WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org

WEBSTER
GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN

19th Sunday after Pentecost ⬧ October 16, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission:
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“Morning Song”
Ely Ringers

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

arr. Jason King

Matt Miller

🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP
Eric Morff
(Please rise in body or spirit.)
L: We lift up our eyes to the hills; from where does our help come?
P: Our help comes from God, who made heaven and earth.
L: God promises to journey with us, to guide and lead us.
P: God promises never to abandon us. And so we trust that God is with us.
🕈 OPENING HYMN #403

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
(see music in back of bulletin)

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: In spite of our best efforts to live faithfully,
we fall short of what God intends for us.
because God has already promised to be merciful,
we dare to tell the truth about our lives.
In humility and trust, let us confess our sin.

LB

CONVERSE

Rev. Jim Poinsett

🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION (written by our 2nd – 5th grade Faith Formation class)
L: Let us pray:
P: Dear God,
We know you want us to be welcoming,
but sometimes we can be hurtful
even when we don’t realize it.
Forgive us for thinking of ourselves before others
and for ignoring and disrespecting people.
Help us to have a better, friendlier response to others
who may be different from us.
Help us to be more respectful when we are welcoming others. Amen.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Grace flows like a river;
mercy like a never-ending stream.
Believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
P: And also with you.
RESPONSE

“Gloria”

Christopher Grundy
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Proclaiming God’s Word
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Speak to us,
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and equip us to be messengers
of your life-altering,
world-changing,
blessing-filled Word.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 18:1-8

Eric Morff

Pew Bible pg. 81
Eric Morff

1 Then

Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said,
‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city
there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my
opponent.” 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and
no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that
she may not wear me out by continually coming.” ’ 6And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust
judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will
he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 32:22-31

Pew Bible pg. 30

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, ‘Let me go, for
the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go, unless you bless me.’ 27So he said to him,
‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ 28Then the man said, ‘You shall no longer be called
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.’ 29Then
Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And
there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life is preserved.’ 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his
hip.
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SERMON

Rev. Jim Poinsett
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Responding to God’s Word
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: God of justice,
in Jesus Christ you teach us to pray always and not to lose heart.
And so we come.
For your children who suffer under oppressive rulers
and greedy tycoons…
For your church that is torn asunder by mistrust and pride…
For those who have no water and those whose water is too
dirty to drink…
For those who go to bed hungry and wake each day in misery…
For those who struggle to believe and those who seek a blessing…
For those who are bound by anxiety or depression, loneliness or fear…
For the sick and all who care for them and those who will
die this night…
For all whose burdens we carry in our hearts, who we
now name to you…
(JOYS AND CONCERNS)
All these prayers we offer with thanksgiving,
through the power of your own Spirit,
for we know that you hear us when we pray
and desire to makes us whole.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.
MINUTE FOR MISSION

Edna Green of Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition

OFFERING INVITATION
L: Our God, who provides for our every need,
invites us to give of ourselves
as we work and wait for the coming reign of Christ.
Trusting in the Spirit to sustain us in all things,
let us share generously with those in need.
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OFFERING (For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made
by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY

“God’s Peace”
Chancel Choir

arr. C. J. Adams

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow”

arr. Thomas Miller

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
L: Let us pray:
Eternal God,
may these gifts be signs of your grace,
and may our lives show forth the coming kingdom,
that when Christ comes again he will find faith on earth. Amen.

Eric Morff

THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us:
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Eric Morff

Sending
🕈 CLOSING HYMN #783

“When We Are Tested”
(see music at end of bulletin)

ANGELS OF HEALING

Stanza 1 – Choir only
Stanzas 2-4 - All
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🕈 CHARGE
L: Hear Paul’s encouragement to the church in Philippi
as a charge also to us:
do not worry about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
🕈 BENEDICTION
L: Be of good courage,
for the Lord will keep our going out
and our coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

Congregational Meeting Agenda
I.

Call to Order

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel, moderator

II. Opening Prayer
III. Motion to approve the slate of nominations for the Associate
Pastor Nominating Committee:
Tim Currinder
Amy Escott
Sarah Essen
Katie Furtick
Scott Lyon
Brian O'Loughlin
Joey Stokes
Cece Strand
IV. Closing Prayer
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each Sanctuary entrance.
The nursery (designed for children from newborn through three) is open from 8:30-11:45 a.m.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.
WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we
encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.

