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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRELUDE    “Barbara Allen” from “Mountain Songs”         Robert Beaser

    W. Mark Akin, guitar and  Jennifer Nitchman, flute  

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE            

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                Brian Tobin, Liturgist       

 I was glad when they said to me: 

 Let us go to the house of the Lord! 

 How lovely is your dwelling place, O God of hosts. 

 My soul longs for the courts of the Lord; 

 My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

 Happy are those whose strength is in you; 

 Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. 

 Let us worship God! 

  

HYMN     “Adagio” and “Andante Sostenuto: from 6Studies in English Folksong”                    
          by  Ralph Vaughan Williams
    
 

CALL TO CONFESSION             

 When we pass through deep waters 

 or go through times of fiery trial, 

 the Lord our God is with us. 

 With confidence in God, our creator and redeemer, 

 let us confess our sins. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION             

 Gracious God, 

 our sins are too heavy to carry, 

 too real to hide, 
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 and too deep to undo. 

 Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 

 what our hearts can no longer bear, 

 and what has become for us 

 a consuming fire of judgment. 

 

 Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 

 open us to a future in which we can be changed; 

 and grant us grace 

 to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 

 through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 

 Amen. 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

 Do not fear, says the Lord, 

 for I have redeemed you. 

 I have called you by name; you are mine. 

 

 God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth! 

 By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                      

 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE “Larghetto” and “Lento” from 6Studies       Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                Brian Tobin, Liturgist 
  
 Speak to us, living God, 

 as you have spoken to our ancestors: 

 through the voices of your prophets, 

 the breath of your Spirit, 

 and the life of your Son, 

 so that we may live according to your word; 

 through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Deuteronomy 34:1-12             Pew Bible, pg. 191 

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite 

Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, 
2
all Naphtali, the land of 

Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 
3
the Negeb, and the 

Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 
4
The Lord said to him, 

“This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your de-

scendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.”
5
Then Moses, the 

servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. 
6
He was buried in a val-

ley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. 
7
Moses 

was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not 

abated. 
8
The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning 

for Moses was ended. 
9
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid 

his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
10

Never 

since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. 
11

He was 

unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, 

against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, 
12

and for all the mighty deeds and all the ter-

rifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

 NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE I Thessalonians 2:1-8            Pew Bible, pg.  203 

 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 
2
but though we 

had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our 

God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 
3
For our appeal does not spring 
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from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 
4
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrust-

ed with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who 

tests our hearts. 
5
As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or 

with a pretext for greed; 
6
nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 

7
though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a 

nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 
8
So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to 

share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very 

dear to us. 

SERMON                        Rev. Hannah Zyla

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Loving God, 

 remember the whole human family, 

 especially those who hunger for food or justice, 

 those who lack homes or human dignity; 

 so many are unknown to us, 

 yet each known to you 

 and each a child of your love. 

 

 Remember your people 

 in every part of the world, 

 redeemed by Christ, 

 dedicated to service, 

 called to love. 

 

 Remember your Church in this place, 

 set in this community 

 to light  the way to your grace and truth. 

 

 Remember those who are ill or sorrowing, 

 those who are concerned for dear ones, 

 those who have difficult choices to make, 
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 especially any known to us 

 whom we commend to you now… 

 May they know that nothing is able  

 to separate them from your love in Christ Jesus. 

 

 By your mercy, 

 bring us to the last, with all your faithful people, 

 to the peace and joy of your nearer presence, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                  Seele Family

        

OFFERING INVITATION                 

 God has told us what is good; 

 and what does the Lord require? 

 To do justice, love kindness, 

 and walk humbly with our God. 

 Let us return to God a portion of the gifts we have been given. 

 

OFFERTORY  “Adante molto sostenuto” from Gran Duetto Concertante Op. 85           Mauro Giuliani
   

.  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

 Through your goodness 

 you have blessed us with these gifts: 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions. 

 

 Use us, and what we have gathered, 

 in feeding the world with your love; 

 through the one who gave himself for us, 

 Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen.  

                   

HYMN    “Andante Tranquilo” and Allegro Vivace”    Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

CHARGE                       Rev. Hannah Zyla 

  

BENEDICTION 

  

POSTLUDE      “Cindy” from Mountain Songs          Robert Beaser
    W. Mark Akin, guitar and Jennifer Nitchman, flute 
 
(Please remain seated for today’s postlude. Following the service our musical guests kindly ask that 
you do not greet them in respect of COVID-19 social distancing guidelines. A hand clap will be wel-

comed and appreciated.) 
 
