WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org

WEBSTER
GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN

16th Sunday after Pentecost ⬧ September 25, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission:
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“I Was So Glad”
Worship Band

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP

Christopher Grundy

Matt Miller
Jim Roberts

(Please rise in body or spirit.)
L: Happy are those whose help is in the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God.
P: The Lord God reigns forever,
for all generations.
Praise the Lord!
🕈 OPENING HYMN #664

LB

“Morning Has Broken”
(see music in back of bulletin)

BUNESSAN

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION

Matt Miller

L: Trusting in the mercy of God,
let us confess our sins,
that grace might bridge,
and we might cross,
the great chasm between us.
🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Dressed in fine linen,
we feast sumptuously every day,
while others long to satisfy their hunger.
We have Moses and the prophets,
yet we remain unconvinced
waiting for some human warning.
Forgive us.
In your mercy,
convince and comfort us,
and lead us to righteousness
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Through Christ we are carried away by the angels,
comforted by Father Abraham,
our hunger—satisfied,
our agony—cooled,
and our sins—forgiven.
Believe the good news:
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ,
let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
P: And also with you.
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RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

“Gloria”

Christopher Grundy

Proclaiming God’s Word
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION

Jeff Buck

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: God of the Prophets,
by the power of the Holy Spirit speak your Word to us,
and seal it with us, that we may heed your call. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15

Jim Roberts

Pew Bible pg. 736
Jim Roberts

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah,
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2At that time the army of the king of Babylon
was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that
was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. Zedekiah
had said, ‘Why do you prophesy and say: Thus says the Lord: I am going to give this city into the
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it.
1

Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: 7Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to
come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is
yours.’ 8Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the
word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the
right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the
word of the Lord.
6

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him,
seventeen shekels of silver. 10I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on
scales. 11Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the
open copy; 12and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the
presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase,
and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. Continued >>
9

3

13In

their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 14Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take
these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an
earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 15For thus says the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 16:19-31

Pew Bible pgs. 79-80

‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his
sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man
also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in
these flames.” 25But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in
agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.”
19

27He

said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” 29Abraham
replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” 30He said, “No, father
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” 31He said to him, “If they
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from
the dead.” ’
SERMON

Jeff Buck (pulpit)

Responding to God’s Word
MINUTE FOR MISSION

Bob Weng, Stewardship Commission Chair
Pastor Derek Bastian, Webster-Rock Hill Ministries

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:

Lord,
we call to you,our refuge,
provide your safe space.
We call to you, our fortress,
provide your strength.
We call to you, our trust,
provide your vision.
We call to you, our deliverer,
provide your promise. Continued >>
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P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
L:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:

We call to you, our cover,
provide your gentleness.
We call to you, our faithful,
provide your presence.
We call to you, our shield,
provide your defense.
We call to you, our bunker,
provide your confidence.
We call to you, our protector,
provide your future.
We call to you, our rescuer,
provide your breath.
We call to you, our satisfaction,
provide your peace.
We call to you, our savior,
(JOYS AND CONCERNS)
provide your grace. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
L: We brought nothing into the world,
so that we can take nothing out of the world.
Let us give both the gifts we have been given
and our truest selves
with glad and generous hearts.
OFFERING

(For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made
by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY

“Speak, O Lord”
Chancel Choir

Getty/Townend, arr. John Ferguson

“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”

arr. Thomas Miller

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
L: God who gives life to all things,
and richly provides us with everything,
use these, our offerings, to take hold of,
and show us, the life that really is. Amen.

Jim Roberts

THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us:
P: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Jim Roberts

Sending
🕈 CLOSING HYMN #840

“It Is Well with My Soul”
(see music at end of bulletin)

VILLE DU HAVRE

🕈 CHARGE
L: Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.
P: Thanks be to God.
🕈 BENEDICTION
L: May the sovereign Lord bless you,
may the Christ of mercy keep you,
and the Holy Spirit sustain you,
in this life and the life to come. Amen.
POSTLUDE

“Siyahamba” (South African Freedom Song)
Shawn Portell, organ

arr. John Behnke”
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each Sanctuary entrance.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.
WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we
encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.

Those Who Serve Today
Liturgist: Jim Roberts
Greeting Team: Marilee and Craig Campbell, Karen
Dapron, Diana Likely, Patty and Grant Mabie,
Linda and Tom McNeely, Ruth Meyer, Karen
Schneider, Ken and Mary Ann Wallace
Ushering Team: Donna Bellows, Freda Cook, Dan
Egley, Deb Grossman, Rebecca and Scott Lyon,
Vicki Lane, Dave Morris, Bill Schwartz, Allan
Scott, Sam Stoll, Betsy Wacker, Maryann & Ken
Wallace, Judy and Bob Weng
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob
Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Joey Stokes, and
Dennis Wacker
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter
The Chancel Flowers
The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of God
and in memory of loved ones, the gift of Brad and
Debbie Goss.

