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As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 
Gathering for God’s Word 

 

PRELUDE  “Let Us Shout for Joy” Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
     Chancel Choir/Worship Band 
 
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 

🕈🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP Laura Putnam 
 L: Come into God’s presence with thanksgiving! 
 P: Let us sing to the rock of our salvation. 
 L: Even in the deserts of our lives, 
 P: God is among us. 
 L: Come, let us worship and bow down; 
 P: Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
 

🕈🕈 OPENING HYMN  “Come Thou Fount, Come Thou King”  Traditional/Robinson/Miller 
 

Come Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace 
Streams of mercy never ceasing 
Call for songs of loudest praise 

Teach me some melodious sonnet 
Sung by flaming tongues above 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
Mount of thy redeeming love 

 

Continued >> 
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I was lost in utter darkness 
'Til you came and rescued me 

I was bound by all my sin when 
Your love came and set me free 

Now my soul can sing a new song 
Now my heart has found a home 

Now your grace is always with me 
And I'll never be alone 

 

Chorus 
Come Thou Fount come Thou King 

Come Thou precious Prince of Peace 
Hear your bride to you we sing 

Come Thou Fount of our blessing 
Come Thou Fount come thou King 

Come thou precious Prince of Peace 
Hear your bride to you we sing 

Come Thou Fount of our blessing 
 

O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be 

Let thy goodness like a fetter 
Bind my wand'ring heart to thee 

Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 

Here's my heart Lord take and seal it 
Seal it for thy courts above (chorus) 

 

🕈🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION  Matt Miller 

 

 L: God does not wait for us to be righteous, or pure, or perfect. 
  Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 
  We do not have to hide our sin from God, but can face it with Jesus, 
  who heals us, teaches us, and leads us to new life. 
 

🕈🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 L: Let us pray: 
 P: Jesus, friend of all, 
  once again, we come to you knowing our words have stung, 
  our actions have harmed,  
  and our indifference has let evil have its day.   
  Our hearts yearn for you, our souls thirst for you, 
  yet we do not imitate you in our lives.  Continued >> 
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 P: We scorn those who are different from us, 
  and relish our own comfort. 
  Once again, forgive us, O God. 
  Give us your living water, 
  that we might tell the world 
  all you have done for us. 
 

🕈🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

 L: We know that God is with us even in our sufferings, 
  for suffering produces endurance, 
  endurance produces character, 
  character produces hope, 
 P: and hope does not disappoint us, 
  because God’s love has been poured into our hearts. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 

🕈🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   
 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
 P: And also with you. 
 

🕈🕈 RESPONSE  #603 “Lamb of God” AGNUS DEI (Vasile)  
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Proclaiming God’s Word 
 

SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION   Caleb Howell  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Laura Putnam (lectern) 
 L: Let us pray: 
  Living God,  
  through the reading of the Scriptures 
  and by the power of your Spirit, 
  may we hear for ourselves the good news, 
  and believe, because of your Word, 
  that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. Amen. 
  

SCRIPTURE READING John 4:5-42 Pew Bible pgs. 94-95 
        
 

5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his 
sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  
 

15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The 
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 
husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.”  21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 
these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to 
you.”  Continued >> 
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27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her 
water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on 
their way to him. 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said 
to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will 
of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes 
the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you 
to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their 
labor.”  
 

39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to 
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
L: The word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON    Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
    

Responding to God’s Word 
 

Ordination and Installation of Officers 
 

Constance Wagner and Caleb Howell 
 
STATEMENT OF ORDINATION   
 L: We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism, 
  and marked as Christ’s own by the Holy Spirit. 
 

  This is our common calling, 
  to be disciples of Jesus Christ 
  and servants of our servant Lord. 
 

  Within the community of the church, 
  some are called to particular service 
  as deacons, as ruling elders, 
  and as ministers of Word and Sacrament.  Continued>> 
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 L: Ordination is Christ’s gift to the church, 
  assuring that his ministry continues among us. 
  Through ordination, God provides 
  for acts of care and compassion in the world, 
  for the ordering and governance of the church, 
  and for the preaching of the word 
  and celebration of the sacraments. 
 

Clerk of Session says:  Carrie Rao, Clerk of Session   
 L: Representing the one holy catholic and apostolic church, 
  the session of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 
  now ordains Constance Wagner to ministry as deacons, 
  and ordains Caleb Howell to ministry as ruling elders, 
  and installs them to active service in this congregation. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH   
The candidates and worship leaders gather at the baptismal font, which shall contain water. 
The moderator addresses all present: 
 

 L: As God calls some to particular forms of ministry, 
  God calls us all to bear gladly the yoke of Christ 
  given in the covenant of Baptism. 
 

