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OUR MISSION 
We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people and joyfully serve God. 
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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRELUDE    “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”         YISRAEL V’ORAITA 

            (Music at rear of bulletin.) 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP           Deb Grossman, Liturgist       

 The Spirit and the Church say, “Come.” 

 The people of the Word say, “Come.” 

 Let everyone who is thirsty come. 

 Receive the gift of the water of life. 

 Praise the Lord! 

 The Lord’s name be praised. 

  

HYMN      “Blessed Be Your Name”           Matt Redman

      

Blessed be Your name 

In the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Blessed be Your name 

When I’m found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 

Turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in Lord 

Still I will say 

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
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Blessed be Your glorious name 

 

Blessed be Your name 

When the sun’s shining down on me 

When the world’s all as it should be 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering 

Though there’s pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 

 

You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 

Lord blessed be Your name 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 We are a people born of water and the Spirit. 

 We have made promises to be Christ’s faithful disciples, 

 and to show his love to our life’s end. 

 Although we fail to fulfill those baptismal vows, 

 God’s faithful love endures forever. 

 Confident of God’s grace, 

 let us confess our sin and the sin of the world. 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 O Lord our God, 

 you call us to work for a world 

 where all will be fed and have dignity, 

 but we find ourselves distracted by our own desires. 

 You call us to seek justice and peace, 

 but we are satisfied with injustice and discord. 

 You call us to bring liberty to the oppressed, 

 but we do not insist on freedom for all 

 Forgive us, O Lord. 

 Turn us to your will by the power of your Spirit, 

 so that all may know your injustice and peace; 
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 through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 Hear the good news! 

 As people born of water and the Spirit 

 we have died to the old life, and a new life has begun. 

 God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day. 

 Come to the water and remember your baptism. 

 Be thankful, and live as one who has been raised to new life! 

 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST             

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 and also with you. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE  “To You O God I Lift Up My Soul”       Bob Hurd 
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~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Deb Grossman, Liturgist 
  
 Loving God, fountain of every blessing, 

 open us to your life-giving word, 

 and fill us with your Holy Spirit 

 so that living water may flow through our hearts— 

 a spring of hope for a thirsty world; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Exodus 17:1-7      Pew Bible, pg. 64 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 

the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 
2
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 
3
But the people thirsted 

there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 

out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 
4
So Moses cried out to 

the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.” 
5
The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 

Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
6
I will be 

standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of 

it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7
He called 

the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, 

“Is the Lord among us or not?”  

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES Phillipians 2:1-13    Pew Bible, pg. 197            

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3
Do nothing from selfish ambition or con-

ceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4
Let each of you look not to your 

own interests, but to the interests of others. 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, 
6
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as some-
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thing to be exploited, 
7
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 

likeness. And being found in human form, 
8
he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death— even death on a cross. 
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 

him the name that is above every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11

and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12

Therefore, my beloved, just as you 

have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
13

for it is God who is at work in you, enabling 

you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

SERMON                        Rev. Hannah Zyla

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Jessica and Kyle Stewart present their daughter 

Emerson Blair 

PRESENTATION 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 Do you believe in  God, the Father almighty? 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of God, 
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 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 The holy catholic church, 

 The communion of saints, 

 The forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body, 

 And the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

THE ACT OF BAPTISM 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING 

WELCOME 

 Let us welcome them together: 

 With joy and thanksgiving, 

 we welcome you, into Christ’s church; 

 for we are all one in Christ. 

 We promise to love you, encourage you, and support you, 

 to share the good news of the gospel with you, 

 and to help you know and follow Christ. 

BIBLE PRESENTATION 

 The peace of God be with you. 

 And also with you. 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Holy One, who came as a child, 

 we pray for your children everyone. 

  

 For those who are hungry, we pray for nourishment… 

 For those who are fleeing, we pray for safety… 

 For those who are ill, we pray for your healing… 

 For those who are grieving, we pray for your peace… 
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 For those who are suffering, we pray for your presence… 

 

 Holy Three, who patterns community, 

 we pray for communities everywhere. 

 

 For those who are divided, we pray for unity… 

 For those who are isolated, we pray for connection… 

 For those who are afraid, we pray for your courage… 

 For those who are frustrated, we pray for new hope… 

 

 We pray especially for those in our own community 

 who suffer this day… 

 (Insert joys and concerns here.) 

 Holy Three in One and One in Three, 

 bless us in the work of faith, that we might be truly faithful. 

 Nourish us in the labor of love, that we might show your love. 

 Keep our hope steadfast, 

 that we wait for your coming reign 

 of justice and overwhelming love; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION               Deb Grossman 

 

OFFERING INVITATION               

 God has told us what is good; 

 and what does the Lord require? 

 To do justice, love kindness, 

 and walk humbly with our God. 

 Let us return to God a portion of the gifts we have been given. 
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OFFERTORY    “Listening Now”            Christopher Grundy 

 

We’re so thankful that You are still speaking 

You’re still speaking gracious God, 

for the sake of the world You are seeking 

we are list’ning, list’ning now. 

