WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
1st Sunday of Advent ⬧ November 27, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission:
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“Sleepers Wake, a Voice Is Calling”
Shawn Portell, organ

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
L: Advent is a time to wait.
P: We wait in hope for the dawning light.
L: Advent is a time to wait for freedom from captivity.
P: We wait in hope for the dawning light.
L: Advent is a time to wait for comfort in our sorrow.
P: We wait in hope for the dawning light.
L: Advent is a time to wait for power in our weakness.
P: We wait in hope for the dawning light.
L: Advent is a time to wait for the end of darkness.
P: We wait for Jesus, the Light of the World.

J.S. Bach
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Clara Gatewood and Eloise Booker

Candle Lighting
This morning we light the first candle. This candle reminds us that jour hope is in Christ, and that
God sent Jesus to be the Light of the World. As we begin the journey of Advent, may we learn to wait
patiently, with hope and confidence that God’s light will one day illuminate our darkened world.
Closing Prayer
God in heaven, as we begin this season of Advent, we pray that you will teach us to wait with patience,
endurance, and trust. Remind us of your everlasting presence. Fill us with hope for the future and
love for humanity. Bathe us in your eternal, loving light. Amen.
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🕈 OPENING HYMN

“Jesus the Light of the World”

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION

Joel Raney

Matt Miller

L: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
yet we are justified by the gift of God’s grace
through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Eternal God, our judge and redeemer,
We confess that we have tried to hide from you,
for we have done wrong.
We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you.
We have turned from our neighbors,
and refused to bear the burdens of others.
We have ignored the pain of the world,
and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.
In your great mercy forgive our sins
and free us from selfishness,
that we may choose your will
and obey your commandments;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
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🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Hear the good news!
As people born of water and the Spirit
we have died to the old life, and a new life has begun.
God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day.
Come to the water and remember your baptism.
Be thankful, and live as one who has been raised to new life!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
P: Thanks be to God.
🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
P: And also with you.
RESPONSE

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

Ososo

Choir:
Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body,
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.
Assembly:

Proclaiming God’s Word
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Janice Seele

L: Let us pray:
Loving God, fountain of every blessing,
open us to your life-giving word, and fill us with your Holy Spirit,
so that living water may flow through our hearts –
a spring of hope for a thirsty world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Romans 13:11-14

Pew Bible pg. 162
Janice Seele
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this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.
L: The Word of the Lord.
P: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READING

2 Isaiah 2:1-5

Pew Bible pgs. 631-632

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
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In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
L: The Word of the Lord.
P: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Matt Miller, Student Pastor
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Responding to God’s Word
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
L: Almighty God,
we pray for those
locked in circumstances beyond their control,
restrained by oppressors,
and seeing no end to their captivity.
May they discover hope
buried in deepest suffering;
through Jesus Christ,
who shared the weakness and despair of human life,
yet gave even death a new outcome
and brought resurrection from a closed tomb.
Lord, in your mercy,
P: hear our prayer.
L: We pray for the Church,
set in the world
to show how people belong together
and how your gifts are given to be shared.
Grant that, as we feel
for the rejection and voicelessness of others,
we may meet Christ in them
and bear witness to his transforming love.
Lord, in your mercy,
P: hear our prayer.
(JOYS AND CONCERNS)
L: We pray for the communities
in which we live and work;
for people under stress
and unable to deal with their difficulties;
for those who seek comfort
in ways which bring no help;
for all who are fearful.
Give us grace to show by our concern and actions
how each is loved and valued by you.
Lord, in your mercy,
P: hear our prayer.
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L: We remember those now hidden from us
but at home with you.
We give thanks especially
for those who have strengthened our weak faith,
built up our trust in you,
and by their lives have drawn us
into the life of Christ
who died in weakness and reigns in glory.
P: Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION
L: Come with gratitude and joy
to the table of the Lord.
Bring the works of your hands
and the gifts of your lives
as an offering of praise.
OFFERING
(For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made
by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

🕈 DOXOLOGY #608

“Jesus, the Son of Mary"”
Chancel Choir
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

J.B. Owens

PRAISE GOD
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
L: Let us pray:
We give you thanks and praise, O God,
that you have built us up in faith
and bound us together in love.
By your grace, may all that we do
show the glory of your name
and serve the good of your people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Janice Seele

THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us:
P: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Janice Seele

Sending
🕈 CLOSING HYMN #107

“Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn”
(see music in back of bulletin)

REJOICE, REJOICE

🕈 CHARGE
🕈 BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Sleepers Wake, a Voice is Calling”
Shawn Portell, organ

A.D. Miller

7

Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each Sanctuary entrance.
The nursery (designed for children from newborn through three) is open from 8:30-11:45 a.m.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.
WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we
encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.

