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As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as  
a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Gathering for God’s Word 

 

PRELUDE   “Celtic Blessing” Jeff Perks 
     Shawn Portell, organ 
 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP   Brian Tobin 

 L:  Blessed is God, who hears our prayers, 

 P:  whose steadfast love endures forever.  

 L:  There is no greater love than this: 

 P:  to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  

 L:  God calls us to proclaim the good news.   

 P:  Let us open our hearts to hear God’s word.  
 

 OPENING HYMN #174 “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” MADELEINE 
(see music in back of bulletin)  

     

 CALL TO CONFESSION   

 L: Let us use our voices to declare those things we have said and done  

  that have separated us from God, and from each other,  

  that we may experience God’s mercy and receive God’s forgiveness. 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 L: Let us pray . . .  

 P: You have called us, O God, and we have refused to listen;  

  you have stretched out your hand and we have not taken it.   Continued >> 
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  We have taken what you have given us  

  and used those gifts to hurt others and defy you.   

  We have refused to be tamed by your wisdom.   

  Forgive our inability to recognize you and live out the reality of your gospel.   

  Give us the insight we need to understand your place in our lives  

  so that our words and actions reflect the glory of God in the lives of others.   

  In the name of the Messiah we pray.  Amen. 
   

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 L: The law of the Lord is perfect, and it revives the soul; 

the decrees of the Lord are sure and make wise the simple;  

  the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;  

  the commandment of the Lord is clear, and it enlightens the eyes.   

  Hear the good news!  In Jesus Christ, the living Word, we are forgiven.   

  Live in peace!   

  (Please be seated.) 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 P: And also with you. 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE “Gathered in God’s Name” Michael Burkhardt 

      (see music in back of bulletin)  

 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Brian Tobin 

 L: You speak to us, Lord, with tongues of wisdom. 

  Let your Holy Spirit now open us to hear with greater clarity the teachings of today,  

  that we may hold dear in yet new ways  

  what it is you will for us, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Proverbs 1:20-33 Brian Tobin  
     Pew Bible pg. 584-585 

20  Wisdom cries out in the street; 

    in the squares she raises her voice. 
21 At the busiest corner she cries out; 

    at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 
22 ‘How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 

 How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 

 and fools hate knowledge? 



3 
 

23 Give heed to my reproof;    

 I will pour out my thoughts to you; 

   I will make my words known to you. 
24 Because I have called and you refused, 

    have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, 
25 and because you have ignored all my counsel 

    and would have none of my reproof, 
26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 

   I will mock when panic strikes you, 
27  when panic strikes you like a storm, 

    and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 

    when distress and anguish come upon you. 
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 

    they will seek me diligently, but will not find me. 
29 Because they hated knowledge 

 and did not choose the fear of the Lord, 
30 would have none of my counsel, 

   and despised all my reproof, 
31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 

    and be sated with their own devices. 
32 For waywardness kills the simple, 

 and the complacency of fools destroys them; 
33 but those who listen to me will be secure 

    and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.’ 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 8:27-38 Rev. Ed Zumwinkel   
      Pew Bible pgs. 43-44 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 

about him. 
 

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He 

said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 

looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 

mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  

Continued >> 
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36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they 

give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 

his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

SERMON    Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 
Responding to God’s Word 

 
OFFERING INVITATION  

 L:  God has given us the sun and made us stewards of all creati0n.   

  God has given us our lives and our very beings.   

  Let us give to god, from what God has given us. 
 

OFFERTORY  “Will You Come and Follow Me” arr. Tom Trenney 
    Chancel Choir 

 

Eucharist   
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 L: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

 P: therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

 L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

P:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 L: In every time and every age, O God, 

it is good and faithful that we give you thanks,  

for your mercy is sure and your steadfast love endures forever. 

In your compassion you gave us Christ Jesus,  

who sets us free from death, and leads us to life eternal. 

And so, with all creation, 

with all the needy and hungry ones, 

with all those who have enough and plenty,  

with creatures large and small, 

with sun and moon and stars,  

and with the saints of every age,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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L: (INSERT JOYS AND CONCERNS) 

 Blessed are you, O God, creator of all things. 

