WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
23rd Sunday after Pentecost ⬧ October 31, 2021 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live
OurChrist’s
Mission:love, welcome all people,
and joyfully
servetoGod.
We seek
live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

Contemplation on “On Eagles Wings”
Shawn Portell, organ

Joncas/te Velde

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

 CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Fling wide the temple gates!
P: Open up the ancient doors!
L: The mighty and the glorious one is coming.
P: Who is this mighty and glorious one?
L: This is the Lord for whom we have waited.
P: Let us be glad and rejoice in God.
 OPENING HYMN #276

“Sing a New Song”

Denise Thomas

SING A NEW SONG arr. Dan Schutte

 CONFESSION AND PARDON
L: Jesus said: Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
P: Eternal God,
in every age you have raised up men and women
to live and die in faith.
We confess that we are indifferent to your will.
You call us to proclaim your name, but we are silent.
You call us to do what is just, but we remain idle. Continued >>
LG

Rev. Hannah Zyla
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You call us to live faithfully, but we are afraid.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Give us courage to follow in your way,
that joined with those from ages past,
who have served you with faith, hope, and love,
we may inherit the kingdom you promised in Jesus Christ.
L: Jesus said: Blessed are the merciful,
for they will receive mercy.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
P: And also with you.
RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

“Gathered in God’s Name”
(see music in back of bulletin)

Michael Burkhardt

Sing at the hand motion of the cantor.

Proclaiming God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Almighty God, your word is life
and your promise is trustworthy and true.
By the power of your Holy Spirit
write your word upon our hearts
so that we may be your new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

John 11: 32-44

Denise Thomas

Pew Bible pg. 105

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where
have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said,
‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that
if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Continued >>
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And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come
out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped
in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
SCRIPTURE READING

Revelation 21: 1-6a

Pew Bible pg. 259

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away.’ And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’
Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done!
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift
from the spring of the water of life.
SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Responding to God’s Word
50, 60, AND 70-YEAR MEMBER RECOGNITION
L: On this, Reformation Sunday, we are reminded that Martin Luther taught one cannot be a
Christian alone but is part of a community of believers. Today we recognize those who have
been serving Jesus Christ as members of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church for 50 years, 60
years, and 70 years as part of this community of believers. Today, we honor:
50 Years
David Adams
Beverly Jaynes
Kyungsun Kim
Seung Kim
Leslie McKinstray
Mary Murphy

60 Years
Frank Bloemke
Judy Bloemke
Harold Kalde
Fred Perabo

70 Years
Patrick Harrington

L: We celebrate that each of you have been clothed with Christ in baptism. God is not finished
with you as part of the priesthood of all believers. Therefore, I ask you to continue to share in
ministry and service in this church and to reaffirm your commitment to your Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Now, I call upon your grace to assist our church in welcoming our newest
members.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Presentation
L: On behalf of the session, I present:
Rebecca Biestek
Dick and Mary Butler
Victor and Sarah Essen (parents of Betty, Emily, and Tripp)
Ralph Gibson
Mary Junk
Scott Lyon
Linda McNeely
who have been received into the membership of this congregation by a reaffirmation of faith.
In baptism you were claimed by God,
marked as Christ’s own forever,
and joined to his body by the Holy Spirit.
You come to us then, not as strangers,
but as friends in Christ and members of the household of God.
We rejoice that you now desire to join with this congregation
in the worship and mission of the church.
L: Hear these words from scripture:
There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
P: one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all and in all.
L: As members of the body of Christ, let us stand and reaffirm the faith into which we were
baptized:
 P: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. Continued>>
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I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
L: Rebecca, Dick, Mary, Victor, Sarah, Ralph, Mary, Scott, and Linda,
we have professed our faith as one body.
Will you be a faithful member of this congregation,
share in its worship and mission
through your prayers and gifts,
your study and service,
and do fulfill your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
P: I will, with God’s help.
L: Holy God,
thank you for calling us to be your people
and joining us to Christ’s body, the church.
We praise you for leading Rebecca, Dick, Mary, Victor, Sarah, Ralph, Mary, Scott, and Linda
to this congregation.
Empower us by your Spirit,
that we might love one another as Christ loved us,
honoring him in all that we say and do,
giving our lives in service to others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Welcome
L: Welcome to this ministry that we share in Jesus Christ.
(Directed to those who have been received:)
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Julie Wood