  Let us, therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows, 
  renouncing all that opposes God and God’s rule 
  and affirming the faith of the holy catholic church. 
 

The moderator addresses Constance and Caleb: 
 L: Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, 
  do you turn from the ways of sin 
  and renounce evil and its power in the world?  
 C: I do.  
 

 L: Do you turn to Jesus Christ 
  and accept him as your Lord, and Savior, 
  trusting in his grace and love?  
 C: I do. 
 

 L: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, 
  obeying his Word and showing his love? 
 C: I will, with God’s help. 
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 L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
 

  Do you believe in God the Father? 
 P: I believe in God, the Father almighty,   
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 P: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 L: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 P: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  for the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS   
The moderator addresses the candidates for ordination and installation: 
 

 L: Constance and Caleb   
  in baptism, you were claimed by the love of God,  
  clothed in the grace of Jesus Christ, 
  and anointed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit  
  to share Christ’s mission in the world. 
  Now you are called by God through the voice of the church  
  for new service and ministry in Jesus’ name.   
  

  In accordance with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
  show your commitment to this calling by responding to these questions: 
 

  Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior,  
  acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church,  
  and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? I do. 
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 L: Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit,  
  the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, 
  and God’s Word to you? I do. 
 

  Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith 
  as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions 
  of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, 
  and will you be instructed and led by those confessions  
  as you lead the people of God? I do and I will. 
 

  Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, 
  and be continually guided by our Confessions? I will. 
 

  Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? 
  Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry,  
  working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? I will. 
   

  Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ,  
  love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? I will. 
 

  Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? I do. 
 

  Will you pray for and seek to serve the people 
  with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? I will. 
 

For Constance: 
 L: Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern,  
  and directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need, 
  and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? I will. 
 

For Caleb: 
 L: Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, 
  providing for their worship, nurture, and service?  
  Will you share in government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, 
  and in your ministry will you try to show  
  the love and justice of Jesus Christ? I will. 
  
 L: Do we, the members of the church, 
  accept these disciples of Christ as ruling elders and deacons, 
  chosen by God through the voice of this congregation  
  to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.   Continued >> 
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 L: Do we agree to pray for them,  
  to encourage them, 
  to respect their decisions,  
  and to follow as they guide us,  
  serving Jesus Christ,  
  who alone is Head of the Church? We do. 
 
PRAYER OF ORDINATION   
 

 L: Let us pray: 
  Gracious and eternal God, 
  with joy we give you thanks and praise. 
 

  Throughout the ages and in every place 
  you have chosen servants from among your people  
  to point the way to salvation by your grace.    
 

  We are grateful for ancestors in the faith  
  who followed without fear, 
  placing their trust in you alone—  
  and for these, your disciples, who this day 
  hear your call and follow you. 
   

  Above all, we praise you for Jesus Christ,  
  who came not to be served, but to serve,  
  and to give his life to set others free. 
 

  Anointed by your Holy Spirit, 
  he proclaimed your reign on earth,  
  revealing your saving love  
  in all he said and did. 
 
At the Ordination and/or Installation of Deacons and/or Ruling Elders 
 

 L: Give these disciples a spirit of truthfulness 
  that they may show the compassion of Christ  
  in the actions of daily living 
  and rightly govern your people.  Amen. 
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DECLARATION OF ORDINATION 
 

 For Deacons and/or Ruling Elders 
 L: Constance and Caleb   
  I declare you are deacons and ruling elders,  
  ordained to ministries of service and governance  
  in the church of Jesus Christ 
  and for this congregation.   
  Congratulations!  You may be seated. 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION     Give A Meal A Month, Greta Buck  
 

OFFERING INVITATION  Laura Putnam 
 L: The one who sows sparingly 
  will also reap sparingly; 
  the one who sows bountifully 
  will also reap bountifully. 
 

OFFERING   (For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made 
     by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right) 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “As Water to the Thirsty” K. Lee Scott 
     Chancel Choir 
 
     Text for reflection: 
 

As water to the thirsty, as beauty to the eyes, 
as strength that follows weakness, as truth instead of lies, 

as song-time and springtime and summertime to be, 
so is my Lord, my living Lord, so is my Lord to me. 