By your power and love you continue to deliver your people from bondage,  

thwart the designs of evil, show the way through the wilderness,  

turn hardship into righteousness, 

and reveal your hand upholding the just. 

Blessed are you, O Christ, servant of the universe.  

You came among us to feed and heal and teach,  

to confound the haughty,  

to confuse the deceivers,  

to challenge the wrong-hearted,  

and, in all these things, to give hope to those who long for peace.     
 

We remember with thanksgiving  

our Lord’s Passover meal, 

  shared with his closest of friends,  

  in which he took the bread and blessed it,  

  broke it open, and gave it to them, saying: 

  This is my body. 

  Take and eat it, remembering me.       
 

  We remember how he took a cup, saying: 

  This is the new covenant in my blood. 

  Drink it, all of you, and remember me.   Continued >> 
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Remembering our Lord’s self-giving love, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Blessed are you, O Spirit, giver of life.  

You give us words when we have none; 

you fill us with vision when we have  

the most need;  

you give us voice to proclaim our faith  

in every hour.  

Be our guide and teacher, today and 

always. 

Come now, O Prince of Peace,  

Spirit of Love, Breath of Life. 

Bring to all this hurting world  

the joy that Mary knew,  

and teach us to proclaim with her,   

  “I have seen the Lord!”  

  In the unity of the Holy Trinity,  

in gratitude for this great day of 

resurrection, 

  we praise you, God of all that is,  

 now and forever. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us: 

 P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

 L: Jesus said: I am the bread of life. 

  Jesus said: I am the vine, you are the branches. 

  Jesus said: Come to me and never be hungry; 

  believe in me and never thirst. 

  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 P: Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

 L: Here at this table we celebrate 

resurrection  

  as you feed us with bread and wine. 

  And as much as we might prefer  

  to stay here in this protected place,  

  you send us back to our work –  

  only it is no longer the same work  

 because we know you are with us  

 and in us,  

 shaping and transforming us  

 to be your witnesses in the world. 

 Nourished in body, mind, and spirit,  

 may all that we say and do  

 give you glory.  Amen. 

 

Sending 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Listening Now” Christopher Grundy 

 
CHARGE 
 L: Live a life worthy of your calling, giving glory to God in all things. 

 P: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  “Trumpet Tune” Jeff Perks 
    Shawn Portell, organ 
     

As you rest in the postlude, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you have met God here 
today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 L: May the God of glory, the Lord of life,  

  and the Spirit of truth be with you all.  Amen. 
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Worship Notes 
 

Those Who Serve Today  

Ushers: Freda Cook, Ken and Mary Wallace,  

 Bob and Judy Weng 

Liturgists: Brian Tobin 

Camera Operators: Tom McNeely, Spencer  

 Roudebush, Dennis Wacker 
 

Chancel Flowers 

The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of God, 

the gift of Jim and Mary Roberts. 
 

Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into 

the homes of those who are unable to worship with us 

in person, each of our worship services is live-

streamed and video recorded for viewing on our 

website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages. 

Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation 

indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  
 

Resources 

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are 

provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 

the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year 

B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 

the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for  

Year B, Volume 2 © 2018 

 

Ministry Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III  

efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla 

hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  

sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings  

jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell  

spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas  

bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  

tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  

jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  

jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer 

baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries/Digital 

Communications: 

Cherstin Byers > chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: 314-962-9210 x3212 

Pete Brennan (Supervisor) 

Pierre Campbell 

Ken Kastner  
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September 12, 2021 Announcements 

Get Ready for Mission Weekend! 
October 2 and 3 

Despite the continued impacts of COVID, we will still 
be joining together for our annual Mission Weekend. 

There are many physically-
distanced projects 
including mulching the 
ECC playground, working 

in the Home Sweet Home warehouse, and packing 
care packages and sack lunches at church. For more 
information and to sign up, see the Friday Flash.  

