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GOD CALLS US TO BE a church willing to take 
risks with creative evangelism, and a church 

that gets people off the sidelines and into the 
action, where every person of every age has a 

place and is known by name.

GOD CALLS US TO 
BE a place where we 

embrace the fullness 
of God’s diversity, 

welcome all, and care  
for members across 
all ages, situations, 

and conditions.

Dear Friends in Christ,

We began the year in isolation due to the COVID virus and no vaccine.  
We ended the year with the virus still a part of our lives, but with a 
vaccine and adaptations too numerous to count. Through it all, Jesus 
Christ was with us. We worshipped, we fellowshipped, and we served 
God through all the ministries you see in this annual report.   Jesus 
Christ’s words and deeds are seen in the actions of our congregation 
reported here.  Praise be to God!

While “post-pandemic” has not yet arrived, it has changed the 
church.     Some weeks we have more people worship in-person and 
other weeks we have more people worship online.   A new normal. 
Adapting to a changing world is something God’s people have been 
doing since humankind went to the tree of knowledge in the Garden 
of Eden.  God did not abandon us then. God will not abandon us now. 

Much of the coming year will see more adaption.   Decisions and 
changes regarding our physical space, finding an associate pastor, and 
continuing to adapt to a changing world are in store for us.  Regardless, 
the work of the mission of Jesus Christ will go on without fail at WGPC!  
It will be a blessing and I look forward to the work we will do together!

Peace be with you,

-Pastor Ed

WE ARE a living church, full of energy, courage, and strong  
leadership, committed to caring for each other.

WE ARE warm and welcoming to friends 
and strangers.

The deacons actively cared for us 
through their ministry, including 
birthday cards, high school graduate 
gift cards, new baby welcome gifts, 
a 50+ year member celebration and 
blood drives. They connected with 
our members isolated because of 
COVID with emails, sermon drop-offs, 
hand-made valentines and Easter 
chocolates. 

Members 12/31/20: 629

Members 12/31/21:  631

New members: 20

Baptisms: 3   Deaths: 13

Worship services: 56

2021 Worship Attendance: 

In-person:  3,828 

Online:  9,270 



GOD CALLS US TO BE an 
involved presence in our 
community, with faithful 
action and attention 
focused beyond ourselves, 
seeking always to educate 
ourselves on what we don’t 
know.

Just a few of the many ways WGPC impacted our neighbors - both near and far.

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  
Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them,   

and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?”  Isaiah 58:6-7

Advocacy Team Highlights:
• Social Justice Film Club viewed and 

discussed 11 films
• Four programs were presented during 

education hour
• Participated with Churches Together for 

Justice
• Supporting new Afghan refugees in St. Louis
• Involved in legislative advocacy

Free 
swimming

passes for local 
students

100 members 
worked on 9 projects

for Mission 
Weekend

Gift cards to newly 
arrived Afghan 

families

Space heaters 
to Webster-Rock Hill 

MinistriesBed frames
to Home 

Sweet Home

Hygiene 
supplies for 
Nahed Chapman 

New American 
Academy

Snacks and 
school supplies

to Webster 
Groves
Schools

Hurricane
relief to CEPAD 
in Nicaragua Loads of

much-needed
items from

the Giving Tree

WE ARE dedicated to compassionate mission and service.
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WE ARE thinking, discerning and curious.

GOD CALLS US TO BE a home of scholarly, intellectual education with vibrant and engaging 
speakers, studies, and classes, and also a home of relationship, connection and spiritual formation.

Opportunities for faith development for people of all ages were plentiful in 2021.  
Some of the highlights included: 

Children & Families:
• Building Faith Bag Program 

of direct-to-home activities 
continued through the 
spring

• God’s Creation VBS
• Sunday School with 

monthly rotations
• Scripture Conversations & 

PrayGround in worship
• Joyful Christmas Pageant

Youth:
• Celtics & Agape met 

outdoors through the 
spring

• Agape mission trip to 
Memphis, focused on social 
justice & caring for the poor

• New Youth Fellowship 
schedule with a shared 
meal

Adults:
• Spring included classes 

on lament as a spiritual 
discipline, advocacy 
conversations about voting 
rights, bees and more

• Fall classes consisted of 
Do Black Lives Matter to 
White Christians, an Advent 
exploration, birds and more

• We welcomed back the 
Rev. Susan Andrews to 
staff as our Theologian in 
Residence

The Early Childhood Center (ECC) has had a year of 
great growth:
• Enrollment at 100% with a wait list for some 

classes
• A new Little Learners program started for  

1-3 year olds with terrific response from families 
• Continued challenge of finding qualified 

teachers

ECC Enrollment



WE ARE a church with a distinctive 
building and location.

GOD CALLS US TO BE stewards of our 
building, ensuring that our physical 
place reflects our identity and mission, 
and that our building is an extension 
of our faith.

New building improvements:
• HVAC updates
• Lighting updates in the chapel
• Youth lounge makeover
• Repurposing chapel rail into the sanctuary
• Security entrance renovation
• Patio enhancements that included fire pit, heaters, 

outlets and furniture renovation

The Gathering Task Force coordinated 
opportunities for us to connect despite the 
pandemic:
• Deliveries of Easter lilies
• Mugs with chocolate
• Webster Groves Christmas Walk  

outreach table
• Bee-long parking lot event
• Deliveries of poinsettias

Worship Arts Highlights:
• Small groups continued singing through the 

spring, when the entire choir was invited back
• Good Friday - Gabriel Faure’s “Requiem” sung 

by WGPC Chancel Choir and St. Louis Metro 
Singers

• Lessons and Carols in December with WGPC 
Chancel Choir, Glendale Presbyterian Choir and 
members of St. Louis Metro Singers

• Pentecost service planned by the Worship/Arts 
Commission with a congregational art project 
of thermoplastic flames

• Numerous local musicians from bluegrass to 
jazz and choral ensembles as part of our Music 
in a Great Place series



GOD CALLS US TO BE stewards of our resources and finances, both now and in the future.

WE ARE a church committed to financial stability.
Stewardship Campaign Highlights: 
• The campaign theme was “Together for Joy” based on Psalm 98
• Over half of all families who renewed their pledge increased their giving
• Pledges were received from 25 new families

General Ministry, 
$340,139 , 25%

Faith Formation, 
$230,868 , 17%

Worship Arts, 
$218,885 , 16%

Fellowship, 
$206,159 , 15%

Mission, 
$356,614 , 27%

2021 General Fund Expense
Total Expense $1,352,665

Pledges, 
$979,522 , 55%

Other Offerings, 
$40,029 , 2%Other Income, 

$73,792 , 4%

Undesignated 
Bequest, 

$386,692 , 22%

Endowment Transfer In, 
$313,134 , 17%

*some endowment transfers 
are used to reduce expenses 

and not reported as 
income/available funds on 

financial statements

2021 General Fund Income
Total Income $1,793,169

*Includes Revenue of $1,480,035 
Supplemented by $313,134 Endowment Fund Releases*

Finance Committee Highlights:
• Established a 3-person committee to review the Church’s 2020 financials
• Streamlined fund accounts and processes, utilizing an external accountant

Endowment Committee Highlights:
• Adopted and are implementing an Investment Policy Statement to ensure WGPC financial 

stability now and into the future
• Re-allocated endowment investments consistent with the allocations specified in the new 

Investment Policy Statement

Working together, Finance and Endowment:
• Monitored bank accounts with balances in excess of the FDIC limit ($250,000)
• Opened an account with St. Louis Community Credit Union to diversify and also achieve 

Endowment’s impact investing goal
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