 

Like calm in place of clamor, like peace that follows pain, 
like meeting after parting, like sunshine after rain, 

like moonlight and starlight and sunlight on the sea, 
so is my Lord, my living Lord, so is my Lord to me. 

 

As sleep that follows fever, as gold instead of grey, 
as freedom after bondage, as sunrise to the day, 

as home to the traveler and all we long to see, 
so is my Lord, my living Lord, so is my Lord to me. 

 

 
  



11 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  
 L: Jesus said: I am the bread of life. 
  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
  and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  
 L: The Lord be with you.  
 P: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts.  
 P:We lift them to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 L: Holy God, 
  you alone are holy, 
  you alone are God. 
  The universe declares your praise: 
  beyond the stars; 
  beneath the sea; 
  within each cell; 
  with every breath. 
 P: We praise you, O God. 
 

 L: Generations bless your faithfulness: 
  through the water; 
  by night and day; 
  across the wilderness; 
  out of exile; 
  into the future. 
 P: We bless you, O God.  
 

 L: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
  at the heart of human life; 
  near to those who suffer; 
 

  (JOYS AND CONCERNS)  
 

  beside the sinner; 
  among the poor; 
  with us now.  
 P: We thank you, O God. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTON   
 L: We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest 
  Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, 
  he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. 
  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

  In the same way he took the cup, saying:   
  This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 
  shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Whenever you drink it, 
  do this in remembrance of me. 
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM  “Wonderous Love” Farlee 
     Shawn Portell, organ 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER   
 L: Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life. 
  As we have been served, help us to serve our neighbors. 
  As we have been fed, help us to feed all who are hungry. 
  As we have been loved, help us to love the world— 
  because in Christ Jesus you have loved us. Amen. 
 
    

Sending 
🕈🕈 CLOSING HYMN “Send Us Flowering Water” Joe Mattingly 
 

Sing at the hand motion of the cantor 
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🕈🕈 CHARGE              
 L: Live a life worthy of your calling,  
  giving glory to God in all things.  Thanks be to God. 
 

🕈🕈 BLESSING   
 L: May the God of peace  
  make you holy in every way  
  and keep your whole being –  
  spirit, sound and body –  
  free from every fault  
  at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “O Blessed Spring” Robert Farlee 
    Shawn Portell, organ 
  

  

 

About the Lenten Liturgical Art  
 

As we begin our Lenten journey we are reminded of the personal suffering and global 
disasters surrounding us. As we think about ministering to these needs, we are 
reminded that God knows our suffering. What better time than Lent to reflect upon our 
own hardships and the hardships of others in light of Christ’s work on the cross? 
 
We think back to the Garden of Eden and God’s beautiful and perfect creation. We 
think of humanity’s disobedience, which brought down God’s wrath: “Cursed is the 
ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It 
will produce thorns and thistles for you and you will eat the plants of the field” (Gen. 
3:17-18).  
 
In the fullness of time, those thorns, symbolizing our sinfulness and the hardships of 
our lives, would be woven into a crown worn by God’s Son so that we might receive the 
crown of glory through salvation.  The realization of salvation is revealed on Easter 
Sunday when the thorns begin to flower and bloom with new life, new growth that 
sustains us through the thorns of our journey. 
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Welcome to WGPC 
 

• FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.   
• CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP: The nursery (designed for children from 

newborn through three) is open from 8:30-11:45 a.m. But if you need to step out of the Sanctuary, the 
new Gathering Spot (formerly the front office) will be open with a comfy place to relax with toys, books, 
coffee, and a live-stream of the worship service.   

• COMMUNION: Everyone is invited to participate in Communion including children and the unbaptized. 
• ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of our 

ushers will be happy to assist you. 
• WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor or know someone who might be interested in WGPC, please pick 

up a red welcome bag at our  Welcome Station in the main hallway or at the church entrances.

