WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org

WEBSTER
GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN

13th Sunday after Pentecost ⬧ September 4, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission:
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“Holy is the Lord”
Worship Band

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP

Tomin/Giglio
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
Sherry Moschner

(Please rise in body or spirit.)
L: With endless creativity,
God forms and shapes our lives.
P: Each of us bears the image of our maker.
Each of us is made in love.
🕈 OPENING HYMN #29

“O God, You Search Me”
(see music at end of bulletin)

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: Trusting in the power of God
not only to fashion the world,
but to mend and refashion our hearts,
let us say how it is with us.

LB

O GOD YOU SEARCH ME

🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Holy God,
like children long indulged,
we are quick to presume your pardon,
your sanction of the way we live.
We turn away from neighbors in need,
Sharing fragments that remain
only after our cravings have been met.
Merciful Maker,
you created us for better use; remake us now.
Where we are distorted
re-center and reshape us,
bring us low and raise us up.
Then fire our hearts
until we shine with your glory
and find our place in your purpose.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Hear the sound of love poured out:
[water is poured into the font]
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation;
everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new.
Sisters and brothers,
in the name of the Christ I declare
that your story is known,
your sin is forgiven,
your life is made new.
Let us live as those reborn.
🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ,
let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
P: And also with you.
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RESPONSE #695

“Change My Heart, O God”

CHANGE MY HEART

Proclaiming God’s Word
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION
(For the Scripture Conversation today, the children
will be invited to come forward for the Baptism)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Holy and merciful God,
we have come to hear your word.
Help us to bear it. Continued >>

Sherry Moschner
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L: Break down in us all that resists your will
and plant in us a willingness to turn,
for we would live; we would be your disciples.
By your Spirit, come to us, now,
in ancient texts, in everyday visions, in the need of our neighbor;
we pray in the name of Jesus, our light. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

Jeremiah 18:1-11

Pew Bible pg. 720
Sherry Moschner

1The

word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2‘Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there
I will let you hear my words.’ 3So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at
his wheel. 4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it
into another vessel, as seemed good to him.
Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this
potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand,
O house of Israel. 7At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will
pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns
from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9And at
another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant
it, 10but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the
good that I had intended to do to it. 11Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and
devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and
your doings.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

Pew Bible pgs. 577-578

To the leader. Of David. A Psalm.
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it. Continued>>
4

13 For

it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.
SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Responding to God’s Word
The Sacrament of Baptism
PRESENTATION OF GRANT BENNETT ROUDEBUSH
PROFESSION OF FAITH
APOSTLES’ CREED
L: And now let us say what we believe.
P: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. Continued >>
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P: On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
THE ACT OF BAPTISM
LAYING ON OF HANDS
WELCOME
L: The peace of God be with you.
P: And also with you.
PRESENTATION OF THE BIBLE

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Matt Miller

[A time of silence may be kept after each intercession.]
L: Gracious Creator,
we thank you that you give us to each other,
for we discover new dimensions of your grace
in the friction and comfort of life together.
In your body we learn what it means to be whole.
In your mercy, help us to set our fear aside.
Loosen our grip on what we know,
if it is keeping us from what you would teach us.
We pray for this community and for your church all over the world.
(JOYS AND CONCERNS)
You shaped us for service;
show us the good we may do—
for when you use us,
we come alive. Continued >>
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L:

We pray for those we have labeled useless:
for those whose youth and strength are gone,
for those whose convictions are strange to us,
for those who cannot find a place in the economies we trust.
And we pray for those whose prophetic lives challenge and inspire us;
sustain such faithful witnesses.
Lord, we do not know how to pray
for peace in broken lands,
for justice when the weak have no advocate,
for life in the midst of despair;
yet you are the God of Easter, the God of impossible life.
Move in stubborn hearts and settled minds,
give us courage beyond our imagining,
that we might follow where you would lead.
We pray in the name of Jesus,
whose words still burn in our hearts,
whose breath still unsettles your people. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

Matt Miller

L: All that we are points back to our Creator;
all that we have is gift and trust.
God will finish what God has begun;
we have the privilege of taking part.
With grateful hearts,
let us bring our tithes and offerings
to the God from whom they came.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY

(For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made
by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right)

“The Potter’s Hand”
Worship Band
Diane Watson, solo

Zschech/arr. Harlan
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🕈 DOXOLOGY

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

arr. Harlan

Praise God from whom all blessing flow.
Praise Christ all people here below.
Praise Holy Spirit evermore.
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Sending
🕈 CLOSING HYMN

“Lord Reign in Me”
(see music at end of bulletin)

Brown

🕈 CHARGE
L: Be watchful,
stand firm in your faith,
be courageous and strong.
Let all that you do be done in love.
P: Amen.
🕈 BENEDICTION
L: May the Artist who crafted you continue to shape your heart,
may the Christ who commissioned you, charge you with purpose,
may the Spirit that stirs you, help you to carry the cross,
that you may honor your Creator and bless the world.
POSTLUDE

“Lord Reign in Me”
Worship Band

Brown
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.
WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we
encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.

Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Liturgist: Sherry Moschner
Greeting Team: Marilee and Craig Campbell, Karen
Dapron, Diana Likely, Patty and Grant Mabie,
Linda and Tom McNeely, Ruth Meyer, Karen
Schneider, Ken and Mary Ann Wallace
Ushering Team: Donna Bellows, Freda Cook, Dan
Egley, Deb Grossman, Rebecca and Scott Lyon,
Vicki Lane, Dave Morris, Bill Schwartz, Allan
Scott, Sam Stoll, Betsy Wacker, Maryann & Ken
Wallace, Judy and Bob Weng
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob
Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Abbey Stokes, and
Dennis Wacker
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter

Church building will be closed on Monday,
September 5, in honor of Labor Day.

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and YouTube pages.
Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012; Westminster John
Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for
Year B, Volume 2 © 2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of
Common Worship © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett
(c) 703-587-5003
jamespoinsett@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Student Pastor: Matt Miller 314-591-5838
Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn
Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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September 4, 2022 Announcements
Are You Listening?
God is speaking to the heart of each member of our
congregation about ways they could be living out their
responsibilities as Christians. Are you listening? The
WGPC Officer Nominating
Committee is trusting you to
spend time in prayer about
your commitment to this
body of Christ and to listen
for God’s call to serve as a
Church Officer. We need
Elders to guide and direct
the important decisions of
our congregation, Trustees
to nurture and protect our financial and physical
resources, and Deacons to provide care, compassion,
and fellowship for us. More information about each
office is on our church website under the “About” tab.
Becoming an elected church officer is one very
important way to honor God and serve others. Please
spend time over the next few weeks discerning God’s
call to you. Listen for God’s “nomination” and then let
us know what you’ve heard! Email the committee at
nominations@wgpc.org; contact Harriet Hall,
Committee Chair, at hallhughes@aol.com or 314-7074750; or contact Pastor Ed. The committee will be
forming our slate of officers to present to the
congregation for election in November. We’re looking
forward to hearing how God is calling you.

Young Member Input/Discussion Groups
Scheduled for September
Through the Congregational Assessment, we learned
that younger members have significantly different
perceptions of WGPC than older members. The church
leadership is eager to hear
the voices of younger
members and younger
people who are frequent
attendees to better
understand their hopes and
desires for our church. Two
focus groups are planned
for September:
• Tuesday, September 13, 7:30-9:00 p.m. at Frisco
Barroom, 8110 Big Bend Blvd., in Webster Groves
• Sunday, September 18, 10:30 a.m. to noon at WGPC
If you are a younger member or frequent WGPC
attendee and haven't received information about these
sessions or if you know of younger people interested in
WGPC, please let us know by contacting Brenda Dribin
at 314-740-4447 or brenda@dribinconsult.net.

Peace & Global Witness Offering
September is Presbytery Education Month
Thursdays in September at 6:30 p.m. by Zoom
The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy is offering new
educational opportunities for presbytery members in
September to welcome you in learning how to answer
the call in some of the support ministries and missions
of your church. If you are newly answering a call to
serve or just want a refresher of the call, please join us.
• Thursday, September 8 - Ruling Elders
• Thursday, September 15 - Treasurers
• Thursday, September 22 - Deacons, Compassionate
Ministry, Stephen Ministry
• Thursday, September 29 - Personnel/Session
Members Tasked with HR
Registration is required. To register, please go to
https://glpby.org/services/presbytery-educationmonth/.

Sundays, September 4 through October 2
Peace begins with each of us. Through the Peace &
Global Witness Offering, we connect with each other to
confront systems of injustice and promote
reconciliation in places around the world — and right
here at home.
• 25% of this offering will stay with your congregation
for your own ministries of peacemaking and
reconciliation.
• 25% of this offering will join with other congregations
in your area to support peacemaking work in your
region.
• 50% of this offering supports programs and
ministries working actively for peace and justice
around our nation and the world.
Peace begins with each of us. If we all do a little, it
adds up to a lot! Thank you for your participation in
the Peace & Global Witness Offering.
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Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023

Stony Hill Brass Quintet
WGPC Artists in Residence
Coming Sunday, September 11
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
We welcome the Stony Hill
Brass Quintet as our first
Artists in Residence at
WGPC. Playing for our
“Music in a Great Place”
series in four unique
worship services this
season, the membership of
the quintet includes some
of the most well-known
St. Louis brass musicians:
Robert Souza and Matt Frederickson. We welcome
you and look forward to this extended relationship.

