
 1 

 

WEBSTER GROVES 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

October 11, 2020 
9:30 a.m. 

 

OUR MISSION 
We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people and joyfully serve God. 
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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRELUDE     “I Was So Glad”            Christopher Grundy

   

I was brokenhearted, I was weary and alone 

thinking no one felt the same and scared out on my own, 

and I was so glad when they said, “Let’s go to the house of the HOLY ONE,” 

O Spirit, gather us in, gather us into one, Spirit gather us into one. 

 

Trapped inside my privilege, scared of all that I might lose, 

wanting things, yet wanting God and not knowing how to choose 

and I was so glad when they said, “Let’s go to the house of the HOLY ONE,” 

O Spirit, gather us in, gather us into one, Spirit gather us into one. 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE            

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                  Brian Tobin, Liturgist       

 The Lord is good! 

 God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

  

HYMN      “Our God is Here”              Chris Muglia 
 

Here in this time, here in this place, here we are standing face to face. 
Here in our hearts, here in our lives, our God is here. 

Here for the broken, here for the strong, here in this temple we belong. 
Here in our hearts, here in our lives, our God is here. 

 
And we cry: “Holy! Holy! Holy are you!” and we cry: “Holy! Holy! Holy and true!” 

Amen, we do believe our God is here. Our God is here. 
 

Here in the Word, God is revealed, here where the wounded can be healed. 
Here in our hearts, here in our lives, our God is here. 

Here we become what we receive, here in the Eucharist feast. 
We are his body, living as one; our God is here. 

 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION             

 Let us come before the throne of God, 

 the mercy seat,  

 with all our humanity, 

 open to the peace of promised forgiveness. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION             

 You invite us to your feast, O God, 

 and we do not come. 

 You beg us to give thanks for life, 

 and we fail in our thanksgiving. 

 You have made for us a wonderful earth, 

 and we neglect the gift. 

 Forgive us for what we have done 

 and for abandoning the pathway you desire for us. 

 Be our guide and conscience. 

 Turn our feet and hands to your will, 

 that all we do might give glory to you. Amen.  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

 The God of peace, who calls all creation to live in unity, 

 hears your plea. 

 In the spirit of feasting and thanksgiving, 

 in the mercy of Almighty God, 

 you are forgiven! 

 For the sake of Christ Jesus, our Savior, 

 who died and rose from the dead 

 to destroy the shroud of despair, rejoice!  

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                      

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 and also with you. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE  “Bring Us Home”      Deanna Light/Paul Tate 

 

Bring us home from our wandering the valley of death; 
come ransom the people you lift with your breath. 

Bring us hoe from our exile to love’s warm embrace; 
come gather your children who long for your face, 
come gather your children who long for your face. 
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Bring us home, bring us home, from valleys of death, bring us home! 
Bring us home, bring us home, come fill us with breath, bring us home! 

 
Bring us home from the darkness and bathe us in light, 

though long we have stumbles, and strayed from your sight. 
Bring us home to the circle where love has no end, 
where outcast and stranger are welcomed as friend 
where outcast and stranger are welcomed as friend. 

 
Bring us home to the heavens where pardon and peace 

pass all understanding, where mourning shall cease, 
Bring us home to the kingdom where Love sits enthroned, 

our hope and our promise, our eternal home 
our hope and our promise, our eternal home. 

 

Bring us home, bring us home, to pardon and peace, bring us home! 
Bring us home, bring us home, till mourning shall cease, bring us home! 

 

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                Brian Tobin, Liturgist 
  
 Your word, O God, is a feast all its own. 