Those Who Serve Today 

Liturgist: Laura Putnam 
Greeters: Marilee and Craig Campbell 
Ushers: Donna Bellows, Vicki Lane, Bill Schwartz, 
 and Allan Scott 
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob  
 Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Joey Stokes,   
 and Dennis Wacker 
Nursery Caregivers: Tammy Graning 
Flower Deliverers: Jennifer Blumenkemper and 
 Laurie Goodfellow 
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter 
 

The Chancel Flowers 
The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of God 
and in memory of loved ones, the gift of Tom and 
Linda Nelson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and 
video recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and 
YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 
Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  
 
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are 
provided by: Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 
© 2012; Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the 
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 2 © 
2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of Common 
Worship © 2018

  

Ministry Staff   
314-962-9210 

 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III (ext. 3201), 
 efz@wgpc.org  
 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan  
 Andrews (c) 914-815-6507, sra@wgpc.org 
 

Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett  
 (c) 703-587-5003, jamespoinsett@gmail.com  
 

Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings (ext. 3203), 
 jdrtsn@gmail.com 
 

Student Pastor: Matt Miller (c) 314-591-5838, 
 Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell  
 (ext. 3211), spp@wgpc.org  
 

Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas (ext. 3208), 
 bok@wgpc.org  
 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  
 (ext. 3206), jls@wgpc.org  
 

Director of Welcome and Involvement:  
 Michelle Lepak (ext. 3102), mml@wgpc.org 
 

Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  
 (ext. 3203), jlk@wgpc.org  
 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer  
 (ext. 3202), baf@wgpc.org   

 Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh  
  (ext. 3210),  bag@wgpc.org 
  

 Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek 
  (ext. 3204), mks@wgpc.org  

 

Educational Ministries/Digital Communications: 
 Cherstin Byers (ext. 3205), chb@wgpc.org  
 

Nursery Caretaker: Anna Stokes 
 

Custodians: (ext. 3212) 
 Pete Brennan (Supervisor) pjb@wgpc.org
 Pierre Campbell 
 Ken Kastner  
 

 
 
  
 

file://LOCKWOOD/Users/baf/7-7-21%20BACKUP%20START%20HERE/7-18%20Bulletin/wgpc.org
mailto:efz@wgpc.org
mailto:sra@wgpc.org
mailto:jamespoinsett@gmail.com
mailto:jdrtsn@gmail.com
mailto:Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
mailto:spp@wgpc.org
mailto:bok@wgpc.org
mailto:jls@wgpc.org
mailto:mml@wgpc.org
mailto:jlk@wgpc.org
mailto:baf@wgpc.org
mailto:bag@wgpc.org
mailto:mks@wgpc.org
mailto:chb@wgpc.org
mailto:pjb@wgpc.org
mailto:pjb@wgpc.org


15 
 
 

March 12, 2023 Announcements 
 

 

Time to Order Easter Flowers 
Deadline: Palm Sunday, April 2 
Easter Sunday is April 9, and it’s time to order beautiful 
hydrangeas and tulips to help decorate the Sanctuary. 

Flowers are $10 each and may be given in 
honor or memory of someone.  To place your 
order, use the link in the Friday Flash or go 
to wgpc.org, click on GIVE, enter the amount, 
and choose “Flowers” from the drop-down 
menu.  If given on behalf of others, please 
enter  “honor” or “memory” and the name/s 

in the memo field.  Deadline is April 2. Flowers may be  
picked up on Easter Sunday after Worship.  Questions?  
Contact Jamie Scott at mjscott81012@gmail.com. 

 

 

March 5 Was Truly a Celebration! 

 WGPC was full and alive on March 5 as we celebrated 
Our Faith, Our Friends, and Our Future.  Our thanks to 
the many people who made Celebration Sunday such a 
success.  It began with a moving worship service, 
thanks to Pastor Ed and Shawn Portell, that set the 
tone for our morning together.  For the after-worship 
progressive brunch and festivities – complete with an 
amazing map – our thanks go to our March 5 Planning 
Committee:  Lynne Binder, Greta Buck, Ava 
Demko, Brenda Dribin,  Jessica Gatewood, 
Harriet Hall, Michelle Lepak, Jan Phillips, 
Julia Ringkamp, and Carolyn Strand.  We give 
thanks for their combined talents and experience that 
resulted in a very special morning.  Many greeters and 
volunteers extended the gift of hospitality, and the 
church staff was there helping bring it all to life.  Our 
sincerest thanks to them.  Of course,  what really makes 
a great celebration is the friendliness of all those who 
attended!  Thanks to everyone for this memorable 
morning! The celebration continues with our small 
groups that begin on March 14.  Hope to see you there! 

 

We Want to Celebrate Babies and 
Milestone Birthdays! 

WGPC is returning to our tradition of celebrating new 
babies, and we want to acknowledge the births we 
missed during the pandemic! If a baby joined your 
family during the pandemic or if you are welcoming a 
new baby in the future, please let us know! We’d also 
like to hear if you or someone you know will be 
celebrating a 90th, 95th, or 100th "milestone birthday.” 
Contact Michelle Lepak at mml@wgpc.org with info. 