 

Welcome to Our Guests! 
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Award winning classical guitarist W. Mark Akin is a 

St. Louis based musician who has engaged audienc-

es across the country with his dynamic on-stage pres-

ence and musicality. Mark has won prizes in numer-

ous competitions such as the Wilson Center Guitar 

Competition in Wisconsin, Beethoven Club Competi-

tion in Memphis, the University of Arizona’s Beeston 

Competition and Sholin Competition, and was most 

recently selected as a winner of the Artist Presenta-

tion Society of St. Louis Competition. Originally from 

Tennessee, Mark started his guitar studies by learn-

ing to play electric hard rock, idolizing guitarists such 

as Eric Johnson, Yngwie Malmsteen, and Eddie Van 

Halen. After discovering the classical guitar in high 

school, he then decided to study the instrument full-

time and subsequently received his bachelor’s and 

masters degrees in guitar performance from Belmont 

University in Nashville, and the University of Arizona in Tucson. As an active teacher. Mark has 

taught innumerable private lessons and classes. In addition to being on faculty at Washington 

“University, he works with the St. Louis Classical Guitar Society’s outreach education initiative enti-

tled Guitar Horizons.  

 

Jennifer Nitchman has held the position of Second Flute with the St. Loui Symphony since 2003. An 

active teacher, she is on the faculty of Saint Louis University and has appeared as a guest artist and 

clinician at numerous institutions and flute festivals as well 

as maintaining a private flute studio in her home. Ms. Nitch-

man has also performed with the Boston Symphony Or-

chestra, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and Fort Wayne 

Philharmonic, as well as the Britt and Brevard Music Festi-

vals. Prior to her appointment with the St. Louis Symphony, 

Ms. Nitchman was pursuing a Doctor of Music degree at 

Indiana University, where she was a student of Thomas 

Robertello. She has also held the position of Assistant Prin-

cipal Flute with the United States Army Field Band in 

Washington, DC. Jennifer lives in St. Louis with her hus-

band and three cats. They are committed city residents 

who have renovated homes in two different neighborhoods. 

She serves on the board of Tenth Cat Rescue, which priori-

tizes saving cats with special needs. You can follow the ex-

ploits of her blind cat Stevie on Instagram at 

@steviepeeperscat. When she isn’t playing the flute or try-

ing to get you to adopt a cat, she enjoys cooking, obses-

sively reading cookbooks, trying to grow her own food and 

traveling. 
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WORD OF WELCOME 

The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed 

to keep all safe.  

For the sake of all attending worship, masks are required while in worship. 

During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or 

hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of 

peace. We encourage creativity! 

For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed 

during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give in 

person. 

If you have any questions about the procedures as outlined, please see one of the pastors or Betsy 

Wacker. 

 

 

 

MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III      efc@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla      hmd@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings   jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell    spp@wgpc.org 

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh    ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com 

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland  pdc@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas    brk@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo     tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer     jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons    jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton     vph@wgpc.org 

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan      (314) 962-9210 ext 3212 

 

 45 West Lockwood Avenue      www.wgpc.org 

 Webster Groves, MO 63119      314-962-9210 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

VOTER INFORMATION 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch and the League of Women Voters of Metro St. Louis are publishing 

the Voters Guide earlier in the election cycle to assist voters who plan to cast absentee or mail-in 

ballots. The print edition of the Voters Guide was published on Oct. 15.   

This is the link: https://lwv.thevoterguide.org/v/stlouispd20/build.do 

 

BALLOT NOTARIZATION SERVICES AT WGPC—OCT 25, 12PM-3PM 
Mail in ballots must be notarized and WGPC will once again provide free ballot notarization services 

outside the Hale entrance, from noon to 3pm. Wear your mask and bring your completed ballot, en-

velope and identification. If these dates don’t work for you, call Janice Seele at 714-642-3376 and 

she will put you in touch with one of our many volunteer notaries. Please spread the word about 

these notary events, which are open to the community. 

 

NON-PARTISAN CONTACTLESS ELECTION PROTECTION VOLUNTEERS ARE 

NEEDED 

Sign up for Election Protection at ProtectTheVote.net . Volunteer opportunities—including legal sup-

port, poll monitor, roving monitor and social media monitor—are contactless or remote. 