 Let your Holy Spirit open our minds to your call to listen, 

 for we know your holy Word 

 heals and reconciles your people. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Isaiah 25:1-9                Pew Bible, pg. 652 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done 

wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
2
For you have made the city a 

heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be re-

built. 
3
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear 

you. 
4
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a 

shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless 

was like a winter rainstorm, 
5
the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued 

the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
6
On this moun-

tain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-

aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7
And he 

will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is 
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spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 
8
Then the Lord God will wipe 

away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all 

the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
9
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we 

have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have 

waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Psalm 23             Pew Bible, pg.  501 

 

1
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 
3
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for 

his name’s sake. 
4
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you 

are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 
5
You prepare a table before 

me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 

the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Philippians 4:1-9    Pew Bible, pg.  198 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
2
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of 

the same mind in the Lord. 
3
Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 

women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with 

Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
4
Rejoice 

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
5
Let your gentleness be known to every-

one. The Lord is near. 
6
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7
And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
8
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, what-

ever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. 
9
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 

seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  
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SERMON                 Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Let us pray for the needs of the world, saying, 

 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

 

 That all in our community may know 

 what is God’s and what is Caesar’s, 

 and may have the courage so to live, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 

 

 That as the Lord guided Cyrus for the sake of Israel, 

 God will guide our country, its leaders, and its citizens, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 

  

 That justice and peace will be the signs of our trust in God, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 

 

 That the church, in the spirit of Paul, 

 may preach the gospel not merely in words 

 but in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 

 

 That each of us, following Jesus, 

 may be truthful, courting no one’s favor, 

 but living with simplicity and honesty, 

 hear us, O god; 

 your mercy is great. 
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 That like the apostle, all the people in the church 

 may live their faith and labor in love 

 for the poor, the homeless, the imprisoned, 

 the persecuted, and the sick, 

 and that by God’s power 

 the suffering of all creation may be relieved, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 
 
 That wherever there is violence, 
 especially within a family, 

 we may be enabled to confess our part 

 in allowing this darkness to continue. 

 We have shut our eyes to the bruises 

 and shut our ears to the cries of fear and pain. 

 That your healing may come to all homes, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 
 
 That we may remember with gratitude the witness 
 of those who have kept faith in your triune name, 

 hear us, O God; 

 your mercy is great. 
 
 Into your hands we place the well-being of all creation, 
 trusting that you see and know the needs of all, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

OFFERING INVITATION                 

 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

 and pay your vows to the Most High. 

 Let us return to God the offerings of our life 

 and the gifts of the earth. 

 

OFFERTORY   “Este es el Dia”  (This Is The Day)    Pablo Sosa
      Shawn Portell, piano 

 

This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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NICENE CREED 

 

 We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son 

 is worshipped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
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 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

CHARGE                       Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; 

 again I will say, Rejoice. 

 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

 Do not worry. 

 With thanksgiving, speak to God 

 your needs and the needs of this world. 

 Ponder what is pleasing and excellent. 

 Rejoice always. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

 guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

CLOSING SONG   “Your Worthy of My Praise”                David Ruis 

  

I will worship with all of my heart; 

and I will praise you with all of my strength. 

And I will seek you all of my days, 

and I will follow, Lord all of Your ways. 

 

I will give You all my worship, I will give You all my praise. 

You alone I long to worship, You alone are worthy of my praise. 

 

Oh and I will bow down and hail You as King; 

Oh, and I will serve You, I’ll give You everything. 

And I will lift up my eyes to Your throne; 

Oh, and I will trust You, Oh, I will trust You alone. 

      

I will give You all my worship, I will give You all my praise. 

You alone I long to worship, You alone are worthy of my praise. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

VOTER INFORMATION 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch and the League of Women Voters of Metro St. Louis are publishing the 

Voters Guide earlier in the election cycle to assist voters who plan to cast absentee or mail-in bal-

lots. The print edition of the Voters Guide will be published on Oct. 15.   

This is the link: https://lwv.thevoterguide.org/v/stlouispd20/build.do 

 

BALLOT NOTARIZATION SERVICES AT WGPC—OCT 11, 18, AND 25, 12PM-3PM 

Mail in ballots must be notarized and WGPC will once again provide free ballot notarization services 

outside the Hale entrance, from noon to 3pm. Wear your mask and bring your completed ballot, en-

velope and identification. 

