
1 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as  
a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Gathering for God’s Word 

 

PRELUDE:    “Pie Jesu” Alfred Fedak 
     Shawn Portell, organ 
 
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Brian Tobin

 L:  We gather before God as beloved children; 

 P: we drag our feet, not quite awake. 

 L: We gather before God as beloved children; 

 P: we skip down the aisle, full of morning joy. 

 L: We gather before God as beloved children; 

 P: the first, the last, and the in-between. 

 L: But however we gather, children of God, let us worship the Lord! 

 

 

 OPENING HYMN #250 “In the Bulb There is a Flower” HYMN OF PROMISE 
      (see music in back of bulletin) 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Hannah Zyla 

  L: More often than we want, we find ourselves taking paths that lead away from God and the  

  life-giving water of our baptismal covenant. With the confidence of the children of God, already 

  forgiven and freed, let us confess our sins against God, self, and neighbor together.  

  Let us pray: 
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 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 P: Nurturing God,  

  you’ve told us over and over again who you are 

  and what you want for us and all people. 

  We confess that too often  

  we don’t understand 

  and are afraid to ask questions 

  because we’re not sure we’d like the answers, 

  and you catch us arguing over our own importance, 

  rather than working together to build your world 

  of love, joy, and justice for all children. 

  Forgive us. 

  Help us turn toward your deep wisdom, 

  so that we might root in your living water 

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 L: Children of God,  

  no matter what we don’t understand, 

  no matter what questions we ask, 

  no matter how far off track we get; 

  God will always lovingly gather us into holy arms. 

  Hear and believe the good news! 

  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 P: Alleluia! Amen! 

  (Please be seated.) 

 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 P: And also with you.   

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE “Gathered in God’s Name” Michael Burkhardt 
      (see music in back of bulletin) 
 

Sing at the hand motion of the cantor. 
 

SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION  Rev. Hannah Zyla 
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Proclaiming God’s Word 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Brian Tobin 

 L: Let us pray . . .  

  O God, our teacher and guide, through the words of scripture 

  you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 

  Move through our hearing of your word 

  so that we may set aside envy and selfish ambition 

  and walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING   Psalm 1  Pew Bible pg. 489 
  

1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, 

or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on his law they meditate day and night. 
3 They are like trees 

planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 
 

4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING   Mark 9: 30-37 Pew Bible pg. 45 
 

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31for 

he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, 

and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ 32But they did not 

understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you 

arguing about on the way?’ 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 

about who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to 

be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; 

and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 
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SERMON    Rev. Hannah Zyla 
 
HYMN #474  “As a Child Rests” AS A CHILD RESTS 
 

Sing at the hand motion of the cantor. 

 
  

 
Responding to God’s Word 

 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Mabie Family 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 L: Let us pray for the needs of the church, 

  the whole human family, and all the world, saying: Hear our prayer. 
 

  That the earth may be freed from war, famine, and disease, 

  and the air, soil, and waters cleansed of poison, 

  we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 

  That those who govern and maintain peace in every land 

  may exercise their powers in wisdom and obedience to your commands, 

  we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 

  That you will strengthen this nation to pursue just priorities 

  so that the races may be reconciled; the young, educated; and the old, cared for; 

  the hungry, filled; and the homeless; housed; and the sick, comforted and healed, 

  we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 

  That you will comfort and empower those who face any difficulty or trial: 

  the sick, those whose bodies, minds, or strength fail them, 

  the poor, the oppressed, the desperate, those who grieve and those in prison, 

  we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
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  That [Joys and Concerns] 

  we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 

  That you will accept our thanksgiving  

  for all faithful servants of Christ now at rest, 

  who, with us, await a new heaven and a new earth, your everlasting kingdom, 

  we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 

  God of wisdom, as a potter fashions a vessel from humble clay, 

  you form us into a new creation. 

  Shape us, day by day, through the cross of Christ your Son, 

  until we pray as continually as we breathe and all our acts are prayer; 

  through Jesus Christ and in the mystery of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen. 

 

OFFERING INVITATION  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

 L: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,  

  the world and those who live in it. 

  Let us return to God the offerings of our life 

  and the gifts of the earth. 

 

OFFERTORY   “Cantique de Jean Racine”  Gabriel Faure 
     Chancel Choir 
 

 DOXOLOGY #608 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” PRAISE GOD  
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Brian Tobin 

 L:  Let us pray . . .  

 Blessed are you, O God of children and trees and arguing disciples. 

   You created and tended this world and gave it to us. 

   You created each one of us and gave us our time,  

   our talents, our treasures, and our testimonies. 

   Now turn us outward so that we might use your gifts 

   in service to you and the kingdom you are building. 

   Bless us and these gifts we offer back to you with grateful hearts; 

   all this we ask in the name of Jesus, our Savior, who taught us to give. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 L:  Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us: 

 P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts,  

  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Sending 

 
CLOSING HYMN #727 “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” THE SERVANT SONG  
     (see music in back of bulletin) 
 

CHARGE    Rev. Hannah Zyla 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

 L:  May the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ and communion of the Holy Spirit  
   be with us all this day and every day until we worship together again.  