WORSHIP 

Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023 
26th Season, Upcoming Events 

  
  

 Patrick Rafferty 
 classical guitar 

 

 

 Sunday, March 19  
 9:30 a.m. Worship  

 
    Patrick Rafferty, an 
    active professional 
    guitarist, offers solo 
    and ensemble 
concerts, guitar lessons, and event bookings 
throughout the Midwest. His solo playing features 
not only the works of the traditional guitar repertoire 
but also a wide variety of popular and world musical 
styles.  As a performer, Patrick has won several 
competitions and, in 2011, he became only the third 
guitarist in over 60 years to win a top prize in the 
Artist Presentation Society Auditions in St. Louis. 
Patrick has also been a first prize winner in the 
Southeast Missouri State University Concerto 
Competition in 2004 and in the Missouri Music 
Teachers Association in 2003. In 2021, Patrick was 
selected as a Featured Artist by the Missouri Arts 
Council. 

Lenten Worship Dates 
April 2: Palm Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
April 6:  Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:00 p.m. 
April 7:  Good Friday Worship, 7:00 p.m. 
April 9:  Easter Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

Fun activities were enjoyed by all on Celebration Sunday. 

mailto:mjscott81012@gmail.com
mailto:mml@wgpc.org
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“WGPC Celebrates” Continues with 
Three Small-Group Discussions 

Tuesdays, March 14 and 28 and April 11, 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m. at WGPC 
Sign up deadline for all sessions is today, March 12 
Our celebration will continue with three interactive 
discussion sessions this spring.  Each will be 45-60 
minutes long which will leave the balance of the time to 
enjoy a famous St. Louis dessert. The discussion will 
include a selected scripture passage, time for sharing, 
and a prayer.  Each week will focus on one of our three 
celebration themes:  Our Faith, Our Friendships, and 
Our Future.  In each discussion, participants will be 
asked to reflect on their experiences  over the past 
three years and how those experiences are shaping 
their feelings about the future. Join us as we deepen 
our connections!  Register for a session by using the 
sign-up sheets outside Fellowship Hall or sign-up 
today online at wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/.  

  
Attention Women and Men Golfers! 

We're hoping to form a WGPC spring/summer golf 
league, playing once or twice a month. If you're 
interested, please email your answers to these brief 
questions to Mary Junck at Mary.Junck@lee.net.  

• Would you prefer 9 or 18 holes? 
• What day of the week works best? 
• Thoughts on time of day? 
• Any other comments/suggestions? 

It’s Girl Scout Cookie Time! 

Today after Worship, in Fellowship Hall 
If you like Girl Scout Cookies, representatives from  
Troop 2189 will be happy to help you. 
 

Increased Need for Give-A-Meal-A-Month 

Throughout Lent, we are lifting up our Give-A-Meal-A-
Month (GAMAM) program as a way to support our 
neighbors.  At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits were increased to help families affected by the 
crisis. Recently those additional benefits ended, 
significantly reducing SNAP benefits at a time when 
inflation and food costs have increased.  All food 
donations to GAMAM are delivered  to Webster-Rock 
Hill Ministries, and all financial donations are sent to 
Isaiah 58 to allow them to purchase additional food.   
To help, purchase a bag of food (for March – canned 
chili, canned lite fruit cocktail, cornbread mix, graham 
crackers, cooking oil, and optional feminine hygiene 
products ) and drop it off in the Mission Hub.  Financial 
donations can be made to GAMAM on the church 
website or by check with Food Pantry noted on the 
memo line. 
 

Environmental Stewardship’s  
March Focus: Planting Trees 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden 
of Eden to work it and take care of it. Genesis 2:15 
It’s spring! Time to plant, especially trees! Not only do 
they provide greenery and beauty, they help air quality. 
Trees help combat air pollution by acting as nature’s air 
purifiers; they filter and cool the air through natural 
mechanisms. Trees provide oxygen to breathe and help 
decrease carbon emissions, two things we need to slow 
climate change. Need ideas for what to plant? Our own 
Missouri Botanical Garden and Missouri Department 
of Conservation can provide ideas.  Visit them at 
missouribotanicalgarden.org and mdc.mo.gov. Thsee  

 
Help Students Learn Interviewing Skills 

Saturday, April 22, 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.,  
at St. Louis University 
Volunteer sign-up deadline: Monday, March 20 
Would you like to help high school students served by 
our mission partner St. Louis Internship Program 
(SLIP)? They are currently seeking professional 
volunteers to assist with in-person mock interview 
sessions.  Volunteers will join with a team to interview 
students who are hoping to secure a paid summer 
internship and give feedback following the interviews. 
All of the questions and evaluative criteria are provided 
by SLIP. Interested volunteers should register by 
March 20 using the link found in the Friday Flash.   
 

