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Service for the Lord’s Day 

October 18, 2020 
9:30 a.m. 

 

OUR MISSION 
We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people and joyfully serve God. 
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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRELUDE      Suite in “C”     C. Callahan

   I.  Prelude in Free Style    III. Reflection  

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE            

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP              Janice Seele, Liturgist       

 Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name. 

 Tell of God’s saving power from day to day. 

 Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 

 Tremble before God, all the earth. 

  

HYMN      “Holy, Holy, Holy”             NICEA 
(Music included at end of bulletin.) 

 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION             

 God does not regard us with partiality, 

 but with the grace of Christ Jesus, 

 deals with each of us according to our need. 

 With gratitude for this amazing grace, 

 let us confess our sin. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION             

 Lord God, forgive us: 

 In our words, we are tempted to speak truth 

 in whispered tones. 

 In our work, we are tempted to serve you 

 with halfhearted energy. 

 In our worship, 

 we are tempted to thank you with leftover gifts. 
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 As you forgive and make us whole again, 

 give us, we pray, 

 a gentle boldness, 

 a fresh chore,  

 and a new spirit within us. 

 We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SONG      “Kyrie Eleison”      Thomas Luis de Victoria 

      WGPC Staff Singers  

translation: “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.”  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

 Let the heavens be glad, 

 and let the earth rejoice! 

 Let the sea roar with laughter, 

 the fields shout in celebration, 

 and the forests sing with joy: 

 in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                      

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE   “We Are Forgiven”         WE ARE FORGIVEN 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Janice Seele, Liturgist 
  
 Holy One, true and living God, 

 through the message of the gospel 

 and the power of your Spirit 

 make us imitators of the Lord: 

 Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Isaiah 45:1-7                       Pew Bible, pg. 674 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 

nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates 

shall not be closed: 
2
I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the 

doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
3
I will give you the treasures of darkness 

and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Is-

rael, who call you by your name. 
4
For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 

call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 

5
I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do 

not know me, 
6
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there 

is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7
I form light and create darkness, 
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I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 

 

 NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE I Thessalonians 1:1-10           Pew Bible, pg.  198 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constant-

ly 
3
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and stead-

fastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 

God, that he has chosen you, 
5
because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 

only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 

kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 

6
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 

word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
7
so that you became an example to all the believers 

in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we 

have no need to speak about it. 
9
For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 

welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and 

true God, 
10

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 

rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

SERMON                 Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Lord God, with gratitude for all your goodness, 

 we come to you in prayer— 

 for our family and friends, 

 for our sisters and brothers in faith, 

 and for the world of nations you have made. 

 

 Remember those who are dear to us. 
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 Wrap your steadfast love around them, 

 sustain them in times of trouble, 

 and keep them always in your care. 

 

 Remember the church of Jesus Christ. 

 Empower us to proclaim the gospel, 

 strengthen us in our conviction, 

 and make us imitators of the Lord. 

 

 Remember the family of nations. 

 Send out your Spirit to renew the earth, 

 welcome all people into your house, 

 and let your love be known in all the world. 

 

 To you, O God, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 in the grace and  peace of Christ we pray. Amen. 

       

OFFERING INVITATION                 

 The Lord made the heavens, 

 and all the earth belongs to God. 

 As Jesus taught us, let us give to God 

 the things that are God’s own. 

OFFERTORY    “He Hideth My Soul”         Mark Shepperd 

 

A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord, 
A wonderful Savior to me; 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, 
Where rivers of pleasure I see. 

 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock 
That shadows a dry, thirsty land; 

He hideth my life in the depths of his love, 
And covers me there with his hand. 

 

A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord, 
He taketh my burden away; 

He holdeth me up, and I shall not be moved, 
He giveth me strength as my day. 

 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock 
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That shadows a dry, thirsty land; 
He hideth my life in the depths of his love, 

And covers me there with his hand. 
 