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Watching for a new heaven,
waiting for a new earth,
we pray to the Lord, saying,
O Lord our God, have mercy,
and wipe away our tears.
We pray for the church. Continued >>
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Transform this broken body
into a communion of saints,
a company of the faithful,
working for good in your world.
O Lord our God, have mercy,
P: and wipe away our tears.
L: We pray for the world.
Destroy the shroud of death
that is spread over the nations.
Replace the rule of wealth and war
with your realm of justice and peace.
O Lord our God, have mercy,
P: and wipe away our tears.
(JOYS AND CONCERNS)
L: We pray for this community.
Make your home among us;
dwell with us in this place.
Let it be a city of heavenly peace,
a place of refuge for all.
O Lord our God, have mercy,
P: and wipe away our tears.
L: We pray for loved ones.
Soothe those who are suffering;
comfort those who mourn.
Let us be glad and rejoice
in the gift of your salvation.
O Lord our God, have mercy,
P: and wipe away our tears.
L: As you have sustained your saints
through centuries of service,
keep us faithful, here and now,
until your will is done
on earth as it is in heaven;
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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OFFERING INVITATION
L: Who will enter the presence of the Lord?
Who will stand in this holy place?
Those who offer their whole lives to God—
heart and mind and soul and strength—
they will receive the blessing of the Lord.
OFFERTORY HYMN #463
Stanza 1:
Stanza 2:
Stanza 3:
Stanza 4:
Stanza 5:

“How Firm a Foundation”
Chancel Choir/Congregation

arr. Tom Trenney

All
Women/girls
Men/boys
Choir only
All

A TIME OF REMEMBRANCE
Please name those who you grieve on the card. When invited, come down to the center aisle and
place your card in the basket on the table. Then receive your candle to light in honor of your
loved one. Please return to your seat by the side aisle.
L: May the Holy Spirit strengthen us for the journey of healing and sustain us in the memories we
honor today. With thanksgiving, we remember:
Virginia Binzel
Dorothy Likely
Joan Brucker
Richard (Dick) Straub
Lynell Mueller
John Meyer
Judy Zimmerman
Gloria Hunsinger
Marjorie Zimmerman
Margaret Beatty
Ann Withrow
Alan McClelland
Glennon (Glenn) Seitz
Roger Berger
Jeanne Dauernheim

November 7, 2020
November 16, 2020
November 18, 2020
November 24, 2020
December 7, 2020
January 13, 2021
February 4, 2021
April 2, 2021
June 6, 2021
July 14, 2021
June 28, 2021
June 30, 2021
July 1, 2021
September 27, 2021
September 28, 2021
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Sending
 CLOSING HYMN #250

“In the Bulb There is a Flower”
(see music in back of bulletin)

 CHARGE
L: With a loud voice, Jesus said: Lazarus, come out!
So he calls us now: to go forth in faith and love,
living each day as a gift of God’s grace,
proclaiming the gospel in word and deed. Amen.

PROMISE
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

 BENEDICTION
L: May the Lord our God—
the Alpha and Omega,
the first and the last,
the beginning and the end—
be with you this day
and forevermore. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

“Nimrod” from Inigma Variations
Shawn Portell, organ

Elgar
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Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Greeters: Karen Schneider
Ushers: Dan Egley, Mike Kearney, Denise
Thomas
Liturgist: Denise Thomas
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Online Worship
In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and
into the homes of those who are unable to
worship with us in person, each of our worship
services is live-streamed and video recorded for
viewing on our website, wgpc.org, Facebook and
YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the
Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
•

Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting
on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies
for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012

•

Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting
on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies
for Year B, Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla
(ext. 3210) hmd@wgpc.org
Theologian: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
(c) 914-815-6507 sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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Sing at the hand motion of the cantor.
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Stanza 1:
Stanza 2:
Stanza 3:
Stanza 4:
Stanza 5:

All
Women/girls
Men/boys
Choir only
All

12

13

October 31, 2021 Announcements
Adult Education: The Blessing of Birds

Old Webster Holiday Walk

Today, 10:45 a.m. in the Parlor and on Zoom
Interested in watching
feathered friends in our
backyards and local environs?
Would you like to know more
about birds, their diversity,
and how we can contribute to
their survival?
Then please join the
Environmental Stewardship
Committee in the Parlor or by
Zoom today for a
presentation by Bill Rowe, a
local expert, who serves on the St Louis Audubon
Society board as V.P. of Education and Outreach.
A resident of Shrewsbury, Bill grew up in Kentucky
and has been interested in birds and many aspects of
nature for most of his life. For many years he has
taught classes on birding for the Missouri Botanical
Garden, led birding tours around North America,
served as secretary of the Missouri Bird Records
Committee, and retired from the education profession
after 44 years at Thomas Jefferson School.

Sunday, November 14, 9:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
WGPC will be serving hot
chocolate and passing out Takeand-Make ornament craft kits in
front of the church during Old
Webster's Annual Holiday Walk
on November 14th. We would
love your help staffing the table!
Please sign up for a slot at wgpc.org/getinvolved/sign-up-links/.