Those Who Serve Today
Liturgist: Janice Seele
Greeter: Diana Likely, Patty and Grant Mabie
Ushering Team: Donna Bellows, Vicki Lane, Bill
Schwartz, Allan Scott
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob
Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Joey Stokes, and
Dennis Wacker
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and YouTube
pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation
indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by: Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 ©
2012; Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word
Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 2 © 2018;
Westminster John Knox Press from Book of Common Worship ©
2018. Resources used today include: “Jesus the Light of the
World,” © 2020 Hope Publishing Company; “Come Now, O Prince
of Peace,” © 2010 Augsburg Fortress.

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett
(c) 703-587-5003
jamespoinsett@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Student Pastor: Matt Miller
(c) 314-591-5838
Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn
Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Director of Welcome and Involvement:
Michelle Lepak (ext. 3102)
mml@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Nursery Caretaker: Anna Stokes
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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November 27, 2022 Announcements
Advent Café Potluck

Faith Formation: Advent and the Arts
- Singing Through Advent Today, Sunday, November 27
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. in the Chapel
WGPC Director of Music Ministries Shawn Portell will
take us on a musical journey. Shawn insists that
"Advent hymns are better looking than you think. They
bring you hope!"
- Advent through Poetry and Art Sundays, December 11 and 18
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. in the Parlor
We will consider the stories of Joseph and Mary and
Elizabeth through poetry and art. How do words and
images help scripture come alive? (Bring your favorites
with you!)

“Devoted to Generosity” Update
As of November 20, we are at 61% of our goal for
meeting next year’s planned budget. So far, $800,927
have been pledged, a pace which is ahead of last year’s
campaign for 2022.
Thanks to everyone who
has pledged so far. Please
pledge as soon as you
can so our budget
committee can
properly plan! Glory be
to God for God’s gifts!

Brighten the Holidays for Others!
Our Giving Tree continues, and there are still many
ways you can help! Take a look at our Giving Tree list
on page 13 to see all of the needs and deadlines for
giving, then visit wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/
or use the link in the Friday
Flash to help with a
particular need. If you have
purchased an item for
children served by Beyond
Housing or Presbyterian
Children’s Homes, please
return those unwrapped
gifts to the bin in the Mission Hub by next Sunday,
December 4. Remaining items are due by Wednesday,
December 21, and financial donations will be accepted
through December 29.

Next Sunday, December 4
After Worship in Fellowship Hall
Advent Café is back by popular demand! All are invited
to Fellowship Hall after Worship on December 4 for
food and fellowship. We will feed
each other, so bring a dish to
share. Parents, if your kids are in
Sunday School, Agape, or Celtics
and rehearsing the Christmas
Pageant (from 10:40 to 11:50
a.m.), please bring a dish and join
us during rehearsal. The 10:45 a.m. Faith Formation
class will not meet that day to enable everyone to
attend. So take a moment during this busy time of year
to come and rest in the company of your church family
and enjoy a moment to pause and breathe in God's love!

Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 7
11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Everyone is invited to a
Christmas with food,
fellowship, and
entertainment by Webster
Groves High School
musicians, plus a
Christmas carol singalong
with Shawn Portell. Renew
friendships and meet new
members. We would love
to see you there! Please RSVP by December 4 by
signing up in Fellowship Hall or emailing Donna
Bellows at leebellow@att.net.