With numberless blessing each moment he crowns, 
And filled with his fullness divine, 

I sing in my rapture, “Oh, glory to God 
For such a Redeemer as mine!” 

 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock 
That shadows a dry, thirsty land; 

He hideth my life in the depths of his love, 
And covers me there with his hand.  

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 All honor and majesty, strength and beauty 

 are yours, Almighty God, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 Let these simple offerings we bring 

 be a sign of the great glory 

 that is due to your holy name; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 Maker of heaven and earth, 

 and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 he descended into hell; 

 the third day he rose again from the dead; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 and sitteth on the right hand 

 of God the Father Almighty; 

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

 the holy catholic church; 

 the communion of saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; 

 the resurrection of the body; 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                 

HYMN     “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”     ST DENIO

     ( Music found at end of bulletin.) 

 

 

CHARGE                     Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 Go forth to declare God’s glory 

 among all the nations 

 so that God’s wonderful work 

 may be known to all. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 Grace to you and peace 

 from God the Father, 

 through the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 in the Holy Spirit. 

 

POSTLUDE       Suite in “C”      C. Callahan
      II. March        



 9 



 10 



 11 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church plans to reopen soon with one service of worship at 9:30 

a.m. in the sanctuary. Please refer to the Friday Flash and the website for the specific date when in-

person worship will begin..  

The reopening will be a welcome event for many of us who long to worship together. Our primary 

concern is for the safety of all.   

For those who prefer to worship in the safety of their home, we will continue to provide the live 

stream worship service on the “Online Worship” page of our website at WGPC.org. We understand 

your concern and respect your decision; the Church gathers in worship in many places and ways! 

The committee planning the reopening of the church has formed the following procedures to help 

people worship safely. Please take note of these procedures before attending worship:  

Sign up to attend 

To meet the recommendations of St. Louis County for the number of people allowed in the building, 

those who plan to attend church on any given Sunday should register in advance. A Sign Up Genius 

registration will be online and a link to it is in the Friday Flash. You also may register by calling Va-

lerie Hampton in the church office (314-962-9210 ext. 3202). Some seats will be reserved for mem-

bers who do not use the Internet and people who may walk in from the community. 

Masks 

For the sake of all, those planning to attend church must be symptom free and have not had contact 

with a person with COVID-19 for at least 14 days. Masks are required. Worship leaders will wear 

masks except when speaking.  

Entering and Leaving the Church 

Use the Memorial Garden door and the Hale entrance for entering and exiting the church. As you en-

ter or exit, please practice social distancing allowing at least six feet between you and other people in 

the congregation. At each doorway, Greeters will check names off the registration sheet. If you have 

not pre-registered, you will be asked to complete a registration form. Greeters will practice social dis-

tancing – providing guidance and information but not shaking hands.  

Please use the hand sanitizer available at each entrance when entering and leaving. 

Those entering from the parking lot through the Memorial Garden door should come into the sanctu-

ary through the back door, down the outside aisle and fill the church from front to back. Every other 

pew will be marked to ensure social distancing.  

We encourage those with mobility issues to use the Memorial Garden door to avoid the elevator.  

Those entering through the Hale entrance should come in the pastor’s door, travel down the outside 

aisle and fill the church from the back to front.  

When the worship service is over, the congregation will be dismissed by rows through the same 

doors they came in. The balcony will not be used unless necessary. If used, dismissal will be to 

Lockwood Ave.  

Worship  

The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed 
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to help keep each other safe. 

During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or 

hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of 

peace. We encourage creativity! 

For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed 

during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give in 

person. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is held on the second Sunday of the month. Please bring your 

own communion elements and serve yourself and your family.  

For a baptism, please make an appointment to discuss the event with a pastor. 

Please bring your Bible. For the time being we will be removing materials from the pews.   

The following activities and programs remained closed: Fellowship Hour, Children’s and Adult Li-

brary, Christian Education, Nursery, Pray Ground, and activity bags for older children. Fami-

lies are invited to bring their own quiet activities for use in the pews.   

