WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 21, 2021
9:30 a.m.
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually
and as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“Here in this Place”
(music at the end of the bulletin)

Grundy

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

CALL TO WORSHIP

Deb Grossman, Liturgist

God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world,
but that the world might be made whole through him.
God’s love endures forever.
God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though the waters roar and foam;
though we disappoint God with the brokenness of our lives.
God’s love endures forever.
Thanks be to God!
OPENING HYMN

"Jesus, Be With Us"
David Gambrell/arr. Philip Morgan
(music at the end of the bulletin)

CALL TO CONFESSION
Are you thirsty for grace? Are you hungry for mercy?
God is calling; come to the waters.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Psalm 51

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
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For I know my offenses,

and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak
and right in your judgment.

Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

O LORD, open my lips,
and my mouth shall declare your praise.
For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

3

God of mercy, you know us better than we know ourselves, and still

you love us. Wash us from all our sins, create in us clean hearts, and
strengthen us by your Holy Spirit that we may proclaim your praise;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Hear the good news!
Hope does not disappoint us,
For God’s love has been poured into our heats
through the Holy Spirit given to us in baptism.
Believe this good news and give thanks:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE “Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling”
Words for reflection:

arr. Robert Hobby

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me
"Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"
Why should be tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me?
"Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"
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O for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Thought we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me.
"Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"
~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Deb Grossman, Liturgist

God of mercy,
you promised never to break your covenant with us.
Amid all the changing words of our generation,
speak your eternal word that does not change.
Then may we respond to your gracious promises
with faithful and obedient lives;
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.

SERMON

Rev. Susan Andrews

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
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~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
God of all kindness,
you gave us Jesus
because you loved the world so much
and we are grateful.

We pray for the peace of the world.
Move among us by your Spirit,
break down barriers
of fear, suspicion, and hatred.
Heal the human family of its divisions
and unite it in the bonds of justice and peace.

We pray for our country.
Enrich our common life;

strengthen the forces of truth and goodness;
teach us to share prosperity,
that those whose are struggling
may pass from need and despair
to dignity and joy.

We pray for those who suffer.
Surround them with your love,
support them with your strength,
console them with your comfort,
and give them hope
and courage beyond themselves
especially we pray for...
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Dependable, lovely God

we pray for ourselves.
Keep us true to the gospel
and send us to be your presence in the world.
We pray in the power and the promise of your living spirit. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
Present yourselves as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God.
OFFERTORY

“The Lord is Kind and Merciful”

Jeanne Cotter

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Astounding God,

when we ask, you answer our need.
When we knock, you open the door of your heart.
When we seek, you find us and change us.
Thank you for your generosity and grace.
Now receive these gifts of our lives.
And turn them into grace for your world.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

"Just As I Am"
(music at the end of the bulletin)

arr. Sally Anne Morris

CHARGE
Go out into the world in peace.
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind;
and love your neighbor as yourself. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless and keep you
in your going out
and your coming in
from this time on
and forevermore. Amen.
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POSTLUDE

“Jesus Be With Us”
Worship Band

David Gambrell/arr. Philip Morgan

As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on
how you have met God here today, and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits.

Worship Notes

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012
Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018

Those Who Serve Today
Ushers: Marilee Campbell, Freda Cook, Deb Grossman, Carrie Rao, Bryce Rawers
Liturgists: Deb Grossman
Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Josh Zumwinkel