 
POSTLUDE:  “Hymn of Promise”  arr. Jeremy Bankson 

 Shawn Portell, organ 
 

You are invited to be seated. 
As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you 

have met God here today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 
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Worship Notes 

Those Who Serve Today 
Ushers: Donna Bellows, Vicki Lane, Dave 
 Morris, Bill Schwartz, Allan Scott  
Liturgist: Brian Tobin 
Camera Operators: Tom McNeely, Spencer  
 Roudebush, Dennis Wacker 
 

Chancel Flowers 
The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of 
God and in loving memory of the Clayton family, 
the gift of J. R. and Mia Walters. 

 
Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and 
into the homes of those who are unable to 
worship with us in person, each of our worship 
services is live-streamed and video recorded for 
viewing on our website, wgpc.org, Facebook and 
YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the 
Scripture Conversation indicates implied 
parental consent to be recorded.  
 

Resources 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are 
provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 
on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies 
for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 
on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies 
for Year B, Volume 2 © 2018 

• Prayer for Illumination adapted from a Prayer for 
Illumination reprinted from Revised Common 
Lectionary Prayers, copyright © 2002 
Consultation on Common Texts 

• Benediction and Prayers of the People from 
the BCW 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ministry Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III  

efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla 

hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  

sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings  

jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell  

spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas  

bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  

tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  

jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  

jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer 

baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries/Digital 

Communications: Cherstin Byers  

chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: 314-962-9210 x3212 

Pete Brennan (Supervisor) 

Pierre Campbell 

Ken Kastner  
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September 19, 2021 Announcements 

 

Music in a Great Place: Oikos Jazz Ensemble 
September 26, 9:30 a.m. worship service 

The gifted musicians of the 
Oîkos Ensemble celebrate 
stories of transformation and 
enlightenment from around 
the world. Join us next 
Sunday as Oîkos paints 
vibrant soundscapes with the 

brush stroke of jazz improvisation. 
 

Mission Weekend in Two Weeks! 
October 2 and 3 

Despite the continued impact of COVID, we will 
join together for our annual Mission Weekend. 

Physically-distanced 
projects include packing  
sack lunches and care 
packages at church, 
participating in the 
Deacons’ Blood Drive, 
helping in the Isaiah 58 
Ministries food pantry, 
mulching and gardening, 

and working in the Home Sweet Home warehouse. 
For more info and to sign up, see the Friday Flash.  
 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
Sunday, October 3 

WGPC will collect for the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering that empowers congregations and 
individuals to address anxiety 
and discord globally. Look for 
special envelopes in the pews, 
mail a check to the church 
office, or donate via our website 
by selecting Special Offering > 
Peace & Global Witness.  

 

~ In Appreciation~ 
Thank you for all the prayers and cards received 
expressing your condolences on the recent death of 
my father, Carl "Dede" Portell.  Your expressions of 
care have been overwhelming to me and my family 
and are deeply appreciated.  Dad hasn't been at the 
church in a few years, however I am so glad that 
many of you were able to meet him as he was here 
from time to time.  In regards to me and my 
musical gifts shared with you each week, he would 
always tell you, "I taught him everything he 
knows!"  That is probably true, but musically . . .   
I am not sure if he could carry a tune!   

- Shawn Portell  

Welcoming our Afghan Neighbors 
We are so happy to say that partners from the 
"Churches Together for Justice" group (Emmanuel 

Episcopal, Christ Lutheran, and 
Peace UCC) are joining us in our 
effort to welcome our new Afghan 
neighbors. As many as 1,400 
Afghan refugees will be coming to 
St. Louis in the coming weeks, and 
our goal is to raise funds to 

purchase grocery and Metro gift cards to help the 
International Institute assist them. Donations can 
be made through October 15 by bringing or 
mailing a check to WGPC (please note “Afghan 
Neighbors” on the memo line) or donating online at 
wgpc.org/give/ (just click “Special Gifts” and note 
“Afghan Neighbors” in the memo box). Questions? 
Contact Beth Kazlauskas at bok@wgpc.org or Julie 
Burchett at burchett.juliekay@gmail.com. 
 

Medical Equipment Donation Drive 
Saturday, October 9, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Webster Groves City Hall 

Do you have medical equipment that is not being 
used? Make a tax-deductible donation of your 
equipment to St. Louis HELP 
(Health Equipment Lending 
Program) that lends the 
donated home medical items 
to those in need at no cost.   
Drop-off point is Webster 
Groves City Hall on October 9, 9:00 a.m. to  
2:00 p.m.  Items accepted include: manual 
wheelchairs, walkers, shower chairs, 
canes/crutches/walkers, portable commodes, lift 
chairs, and Invacare-brand only electric hospital 
beds. For a larger list of items needed, please visit 
stlhelp.org for more information.  Thank you! 
 