Greeters, ushers, liturgists and staff will be trained for their roles. Our custodial staff is working to en-

sure our church is clean and ready. 

We look forward to seeing you, worshipping with you and being God’s holy church in person and 

online! If you have any questions about attending worship or the procedures as outlined in this letter, 

call one of the pastors or Betsy Wacker. 

 

Peace to you and your families, 

Sincerely, 

 

Pastors  Re-opening Committee  
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MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III      efc@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla      hmd@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings   jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell    spp@wgpc.org 

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh    ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com 

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland  pdc@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas    brk@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo     tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer     jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons    jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton     vph@wgpc.org 

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan      (314) 962-9210 ext 3212 

 

 45 West Lockwood Avenue      www.wgpc.org 

 Webster Groves, MO 63119      314-962-9210 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

VOTER INFORMATION 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch and the League of Women Voters of Metro St. Louis are publishing 

the Voters Guide earlier in the election cycle to assist voters who plan to cast absentee or mail-in 

ballots. The print edition of the Voters Guide was published on Oct. 15.   

This is the link: https://lwv.thevoterguide.org/v/stlouispd20/build.do 

 

BALLOT NOTARIZATION SERVICES AT WGPC—OCT 18, AND 25, 12PM-3PM 

Mail in ballots must be notarized and WGPC will once again provide free ballot notarization services 

outside the Hale entrance, from noon to 3pm. Wear your mask and bring your completed ballot, en-

velope and identification. If these dates don’t work for you, call Janice Seele at 714-642-3376 and 

she will put you in touch with one of our many volunteer notaries. Please spread the word about 

these notary events, which are open to the community. 

 

NON-PARTISAN CONTACTLESS ELECTION PROTECTION VOLUNTEERS ARE 

NEEDED 

Sign up for Election Protection at ProtectTheVote.net . Volunteer opportunities—including legal sup-

port, poll monitor, roving monitor and social media monitor—are contactless or remote. 
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RECURRING EVENTS 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS FOLLOWING ONLINE WORSHIP 

Put the coffee on; grab a sweet treat; and be ready to see your friends, make new friends and enjoy 

the comfort and laughter of fellowship. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link. 

GOSPEL MEDICINE - AN ANTIDOTE TO PANDEMIC ISOLATION 

Join us each Sunday at 4:00pm for a brief time of in-person conversation, meditation and prayer. 

Bring your mask and a chair and we will gather together—six feet apart! - on the parking lot in the 

shade of our beautiful church. 

We will enrich our souls exploring the book Gospel Medicine, a book of sermons written by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, author of last year’s all church read, Holy Envy.  Each week Pastor Hannah will lead 

us in a conversation about one of Taylor’s sermons. Each chapter in the book is a different sermon. 

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF 

GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM 

For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the 

world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of 

Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be 

teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free 

and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are 

able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.               

Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered. 

BLACK LIVES MATTER VIGIL 

Our Black Lives Matter vigils with other churches along Lockwood continue on Friday nights from 

6:00-6:30pm. Meet in the WGPC parking lot, wear a mask, and bring your chair if you need one. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND POLITICS 

Are you aware that the PCUSA has an Office of Public Witness which is the 

public policy information and advocacy office of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)? Through the office of Public Witness, PCUSA participates in direct 

advocacy with members of Congress and the administration through in-

person meetings, letters and phone calls and administration on matters of 

conscience and faith, as well as advocate for the less fortunate.  

In the coming weeks, the Advocacy Team will be working hard to make 

sure that all voters know and are able to exercise their voting rights by shar-

ing information about new voting procedures and deadlines, making notaries available for those vot-

ing by mail, and encouraging people to get out to vote. But why are we doing this? Isn’t voting politi-

cal and left to areas outside of the church> Doesn’t this muddy up the separation between church 

and state? The Presbyterian Church believes that this answer is “No”. Values can be reflected 

through a nation’s public policies, which is why the PCUSA Office of Public Witness exists. 

 

 