Party Treats Needed
for Our Afghan Neighbors
Our Welcome Neighbor sponsors will be hosting a
holiday party for the Afghan families and their partner
volunteers on Saturday, December 10. We have been
asked to help provide
refreshments such as cookies,
cupcakes, etc. (they do not need
to be homemade). If you can
donate a treat, please let us
know by signing up at
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-uplinks/ (or use the link in the
Friday Flash). Donations can be
dropped off at Sue Scott’s house at 449 Reavis Place in
Webster Groves on Thursday, December 8, or
Friday, December 9. The sign-up page also shows
other items needed by our family.
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Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023
Upcoming Advent and Christmas Events
St. Louis Metro Singers
“The Holidays Are
Here”
Tonight, November 27
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
The St. Louis Metro Singers, under the direction of
Shawn Portell, invite you to their first concert of the
season – “The Holidays are Here.” Accompanied by
an orchestra of some of the finest musicians in the
St. Louis region, the chorus will sing stunning
arrangements of favorite carols and holiday songs.
Some of them include: “Silent Night,” “Angels We
Have Heard on High,” “O Little Town of Bethlehem,”
and Steven Curtis Chapman’s “All is Well.” Sprinkled
throughout will be holiday songs such as
“Somewhere in My Memory” from Home Alone,
“Walking in the Air” from The Snowman, “Pat-aPan,” “A Musicological 12 Days of Christmas,” and
the concert theme song borrowed from the 2019
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade’s singing
Christmas tree – “The Holidays are Here” by Emmy
Award winner Judith Clurman. Come join us!

Do You Have Ideas for Adult
Faith Formation Events in 2023?
Tuesday, November 29, 7:00 p.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
All are invited to a brainstorming session to discuss
ideas for our Faith Formation classes and events for the
first half of 2023. What Sunday morning classes have
you enjoyed? What are we missing?
What topics or speakers are you
interested in? Are there ideas for
adult education and spiritual growth
beyond Sunday mornings or the
existing study groups? Please plan to
attend in person or by Zoom (see the Friday Flash for
the link), but if you are unable to attend, please e-mail
your ideas to Susan Andrews at sra@wgpc.org or Jeff
Buck at jabuck51@gmail.com.

Check Out Our New Mission Hub
Our former library is now devoted to all
things mission including the Give-AMeal-A-Month cart, recycling bins, and
info on our mission focus areas,
environmental stewardship, advocacy
work, and ministry partners. Stop by
and learn more!

November 27, December 11, and 18:
Advent Faith Formation Classes
December 4: Advent Café Potluck (following
Worship)
December 7: Christmas Luncheon
December 11: Children’s Pageant
Deadline for Poinsettia orders
Family Christmas Movie at 11:00 a.m.
December 18: Lessons and Carols
Deacons’ Christmas Reception
Youth Christmas Party at 5:00 p.m.
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship at 4:00 and
9:00 p.m.
December 25: Christmas Day Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Poinsettia Orders Are Being Accepted!
Now through Sunday, December 11
The Gathering Task Force and Deacons have been
working hard to stay connected to many of our
homebound members, so this year, you have the option
of ordering poinsettias for the Sanctuary or to be
delivered to a WGPC member
who is homebound. All
poinsettias are $10. They can
be ordered online by visiting:
wgpc.org > click “Give” at the
top of the screen > scroll down
and click the blue “Give” box
(or use the link in the Friday
Flash). Then, enter an
amount, select "Flowers" from the drop down and enter
"Homebound Member" or "Sanctuary" in the memo
field. If you'd like your flowers to be given in honor or in
memory of someone, please indicate “honor” or
“memory” and the name in the field as well. Poinsettias
can be picked up after the 9:00 p.m. service on
Christmas Eve or after the 9:30 a.m. service on
Christmas Day. Questions? Please contact Jamie Scott
at mjscott81012@gmail.com.

There’s Still Time to Be
in the Christmas Pageant!!

Kids of all ages are welcome to be a
part of the December 11 Christmas
Pageant! Just stop by the rehearsal
today and on December 4 (both
during Sunday School from 10:4011:45 a.m.) and/or on Saturday,
December 10 from 10:00 a.m. to
noon. Questions? Contact Cherstin
Byers at chb@wgpc.org
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Fundraiser for ECC Kids
at the Parkmoor Drive-In
Tuesday, November 29, 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
220 West Lockwood Avenue
Just say, “I’m with the ECC,” when you dine in
or order to-go at the Parkmoor on
November 29, and the Early Childhood
Center will receive 20 percent of sales.
You can view the menu and order
online at theparkmoor.com.

Looking for a Unique Christmas Gift?

