WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 14, 2021
9:30 a.m.

OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually
and as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“Choral Dorien”
Shawn Portell, organ

Jehan Alain

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

CALL TO WORSHIP

Brian Tobin, Liturgist

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim:
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
In our sickness and sorrow, God cradles us and cares for us;
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Tell of God’s deeds with songs of thanksgiving and joy!
Let us worship God.
OPENING HYMN #734

"Hope of the World"
(music at the end of the bulletin)

DONNE SECOURS

CALL TO CONFESSION
We come before God not as despised sinners,
but as beloved children.
With the confidence of children of God,
let us humbly confess what we have done
and what we have left undone
in harm of God, self, and neighbor.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious and loving God,
you are the builder of bridges
but too often we are the ones fixing great chasms.
You are the breaker of chains
but too often we are the ones enslaving your creation.
You formed us,
loved us,

sent us prophets to call us back to you;
and still we forget your promises,
ignore your invitation
and turn from your way.
Soften our hearts,
forgive our mistakes,
and insist on our company
so that we will be bold enough
to risk and live for you.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
There is no wall so high God cannot tear it down,
no chasm so deep God cannot cross it,
no bond so tight God cannot break it.
And there is not a single person,
no matter our failures or mistakes,
beyond God’s mercy and love.
There is nowhere we can go that God will not search for us,
there is nothing we can do that will cause God to abandon us,
and God will stop at nothing to free us-even from death.
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Friends, hear and believe the good news:

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE
HYMN #415
“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”
(music at the end of the bulletin)

RESTORATION

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Brian Tobin, Liturgist

Loving God, fountain of every blessing,
open us to your life-giving word,
and fill us with your Holy Spirit
so that living water may flow through our hearts—
a spring of hope for a thirsty world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus said to the disciples,
‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs
would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out,
“Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember
that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil

things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.
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Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might

want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” He said,
“Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that he
may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied,
“They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, “If
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone
rises from the dead.” ‘

SERMON

Rev. Hannah Zyla

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~
OFFERING INVITATION
God has told us what is good;
and what does the Lord require?
To do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with our God.
Let us present ourselves to God
as those who have been delivered from death to life.
OFFERTORY

“Poor Man Lazrus”
Chancel Choir
Poor man Lazrus sick and disabled,
Dip your finger in the water, come and, cool my tongue,
'cause I'm tormented in the flame.
He had to eat crumbs from the rich man's table,
Dip your finger in the water, come and, cool my tongue,
'cause I'm tormented in the flame.
I'm tormented in the flame, I'm tormented in the flame.
Dip your finger in the water, come and, cool my tongue,
'cause I'm tormented in the flame.

arr. Jester Hairston
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~SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION~

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!
People will come from north and south
and from east and west
to sit at table in the kingdom of God.

According to Luke,
when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,
he took the bread,
blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him.

This is the Lord’s Table.

Our Savior invites those who trust him
to share the feast that he has prepared.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, creator of the universe,
with joy we praise you and give you thanks.
You brought light from darkness
and drew land from the sea.
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You made us in your image

to live with one another in love.
You promised yourself in covenant with us,
you told us your purpose in your law,
and called for justice through the prophets.
Through long generations you have been faithful to your people.

Therefore we join our voices with all those who sing your praise.

We praise you, most holy God,
for the gift of your Son, Jesus.
He told your story, healed the sick, and welcomed the stranger.
Obeying you, he took up his cross and died that we might live.
Rising from the dead, he overcame death,
the firstborn of the new creation.

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we break bread and share one cup,
giving thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ
and offering ourselves to live for him
in joy and grateful praise.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them the body and blood of Christ
that we may be his body for the world.
By your Spirit make us one with him and one another;
send us out to live for others, as Christ lived for us;
and keep us faithful until we feast with him in glory.
All thanks and praise to you, O triune God,
now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
When Jesus was at table with his disciples
he took bread, blessed and broke it,

and gave it to them, saying: Take, eat.
Whenever you do this, remember me.
In the same way he took and poured the cup,
saying: Take and drink.
Whenever you do this, remember me.
Now, whenever we eat and drink at this table,
we celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection until he comes again.

COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life.
As we have been served, help us to serve our neighbors.
As we have been fed, help us to feed all who are hungry.
As we have been loved, help us to love the world—

because in Christ Jesus you have loved us. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

"Heaven Shall Not Wait"
(music at the end of the bulletin)

John L. Bell/Graham Maule

CHARGE
Live a life worthy of your calling,
giving glory to God in all things. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of peace,
who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus,
make you complete in everything good
so that you may do God’s will,
working among us that which is pleasing in God’s sight,
through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever and ever! Amen.