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and YouTube pages.
Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012; Westminster John
Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for
Year B, Volume 2 © 2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of
Common Worship © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett
(c) 703-587-5003
jamespoinsett@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Student Pastor: Matt Miller
(c) 314-591-5838
Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn
Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Director of Welcome and Involvement:
Michelle Lepak (ext. 3102)
mml@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Nursery Caretaker: Anna Stokes
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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September 25, 2022 Announcements
Welcome to the Pulpit, Jeff Buck!
Leading our Worship today is our
good friend and member Jeff
Buck. He is the Executive
Director of Sanctuary in the
Ordinary, a non-profit agency
dedicated to preserving
affordable housing for those in
need. Sanctuary in the Ordinary
is one of our partner agencies
which we will learn more about
on October 2 as part of our “Devoted to Generosity”
fundraising drive.

“Devoted to Generosity”
This Sunday: Webster Rock-Hill Ministries
This Sunday, we will hear from Pastor Derek Bastain,
Executive Director of Webster-Rock Hill Ministries, a
social service agency affiliated
with a number of churches
seeking to help people in need.
Pastor Derek’s report will mark
the first of a series from
charities that Webster Groves
Presbyterian Church and our
Stewardship Commission will highlight in the coming
weeks as part of our “Devoted to Generosity’’
fundraising drive for 2023.

Volunteers Needed!

Rotating Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m.
We're looking for some
additional volunteers to
help serve our Children's
Ministries program. We've
had a great turn out so far
this fall and would like to
break the Sunday School
class into two different age
groups. Important info:
• You don't have to commit to being there every week.
• If you aren't comfortable being a lead teacher, we can
use helpers as well!
• We have a curriculum to guide us through the lesson.
• If you aren't already Safe Sanctuary trained, we can
still get you trained.
For more information, contact Patty Mabie at
pattymabie@gmail.com.
STAY CONNECTED!
Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash at
wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with access to
direct links for sign-ups and other resources.

Cub Scout Pack 300 Carwash
Today, 2:00-5:00 p.m., Church Parking Lot
Cub Scout Pack 300’s fund-raising car
wash will be on our parking lot this
afternoon. Please help out our scouts
and enjoy a sparkling clean car.

“Dinner with Friends”

Beginning with a Congregation Pot-Luck
Saturday, October 22, 5:30 p.m.,
in Fellowship Hall
An event we've missed during the pandemic will be
renewed in a modified form. What fun to meet with
seven or eight members for dinner
and to socialize in a closer-knit
manner! We plan to have a start-up
potluck in Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, October 22; then, we will
have dinners in homes (two times –
once in January or February and
again in March or April). Sign up to participate by
emailing Betsy Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net or Jan
Phillips at janicephillips66@gmail.com by October 15
with your name, address, phone, email, ability to host or
not, or interest in being a substitute.

App Puts WGPC Info at Your Fingertips!
Download Now!
Are you familiar with churchlife, a free app that gives
you easy cell phone access to the church calendar,
membership directory, announcements, etc.?
Just follow these steps and try it out!
► Register online at WGPC.org: Go to the GET
INVOLVED tab; go to the WGPCONNECT
page; click on REGISTER or LOG IN; click
on the NEED A LOG IN? link.
► Put in the email address we have in your profile
along with your name, and an email containing your
login information will be sent to you shortly.
► Go to your app store on your cell phone, search for
ACS CHURCHLIFE, and download.
► Enter the user name and password you received in
the email. Your directory should appear on your
phone.
► Look up your own profile and check your
information. If not correct, you can update it on your
phone, and a change request will be made.
► Learn more about the app and what it can do by
using the menu icon at the top on left hand side!
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We are ONE WEEK AWAY from our annual Mission Weekend!
We need you to help us serve others throughout our community!
For more details and to sign up, see the link in the Friday Flash.
Seriously . . . It Could Be YOU!

Peace & Global Witness Offering

Remember all those Bible stories about people who felt
unsure, ill-equipped, unworthy and even unwilling?
Remember how far Jonah tried to go to get away from
his call to serve the Lord? And Samuel? He kept
thinking it was old Eli who was calling him until he
realized it was the Lord. Maybe . . . seriously . . . God
could be calling you to serve WGPC right now!
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the common good.”
1 Corinthians 12:7 We need
Church Officers who are creative
thinkers and doers, good
listeners, collaborators, wisdomseekers, energizers,
communicators, challengers,
and servants of Christ.
“Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God’s grace in its various forms.”
1 Peter 4:10 Are you listening? How is God calling
you? The Nominations Committee needs to hear from
you to fill our slate of new Elders, Deacons, and
Trustees. Please contact nominations@wgpc.org or
call Harriet Hall at 314-707-4750 or Pastor Ed.

