WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
21st Sunday after Pentecost ⬧ October 17, 2021 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live
OurChrist’s
Mission:love, welcome all people,
and joyfully
servetoGod.
We seek
live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“Montreat Bell Peal”
Ely Ringers

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
 CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Our God is clothed with honor and majesty.
P: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
L: Our God set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken.
P: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
L: The morning stars sing together, and all the earth shouts for
P: Praise the Lord, O my soul!
 OPENING HYMN #32

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”
(see music in back of bulletin)

arr. anon.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
Ken Wallace

ELLACOMBE

 CALL TO CONFESSION
Rev. Hannah Zyla
L: We may be made in the image of God, but we are not God, no matter how often we wish for
that power, that control, and that knowledge. So as God’s beloved reflections, let us come to the
water, remember our baptisms, and confess our sins against God, self, and neighbor.
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 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
P: God of the whirlwind,
so often we listen more to external and unsteady promises of power
than to your unchanging Word of life.
Too often we rely only on ourselves,
forgetting that you are Creator and we are your creation.
Too often we try to take your place,
to command and direct those around us without thought for their well-being,
and to use your good earth to our earthly gain.
God of lightning and silence, forgive us.
Open our hearts to your wisdom and understanding,
so that we might see ourselves as your creation beside the rest of creation,
and enter into your co-creating work through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Once we were no people, but now we are God’s people,
formed in God’s image and called God’s beloved.
Hear and believe the good news!
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
P: Alleluia! Amen!
(Please be seated.)
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
P: And also with you.
RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

“Gathered in God’s Name”
(see music in back of bulletin)

Michael Burkhardt

Sing at the hand motion of the cantor.
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION
ANTHEM

Rev. Hannah Zyla
“I’ve Got Peace Like a River”
Ely Ringers

Fred Gramann
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Proclaiming God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Let us pray . . .
Guide us, O God,
by your Word and Spirit,
that in your light we may see light,
in your truth find freedom,
and in your will discover your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c

Ken Wallace

Pew Bible pg. 554

1Bless

the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great. You are clothed with honor and
majesty,
2wrapped

in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent,

3you

set the beams of your chambers on the waters, you make the clouds your chariot, you ride on the
wings of the wind,
4you

make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers.

5You

set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken.

6You

cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.

7At

your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to flight.

8They
9You

rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys to the place that you appointed for them.

set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth.

24O

Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.
35Let

sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Praise the Lord!
SCRIPTURE READING

Job 38:1-7, 34-41

Pew Bible pg. 484

38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:
2 ‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3 Gird up your loins like a man,
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
4

3

On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone
7 when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings* shouted for joy?
6

‘Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
so that a flood of waters may cover you?
35 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go
and say to you, “Here we are”?
36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts,
or given understanding to the mind?
37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds?
Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens,
38 when the dust runs into a mass
and the clods cling together?
34

‘Can you hunt the prey for the lion,
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,
40 when they crouch in their dens,
or lie in wait in their covert?
41 Who provides for the raven its prey,
when its young ones cry to God,
and wander about for lack of food?
39

SERMON
HYMN #23

Rev. Hannah Zyla
“God You Spin the Whirling Planets”
(see music in back of bulletin)

PLEADING SAVIOR

Responding to God’s Word
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: God of all kindness,
you gave your only Son,
because you loved the world so much.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

We pray for the peace of the world.
Move among us by your Spirit,
break down barriers
of fear, suspicion, and hatred.
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Heal the human family of its divisions
and unite it in the bonds of justice and peace.
We pray for our country.
Enrich our common life;
strengthen the forces of truth and goodness;
teach us to share prosperity,
that those whose lives are impoverished
may pass from need and despair
to dignity and joy.
We pray for those who suffer.
Surround them with your love,
support them with your strength
console them with your comfort,
and give them hope
and courage beyond themselves.
We pray for our families,
for those whom we love.
Protect them at home;
support them in times of difficulty and anxiety,
that they may grow together
in mutual love and understanding,
and rest content in one another.
We pray for the Church.
Keep us true to the gospel
and responsive to the gifts and needs of all.
Make known your saving power in Jesus Christ,
by the witness of our faith, our worship, and our life. Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION
L: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
the world and those who live in it.
Let us return to God the offerings of our life
and the gifts of the earth.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place”
Chancel Choir

