WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service for the Lord’s Day
November 8, 2020
9:30 a.m.
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.
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Service for the Lord’s Day
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

Overture from “Saul”
Shawn Portell, organ

G.F. Handel/ arr. W.T. Best

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of
witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Laura Putnam, Liturgist

At the name of Jesus every knee should bend
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Glory to God. Amen.
HYMN

“Come Away from Hush and Worry”

arr. C. J. Adams

Chancel Choir

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace;
from our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ and find release.
Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and frenzied pace;
come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s grace.
In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our soul.
From the waters of God’s mercy we drink deeply, are made whole.
At the table of God’s presence all the saints are richly fed.
With the oil of God’s anointing into service we are led.
Come, then children, with your burdens, life’s confusion’s, fears, and pain.
Leave them at the cross of Jesus, take instead his kingdom’s reign.
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them, he alone will satisfy.
all our longing find attainment when to self we gladly die.
Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace.
CALL TO CONFESSION
We are a people born of water and the Spirit.
We have made promises to be Christ’s faithful disciples,
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and to show his love to our life’s end.

Although we fail to fulfill those baptismal vows,
God’s faithful love endures forever.
Confident of God’s grace,
let us confess our sin and the sin of this world.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord our God,
you call us to proclaim the gospel,
but we remain silent in the presence of evil.
You call us to be reconciled to you and one another,
but we are content to live in separation.
You call us to seek the good of all,
but we fail to resist the powers of oppression.
You call us to fight pretensions and injustice,
but we sit idly by,
endangering the lives of people far and near.
Forgive us, O Lord.
Reconcile us to you by the power of your Spirit,
and give us the courage and strength
to be reconciled to others;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Our righteousness is found in Christ alone,
a gift of God by faith.

Beloved people of God, believe the good news:
through the grace of Jesus Christ
we are forgiven. Amen.
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
and also with you.
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RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE
768

“We are the Body of Christ” SOMOS EL CUERPO DE CHRISTO
(Music at the end of the bulletin.)
~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God,
we do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from your mouth.
Make us hungry for this heavenly food,
that it may nourish us today
in the ways of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE

Philippians 2:1-13

Pew Bible, pg. 197

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in hu-

man likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to
the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave
him the name that is above every name,
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so that at the name of Jesus every knee should

bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
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and every tongue should confess that

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
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for it

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
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SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~
OFFERING INVITATION
With grateful hearts,
let us offer our gifts,
trusting in God’s goodness.
OFFERTORY

“Maya’s Prayer for Peace”
Jeff Ballard, solo

arr. Tom Trenney

Father, Mother, God, thank you, for your presence during the hard and mean days.
For then, we have you to lean upon.
Father, Mother, God than you, for your presence during the bright and sunny days,
for then we can share that which we have with those who have less.
Father, Mother, God, thank you for your presence during the holy days,
for then we are able to celebrate you and our families and our friends.
Father, Mother, God, thank you.
For those who have no voice, we ask you to speak.
For those who feel unworthy, we ask you to pour our your love in waterfalls of tenderness.
For those who live in pain, we ask you to bathe them in your river of healing.
For those who are lonely, we ask you to keep them company.
For those who are depressed, we ask you to shower upon them the light of hope!
Father, Mother, God, you, the borderless sea of substance, we ask you to give all the world
that which we need most;
peace.
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~SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION~
INVITATION

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Blessed are you who hunger for justice,
for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who thirst for righteousness,
for you will drink deeply of the cup of joy.
Blessed are you who yearn for reconciliation,
for you will find peace.

Blessed are you who are persecuted in the name of religion,
for yours is the commonwealth of heaven.
Blessed are we—for Christ calls us to his table,
where there is room for everyone, and plenty for all.
O taste and see that the Lord is good.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Leader:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,

you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.

In every age you sent prophets to make known
your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
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In the fullness of time,
you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you,
he broke it , and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this in remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread
and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus!
And let the church say, Amen.
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Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage ad wisdom to pursue love and justice
in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom!
And let the church say, Amen.
Join our prayers and praise
with your prophets and martyrs of every age that,

rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Jesus Said: I am the bread of life

8

Jesus said: I am the vine, you are the branches.

