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OUR MISSION 
We seek to live Christ’s love, 
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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRELUDE    Partita on “Duke Street”      Charles Callahan 

     Shawn Portell, organ 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                 Miles and Evelyn Cole, Liturgists      

 Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

 Worship the Lord with gladness. 

 Come into God’s presence with singing!  

 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 be with you all. Let us worship God. 

 

HYMN 265   “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”        DUKE STREET 

    (Music is found at the back of the bulletin.) 

    

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 Whatever good we may have done is nothing 

 compared to the righteousness of Christ. 

 Whatever wrong we may have done is nothing 

 compared to the grace of God. 

 With faith in Christ's righteousness 

 and confidence in God’s grace, 

 let us confess our sin. 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Loving God, you have planted us 

 like a vineyard on a fertile hill. 

 You cleared away the stones, 

 planted us with choice vines, 
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 and kept watch over us by night and day. 

 But we have not yielded the good fruit 

 that you expected or desired. 

 We are overgrown with sin, 

 choked with violence and injustice. 

 Forgive us, we pray. 

 Uproot our evil, prune away our sin, 

 and shower upon us the gift of your grace; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 Our salvation does not depend 

 on anything we have done, 

 but comes from the grace of God alone 

 through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 This is the good news: 

 in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST             

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 and also with you. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE 684  “Faith Begins By Letting Go”   LUX PRIMA

      (Music is found at the end of the bulletin.) 

 

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
 Lord, open our hearts and minds 

 by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

 that as the Scriptures are read 
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 and your Word is proclaimed, 

 we may hear with joy 

 what you say to us today. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Philippians 3:4b-14    Pew Bible, pg. 198 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5
circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of He-

brews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. 
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 

because of Christ. 
8
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 

and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
9
and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 
10

I want to know Christ and the power of 

his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11

if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12

Not that I have already obtained this 

or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 

has made me his own. 
13

Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14

I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES Matthew 21:33-46      Pew Bible, pg. 24 

33
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 

went to another country. 
34

When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the ten-

ants to collect his produce. 
35

But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 

and stoned another. 
36

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them 

in the same way. 
37

Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38

But 

when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him 

and get his inheritance.” 
39

So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 

him. 
40

Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41

They 

said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 

tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
42

Jesus said to them, “Have you 
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never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the corner-

stone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43

Therefore I tell you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of 

the kingdom. 
44

The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush any-

one on whom it falls.” 
45

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they re-

alized that he was speaking about them. 
46

They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 

crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet 

SERMON                     Rev. Ed Zumwinkel     

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

OFFERING INVITATION               

 Without Christ, 

 all that we have is nothing. 

 With Christ, all that we have is everything. 

 Let us offer all that we have to the Lord. 

 

OFFERTORY    “The Heavens Are Telling”             Haydn 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God 
The wonder of his work displays the firmament; 

 

Today that is coming speaks it the day 
the night that is gone to following night. 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God 
The wonder of his work displays the firmament;   

 

In all the lands resounds the word 
never unperceived, ever understood 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God 
The wonder of his work displays the firmament;  
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~SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION~ 

 

INVITATION            Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 Blessed are you who hunger for justice, 

 for you will be satisfied. 

 Blessed are you who thirst for righteousness, 

 for you will drink deeply of the cup of joy. 

 Blessed are you who yearn for reconciliation, 

 for you will find peace. 

 Blessed are you who are persecuted in the name of religion, 

 for yours is the commonwealth of heaven. 

 Blessed are we—for Christ calls us to his table, 

 where there is room for everyone, and plenty for all. 

 O taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts.  

 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: Holy God, creator of the universe, 

    you made the world to hum in harmony; 

    you listened and you called it good. 

    In time we broke off from singing the song 

    and went our own way, 

    but you called us back 

    and when the time was right 

    you came in flesh and blood 



 7 

    to live as one of us. 

    In Christ, dividing walls are broken down— 

    no Jew or Greek, 

    male and female, 

    slave or free. 

    You are there on every spectrum, 

    in every color, 

    at every table. 

    By your Spirit, make us one. 

   By your Spirit, make us whole. 

   By your Spirit, make this bread and wine 

   your body and blood, 

   that we may know communion with you 

   and with each other. 

   Take our hearts, our lives, our hands; 

   mold us, change us, and send us out, 

   that we may be your body in the world you so love , 

   for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

THE NICENE CREED                  

 We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from god, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 
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 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son 

 is worshipped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

   Because there is one loaf, 

   we, many as we are, are one body; 

   for it is one loaf of which we partake. 

   When we break the bread, 

   is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? 

   When we give thanks over the cup, 

   is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 

 

COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 Holy God, giver of wine and bread, 

 send us from your table in confidence 

 that we are your own children, 

 born of your Spirit, fed at your table, 

 filled with your grace, sent to speak your truth 

 and offer your love to the world in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

HYMN 536    “Rise O Church, Like Christ Arisen”          SURGE ECCLESIA

     (Music is found at the back of the bulletin.)   

     

CHARGE  

 Beloved, forget what lies behind; 

 look for what lies ahead, 

 and press on toward the goal; 

 the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 Now may the face of God shine upon you 

 so that you may be saved; 

 and may the grace of God live within you 

 through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

POSTLUDE    Partita on “Duke Street”       Charles Callahan

     Shawn Portell, organ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

The last day to register to vote in the November election is October 7, 2020. If you’ve moved into a 

new county since you last voted, you will need to register in your new county. You can register or 

check your registration at  www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/register.  If you’ve requested 

a mail-in or absentee ballot, they will begin mailing them this week.  