Ministry Staff
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings
Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell
Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland
Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas
Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
Senior Staff Assistant: open
Educational Ministries Assistant,
Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers
Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan
45 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119

efc@wgpc.org
hmd@wgpc.org
sra@wgpc.org
jdrtsn@gmail.com
spp@wgpc.org
pdc@wgpc.org
bok@wgpc.org
tar@wgpc.org
jls@wgpc.org
jlk@wgpc.org

chb@wgpc.org
(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

www.wgpc.org
314-962-9210
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March 21, 2021 Announcements
WGPC Tech Team Forming
The WGPC broadcast of our worship service has become an important part of church evangelism.
"Evangelism" comes from the Greek word evangelion and means "good news". Thus "evangelism"
simply means sharing the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We share the good news
through our broadcasts and our broadcasts have allowed us to connect with members and nonmembers all over the country and in other continents. They also will continue to be a great option for
Sunday morning worship.
We are looking for people interested in joining this new Tech Team to help with broadcasts of
Sunday worship, weddings, concerts, funerals, etc. No knowledge necessary. Just an interest in
learning our new video and audio technology. Seventh grade through retired folks are welcome. If
you have questions about what this entails before you decide contact Pastor Ed at efz@wgpc.org.

One Great Hour of Sharing
During Lent our church collects the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering, which is a special collection
of the PC(USA). This is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together each year to help
people around the world. Your compassionate gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing will be used to
provide relief to those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and assist in the
empowerment of the poor and oppressed. Envelopes can be found in the pew pockets for your
contributions, or you can contribute online at wgpc.org/give by clicking on the "Give" button and
selecting PCUSA Special Offering with "OGHS" in the memo.

Lamenting Toward Hope - A Biblical Journey
Sunday mornings, February 21 - March 28, 10:45am on Zoom
This six-week adult education series, facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews, will define the power of
lament, and engage participants in a dialogue with scripture and the current landscape of our lives.
March 21st - Lamenting with God
All are welcome, even if you haven’t previously register. Register at wgpc.org/get-involved or email
Susan Andrews at sra@wgpc.org with questions. The Zoom link is provided at the bottom of the
Friday Flash
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Nursery Volunteers Needed
Important news from the Faith Formation Commission and the Reopening Task Force! Soon we
would like to be able to offer nursery care for children under 3 during worship services, but in order
to do that we need a patient, dependable, loving group of volunteers to hold those babies and
toddlers! If you have any interest in this important mission, please contact Carrie Rao by email at
gopackers4@mac.com or at 314-856-5118 for more information. We are developing a protocol for
the nursery in order to minimize everyone’s risk of illness, and all volunteers will be required to
complete Safe Sanctuary training (online). Come on out and play with us!

Join Us for Friday Night Black Lives Matter Vigils
Since last summer following the death of George Floyd under the knee of former Officer Derek
Chauvin, members of our congregation have participated in Black Lives Matter vigils on Friday
nights from 6-6:30 along with members of our sister churches along Lockwood. With the worst of the
cold behind us and the longer evenings ahead, we invite all members to join us in these vigils. The
trial of Derek Chauvin began this week and all eyes are on the trial and its outcome.

Holy Week at WGPC
Register to attend in-person worship services at wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links

PALM SUNDAY, March 28 - 9:30am
Worship and Music in a Great Place - Stonehenge Brass
Registration to attend in-person opens March 23rd, or view online at wgpc.org/online-worship
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 1 - 7:00pm, Zoom
Zoom Communion Service (Zoom link is listed in the Friday Flash)
Gather your elements of Communion and join Pastor Ed and Pastor Hannah in worship.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2
A Journey through the Passion Story of Christ including the Faure Requiem with members of the
Chancel Choir and members of St. Louis Metro Singers. View this pre-recorded service online at
wgpc.org/online-worship beginning Friday morning.
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4
8:00am Outdoor "sometime after sunrise" Service
Join us on the parking lot for this brief outdoor service, rain or shine!, to delight in the Resurrection
morning with the sacrament of communion. Registration opens March 30th. Bring your own chair!
9:30am Worship in the Sanctuary
Gather with us in person (registration opens March 30th) or online as we celebrate the resurrection
in music, Word, and the sacrament of communion.
11:00am Family Easter Craft
Families of all kinds are welcome to join us outside the Lockwood doors to make household Paschal
candles for the Easter season! Please wear a mask (everyone 3+) and plan to social distance. If
possible, let Pastor Hannah know if you plan to attend at hmd@wgpc.org
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