Lights Out for the Birds:
How to Help our Feathered Friends!
As you head to church in September, you may notice
that we have replaced some lights with bulbs of lower
wattage on the yellow
spectrum and turned off
some outside lights for
the month. As a "Lights
Out Heartland” partner,
WGPC is working to
mitigate as much light as
possible from our
building during the peak
migration month. Most
birds migrate at night
and light pollution disrupts flight in a variety of ways
resulting in millions of fatalities annually. You can
join in the effort to keep birds traveling safe through
St. Louis by:
• Turning off unnecessary exterior decorative lighting
from midnight to 6 a.m.
• Directing lights down and targeting fixtures so that
light does not spill beyond where it is needed.
• Using the lowest lighting level needed to perform the
intended task.
• Connecting necessary outdoor lights to a timer or
motion sensor.
• Using lights that are warm in color such as amber
or yellow.
For more information, visit lightsoutheartland.org.
To track the birds that migrated through St. Louis last
night while we slept, check BirdCast at
dashboard.birdcast.info/region/US-MO-510.

The St. Louis Metro Singers
Invite You to Our Fall Concert:

“Sing When
When the
the Spirit
Spirit Says
Says Sing”
Sing”
“Sing
in Celebration of the Life of

Sandra Buschmann,
our dear friend, music lover, and supporter

Sunday, September 18, 7:00 p.m.
at WGPC
SLMS is a not-for-profit organization.
Tax-deductible donations can be sent to:
St. Louis Metro Singers
45 West Lockwood Ave.
Webster Groves, MO 63119

Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023
26th Season: Upcoming Events
St. Louis Metro
Singers
Fall Benefit Concert
September 18
7:00 p.m.

Kamilla Arku, Pianist
with the IMI*
Chamber Players
Sunday, October 9, 3:00 p.m.
*An Intercultural Music
Initiative Series Concert

Connie Krull and
Amalia LaViolette,
vocalists
Sunday, October 23
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
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Other Opportunities for
Spiritual Growth

Class begins Sunday, September 11, 8:30-9:15
a.m. in the Parlor and by Zoom
Coffee and Conversation with the Lectionary
Participants will consider biblical texts used in the
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the
people and issues involved. Leaders: Deb Grossman,
Pete Putnam, and Jeff Buck.

Sunday classes below are held from 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor
September 11, 18, 25 – The Psalms and Justice
(Including Voter Issues) led by Rev. Clint
McCann.
October 2 – Mission Weekend Projects
October 9, 16, 23 - Being Christian in a MultiFaith World led by Rev. Jim Poinsett,
Interfaith Partnership.
October 30 – God’s Call to Create Clean Air
coordinated by the Environmental Stewardship
Team.
November 6 – A Culture of Generosity:
Stewardship, Planned Giving, and
Endowment led by the Stewardship and
Endowment Committees.
November 13 and 20 – How Do We Talk About
Tough Issues? led by Rev. Dale Kuhn.
November 27 and December 4, 11, and 18 – Advent
and the Arts coordinated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
December 25 and January 1 – NO CLASSES.
January 8 – Gun Violence and Hands-on
Project coordinated by the Advocacy Team.
January 16, 23, and 30 – Nones, Millennials,
Gen Xers – Where Are They? led by Rev.
Ruben Rosario-Rodriguez.
Please submit announcements by the end of
Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday:
For the bulletin - Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org
For the Friday Flash – Cherstin Byers at
chb@wgpc.org

Disciples Bible Study
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
Starting September 15, this lively and interactive
group will explore the Gospel of Matthew. Facilitated
by Rev. Susan Andrews.
Men’s Bible Study (by Zoom)
Initial Meeting: Tuesday, September 6, at 7:00 a.m.
(schedule will be determined at that time)
Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn, former director of Care
and Counseling. For more information, contact
Frank Bloemke at ekmeolb@gmail.com.
Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
A discussion of the book Do I Stay Christian? by
Brian McLaren led by rotating leadership. For more
information, contact Rev. Susan Andrews at
sra@wgpc.org.
Theology on Tap
Wednesdays, August 24 and September 21
7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Llewelyn’s Pub, Webster Groves
Monthly informal conversations about faith and life.
Facilitated by Scott Lyon. For more information,
contact Scott at sjlyon33@gmail.com.
Children’s Sunday School
Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for Follow
Me, a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each week also
features music that prepares the children to sing in
worship services throughout the year."
Youth Fellowship
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics (6th through 8th grade)
• 5:00-7:30 p.m. Agape (9th through 12th grade)
Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in Jesus
Christ, Celtics and Agape provide safe space for
spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and fun
while developing friendships.
Youth and Agape Shared Meal
From 5:00-5:30 p.m. each week, all youth
come together to break bread with a meal
provided church members. Interested
in providing a meal? You can sign up at
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links.
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Continued >>
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