Come to me and never be hungry;
believe in me and never thirst.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.

May we, who share his body,
live his risen life;
we, who drink his cup,
bring life to others;
we, whom the Spirit lights,
give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so that we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
HYMN 767

“Together We Serve”
(Music is at the end of the bulletin.)

SAN ANSELMO

CHARGE
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ.
To God be the glory.
BENEDICTION
The blessing of God be with you,
the love of Jesus fill you,
and the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you,
now and forevermore.
POSTLUDE

“Piece pour Grand Orgue”

Joseph Jongen
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WORD OF WELCOME
The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed to keep all safe.
For the sake of all attending worship, masks are required while in worship.
During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or
hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of
peace. We encourage creativity!
For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed
during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give
in person.
If you have any questions about the procedures as outlined, please see one of the pastors or Betsy
Wacker.

MINISTRY STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III

efc@wgpc.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla

hmd@wgpc.org

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings

jdrtsn@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell

spp@wgpc.org

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh

ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland

pdc@wgpc.org

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas

brk@wgpc.org

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo

tar@wgpc.org

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer

jls@wgpc.org

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons

jlk@wgpc.org

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton

vph@wgpc.org

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers

chb@wgpc.org

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan

(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

45 West Lockwood Avenue

www.wgpc.org

Webster Groves, MO 63119

314-962-9210
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Friends,
You have done an amazing job of creating and donating masks this year! I know that your mask
making and donations to family and friends goes far beyond what we have donated. Today we handed off 650 masks to the Webster Groves School District. With the 1.618 that were donated earlier
this year that makes a grand total of 2,268! That total far surpasses anything I ever dreamed of and I
thank you for making it happen. Mask production has really fallen off this past month and I expect
you all have mask fatigue. I told the representative from WGSD that we might be done sewing for
now. They are very grateful and said that if we decide to do anymore sewing they will be happy to
accept. For now I’ll leave a scaled down box of supplies at the Hale entrance and we’ll see how it
goes. Thanks again and God bless!
Diana Likely
Share Thanksgiving Dinner!
Would you like to help make Thanksgiving a little happier for one of our
neighbors? If so, consider donating a grocery gift card to Webster-Rock Hill
Ministries for their Thanksgiving Meal program. Requested card amounts are
$25 per person, and donors can decide how large of a family they would like
to help. For more details, contact Beth Kazlauskas at bok@wgpc.org by November 9th to ensure delivery by the November 13th deadline.

EDUCATION HOUR with BEYOND HOUSING NOVEMBER 8, 11:00AM
Mark your calendars to join us for an inspiring presentation by Chris Krehmeyer, Presidet and CEO
of Beyond Housing on November 8th at 11:00am via Zoom. In looking at the initiatives of WGPC
Mission and Advocacy, Beyond Housing’s programs address the full spectrum. Beyond Housing’s
24:1 initiative is a nationally-recognized program that addresses fundamental challenges within the
municipalities in the Normandy school district in North St Louis County, partnering with other nonprofits and working with the government to create a safer, healthier community where residents can
thrive. The Zoom link will be sent in next week’s Friday Flash.
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RECURRING EVENTS
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS FOLLOWING ONLINE WORSHIP
Put the coffee on; grab a sweet treat; and be ready to see your friends, make new friends and enjoy
the comfort and laughter of fellowship. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link.

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF
GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM
For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the
world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of
Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be
teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free
and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are
able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.
Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered.
NICARAGUA COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP—”Seguir Adelante—Go Forward!”
Our presbytery’s covenant relationship with the community of Plan Grande #2 Nicaragua has been
active for 20 years, Gracias a Dios! Despite economic downturns, political unrest, and social disruptions in both countries and the global impact of COVID-19, and we remain committed to our promises of mutual love and support. “Seguir Adelante—Go Forward!”
COVID-19 forced the cancelation of our annual fund-raising dinner, but the needs of 34 high schoolers and 7 college students have not stopped! WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE STUDENTS of Plan
Grande #2. We want to share their stories to engage and inspire you to “seguir Adelante—go Forward” - even in these challenging times. We hope to raise the funds necessary to provide the support they and their families need in order to continue focusing on education and their futures. Our
goal for the remainder of 2020 is $5000!
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