 

Responding to the Crisis in Afghanistan: 
An Update from International Institute 

We are surprised and happy to say that the St. Louis 
community responded so enthusiastically that the 

International Institute has put a 
temporary stop to accepting new 
donations of household items. 
Their storage is filled to the brim, 
and for now they are going to spend 
time sorting and assessing what 
they need. For that reason, we have 

put a temporary stop to our collection of items for 
IISTL until we hear what items they will need and 
when. If you would like to contribute in another way, 
IISTL is accepting bus passes, grocery gift cards and 
financial donations. You can find out more about 
their collection by going to https://www.iistl.org/ . 
 

Looking for Officers 
The Nominating Committee 
is currently preparing a new 
slate of officers for the Class 
of 2024.  If you would like 
to serve the church as a 
Deacon, Elder or Trustee or 
nominate a member to serve, please contact Lynne 
Binder at ljbinder@msn.com. 
 

Volunteer Nursery Worker Needed 
Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m. - noon 

A volunteer is needed to work in the 
nursery. The nursery volunteer is an 
aide to the staff teacher who will lead 
the nursery service.  Volunteers just 
show up and do as directed- no planning 

or prep required!  If you love little children and 
would like to serve, please contact Carrie Rao at 
gopackers4@me.com.   

WGPC Would Like to Hire 
A Part-Time Teacher’s Aide 

WGPC ECC is looking to hire a 
part-time teacher’s aide for the 
Little Learners classroom 
(ages 1-3). Hours are Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. – 
noon. No experience necessary but must love kids! 
Interested? Please reach out to Amanda at  
917-312-7075 or ecc@wgpc.org. 
 

Social Advocacy Film Club: “FREEDOM SUMMER” 

Tuesday, September 14, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Recent changes to voting laws have 
created issues of equity in voting 
rights. Examine the 1964 
Mississippi civil rights movement 
in The American Experience’s 
“Freedom Summer.” View the film 
online and join us on the 14th for a 
Zoom discussion.  Links and 

information are on WGPC’s Advocacy page at 
https://wgpc.org/ministries/advocacy-team/. 
 

 

 

Helping Victims of Disaster 

As we all are aware, people around the world have 
experienced a tremendous amount of suffering from 
natural disasters throughout 2021. Along with our 
prayers, many people want to contribute financially 
to help where they can. The PC(USA)’s mission 
agency includes Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA), which reaches out during times of crisis to 
offer support and resources. Wildfires, flooding, 
hurricanes, and earthquakes are all impacting our 
world right now, and PDA can connect our 
contributions with those in need following these 
disasters. If you would like more information on how 
to donate, please visit https://pda.pcusa.org/.  

Opportunities to Bee-Long at WGPC! 
• Mission Weekend, contact Beth Kozlauskas  

 at bok@wgpc.org            

• Transportation providers, contact Mike  
 Kearney at newstlou@swbell.net

• Environmental Stewardship, contact Dennis  
   Wacker at wackerd@ann.net 

https://www.iistl.org/
mailto:gopackers4@me.com
mailto:ecc@wgpc.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lK_aLd2-ETKpKdNev_F8Lv_hdnCUD50l3w4Y6pdX8ov6GbHjSLC3xYOgnpS3164h5r1XYkrq3xHODiTQ4lWxdg19Civn5rDHvEGZQkhWf2txLPhTyKPHHw9b6iqDEq9IfIAZfn70qiuJuuW6FJbHu-IbtjP0PkFAg9nYzCNMyPMvOf4Yg61vKS_LtTNhG-cms6n0ljCInL8YnY_8EPpD9nvCtznDSWbs&c=z9nY2TQoaPEISSRKyqp6A1KsE2BTQ6wb_VczFW4pTYnIKN6K5y7vqQ==&ch=GDMrgcLv1a7hlZcYoo0Smo4qExn4bgl-rgNGtpBP8wedTO3lLiNzOg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lK_aLd2-ETKpKdNev_F8Lv_hdnCUD50l3w4Y6pdX8ov6GbHjSLC3xVp41HU5B1yEOsgB29RFIZV4zuW8B8IK8fA5CIXMT_UxV0cYeTCLc7IRg5bbcgrVskObgoBZohtWBSqmazNOERYBvA-BUEY7KsPQkn34pXN4asewvbnq1ak=&c=z9nY2TQoaPEISSRKyqp6A1KsE2BTQ6wb_VczFW4pTYnIKN6K5y7vqQ==&ch=GDMrgcLv1a7hlZcYoo0Smo4qExn4bgl-rgNGtpBP8wedTO3lLiNzOg==
https://wgpc.org/ministries/advocacy-team/
https://pda.pcusa.org/
mailto:bok@wgpc.org
mailto:newstlou@swbell.net
mailto:wackerd@ann.net
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Host a Youth Dinner! It’s as Easy as Pizza! 
Sundays 5:00-5:30 p.m. 