Those Who Serve Today
Liturgist: Eric Morff
Greeting Team: Marilee and Craig Campbell, Karen
Dapron, Diana Likely, Patty and Grant Mabie,
Linda and Tom McNeely, Ruth Meyer, Karen
Schneider, Ken and Mary Ann Wallace
Ushering Team: Donna Bellows, Freda Cook, Dan
Egley, Deb Grossman, Rebecca and Scott Lyon,
Vicki Lane, Dave Morris, Bill Schwartz, Allan
Scott, Sam Stoll, Betsy Wacker, Maryann & Ken
Wallace, Judy and Bob Weng
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob
Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Joey Stokey, and
Dennis Wacker
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter
The Chancel Flowers
The Chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God in
loving memory of Earlene Davis Voigt, the gift of
The Strand Family.

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and YouTube pages.
Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012; Westminster John
Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for
Year B, Volume 2 © 2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of
Common Worship © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett
(c) 703-587-5003
jamespoinsett@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Student Pastor: Matt Miller
(c) 314-591-5838
Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn
Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Director of Welcome and Involvement:
Michelle Lepak (ext. 3102)
mml@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Nursery Caretaker: Anna Stokes
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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October 16, 2022 Announcements
“Devoted to Generosity”
Today: Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition
This morning Edna Green of the Foster and Adoptive
Care Coalition is speaking to our congregation about the
excellent work they do for
children and families in our
community. Founded in 1989,
the Coalition has become a
national leader in foster care
reform and support for adoptive
families. WGPC has been a
FACC partner for decades, and we are grateful to be able
to support the amazing staff and the work that they do.
This presentation is the last in a series about local
charities that Webster Groves Presbyterian Church has
been highlighting in the past few weeks as part of our
“Devoted to Generosity’’ fundraising drive for 2023.

“Dinner with Friends”
Beginning with a Congregation Pot Luck
Saturday, October 22, 6:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
An event we've missed during the pandemic will be
renewed in a modified form. What fun to meet with
seven or eight members for
dinner and to socialize in a
closer-knit manner! We plan
to have a start-up pot luck in
Fellowship Hall for the
congregation on Saturday,
October 22; then, we will
have dinners in homes (two
times – once in January or
February and again in March or April). Today is the
last day to sign-up to participate, so please see Betsy
Wacker in Fellowship Hall after Worship.
Old Webster Holiday Open House
Sunday, November 13, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Looking for a fun way to showcase what a wonderful
community we have here at WGPC? On Sunday,
November 13, we are participating in
the Old Webster Holiday Open House.
Lots of fun things will be going on in
downtown Webster that day. We will
be outside the Lockwood entrance
serving hot chocolate, offering a fun
photo op for folks walking by, and giving out ornament
kits to children. We need two helpers per one-hour
shift. If you have an hour to spare to spread holiday joy
and WGPC fellowship, please go to the sign-up genius at
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/.

Christian Identity in a Multi-Faith World
Three-Week Series Beginning Today
Sundays, October 9, 16, and 23 in the Parlor
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Our country is becoming more diverse and pluralistic.
How does one wholeheartedly love and follow Jesus
while still having loving and
respectful relationships with
people from other religions? Is it
possible to be a faithful
Christian that is strongly
benevolent toward people of other
faiths? Rev. Jim Poinsett,
Executive Director of Interfaith
Partnership of Greater St. Louis,
will lead a discussion on embracing
people of other religious traditions while maintaining a
strong Christian identity.
• Part One: What is Christian Identity? (October 9)
• Part Two: Loving God (October 16)
• Part Three: Loving Neighbors (discussion to be led by
WGPC-member Jeff Buck) (October 23)

Faithful Endings, Hopeful Beginnings
Grief Support Group
Wednesdays Beginning November 2
6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room
We have read, heard, prayed and been comforted by
Jesus' prayers for us in The Beatitudes. Faithful
Endings, Hopeful Beginnings
(FEHB) is WGPC's grief support
group lead by Stephen Ministers
Nancy Knight and Debbie Miali.
Both Nancy and Debbie are trained
to facilitate support groups and to
provide resources to help you
understand the grief journey.
FEHB grief support is a group of people sharing the
journey with each other. If you or someone you know is
experiencing grief, we are here to walk along with you
with care, confidentiality, respect and compassion.
Please call Nancy Knight at 314-494-2283 if you are
interested or would like more information.
STAY CONNECTED!
Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash at
wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with access to
direct links for sign-ups and other resources.
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Helping Those Affected
by Hurricanes Fiona and Ian!