 

EDUCATION HOUR OPPORTUNITY ABOUT AMENDMENT 3 

Following today’s service,  please join in an Education Hour Zoom meeting on October 11 at 

10:30am when David Kimball, Professor and Interim Chair of Political Science at UMSL will lead a 

discussion of Amendment 3 prior to the November elections. The zoom link is as follows: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89080333539?pwd=dUY0dzJWRDNzazQwUUwrMStxcmczZz09 

 

SOCIAL ADVOCACYFILM CLUB 

The Advocacy Team invites the congregation to join them for a new Social Advocacy Film Club dis-

cussion group, beginning with the PBS documentary, “Slavery by Another Name”.  After watching, 

join the Film Club on Wednesday, October 14 at 7:00pm for a Zoom discussion about the documen-

tary. Contact Janice Seele at seelesl@aol.com for the Zoom link to the discussion. The link to the 

documentary is : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcCxsLDma2o 

 

BLACK LIVES MATTER VIGIL 

Our Black Lives Matter vigils with other churches along Lockwood continue on Friday nights from 

6:00-6:30pm. Meet in the WGPC parking lot, wear a mask, and bring your chair if you need one. 
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RECURRING EVENTS 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS FOLLOWING ONLINE WORSHIP 

Put the coffee on; grab a sweet treat; and be ready to see your friends, make new friends and enjoy 

the comfort and laughter of fellowship. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link. 

GOSPEL MEDICINE - AN ANTIDOTE TO PANDEMIC ISOLATION 

Join us each Sunday at 4:00pm for a brief time of in-person conversation, meditation and prayer. 

Bring your mask and a chair and we will gather together—six feet apart! - on the parking lot in the 

shade of our beautiful church. 

We will enrich our souls exploring the book Gospel Medicine, a book of sermons written by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, author of last year’s all church read, Holy Envy.  Each week Pastor Hannah will lead 

us in a conversation about one of Taylor’s sermons. Each chapter in the book is a different sermon. 

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF 

GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM 

For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the 

world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of 

Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be 

teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free 

and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are 

able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.               

Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered. 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTORS— TUESDAYS AT 7PM 

Join a pastor on Tuesday evenings at 7pm for a 45 minute Bible study on the text for the coming 

Sunday! No homework required, and we’ll take a break every 3rd Tuesday. Check the Friday Flash 

for the Zoom link, or email Valerie at vph@wgpc.org for more information. 

HELP WANTED………….. 

Do you have a knack for detail? Do you enjoy spelling rules, like “I before e, except after c”? If so, we 

need you! We are looking for 2 volunteer proofreaders to assist with church correspondence. These 

wonderful people would need to be able to work with tight deadlines, have computer and internet ac-

cess, and be willing to receive drafts by email. If you are interested, please contact Valerie at  314-

962-9210, ext 3202, or by email at vph@wgpc.org. Thanks! 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND POLITICS 

Are you aware that the PCUSA has an Office of Public Witness which is the 

public policy information and advocacy office of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)? Through the office of Public Witness, PCUSA participates in direct 

advocacy with members of Congress and the administration through in-

person meetings, letters and phone calls and administration on matters of 

conscience and faith, as well as advocate for the less fortunate.  

In the coming weeks, the Advocacy Team will be working hard to make 

sure that all voters know and are able to exercise their voting rights by shar-

ing information about new voting procedures and deadlines, making nota-

ries available for those voting by mail, and encouraging people to get out to vote. But why are we do-

ing this? Isn’t voting political and left to areas outside of the church> Doesn’t this muddy up the sepa-

ration between church and state? The Presbyterian Church believes that this answer is “No”. Values 

can be reflected through a nation’s public policies, which is why the PCUSA Office of Public Witness 

exists. 
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MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III      efc@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla      hmd@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings   jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell    spp@wgpc.org 

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh    ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com 

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland  pdc@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas    brk@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo     tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer     jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons    jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton     vph@wgpc.org 

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan      (314) 962-9210 ext 3212 

 

 45 West Lockwood Avenue      www.wgpc.org 

 Webster Groves, MO 63119      314-962-9210 


