WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Third Sunday of Lent
March 7, 2021
9:30 a.m.

OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually
and as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“There is a Hope”
Stuart Townend/Mark Edwards
(music found at the end of the bulletin)

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
CALL TO WORSHIP

Harriet Hall, Liturgist

The message of the cross sounds foolish to the world;
But to us it is the power of God!
We proclaim the scandal of Christ crucified.
The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God is stronger than our strength.
OPENING HYMN

"Bring Us Home"
(see music at the end of the bulletin)

Deanna Light/Paul Tate

CALL TO CONFESSION
Despite all that God has taught us,
we still act foolishly;
we are still weak.
In the cross of Christ,
we find forgiveness and grace.
We confess our sins,
trusting in God’s wisdom and strength
rather than our own.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God,
how fickle we are; we sin against you without even knowing it.
Clear us, we pray, of any unknown sin,
and save us from willfully ignoring your way.
Let your commandments rule and guide us.
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Forgive us for worshiping anyone or anything except you;
keep us faithful.

Forgive us for failing to honor all our relationships—
with those closest to us and those who are distant neighbors.
Help us to speak words of blessing and kindness,
rather than words that belittle or destroy.

Turn us away from violence, falsehood, and selfishness.
Forgive us for thinking everything depends on our efforts and power,
for you are the God who made us, led us out slavery,
and has brought us into the community of faith.
Help us to depend on you alone and to rest in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Brothers and sisters,
in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again,
we are forgiven and set free to live in faithfulness
with God and with one another!
Thanks be to God!

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us also forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE
“Jesus, Wonderful Savior”
(music found at the end of the bulletin)

Sherdonna Denholm
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~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Harriet Hall, Liturgist

Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God,
and prepare our hearts to accept your word.
Silence in us any voice but your own,
that, hearing, we may also obey your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

John 2:13-22

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the

cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He
told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my
Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing
this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you
raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
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SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Holy God,
you have called us to live before you
and with one another
in all faithfulness.
Unable to live as you intend,
we inflict harm and hurt on others
and on ourselves as well.
In all these ways,
we know we grieve your heart also.
Hear, then, our prayers of intercession.

Restore us to communion with you and one another
that we might live in the freedom you have bestowed.

We pray for people who are victims of crime,
from petty theft to murder.
We pray that those harmed will find healing
and will dwell in safety.
Hold especially close to your heart, O God,
those who have lost a loved one to violence;
and help us to offer tenderness and care
in their struggles and grief.
We pray also for those who have committed crimes,
that they may seek and find forgiveness,
and begin a new life of responsibility and integrity
before you and in the community.
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We pray for healing and reconciliation where trust has been broken,

hostility has flared, or misunderstanding has grown.
Restore us not only to one another,
but reconcile us to ourselves and to you, loving God.
If restoration proves beyond hope,
then grant new beginnings and possibilities for all.
In every relationship, we seek your grace as we honor others
by caring for them,
being truthful,
and working for their welfare.
Root out in us any jealousy toward what others possess,
and let generosity grow in and among us instead

Gracious God,
we pray for those who are ill, in mind, body, or spirit;
for those lonely and isolated from community;

for those burdened by guilt or grief,
by depression or despair.
Do not let us turn inward as a church,
lest we shut out or neglect
those who long for a community of welcome and companionship.
Send us out in love, with open eyes, ears, and hearts.
Make us true neighbors to one another
and true children of your own calling.
We pray in the name of Christ,
who has come to set us free.
Amen.
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OFFERING INVITATION

The house of God is not a marketplace for buying and selling.
It is a house of prayer,
a place of healing and restoration,
a place where we bring before God our provisions
to be used for present needs.
Let us bring our tithes and offerings to God.
OFFERTORY

“Maya’s Prayer for Peace”
Tom Trenney
Jeff Ballard, solo
Father, Mother, God, thank you for your presence during the hard and mean days.
For then, we have you to lean upon.
Father, Mother, God, thank you for your presence during the bright and sunny days,
for then we can share that which we have with those who have less.
Father, Mother, God. thank you for your presence during the holy days,
for then we are able to celebrate you and our families and our friends.
Father, Mother God, thank you.
For those who have no voice, we ask you to speak.
For those who feel unworthy, we ask you to pour out your love,
in waterfalls of tenderness.
For those who live in pain, we ask you to bathe them in your river of healing.
For those who are lonely, we ask you to keep them company.
For those who are depressed, we ask you to shower upon then the light of hope!
Father, Mother, God, you, the borderless sea of substance we ask you
to give all the world that which we need the most:
peace.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.

Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love;
through the one who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

"The Wonderful Cross"

arr. Chris Tomlin/Jesse Reeves

1. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.
2. See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down:
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?
REFRAIN:
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live.
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross;
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name.
3. Where the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
REFRAIN
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CHARGE

Go out into the world in peace;
have courage;
hold onto what is good;
return no one evil for evil;
support the weak;
help the suffering;
honor all people;
love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord be kind and gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor.

and give you peace.
Amen.
POSTLUDE

“The Wonderful Cross”
Worship Band

arr. Chris Tomlin/Jesse Reeves

Worship Notes

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012
Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018
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Those Who Serve Today
Ushers: Marilee Campbell, Freda Cook, Deb Grossman, Matt Robinson, Bob Weng
Liturgists: Harriet Hall
Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Josh Zumwinkel

Ministry Staff
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings
Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell
Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland
Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas
Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
Senior Staff Assistant: open
Educational Ministries Assistant,
Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers
Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan
45 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119

efc@wgpc.org
hmd@wgpc.org
sra@wgpc.org
jdrtsn@gmail.com
spp@wgpc.org
pdc@wgpc.org
bok@wgpc.org
tar@wgpc.org
jls@wgpc.org
jlk@wgpc.org

chb@wgpc.org
(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

www.wgpc.org
314-962-9210
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March 7, 2021 Announcements
Join us in a Lenten Journey - The Path from Lament to Hope
Prayer Stations - Now Open!
We invite you to visit the church building once, weekly or daily to engage in outdoor Lenten prayer
stations. The three prayer stations, located in front of the church, will be open Ash Wednesday
through Holy Week. The Memorial Garden will also be open for quiet contemplation and prayer.
Each station is child-friendly. If you prefer to experience these at home, you may find them at
wgpc.org/lent-prayer-stations.
Worship Services:
Palm Sunday, March 28th, 9:30am
Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 7:00pm
Good Friday, April 2nd, 7:00pm
Easter Sunday, April 4th, 9:30am

Lamenting Toward Hope - A Biblical Journey
Sunday mornings, February 21 - March 28, 10:45am on Zoom
This six-week adult education series, facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews, will define the power of
lament, and engage participants in a dialogue with scripture and the current landscape of our lives.

March 7th - Lamenting Together
All are welcome, even if you haven’t previously register. Register at wgpc.org/get-involved or email
Susan Andrews at sra@wgpc.org with questions. The Zoom link is provided at the bottom of the
Friday Flash

Food Collection for the Webster Groves School District
During the month of March, we are collecting food for students in the Webster Groves School
District. The district now has a food pantry to help families dealing with food insecurity, so these
items will support their pantry. Items needed include:
•

Apple sauce/canned fruit

•

Fruit cups

•

Oatmeal

•

Canned ravioli/pasta

•

Granola bars

•

•

Canned tuna

•

Peanut butter/jelly

Pasta/pasta sauce (no
glass jars)

•

Cereal

•

Juice

•

Popcorn

•

Crackers

•

Macaroni and cheese

Items can be placed inside the bin in the Hale entryway, March 1-31. We will also have a drive-thru
collection Sunday, March 14th, 12:00-2:00 outside of the Hale Entrance.
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Seed Sharing at WGPC
All are welcome to join in a new project to benefit pollinators – a seed sharing initiative at WGPC!
Starting this week there will be a box inside of the Hale Entrance with packets of pollinator-friendly
native plant seeds, collected and shared by members of the Environmental Stewardship Committee.
If you have a spot in your garden for some new native plants then stop by and pick up some seeds
to get started! Later this spring look for annual milkweed seeds to support the beloved Monarch butterfly. If you are a gardener who saves seeds and has some to share, contact Beth Kazlauskas at
bok@wgpc.org for details!

News from our Social Advocacy Team:
Social Advocacy Film Club
Wednesday, March 10th, 7:00pm - see Friday Flash for Zoom link
In honor of Women's History Month, join the Advocacy Team for a Film Club discussion of "Iron
Jawed Angels", a 2004 film based on the lives of women's suffrage leaders Alice Paul and Lucy
Burns as they use peaceful and effective nonviolent strategies to change the American system to
grant women the right to vote. The film invites a great discussion about how to make voices heard in
a meaningful way that leads to change. The film won three Golden Globe Awards in 2005 and is
available through Amazon Prime, HBO, Hulu and YouTube TV. You can also check your local library
for availability. If you cannot find the film, PBS's American Experience also contains some wonderful
documentaries about American Suffrage.

Education Hour
Sunday, March 14th, 11:30am - see Friday Flash for Zoom link
Plan to join the Advocacy Team for the Education Hour featuring Denise Lieberman, General Counsel of the Missouri Voter Protection Coalition. Denise will speak with us about HR1, the For the People Act, a proposal designed to expand voting rights, change campaign finance laws to reduce the
influence of money in politics, limit partisan gerrymandering, and create new ethics rules for federal
officeholders. In March, the bill should be moving from the House to the Senate and Denise will let
us know how passage of the bill would impact elections in Missouri. Denise will also address several
voting related bills currently moving through the Missouri legislature.
(Note the later hour to allow for a special Lenten series at 10:45)

Absentee Voting for April 6th
An application for absentee ballots for the April 5, 2021 election is available at wgpc.org/ministries/
advocacy-team/voting-information. Applications for absentee ballots must be received by 5:00pm on
March 24th at the St. Louis County Board of Elections.
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