Sunday, October 2

On October 2, our congregation will collect the Peace &
Global Witness Offering which allows us to connect with
each other to confront systems of injustice and promote
peace. Half of the offering goes to the national church to
address these issues around the world (including the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program), 25% is retained by
congregations for local peace and reconciliation work,
and 25% goes to mid councils for similar ministries on
the regional level. To contribute, look for special
envelopes in the pews, mail a check to the church office,
or donate on our website by selecting “Special Offering”
and indicating “Peace & Global Witness.” Peace begins
with each of us. If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!
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Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023
Coming Sunday, October 9, 2002
3:00 p.m. Concert in the Sanctuary

Update on our Afghan Family!
Kamilla Arku, pianist
with Wendy Hymes, flutist
(this concert is presented as part of the
Intercultural Music Initiative Series)
Featured guest artist Liberian-Norwegian
pianist, Kamilla Arku draws on her diverse
background as inspiration for her work as a
performer, educator, and scholar. She has performed
as a soloist and chamber musician in Europe, the
U.S., and Africa. Recent highlights include
performances at the Royal Opera House, Hastings
Piano Festival, and the International Florence Price
Festival. In addition to performing, Arku is also
committed to volunteer efforts and is the Founder
and Director of Music for Liberia, a charity
supporting young people in Liberia through musicbased fundraising. Kamilla is a graduate of Yale
University and the Royal Northern College of Music.
Joining Arku is flutist Wendy Hymes, also a
passionate performer of music by diverse composers.
Her doctoral dissertation is on music written for flute
by selected African composers. She has performed
widely in the US and abroad.
Music featured on this program will include works
by composers of color along with standard repertoire,
including works by Elizabeth Brown, Valerie
Coleman, Federico Mompou, Nkeiru Okoye, Fred
Onovwerosuoke, and Germaine Tailleferre.
General admission tickets are $20, and tickets for
students and seniors are $10. They can be purchased
at www.imusici.org, however the event is free to all
members of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church.
The Intercultural Music Initiative (IMI) is an
innovative concert and arts education organization,
which celebrates and promotes contemporary works
by lesser-known composers, particularly by
composers of African and other racial-minority
descent.

It was a summer
of fun and new
experiences with twin
babies growing
healthy and strong,
peach picking at
Eckert’s, and family
celebrations. Our
Core Partnership
Team continues to
help on a daily basis.
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Other Opportunities for
Spiritual Growth

Sundays, 8:30-9:15 a.m. in the Parlor
and by Zoom
Coffee & Conversation with the Lectionary
Participants will consider Biblical texts used in the
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the
people and issues involved. Leaders: Jeff Buck, Deb
Grossman, and Pete Putnam.
Sunday classes below are held from 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor
September 18 and 25 – The Psalms and Justice
(Including Voter Issues) led by Rev. Clint
McCann.
October 2 – Mission Weekend Projects
October 9, 16, 23 - Being Christian in a MultiFaith World led by Rev. Jim Poinsett,
Interfaith Partnership, and Jeff Buck (3rd
session)
October 30 – God’s Call to Create Clean Air led
by Beth Gutzler, Organizer for Environmental
Justice for Metropolitan Churches United.
November 6 – A Culture of Generosity:
Stewardship, Planned Giving, and
Endowment led by the Stewardship and
Endowment Committees.
November 13 and 20 – How Do We Talk About
Tough Issues? led by Rev. Dale Kuhn.
November 27 and December 4, 11, and 18 – Advent
and the Arts coordinated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
December 25 and January 1 – no classes.
January 8 – Gun Violence and Hands-on
Project coordinated by the Advocacy Team.
January 16, 23, and 30 – Nones, Millennials,
Gen Xers – Where Are They? led by Rev.
Ruben Rosario-Rodriguez.
Please submit announcements by the end of
Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday:
For the bulletin - Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org
For the Friday Flash – Cherstin Byers at
chb@wgpc.org

Disciples Bible Study
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
This lively and interactive group will explore the
Gospel of Matthew. Facilitated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
Men’s Bible Study (by Zoom)
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 a.m.
Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn, former director of Care
and Counseling. For more information, contact
Frank Bloemke at ekmeolb@gmail.com.
Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
A discussion of the book Do I Stay Christian? by
Brian McLaren led by rotating leadership. For more
information, contact Rev. Susan Andrews at
sra@wgpc.org.
Theology on Tap
Monthly informal conversations about faith and life.
Facilitated by Scott Lyon. For more information,
contact Scott at sjlyon33@gmail.com.
Children’s Sunday School
Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for “Follow
Me,” a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each week also
features music that prepares the children to sing in
worship services throughout the year.
Youth Fellowship
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics (6th through 8th grade)
• 5:00-7:30 p.m. Agape (9th through 12th grade)
Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in Jesus
Christ, Celtics and Agape provide safe space for
spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and fun
while developing friendships.
Youth and Agape Shared Meal
From 5:00-5:30 p.m. each week, all youth
come together to break bread with a meal
provided by church members. Interested
in providing a meal? You can sign up at
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links.
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