Break bread with Celtics and Agape!  
Sign up to provide dinner (20 servings  
with a vegetarian option) for our youth  
on Sunday night (or many nights) using the Friday 
Flash link. Bring your kids, partner,  
grandkids! You can order take-out, use the church 
kitchen, or prepare a meal at home and bring it in. 
Youth will set up and clean up. Questions? Contact 

Pastor Hannah for more info at hmd@wgpc.org.  
 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
Sunday, October 3  

WGPC will collect for the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering to empower congregations and individuals 

to become peacemakers. Through 
this offering, congregations are 
encouraged and equipped to find 
and address anxiety and discord 
prevalent throughout our world. 
Half of the offering goes to the 
national church to address these 

issues globally, including the Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Program, 25% to congregations like 
ours for local peace and reconciliation work, and 25% 
to mid councils for regional ministries. To contribute 
look for special envelopes in the pews, mail a check 
the church office, or donate on our website by 
selecting Special Offering > Peace & Global Witness.  

 

Masks in Worship 
The CDC guidelines have been updated to reflect new 
data on the Delta variant of the coronavirus. Data 
suggests it is more potent and contagious than the 
Alpha variant and now much more common. COVID 
cases are rising and the positivity rate has increased 
in our area. Children in our congregation 12 and 
under as well as some immunocompromised 
individuals are unable to be vaccinated. For the sake 
of these in our church family, we are at this time 
asking all vaccinated and unvaccinated worshipers to 
please wear a mask during worship and as you move 
around the church. We ask you to also remain 
"socially distanced.”  While the risk remains 
relatively low for vaccinated individuals, we 
believe making this sacrifice for others in our church 
is a faithful action to take to express our love for one 
another. Thank you for your kindness, 
understanding, and patience. Encourage those you 
know who are not vaccinated to be vaccinated so we 
can get back to normal!  Thank you.   
     Pastor Ed 

 
 
 

 

Classes start this Sunday, September 12, 
following worship.  The nursery will be open until 
noon. For the full fall schedule, visit WGPC.org > 
Ministries > Faith Formation > Adult Ministries > 
Adult Education. 
 

Adult Classes, 10:45-11:45 a.m.  
in the Church Parlor and on Zoom 

 

Adult classes will kick off with a three-part series 
entitled Do Black Lives Matter to White Christians? 
presented by Dr. Ruben Rosario-Rodriquez, 
Theology Professor at St. Louis University. Attend 
one or all three sessions! 
 

• TODAY, Sept. 12: What is Racism: A Biblical 
Perspective 

• Sept. 19: Reformed Theological Resources  
for Resisting Racism 

• Sept. 26: Black Life Matter to God 
 

Additional topics will include: Coping with 
Pandemic Stress, Presbyterian Mission in Latin 
America, Gratitude in Tough Times, Advent 
Explorations, and More Light: Welcoming the 
LGBTQ+ Community, plus presentations from 
Environmental Stewardship and mission activities.  
 

Children's Classes, 10:40-11:45 a.m. 
Drop-off and pick-up in Room 210 

 

Children pre-k through 5th grade will participate in 
a weekly rotation of classes to Praise (music and 

worship leadership), Explore (art, science, yoga and 
more), Grow (gardening and cooking) and Serve 

(mission projects). Each of the four-week segments 
focuses on the same Biblical story or theme.  
 

Youth Classes, Sunday evenings 
 

Celtics Middle School Fellowship: 4:00-5:30 p.m. in 

the Youth Lounge.   
Agape High School Fellowship: 5:00-7:00 p.m. in 

the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will come together for a family meal from 

5:00-5:30 p.m. 
 

mailto:hmd@wgpc.org
wgpc.org