POSTLUDE

A Lenten Carol - “Now Quit Your Care”
Shawn Portell, organ

Alfred Fedak

Worship Notes

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012
Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018
Original bulletin art by Carina Dickie for WGPC

Those Who Serve Today
Ushers: Debbie Miali, Carrie Rao, Doug Stanley, Betsy Wacker, Dennis Wacker
Liturgists: Brian Tobin
Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Josh Zumwinkel
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Ministry Staff
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings
Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell
Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland
Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas
Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
Senior Staff Assistant: open
Educational Ministries Assistant,
Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers
Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan
45 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119

efc@wgpc.org
hmd@wgpc.org
sra@wgpc.org
jdrtsn@gmail.com
spp@wgpc.org
pdc@wgpc.org
bok@wgpc.org
tar@wgpc.org
jls@wgpc.org
jlk@wgpc.org

chb@wgpc.org
(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

www.wgpc.org
314-962-9210
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March 14, 2021 Announcements
Lamenting Toward Hope - A Biblical Journey
Sunday mornings, February 21 - March 28, 10:45am on Zoom
This six-week adult education series, facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews, will define the power of
lament, and engage participants in a dialogue with scripture and the current landscape of our lives.
March 14th - Lamenting for Shalom
All are welcome, even if you haven’t previously register. Register at wgpc.org/get-involved or email
Susan Andrews at sra@wgpc.org with questions. The Zoom link is provided at the bottom of the
Friday Flash

Education Hour
Sunday, March 14th, 11:30am - see Friday Flash for Zoom link
Plan to join the Advocacy Team for the Education Hour featuring Denise Lieberman, General
Counsel of the Missouri Voter Protection Coalition. Denise will speak with us about HR1, the For the
People Act, a proposal designed to expand voting rights, change campaign finance laws to reduce
the influence of money in politics, limit partisan gerrymandering, and create new ethics rules for
federal officeholders. In March, the bill should be moving from the House to the Senate and Denise
will let us know how passage of the bill would impact elections in Missouri. Denise will also address
several voting related bills currently moving through the Missouri legislature.
(Note the later hour to allow for a special Lenten series at 10:45)

Food Collection for the Webster Groves School District
Drive-Thru Donation Sunday, March 14th, 12”00-2:00pm - Hale Entrance
During the month of March, we are collecting food for students in the Webster Groves School
District. The district now has a food pantry to help families dealing with food insecurity, so these
items will support their pantry. Items needed include:
•

Apple sauce/canned fruit

•

Fruit cups

•

Oatmeal

•

Canned ravioli/pasta

•

Granola bars

•

•

Canned tuna

•

Peanut butter/jelly

Pasta/pasta sauce (no
glass jars)

•

Cereal

•

Juice

•

Popcorn

•

Crackers

•

Macaroni and cheese

Items can be placed inside the bin in the Hale entryway, March 1-31. We will also have a drive-thru
collection Sunday, March 14th, 12:00-2:00 outside of the Hale Entrance.
Financial donations to our food pantry fund are always appreciated and will be used to purchase
additional food for our supported food pantries. Simply make a donation to the church, either online
at wgpc.org/give or by check, and indicate "Food Pantry Fund" in the memo.
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Nursery Volunteers Needed
Important news from the Faith Formation Commission and the Reopening Task Force! Soon we
would like to be able to offer nursery care for children under 3 during worship services, but in order
to do that we need a patient, dependable, loving group of volunteers to hold those babies and
toddlers! If you have any interest in this important mission, please contact Carrie Rao by email at
gopackers4@mac.com or at 314-856-5118 for more information. We are developing a protocol for
the nursery in order to minimize everyone’s risk of illness, and all volunteers will be required to
complete Safe Sanctuary training (online). Come on out and play with us!

SLIP Volunteers Needed
Would you like to help high school students served by our Meyer grant partner the St. Louis
Internship Program (SLIP)? They are currently seeking professional volunteers to assist with their
mock interview sessions via Zoom on Saturday, April 24, 2021, and registration for volunteers
needs to be done by Monday, March 15th.
Their students are seeking one of SLIP’s paid summer internships for summer 2021 and their ability
to interview successfully is critical to securing one of these internships. Volunteers will join with a
team of people to interview 5-7 students and then give feedback following the interviews. All of the
questions and evaluative criteria are provided by SLIP. Volunteers are needed from 10:00am1:00pm, and you can sign up at http://bit.ly/SLIPVolunteerInterviewers.