Photo courtesy of The Washington Post

Hurricane Fiona impacted Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic with torrential rain resulting in
flooding and powerful winds leading to widespread
power outages. Ten days later, Hurricane Ian brought
catastrophic destruction and power outages to Florida
and other southeastern states. Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) is delivering immediate aid, and after
initial needs are addressed, PDA will remain to provide
emotional and spiritual care and Long-Term Recovery
to address unmet needs.
The Mission Outreach Commission has pledged a gift of
$6,230, which is $10 for each WGPC member, towards
the PDA Hurricane Response Fund. We would love for
our members to match this gift to help those whose lives
have been turned upside down. To contribute, simply
write a check to WGPC, write Hurricane in the memo,
and place it in the offering plate or mail to the church.
Donations can also be made on the church website
under
Give > Online Giving by selecting Special Gift
and entering Hurricane Relief in the memo. Thank you
to all who are able to help with this mission!

October Menu for Give A Meal A Month
Give A Meal A Month provides
healthy foods that can create a meal
for recipients through Webster-Rock
Hill Ministries, rather than just
relying on donations of food that is
leftover in people's pantries. Simply
purchase a bag of food according to
the menu and drop it off in the
GAMAM cabinet in Fellowship Hall this month.
• Canned Chicken and Dumplings
• Canned Peas - no or low salt
• Canned Pears - lite or in fruit juice
• Pancake Mix
• Additional needs: Laundry Detergent

Learn More About Planned Giving
to Charitable Organizations
Sunday, November 6, 10:45 a.m. in the Parlor
"On November 6 we will be joined
by Beth McCarter and Craig
Campbell for a presentation on
planned giving. Beth is an estate
planning attorney who grew up at
WGPC. Craig is a tax accountant
and a long-time member of
WGPC. Beth and Craig will
discuss various options for making
planned gifts (including annual
gifts) to charitable
organizations. This includes gifts of appreciated
securities, gifts from retirement accounts, gifts through
private foundations, and gifts as
part of an estate plan. The
presentation will include a review
of the mechanics and tax
implications of each type of gift.
Beth and Craig will also be
available to answer individual
questions regarding planned
giving. You’ve been meaning to
learn more about this type of
giving, so come and join us!

Interfaith Partnership Annual Celebration
Thursday, October 27, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Lambert International Airport
Cultivating friendships can transform lives and
communities. We invite you to celebrate the region’s
vibrant interfaith community and invest in the bridgebuilding efforts
of Interfaith
Partnership of
Greater
St. Louis. Our
2022 Annual Celebration, Journeys to Friendship, will
take place Thursday, October 27, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.
at Lambert’s Aero Event Space (located in Terminal 1).
Guests will interact in meaningful ways and enjoy small
plates during a dialogue hour. Remarks from religious
leaders, the 2022 Achievement Awards, and a lively
cultural program will take place alongside a seated
dessert. WGPC is one of the sponsors of this event.
Tickets are $100 per person and can be purchased at
interfaithstl.org/celebrate. IPSTL is dedicated to
promoting greater understanding, respect, and
appreciation across lines of religious difference and
bravely bringing people together to build a more
inclusive St. Louis.
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Help Get-Out-the-Vote!
Join Our Pizza Postcard Writing Parties!
All Writing Sessions Are Held in the Parlor
Monday, October 17, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 19, 4:00-6:30 p.m.
Sunday, October 30, 11:45 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
The Advocacy Team is going to send 2,500 voting
reminder postcards to registered voters in
St. Louis City. All we need to do is add an
address to the postcards. No messages
needed! Join us in the Parlor for
any of the three sessions above. Drop
in for an hour or stay the entire time
–whatever fits your schedule. Address some envelopes,
enjoy some pizza and fellowship, and help us meet our
2500 postcard goal! For more information, contact
Burchett.juliekay@gmail.com.