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Daniel Kallman
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 DOXOLOGY #609

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” LASST UNS ERFREUEN

(Please be seated.)
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Ken Wallace
L: Blessed are you,
O God of whirlwinds and ravens and arrogant children.
You created and tended this world, more wondrous than we will ever know, and gave it to us.
Now turn us outward so that we might return your gifts
in service to you and your world.
Bless us and these gifts we offer back to you with grateful hearts;
all this we ask in the name of Jesus, our Savior,
who first taught us to give.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us:
P: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending
CLOSING HYMN #34

“Bless the Lord, My Soul and Being”
Stanzas 1, 2 and 5
(see music in back of bulletin)

CHARGE

RUSINGTON

Rev. Hannah Zyla

BENEDICTION
L: The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
remain with you always.
Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
Shawn Portell, organ

Charles Callahan

As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on
how you have met God here today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits.
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Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Greeters: Leah Ann and Dave Fleisher
Ushers: Donna Bellows, Vicki Lane, Dave Morris,
Bill Schwartz, Allan Scott
Liturgist: Ken Wallace
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Online Worship
In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into
the homes of those who are unable to worship with
us in person, each of our worship services is livestreamed and video recorded for viewing on our
website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages.
Children’s participation in the Scripture
Conversation indicates implied parental consent to
be recorded.
Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on
the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year
B, Volume 1 © 2012
•

•

Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on
the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year
B, Volume 2 © 2018
Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA
Book of Common Worship © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla
(ext. 3210) hmd@wgpc.org
Theologian: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
(c) 914-815-6507 sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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Sing at the hand motion of the cantor.
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October 17, 2021 Announcements
ECC Fundraiser at
Story Seven and
Never Enough Boutique
Oct. 27, 5:30-7:30pm
The WGPC Early Childhood Center is raising funds for
a sink in its largest classroom. The sink is required by
the Health Departments in order to allow the Little
Learners class to expand into that room. Little
Learners had a waitlist of 30 kids this year. This
new sink will allow the ECC to help a few more families
experience our amazing school.
You can support the ECC while shopping on Oct. 27!
15% of sales will be donated to the ECC at
Story Seven, 7 N. Gore – home décor, accessories
Never Enough, 51 N. Gore – fashion, jewelry
Interested in donating but can’t attend the fundraiser?
Donations can be made at ecc-wgpc.org, Venmo
(@wgpc-ecc) or check made out to ECC.

CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October24
4:30 p.m. check-in – 5:00 p.m. start
This year’s CROP Hunger Walk will
be a hybrid event. Our team is
called Churches Together for
Justice WG. For those who feel safe
walking together, please check-in at
Eden Seminary, 475 E. Lockwood
Ave., at 4:30 p.m. before the start of
the 5:00 p.m. walk. Alternatively,
participants also can register and
walk wherever and whenever they want.
For more details and to register, raise funds, and/or
donate, please visit wgpc.org/get-involved/upcomingevents or see the Friday Flash. Following the walk, plan
to stay for the CROP Concert at 7:00 p.m. in the Wehrli
Chapel at Eden Seminary. COVID precautions will be
in place.
Music in a Great Place Series:

Side X Side Percussion Duo
October 24, 9:30 a.m. Worship
Side x Side, a percussion duo
based in St. Louis, was formed
by Kurena Yamaguchi and Tim
Crockett in 2013. They have
performed throughout Japan and the United States
with musical styles that range from classical music to
pop. Side x Side Percussion Duo arranges their music
to be performed with creative and innovative
instrument combinations, such as marimba and
timpani, marimba and drum set, marimba and snare
drum, etc. Come and enjoy!

Return of Mini Meets

Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.
Mini Meets have resumed Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. Come
meet and greet your church friends at the Hale
Entrance or in the Conference Room depending on the
weather. Be sure to bring a mask.