Seed Sharing at WGPC
All are welcome to join in a new project to benefit pollinators – a seed sharing initiative at WGPC!
Starting this week there will be a box inside of the Hale Entrance with packets of pollinator-friendly
native plant seeds, collected and shared by members of the Environmental Stewardship Committee.
If you have a spot in your garden for some new native plants then stop by and pick up some seeds
to get started! Later this spring look for annual milkweed seeds to support the beloved Monarch
butterfly. If you are a gardener who saves seeds and has some to share, contact Beth Kazlauskas at
bok@wgpc.org for details!

Join Us for Friday Night Black Lives Matter Vigils
Since last summer following the death of George Floyd under the knee of former Officer Derek
Chauvin, members of our congregation have participated in Black Lives Matter vigils on Friday
nights from 6-6:30 along with members of our sister churches along Lockwood. With the worst of the
cold behind us and the longer evenings ahead, we invite all members to join us in these vigils. The
trial of Derek Chauvin began this week and all eyes are on the trial and its outcome.
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Thank you!
Thank you so much to all who contributed to our hygiene collection for the New American Academy
students. We had an incredible response and were able to deliver two cars filled to the brim with
soap, shampoo, period supplies, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant and much more. These
supplies will help students who are new immigrants, and they will also be able to share the items
with their families. Principal Kelly Moore was so grateful for our support and said that we have no
idea how much it helps their students to have the items, and also to know that others in the
community are supporting them.
When COVID allows for in person volunteering we would like to find more ways to connect with
these new members of our community. Thank you for helping them to feel seen! We also loved the
opportunity to see many of you as you dropped off your donations, so we hope more people will take
advantage of our drive-thru collections to get a little bit of “socially distanced in-person” contact in
the future!

Bee Knowledgeable
Did you know that you can help support Missouri’s native bees? Mowing less frequently or mowing
higher helps bees by letting the clover, violets and other plants grow. By not mulching every inch of
soil you allow access to the ground for those bees that nest in the soil.
Missouri Department of Conservation, MDC Urges Public to “Bee-Friend” Native Pollinators, Jill Pritchard, Apr 22, 2019.

Order your Easter Flowers
It's time to order beautiful hydrangeas and lilies for Easter Sunday, April 4th! The deacons will be providing
hydrangeas to at home members. Orders can be placed for the sanctuary or at home members. Simply
indicate in the memo field your flower preference of "lily" or "hydrangea" and whether your purchase is for the
"sanctuary" or "home".
Orders may be placed online at wgpc.org/give (click the blue Give button, then choose the drop down for
Flowers) or by calling the church 314-962-9210. Cost is $10 each. Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, March
28th.

Flowers purchased for the sanctuary may be brought home or picked up after Easter Sunday's service.
Contact Jamie Scott at mjscott81012@gmail.com with any questions.
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Paying Per Capita
As members of the Presbyterian Church, we understand "polity," the form of government that unites
us across our own presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy and to the Office of General Assembly. But who
is responsible to pay for the services of the larger church which keeps us connected and working
together for the greater good? The answer is each and every member of the Presbyterian Church
USA. "In a connected church such as ours, per capita is the responsible way of sharing costs that
equitably belong to the whole Presbyterian community," former Stated Clerk Gradye Parsons said.
The annual contribution of $32.00 per member is the primary source to fund the work of the
Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery that serves the churches in its care, the national Office of General
Assembly that brings us together to discern the Spirit's leading, the Office of Stated Clerk that
provides leadership for Presbyterians nationwide and the Presbyterian Mission Agency that
oversees the work of the Presbyterian church for others here and around the world.
If every member contributes to the per capita fund, WGPC would reduce its operating cost by over
$21,120 and that would allow more funds to do God's work here.
Your donation helps keep us connected for the good of the whole body, here and around the world.
It is a pledge we make as Presbyterians to the greater church.
Go to https://wgpc.org/give/paying-per-capita to give.

Join us in a Lenten Journey - The Path from Lament to Hope
Prayer Stations - Now Open!
We invite you to visit the church building once, weekly or daily to engage in outdoor Lenten prayer
stations. The three prayer stations, located in front of the church, will be open Ash Wednesday
through Holy Week. The Memorial Garden will also be open for quiet contemplation and prayer.
Each station is child-friendly. If you prefer to experience these at home, you may find them at
wgpc.org/lent-prayer-stations.
Holy Week Worship Services:
Palm Sunday, March 28th, 9:30am
Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 7:00pm - Zoom
Good Friday, April 2nd, 7:00pm - Online only
Faure Requiem - visit wgpc.org/ministries/music-ministries for details
Easter Sunday, April 4th, 9:30am
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