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What a rollercoaster of a week we’ve had.  The highs and the lows are exciting and challenging.  The 

prayers of our church family are being felt but we can always use more, so please keep bending His ear. 

It’s always good to start with a highlight so here it is:  The father now has his Driver’s permit!  While he 

knows how to drive (he was a driver for the U.S. Military in his time with them), the U.S. rules of the 

road are probably a little different for him.  A couple of our Support Team Partners are planning to take 

him out and let him practice his driving, starting this Saturday.  The goal is to have him get his license 

and quickly, we hope. The reason this has become important to the family is that the man who was 

driving the father to and from work has quit that job, leaving him without a ride.  He was paying the man 

a sum each month for the ride and it was a bargain, compared to Uber and taxis.  So, we have reached 

out to our Support Team members to sign up for taking turns with us in driving him to and from work 

until we can find a solution. We wish we could open this opportunity up to everyone but the directive 

organization that we are under, Welcome Neighbor STL, requires anyone having direct contact with the 

family to pass a criminal background check and to sign a transportation waiver.  If you feel called to be a 

part of this effort, please contact Janice Seele (seelestl@aol.com) and she will put you in touch with the 

folks at Welcome Neighbor. The process is simple and quick.  So, Church family, we’re definitely needing 

prayer that we can resolve the family’s transportation needs as St. Louis is not an easy place to live 

without one’s own mode of transportation.  It limits where the father can work and makes the family 

reliant on us for almost all of their needs requiring travel.  The goal of Welcome Neighbor is for the 

family to become as self-sufficient as possible, which we believe the family would like, as well. If anyone 

has a used, but reliable, vehicle who might want to donate it to the church, please let one of us know.   

In this past week, we took two of the boys to the dentist and there will be some extensive follow-up 

work to be done.  We were fortunate to meet their interpreter who advised us to get all the kids signed 

up with Accent Dental in Brentwood as they are one of the few Pediatric Dentists who will accept 

Medicaid patients.  So, we called that day and got initial appointments…in October!  And we’re lucky 

with that as the person we spoke with said they are nearing capacity as to how many more patients they 

can take.  We hope that the families that are continuing to come to St. Louis have the medical help 

they’ll need. 

Last Friday, we took the entire family for their medical checkups.  While we don’t feel right disclosing 

particulars, it’s a good thing that they went as the entire family has issues that need to be treated. 

We’ve never been more grateful for the Social Services that exist in our country. A special note of thanks 

to Sue Davis who spent much time sorting out medications and making sure they were correct, which 

they initially were not. 

Saturday the Davis’s, along with their son Steve, brought over furniture donated by Sue’s sister, Nancy 

Holekamp.  The father and Steve really hit it off, being so close in age. While we know that the father 

appreciates all that we do, seeing and interacting with someone his own age must be great for him. And 

on Monday, we introduced the mother and the two youngest children to Hannah Zyla, who lives just 

two blocks East of them!  Hannah’s oldest is close in age to the three year old girl.  Sue Scott also found 

that another church family who live close to our family and we hope to introduce them, too.  See how 

God is working here? 
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Last Tuesday, two of our English tutors, Diane McCullough and Barb Meyer, started working with the 

parents on their English.  When Noreen was driving the father to work later that day, he started telling 

her all of the words like: banana, apple, sink…she was pretty confused about what he was referring to 

and finally he said “Tutors?” Ahhh, they were working on kitchen items that day. Along the way to work, 

the father also worked on Left, Right, Straight, Merge, etc.  All of those easy words that we take for 

granted.  Every time we see him, he seems to have picked up a few more words. 

One of the things that Welcome Neighbor does is a Share and Learn Zoom each month, where we can 

talk with other folks who are doing what we as family Partners do and sharing what they’ve learned 

along the way. We have learned that soccer is a huge sport for them so we would like to see if anyone is 

willing to donate a small backyard soccer goal for the children to use.  The house they are in has a nice, 

fenced backyard and we thought that a couple of yard chairs plus a net would be nice for the family to 

get outside and enjoy the weather as it gets nicer.  Please see the signup genius on wgpc.org/get-

involved/sign-up-links. We’ve also determined that the family could use some fleecewear as we often 

find them in the house wearing their coats.  They don’t seem to have anything in between long-sleeve t-

shirts and coats. 

The coming week holds a meeting with their Landlord, doctor visits for the mother, grocery store, 

driving lessons, English lessons, and two days off from school for the children.  The Davis’s and Scott’s 

are planning to take the entire family to the Zoo, weather permitting, on Monday for a fun outing.  

 