VOTER INFORMATION 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch and the League of Women Voters of Metro St. Louis are publishing the 

Voters Guide earlier in the election cycle to assist voters who plan to cast absentee or mail-in bal-

lots. The print edition of the Voters Guide will be published on Oct. 15.   

This is the link: https://lwv.thevoterguide.org/v/stlouispd20/build.do 

 

BALLOT NOTARIZATION SERVICES AT WGPC—OCT 4, 11, 18, AND 25, 12PM-

3PM 

Mail in ballots must be notarized and WGPC will once again provide free ballot notarization services 
outside the Hale entrance. Wear your mask and bring your completed ballot, envelope and  

identification. 

 

EDUCATION HOUR OPPORTUNITY ABOUT AMENDMENT 3 

Want to learn more about Amendment 3? Join in an Education Hour Zoom meeting on October 11 at 

10:30am when David Kimball, Professor and Interim Chair of Political Science at UMSL will lead a 

discussion of Amendment 3 prior to the November elections. 

 

WGSD SAYS THANKS… 

On behalf of the children, staff, and families of the Webster Groves School District, “THANK YOU” 

for all you’re doing to help our children and staff safely return to school! It means the world to us that 

you would invest your time and resources in support of the academic and personal well-being of our 

children and adults. 
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AMENDMENT 3 DISCUSSION OCTOBER 11 

Join in an Education Hour Zoom meeting on  October 11 at 10:30am when David Kimball, Professor 

and Interim Chair of Political Science at UMSL will lead a discussion of Amendment 3 prior to the 

November elections.  The Zoom link is as follows: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89080333539?pwd=dUY0dzJWRDNzazQwUUwrMStxcmczZz09 

Meeting ID: 890 8033 3539 

Passcode: 32614 

 

SOCIAL ADVOCACY FILM CLUB 

The Advocacy Team invites the congregation to join them for a new Social Advocacy Film Club dis-

cussion group, beginning with the PBS documentary “Slavery by Another Name”. The link for the 

documentary is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3FBlTyaBIc. Watch then join the Film Club 

on Wednesday, October 14 at 7:00pm for a Zoom discussion about the documentary. Contact 

Janice Seele at seelestl@aol.com for a Zoom link to the discussion. 
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RECURRING EVENTS 

 

GOSPEL MEDICINE - AN ANTIDOTE TO PANDEMIC ISOLATION 

Join us each Sunday at 4:00pm for a brief time of in-person conversation, meditation and prayer. 

Bring your mask and a chair and we will gather together—six feet apart! - on the parking lot in the 

shade of our beautiful church. 

We will enrich our souls exploring the book Gospel Medicine, a book of sermons written by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, author of last year’s all church read, Holy Envy.  Each week Pastor Hannah will lead 

us in a conversation about one of Taylor’s sermons. Each chapter in the book is a different sermon. 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS FOLLOWING ONLINE WORSHIP 

Put the coffee on; grab a sweet treat; and be ready to see your friends, make new friends and enjoy 

the comfort and laughter of fellowship. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link. 

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF 

GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM 

For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the 

world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of 

Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be 

teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free 

and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are 

able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.               

Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered. 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTORS— TUESDAYS AT 7PM 

Join a pastor on Tuesday evenings at 7pm for a 45 minute Bible study on the text for the coming 

Sunday! No homework required, and we’ll take a break every 3rd Tuesday. Check the Friday Flash 

for the Zoom link, or email Valerie at vph@wgpc.org for more information. 

HELP WANTED………….. 

Do you have a knack for detail? Do you enjoy spelling rules, like “I before e, except after c”? If so, 

we need you! We are looking for 2 volunteer proofreaders to assist with church correspondence. 

These wonderful people would need to be able to work with tight deadlines, have computer and in-

ternet access, and be willing to receive drafts by email. If you are interested, please contact Valerie 

at  314-962-9210, ext 3202, or by email at vph@wgpc.org. Thanks! 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND POLITICS 

 

Are you aware that the PCUSA has an Office of Public Witness which is the 

public policy information and advocacy office of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)? Through the office of Public Witness, PCUSA participates in direct 

advocacy with members of Congress and the administration through in-

person meetings, letters and phone calls and administration on matters of 

conscience and faith, as well as advocate for the less fortunate.  

In the coming weeks, the Advocacy Team will be working hard to make 

sure that all voters know and are able to exercise their voting rights by sharing information about 

new voting procedures and deadlines, making notaries available for those voting by mail, and en-

couraging people to get out to vote. But why are we doing this? Isn’t voting political and left to areas 

outside of the church> Doesn’t this muddy up the separation between church and stae? The Pres-

byterian Church believes that this answer is “No”. Values can be reflected through a nation’s public 

policies, which is why the PCUSA Office of Public Witness exists. 
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MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III      efc@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla      hmd@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings   jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell    spp@wgpc.org 

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh    ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com 

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland  pdc@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas    brk@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo     tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer     jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons    jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton     vph@wgpc.org 

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan      (314) 962-9210 ext 3212 

 

 45 West Lockwood Avenue      www.wgpc.org 

 Webster Groves, MO 63119      314-962-9210 

 

 