Stay in the WGPC Loop!
Sign up for our Emailed Friday Flash!
For announcements and info about upcoming
events with direct links for sign-ups and
resources, sign up for the the Friday Flash.
Just visit: wgpc.org/announcements/

International Institute Volunteers Needed
Tuesdays & Thursdays,
8:30-11:00 a.m & 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Looking to help our soon-to-be
arriving Afghan neighbors? With
the outpouring of community
donations and support for new arrivals, International
Institute has been flooded with in-kind donations. If
you can help sort and organize, they would love to
utilize your time and effort on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 8:30-11:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Even if
you only have one hour free, they will welcome you for
part of a shift! Sign up at:
iistl.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=57148

Environmental Focus: Birds
Every year billions of birds migrate north in the
spring and south in the fall with the majority of
them flying at night. As they pass over cities, they
can become disoriented by bright lights and
skyglow, often causing them to collide with
buildings. Bird fatalities are also caused by the
amount of energy the birds waste flying around and
calling out in confusion. Their exhaustion leaves
them vulnerable to other urban threats. Audubon’s
Lights Out program aims to reduce this problem by
convincing building owners to turn off excess
lighting during migration months.
• Avoid over-lighting and turn off or down-shield
exterior decorative lighting
• Extinguish flood lights
• Turn off interior lighting especially on higher
stories, substitute task and area lighting or pull
window coverings
• Install automatic motion sensors when possible
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Additional Faith Formation
Disciple Bible Study, Thursdays

For the full fall schedule, visit WGPC.org > Ministries
> Faith Formation > Adult Ministries > Adult
Education.
Technology Issues: We have experienced issues with
our technology during Faith Formation. Please have
patience as we address these issues with our
technology consultants as we adapt to our new ways
of being together.

Adult Classes, 10:45-11:45 a.m.
in Fellowship Hall and on Zoom
• TODAY: “What Does It Mean to Be a More
Light Congregation?” facilitated by elder
Carrie Rao and others.
• October 24: “How is the Pandemic Changing the
Christian Church?” facilitated by Rev. Susan
Andrews, Theologian in Residence.
• October 31: Learn about birds, their diversity and
how we can contribute to their survival from
Bill Rowe, VP of Education and Outreach,
St. Louis Audubon Society
Upcoming topics include: Gratitude in Tough Times,
Presbyterian Mission in Latin America, Advent
Explorations and more.

Children's Classes, 10:40-11:45 a.m.
Drop-off and pick-up in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade will participate in a
weekly rotation of classes to Praise (music and
worship leadership), Explore (art, science, yoga and
more), Grow (gardening and cooking), and Serve
(mission projects). Each of the four-week segments
focuses on the same Biblical story or theme.

Youth Classes
Sunday evenings, Youth Lounge
• Youth will not meet this evening, Oct. 17
If you would like to provide a simple
meal for our youth, please contact
Pastor Hannah at hmd@wgpc.org.

10:00-11:30 a.m. in the Parlor and on Zoom
Beginning with 2nd Corinthians, take a leisurely walk
through the New Testament - dialogue, doubt and
curiosity are welcome! Contact Pastor Hannah at
hmd@wgpc.org to find out what book we're on each
week. Questions? Contact Diane McCullough at
dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.

Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of each month
7:00 p.m. in members' homes
Our 2021-2022 book is Freeing Jesus:
Rediscovering Jesus as Friend,
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way and
Presence by Diana Butler Bass with
group-led discussion (with support
from Rev. Susan Andrews).
For more info, please contact Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.

Opportunities to Bee-Long at WGPC!
• Advocacy Team, Julie Burchett at
burchett.juliekay@gmail.com.
• Men’s Bible Study, Frank Bloemke at
ekmeolb@gmail.com.
• Early Childhood Center Assistant Teacher or
Spring Registration, Julia Ringkamp at 314-2767074 or Amanda Kingsbury at agk@wgpc.org.

Masks in Worship
The CDC guidelines have been updated to reflect
new data on the Delta variant of the
coronavirus. Data suggests it is more potent and
contagious than the Alpha variant and now much
more common. COVID cases are rising and the
positivity rate has increased in our area. Children in
our congregation 12 and under as well as some
immunocompromised individuals are unable to be
vaccinated. For the sake of these in our church
family, we are at this time asking all vaccinated and
unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask
during worship and as you move around the
church. We ask you to also remain "socially
distanced.” While the risk remains relatively low for
vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action
to take to express our love for one another. Thank
you for your kindness, understanding and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated
to be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
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