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OUR MISSION 
We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people and joyfully serve God. 
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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

    

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 
All are encouraged to sign and pass the Friendship Pads at the ends of the pews. As the music begins, let us use this 
time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to 
reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 
 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                        

 

Then I heard every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 
To the one seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might 
forever and ever! 
Let us worship God! 

 
SONG      “Holy, Holy, Holy”           Sherdonna Denholm 
     Richard and Elizabeth Grossman 
         
CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
      Friends in Christ, 
      God knows our needs before we ask, 
      and in our asking prepares us to receive 
      the gift of grace of which we are assured. 
      In trust, therefore, let us confess our sins. 

   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
 Holy and merciful God, 
 in your presence we confess 
 our sinfulness, our shortcomings, 
 and out offenses against you. 
 You alone know how often we have sinned 
 in wandering from your ways, 
 in wasting your gifts, 
 in forgetting your love. 
 Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
 for we are ashamed and sorry 
 for all we have done to displease you. 
 Forgive our sins, and help us to live as your light in the world, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  
 Hear the good news! 
 Who is in a position to condemn? 
 Only Christ, 
 and Christ died for us, 
 Christ rose for us, 
 Christ reigns in power for us, 
 Christ prays for us. 
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
  
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                
 
    Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 
    The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, today and always. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE  “Be Still My Soul”         Sherdonna Denholm 

     Richard and Elizabeth Grossman 

 

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               
Lord, open our hearts and minds 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen. 
 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Acts 1:6-14  
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
8
But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9
When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10

While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. 

11
They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

12
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jeru-

salem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 
13

When they had entered the city, they went to 
the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and An-
drew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 

14
All these were constantly devoting 
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themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Je-
sus, as well as his brothers. 
 
 
SERMON                    Rev. Hannah Zyla 

 

REFLECTION    

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     

 As God’s people, called to love one another , 

 let us pray for the needs  of the church, 

 the whole human family, and all the world, saying: 

 Hear our prayer. 

 That the earth may be freed 

 from war, famine, and disease, 

 and the air, soil, and waters cleansed of poison, 

 we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 

  

 That those govern and maintain peace 

 in every land may exercise their powers 

 in obedience to your commands, 

 we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 

 

 That you will strengthen this nation 

 to pursue just priorities 

 so that the races may be reconciled; 

 the young, educated; and the old, cared for; 

 the hungry, filled; and the homeless, housed; 

 and the sick, anxious, and distressed, comforted and healed, 

 we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 

 

 That you will comfort and empower 

 those who face any difficulty or trial: 

 the sick in body, mind, and spirit, (especially N., N.) 

 the poor, those facing addiction and dementia, 

 the oppressed, those who grieve and those in prison, 

 we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 

 

 That you will accept our thanksgiving 

 for all faithful servants of Christ now at rest, 

 who, with us, await a new heaven and a new earth, 

 your everlasting kingdom, 
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 we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 

 

 Merciful God, as a potter fashions a vessel from humble clay, 

 you form us into a new creation.  

 Shape us, day by day, through the cross of Christ your Son, 

 until we pray as continually as we breathe 

 and all our acts are prayer; 

 through Jesus Christ and in the mystery of the Holy Spirit, we pray. 

 Amen.  

 

  

OFFERING INVITATION AND DEDICATION 

 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it. 

With gladness, let us return to God the offerings of our lives and the gifts of the earth. 

Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, God of all creation; 

through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 

Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. 

 Amen.  

 
 
OFFERTORY    Kum Ba Yah          arr. John Benke 
     1.“Someone’s Praying Lord” 
     2.”Someone’s Crying Lord” 
 

CHARGE 
 And now friends, be watchful 
 - not of the heavens, but of God’s work here among us; 
 stand firm in your faith, 
 be courageous and strong. 
 Let all that you do be done in love.  
  
BENEDICTION  

    

 May the God of life 

 fill you with all joy, courage, and peace, 

 so that you may abound in hope 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 Alleluia! Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE     Kum Ba Yah          arr. John Benke 

     “Someone’s Singing Lord”  
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Worship Notes 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

 

Book of Common Worship. (2016). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press. 

Call to Worship. (2018). Louisville: Office of Theology and Worship of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

Feasting On The Word. (2012). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