Do You Like Kids?
We are looking for some
volunteers to serve our
Children’s Ministries program.
For more information, please
contact Patty Mabie at
pattymabie@gmail.com.

Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023
26th Season: Upcoming Events
Connie Krull and
Amalia LaViolette,
Vocalists
Sunday, October 23
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
The duo of Connie and
Amalia has been
performing together for the
past seventeen years. They sing an eclectic mix
of Broadway, Classical, Patriotic, Sacred and
standard songs from the ‘30s through the ‘70s.
They both are music educators and frequently
perform for a variety of clients, including private
parties, church groups, and retirement homes.
Stony Hill Brass
Quintet, Thanksgiving
Hymn Festival
WGPC Artists in
Residence
Sunday, November 20
9:30 a.m. Worship Service

You HAVE Been Listening!
“Here I am, Lord!” The call to become a Church Officer
has been heard by some of you – and you’ve let us know
that you are here and ready to serve. We are filling our
slate of officers – but it’s not full
yet. We also know that others of
you are still praying about your
response to God’s call, and we
want to encourage you in that
discernment. The nominating
committee may ultimately need
to make some “outbound” calls
to complete our task, but there
is still time for you to consider your own God-given gifts
and how you could use them. We will present our slate
of nominated officers at a congregational meeting in
mid-November. So, we need to hear from you soon.
Please email nominations@wgpc.org or call Harriet Hall
at 314-707-4750 or contact Pastor Ed to share your
thoughts on your service.
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Other Opportunities for
Spiritual Growth

Sundays, 8:30-9:15 a.m. in the Parlor
and by Zoom
Coffee & Conversation with the Lectionary
Participants will consider Biblical texts used in the
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the
people and issues involved. Leaders: Jeff Buck, Deb
Grossman, and Pete Putnam.
Sunday classes below are held from 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor
Please note: There is a new Zoom link for
10:45 a.m. Faith Formation classes.
Please see the Friday Flash for the link.
October 9, 16, 23 - Being Christian in a MultiFaith World led by Rev. Jim Poinsett,
Interfaith Partnership, and Jeff Buck (3rd
session)
October 30 – God’s Call to Create Clean Air led
by Beth Gutzler, Organizer for Environmental
Justice for Metropolitan Churches United.
November 6 – A Culture of Generosity:
Stewardship, Planned Giving, and
Endowment led by the Stewardship and
Endowment Committees.
November 13 and 20 – How Do We Talk About
Tough Issues? led by Rev. Dale Kuhn.
November 27 and December 4, 11, and 18 – Advent
and the Arts coordinated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
December 25 and January 1 – no classes.
January 8 – Gun Violence and Hands-on
Project coordinated by the Advocacy Team.
January 16, 23, and 30 – Nones, Millennials,
Gen Xers – Where Are They? led by Rev.
Ruben Rosario-Rodriguez.

Please submit announcements by the end of
Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday:
For the bulletin - Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org
For the Friday Flash – Cherstin Byers at
chb@wgpc.org

Disciples Bible Study
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
This lively and interactive group will explore the
Gospel of Matthew. Facilitated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
Men’s Bible Study
Tuesdays: October 25, November 8 and 22,
December 6 and 20, 7:00-8:00 a.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn, former director of Care
and Counseling. For more information, contact
Frank Bloemke at ekmeolb@gmail.com.
Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
A discussion of the book Do I Stay Christian? by
Brian McLaren led by rotating leadership. For more
information, contact Rev. Susan Andrews at
sra@wgpc.org.
Theology on Tap
Monthly informal conversations about faith and life.
Facilitated by Scott Lyon. For more information,
contact Scott at sjlyon33@gmail.com.
Children’s Sunday School
Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for “Follow
Me,” a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each week also
features music that prepares the children to sing in
worship services throughout the year.
Youth Fellowship
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics (6th through 8th grade)
• 5:00-7:30 p.m. Agape (9th through 12th grade)
Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in Jesus
Christ, Celtics and Agape provide safe space for
spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and fun
while developing friendships.
Youth and Agape Shared Meal
From 5:00-5:30 p.m. each week, all youth
come together to break bread with a meal
provided by church members. Interested
in providing a meal? You can sign up at
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links.
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Stanza 1 – Choir only
Stanzas 2-4 - All
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