Faithful Endings, Hopeful Beginnings
Grief Support Group
Begins Wednesday, November 10
6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Parlor
As we approach fall and the holidays, we would like to
gather together with our sisters and brothers in Christ
to encourage and share with each other on our grief
journey. Many of us have lost a loved one, a job, or the
ability to physically gather
together. We each have been
busy figuring out how things will
work, what we feel safe doing,
where to go and what lies ahead.
We are restarting a small grief
support group called Faithful
Endings, Hopeful Beginnings.
It will be facilitated by Stephen Minister, Nancy
Knight. We will gather on Wednesdays beginning
November 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the church Parlor and
will meet weekly through January 2022. If you are
interested in being a part of this group or would like
more information, please contact Nancy Knight at
314-494-2283 or ncknight218@gmail.com. We will
practice all current safe health protocols. Until then
you are in our prayers and held close to your church
community with Christ's unending love.

International Institute Volunteers Needed
Tuesdays & Thursdays,
8:30-11:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
(or any amount of time you can spare!)
Looking to help our soon-to-be arriving Afghan
neighbors? With the outpouring of community
donations and support,
International Institute
has been flooded with
in-kind donations. If you
can help sort and
organize, they would love your assistance on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at the times above. A full shift is not
required; even an hour is welcome! Sign up at:
iistl.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=57148

Stay in the WGPC Loop!
Sign up for our Emailed Friday Flash!
For announcements and info about upcoming
events with direct links for sign-ups and
resources, sign up for the Friday Flash.
Just visit: wgpc.org/announcements/

Return of Mini Meets
Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.
Mini Meets have resumed Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.
Come meet and greet your church friends at the Hale
Entrance or in the Conference Room depending on
the weather. Be sure to bring a mask.

Bulletin Announcement Deadline
Please send your announcements for the Sunday
bulletin by the end of day on Tuesdays to Barbara
Fischer at baf@wgpc.org. Thank you!
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Additional Faith Formation
Disciple Bible Study, Thursdays

For the full fall schedule, visit WGPC.org > Ministries
> Faith Formation > Adult Ministries > Adult
Education.
Technology Issues: We have experienced technology
issues during Faith Formation. Please have patience
as we address these issues with our consultants as we
adapt to our new ways of being together.

Adult Classes, 10:45-11:45 a.m.
in the Parlor and on Zoom
•

TODAY: “Birds!” Learn about birds, their
diversity, and how we can contribute to their
survival from Bill Rowe, VP of Education and
Outreach, St. Louis Audubon Society.

•

November 7: “The Challenges of Mission in
Nicaragua” with Tracey King-Ortega, our guest via
Zoom, who has built mission partnerships
between communities and organizations
throughout Central America for over 20 years.
Harriot Hall will also provide an update on Plan
Grande #2.

Upcoming topics include: Coping with Pandemic
Stress, Advent Explorations, and more.

Children's Classes, 10:40-11:45 a.m.
Drop-off and pick-up in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade will participate in a
weekly rotation of classes to Praise (music and
worship leadership), Explore (art, science, yoga and
more), Grow (gardening and cooking), and Serve
(mission projects). Each of the four-week segments
focuses on the same Biblical story or theme.

Youth Classes/Activities
Sunday evenings
• TONIGHT, October 31, 5:00 p.m., youth
Halloween bonfire. Please RSVP to
Cherstin Byers at chb@wgpc.org.

10:00-11:30 a.m. in the Parlor and on Zoom
Beginning with 2nd Corinthians, take a leisurely walk
through the New Testament - dialogue, doubt and
curiosity are welcome! Contact Pastor Hannah at
hmd@wgpc.org to find out what book we're on each
week. Questions? Contact Diane McCullough at
dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.

Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of each month
7:00 p.m. in members' homes
Our 2021-2022 book is Freeing Jesus:
Rediscovering Jesus as Friend,
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way and
Presence by Diana Butler Bass with
group-led discussion (with support
from Rev. Susan Andrews).
For more info, please contact Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.

Masks in Worship
The CDC guidelines have been updated to reflect
new data on the Delta variant of the
coronavirus. Data suggests it is more potent and
contagious than the Alpha variant and now much
more common. COVID cases are rising and the
positivity rate has increased in our area. Children in
our congregation 12 and under as well as some
immunocompromised individuals are unable to be
vaccinated. For the sake of these in our church
family, we are at this time asking all vaccinated and
unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask
during worship and as you move around the
church. We ask you to also remain "socially
distanced.” While the risk remains relatively low for
vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action
to take to express our love for one another. Thank
you for your kindness, understanding and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated
to be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
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