Love Little Kids?  
We Could Use Some Help! 

WGPC needs a volunteer to assist the staff teacher 
in the nursery on Sunday from 9 a.m. to noon.  No 
planning or prep is necessary. Please contact Carrie 
Rao at gopackers4@me.com.  Also, the ECC would 
like to hire a part-time teacher’s aide for the Little 
Learners classroom (ages 1-3) to work Mondays 

and Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. – 
noon. No experience necessary. 
Please contact Amanda 
Kingsbury at 917-312-7075 or 
ecc@wgpc.org for more info. 

 

CHURCHES 
FOR JUSTICE 

https://wgpc.org/give/
mailto:bok@wgpc.org
mailto:burchett.juliekay@gmail.com
https://www.stlhelp.org/
mailto:gopackers4@me.com
mailto:ecc@wgpc.org
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The Blessing of Birds 
WGPC’s Environmental 
Stewardship committee’s 
topic 2021-2022 will be 
birds. Info will be shared 
in the Friday Flash. Did 
you know birds help keep 
our planet healthy by: 
• Eating 400–500 tons 

of insects per year that 
are harmful to crops 
and millions of 
mosquitoes and other biting insects. 

• Pollinating plants and dispersing seeds.  
• Scavenging carcasses to reducing the spread of 

rabies and other diseases. 
• Keeping mouse and squirrel population in check. 
 

Helping Disaster Victims 
In addition to your prayers, a good way to help 
people affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, 
and wildfires is to donate to PC(USA)’s 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). For more 
information, please visit https://pda.pcusa.org/.  

 

Masks in Worship 
The CDC guidelines have been updated to reflect 
new data on the Delta variant of the 
coronavirus. Data suggests it is more potent and 
contagious than the Alpha variant and now much 
more common. COVID cases are rising and the 
positivity rate has increased in our area. Children in 
our congregation 12 and under as well as some 
immunocompromised individuals are unable to be 
vaccinated. For the sake of these in our church 
family, we are at this time asking all vaccinated and 
unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask 
during worship and as you move around the 
church. We ask you to also remain "socially 
distanced.”  While the risk remains relatively low 
for vaccinated individuals, we believe making this 
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action 
to take to express our love for one another. Thank 
you for your kindness, understanding, and 
patience. Encourage those you know who are not 
vaccinated to be vaccinated so we can get back to 
normal!  Thank you.    – Pastor Ed 

     - PastorPastor Ed 
 

 
 

The nursery will be open until noon. For the full fall 
schedule, visit WGPC.org > Ministries > Faith 
Formation > Adult Ministries > Adult Education.  
 

Adult Classes, 10:45-11:45 a.m.  
in Fellowship Hall and on Zoom 

Attend the next two sessions of Do Black Lives 
Matter to White Christians? presented by Dr. 
Ruben Rosario-Rodriquez, Theology Professor at 
St. Louis University.  

• TODAY: Reformed Theological Resources  
 for Resisting Racism 

• Sept. 26: Black Life Matter to God 
Upcoming topics include: Coping with Pandemic 
Stress, Presbyterian Mission in Latin America, 
Gratitude in Tough Times, Advent Explorations, 
and More Light: Welcoming the LGBTQ+ 
Community, plus presentations from 
Environmental Stewardship and mission activities.  
 

Children's Classes, 10:40-11:45 a.m. 
Drop-off and pick-up in Room 210 

Children pre-k through 5th grade will participate in 
a weekly rotation of classes to Praise (music and 
worship leadership), Explore (art, science, yoga and 
more), Grow (gardening and cooking) and Serve 
(mission projects). Each of the four-week segments 
focuses on the same Biblical story or theme.  
 

Youth Classes, Sunday evenings 

• Celtics Middle School Fellowship: 4:00-5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Lounge.   

• Agape High School Fellowship: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
in the Youth Lounge.  

• All youth will come together for a family meal 
from 5:00-5:30 p.m. 

 

Host a Simple Dinner for our Youth! 
Sundays 5:00-5:30 p.m. 

Can you provide a meal (30 servings with a 
vegetarian option) for the Celtics and Agape  
dinner on Sunday night?  Order take-out, use the 
church kitchen, or prepare a meal at  
home then enjoy it with our youth  
who will set up and clean up.   
For more info, contact  
Pastor Hannah at hmd@wgpc.org.  
 

Opportunities to Bee-Long at WGPC! 

• Greeters, contact Leigh Ann Fleisher  
at la.fleisher3162@gmail.com 

• Choir & Hand Bells, contact Shawn Portell  
 at spp@wgpc.org 

• Meals Ministry, contact Betsy Wacker at 
wacker.betsy@att.net 

 

https://pda.pcusa.org/
file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/End%20of%20Day%209-14-21/wgpc.org
mailto:hmd@wgpc.org
mailto:la.fleisher3162@gmail.com
mailto:spp@wgpc.org
mailto:wacker.betsy@att.net