 

O God Your precious word has been a lamp unto our feer 

ev’ry time we stray 

and still it lights the shadows out along our path 

showing us the way. 

 

We’re so thankful that You are still speaking 

You’re still speaking gracious God, 

for the sake of the world You are seeking 

we are list’ning, list’ning now. 

 

Sometimes we hide in fear but still you whisper in our ears 

words of grace so fine 

that call us out to justice, righteousness and peace 

to let our light shine. 

 

We’re so thankful that You are still speaking 

You’re still speaking gracious God, 

for the sake of the world You are seeking 

we are list’ning, list’ning now. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 Eternal God, 

 creator of the world 

 and give of all good, 

 we thank you for the earth, our home, 

 and for the gift of life. 

 Gracious God, we give ourselves to you. 

 Shape us into instruments of your peace 

 so that our offerings and our lives 

 may be in service of your kingdom. 

 In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

SONG      “Go In Peace”       Sally Ann Morris 
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CHARGE  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE     “Blessed Be Your Name”  Matt Redman 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

The last day to register to vote in the November election is October 7, 2020. If you’ve moved into a 

new county since you last voted, you will need to register in your new county. You can register or 

check your registration at  www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/register.  If you’ve requested 

a mail-in or absentee ballot, they will begin mailing them this week.  

 

BALLOT NOTARIZATION SERVICES AT WGPC—SEPT 27, OCT 4, 11, 18, AND 25, 

12PM-3PM 

Mail in ballots must be notarized and WGPC will once again provide free ballot notarization services 

outside the Hale entrance. Wear your mask and bring your completed ballot, envelope and  

identification. 

 

WGPC VOTE! 

 

Yard signs will be placed next weekend (Oct. 3-4). If you had one in 

your yard in August, we’ll put it back up for you. If you did not have 

one in August but would like one  for this election, please let us know 

by Wednesday, September 30. Signs are free; however donations of 

any amount are welcome to help cover the sign/metal stake costs. 

The large VOTE! sign first used for the 4th of July will go up at the 

church closer to the election. Yard signs can be requested on the 

church website. 

 

EDUCATION HOUR OPPORTUNITY ABOUT AMENDMENT 3 

 

Want to learn more about Amendment 3? Join in an Education Hour Zoom meeting on October 11 at 

10:30am when David Kimball, Professor and Interim Chair of Political Science at UMSL will lead a 

discussion of Amendment 3 prior to the November elections. 
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RECURRING EVENTS 

 

GOSPEL MEDICINE - AN ANTIDOTE TO PANDEMIC ISOLATION 

Join us each Sunday at 4:00pm for a brief time of in-person conversation, meditation and prayer. 

Bring your mask and a chair and we will gather together—six feet apart! - on the parking lot in the 

shade of our beautiful church. 

We will enrich our souls exploring the book Gospel Medicine, a book of sermons written by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, author of last year’s all church read, Holy Envy.  Each week Pastor Hannah will lead 

us in a conversation about one of Taylor’s sermons. Each chapter in the book is a different sermon. 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS FOLLOWING ONLINE WORSHIP 

Put the coffee on; grab a sweet treat; and be ready to see your friends, make new friends and enjoy 

the comfort and laughter of fellowship. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link. 

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF 

GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM 

For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the 

world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of 

Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be 

teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free 

and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are 

able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.               

Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered. 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTORS— TUESDAYS AT 7PM 

Join a pastor on Tuesday evenings at 7pm for a 45 minute Bible study on the text for the coming 

Sunday! No homework required, and we’ll take a break every 3rd Tuesday. Check the Friday Flash 

for the Zoom link, or email Valerie at vph@wgpc.org for more information. 

HELP WANTED………….. 

Do you have a knack for detail? Do you enjoy spelling rules, like “I before e, except after c”? If so, 

we need you! We are looking for 2 volunteer proofreaders to assist with church correspondence. 

These wonderful people would need to be able to work with tight deadlines, have computer and in-

ternet access, and be willing to receive drafts by email. If you are interested, please contact Valerie 

at  314-962-9210, ext 3202, or by email at vph@wgpc.org. Thanks! 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND POLITICS 

 

Are you aware that the PCUSA has an Office of Public Witness which is the 

public policy information and advocacy office of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)? Through the office of Public Witness, PCUSA participates in direct 

advocacy with members of Congress and the administration through in-

person meetings, letters and phone calls and administration on matters of 

conscience and faith, as well as advocate for the less fortunate.  

In the coming weeks, the Advocacy Team will be working hard to make 

sure that all voters know and are able to exercise their voting rights by sharing information about 

new voting procedures and deadlines, making notaries available for those voting by mail, and en-

couraging people to get out to vote. But why are we doing this? Isn’t voting political and left to areas 

outside of the church> Doesn’t this muddy up the separation between church and stae? The Presby-

terian Church believes that this answer is “No”. Values can be reflected through a nation’s public 

policies, which is why the PCUSA Office of Public Witness exists. 

 

 