 

SUNDAY VESPERS BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1 

With the change in season and the coming dark evenings, MiniMeets and Gospel Medicine are on 

pause until the spring. Instead, join us for Vespers (a traditional evening service celebrating light) on 

Zoom each Sunday at 7pm beginning Sunday, November 1. The zoom link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83756833793?pwd=L0RDdmNVbDd6VVQwN29yRWRINijpZz09 
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Information About Amendment 3 
On October 11, David Kimball, Professor, and Interim Chair of Political Science at UMSL, discussed 
Amendment 3 during the Education Hour. Following David’s presentation the Advocacy Team voted 
to endorse and share their support of the "No on 3" campaign, feeling that the Amendment 
3 language is deceptive in stating gifts and donations will be reduced without indicating that these 
limits would be minuscule given the major changes made through the prior adoption of Clean Mis-
souri and also that the primary purpose of the Amendment is to overturn fair and competitive redis-
tricting of voting districts.  The redistricting would reduce representation for communities of color and 
urban and suburban areas, which would go against our commitment to ending racism as a Matthew 
25 church as well as reduce fairness across Missouri.  A comparison of the Clean Missouri, passed 
by 62% of Missouri voters in 2018, and Amendment 3, placed on the November 3 ballot by the legis-
lature, can be found below: 
 
 

 

Amendment 1 – Clean Missouri 
 

(Placed on the 2018 ballot by citizen peti-
tion, passed by 62% of voters in 2018, 

including a majority in every voting district 
in the state) 

  
•       Reduced lobbyist gifts to legislators 
to $5, down from a previously unlimited 
amount. 
  
•       Reduced individual contributions to 
legislators to $2500 for state senate can-
didates and $2000 for state house candi-
dates, down from a previously unlimited 
amount. 
  
•       Called for re-districting by a non-
partisan demographer in such a way that 
districts are more fair and create political-
ly competitive districts. 
  
•       Bans political fundraising on state 
property 
  
•       Requires legislators to wait 2 years 
before becoming lobbyists. 

Amendment 3 

 
(On the ballot November 3 and placed on 

the ballot by the legislature) 
  
•       Eliminates gifts to legislators. 
  
•       Reduces individual contributions to 
state senate candidates to $2400. 
  
•       Guts the re-districting portion of 
Clean Missouri in many respects, calling 
for redistricting to be made based upon 
the number of voting age citi-
zens. Current redistricting guidelines are 
based upon the number of people living 
in an area.  This new definition of redis-
tricting guidelines eliminates children and 
non-citizen immigrants from the count, 
reducing the representation in urban and 
suburban areas.  If approved, Missouri 
would be the only state that does not in-
clude all persons in re-districting formu-
las. 
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RECURRING EVENTS 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS FOLLOWING ONLINE WORSHIP 

Put the coffee on; grab a sweet treat; and be ready to see your friends, make new friends and enjoy 

the comfort and laughter of fellowship. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link. 

GOSPEL MEDICINE - AN ANTIDOTE TO PANDEMIC ISOLATION 

Join us each Sunday at 4:00pm for a brief time of in-person conversation, meditation and prayer. 

Bring your mask and a chair and we will gather together—six feet apart! - on the parking lot in the 

shade of our beautiful church. 

We will enrich our souls exploring the book Gospel Medicine, a book of sermons written by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, author of last year’s all church read, Holy Envy.  Each week Pastor Hannah will lead 

us in a conversation about one of Taylor’s sermons. Each chapter in the book is a different sermon. 

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF 

GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM 

For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the 

world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of 

Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be 

teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free 

and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are 

able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.               

Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered. 

BLACK LIVES MATTER VIGIL 

Our Black Lives Matter vigils with other churches along Lockwood continue on Friday nights from 

6:00-6:30pm. Meet in the WGPC parking lot, wear a mask, and bring your chair if you need one. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND POLITICS 

Are you aware that the PCUSA has an Office of Public Witness which is the 

public policy information and advocacy office of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)? Through the office of Public Witness, PCUSA participates in direct 

advocacy with members of Congress and the administration through in-

person meetings, letters and phone calls and administration on matters of 

conscience and faith, as well as advocate for the less fortunate.  

In the coming weeks, the Advocacy Team will be working hard to make 

sure that all voters know and are able to exercise their voting rights by shar-

ing information about new voting procedures and deadlines, making notaries available for those vot-

ing by mail, and encouraging people to get out to vote. But why are we doing this? Isn’t voting politi-

cal and left to areas outside of the church> Doesn’t this muddy up the separation between church 

and state? The Presbyterian Church believes that this answer is “No”. Values can be reflected 

through a nation’s public policies, which is why the PCUSA Office of Public Witness exists. 

 

 