Looking for a unique Christmas gift? Stop in the new
Mission Hub and do a little shopping! Right now, our
shelves are filled with ceramic bowls made by students
at Webster Groves High School and nativities created by
artisans in Peru. Choose what you'd like in exchange for
a donation (amount of your choice) to support WebsterRock Hill Ministries. Donations can be made online or
by cash or check given to Beth Kazlauskas.

Social Justice Film Club:
The U.S. and the Holocaust
Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 p.m. by Zoom
All are welcome to join the second
discussion of the new three-part film,
The U.S. and The Holocaust, by Ken
Burns, Lynn Novick, and Sarah
Botstein. Burns’ film examines the
rise Nazism in Germany, the eugenics
movement in the United States, and
race laws in the American south. The
series can be streamed for free on
pbs.org prior to the discussion.
Give-A-Meal-A-Month November Menu
Give-A-Meal-A-Month provides healthy foods that can
create a meal for recipients through Webster-Rock Hill
Ministries. Simply purchase a bag of food according to
the menu below and drop it off in the Mission Hub this
month.
• Canned chicken
• Canned whole cranberry
sauce
• Brown or white rice
• Biscuit mix
• Cream of mushroom soup
• Canned peas (low or no salt)
• Additional needs: diapers and baby wipes

Family Christmas Movie: The Star
Sunday, December 11, 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
After Worship and our
Christmas Pageant, please join
us for a viewing of The Star
while munching on pizza and
popcorn. This family film
focuses on a small but brave
donkey and his animal friends
who become the unsung heroes
of the first Christmas. Invite
your friends and family. All are
welcome!

Holiday Light Recycling
Now through January 8
It’s about time to get your Christmas lights up! If you
find burned out strands as you are decorating, bring
them to church for recycling. There is a bin outside of
the Hale entrance marked for this purpose. Let
neighbors and friends know of our community
recycling bin and save these items from our landfills.
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Other Opportunities for
Spiritual Growth

Sundays, 8:30-9:15 a.m. in the Parlor
and by Zoom
Coffee & Conversation with the Lectionary
Participants will consider Biblical texts used in the
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the
people and issues involved. Leaders: Jeff Buck, Deb
Grossman, and Pete Putnam.
Sunday classes below are held from 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor
Please note: See the Friday Flash
for the current Zoom link for
Sunday Faith Formation classes.
Today, November 27 (in Chapel) and December 11
and 18 – Advent and the Arts coordinated by
Rev. Susan Andrews.
December 4 and 25 and January 1 – no classes.
January 8 – Gun Violence and Hands-on
Project coordinated by the Advocacy Team.
January 16, 23, and 30 – Nones, Millennials, Gen
Xers – Where Are They? led by Rev. Ruben
Rosario-Rodriguez.

Please submit announcements by the end
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday.
For the bulletin: Barbara Fischer at
baf@wgpc.org
For the Friday Flash: Cherstin Byers at
chb@wgpc.org

STAY CONNECTED!
Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash
at wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with access to
direct links for sign-ups and other resources.

Disciples Bible Study
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
This lively and interactive group will explore the
Gospel of Matthew. Facilitated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
Men’s Bible Study
Tuesdays: November 22 and December 6 and 20,
7:00-8:00 a.m. by Zoom
Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn, former director of Care
and Counseling. For more information, contact
Frank Bloemke at ekmeolb@gmail.com.
Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
A discussion of the book Do I Stay Christian? by
Brian McLaren led by rotating leadership. For more
information, contact Rev. Susan Andrews at
sra@wgpc.org.
Theology on Tap
Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 p.m.
C.J. Mugg’s, 101 West Lockwood Avenue
Monthly informal conversations about faith and life.
Facilitated by Scott Lyon. For more information,
contact Scott at sjlyon33@gmail.com.
Children’s Sunday School
Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for “Follow
Me,” a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each week also
features music that prepares the children to sing in
worship services throughout the year.
Youth Fellowship
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics (6th through 8th grade)
• 5:00-7:30 p.m. Agape (9th through 12th grade)
Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in Jesus
Christ, Celtics and Agape provide safe space for
spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and fun
while developing friendships.
Youth and Agape Shared Meal
From 5:00-5:30 p.m. each week, all youth come
together to break bread with a meal
provided by church members.
Interested in providing a meal? Sign up
at wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links.
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