Join Us for the 2023 Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, April 29, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Mercy Center (registration ends Friday, March 17) 
All women of WGPC and their guests are encouraged 
to attend the 2023 Women’s Retreat where we will 
learn more about the Enneagram, a tool used to gain 
greater understanding of yourself and others which 
many have found helpful in their spiritual journey.  The 
session will be led by Brian Kuhn, MA, LPC,  of Care 
and Counseling, who is well known to our faith 
community.  Cost is $37.50 per person which includes 
lunch and breakout snacks. Financial assistance will be 
available, if needed (contact Rev. Susan Andrews at 
sra@wgpc.org).  Mercy Conference and Retreat Center 
is located at 2039 North Geyer Road. To sign up, visit    
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links by March 17.  For 
questions and information, contact Deb Grossman at 
grossmandeborah5@gmail.com. 
 
 

MISSION FAITH FORMATION 

https://wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/
mailto:Mary.Junck@lee.net
http://missouribotanicalgarden.org/
http://mdc.mo.gov/
mailto:sra@wgpc.org
http://wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links
mailto:grossmandeborah5@gmail.com
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SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION 
 
 

See the Friday Flash for the current Zoom 
link for Sunday Adult Education classes. 

 

Coffee & Conversation with the Lectionary 
Sundays, 8:30-9:15 a.m. in the Parlor and by Zoom 
Participants will consider Biblical texts used in the 
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the 
people and issues involved. Leaders: Jeff Buck, Deb 
Grossman, and Pete Putnam. 

 
Unbound and Set Free: Embracing 
New Life in Christ (Lenten Series) 

Jesus said to them: 
“Unbind him and let him go.” (John 11:44) 

When Jesus learns that his friend Lazarus has died, he 
travels to Bethany to be with Mary and Martha. After 
weeping with them, he goes to the sealed tomb. And 
after the stone is rolled away, he speaks words of life to 
Lazarus – and then turns to all those gathered around. 
He orders the crowd to “unbind him and let him go.” 
With these words, Jesus speaks to us – inviting us to 
turn to him, to trust in him, to feel ourselves unbound 
from all that holds us back, and to move forward into 
new life. Our Lenten Faith Formation will include 
Biblical study, small group conversations, and 
suggestions for spiritual disciplines to help us grow in 
faith and life. 
 

Unbound from Sin to Forgiveness 
Today, March 12, 10:40 a.m. in the Parlor and by 
Zoom 
Psalm 51; John 8: 1-11. Led by Rev. Susan Andrews, 
Theologian in Residence. 
 

Unbound from Divisiveness to Shalom 
Sunday, March 19, 10:40 a.m. in the Parlor and by 
Zoom 
Psalm 62; Ephesians 2:11-22; John 14:27; Matthew 
22:1-14. Led by Jeff Buck, Chair of WGPC Adult Faith 
Formation Team. 

Unbound from Anxiety to Faith 
Sunday, March 26, 10:40 a.m. in the Parlor and by 
Zoom 
Mark 4:35-41; Luke 12:22-34. Led by Rev. Dale Kuhn, 
former Director of Care and Counseling. 

 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 
Sunday School 

Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210 
Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for “Follow 
Me,” a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and 
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each class also 
features music that prepares the children to sing in 
worship services throughout the year. 
 

Celtics and Agape 
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge 
• Celtics, (6th through 8th grade), 4:00-5:30 p.m.  
• Agape (9th through 12th grade), 5:00-7:30 p.m. 

  

Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in Jesus 
Christ, Celtics and Agape ministries provide safe space 
for spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and fun 
while developing friendships. From 5:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
each week, all youth come together to break bread with 
a meal provided by church members.  Interested in 
providing a meal? You can sign up at wgpc.org/get-
involved/sign-up-links. 

 
OPPORTUNITIES DURING THE WEEK 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesday,  March 21,  7:00-8:00 a.m., in the Parlor 
and by Zoom  
Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn.  For more information, 
contact Frank Bloemke at ekmeolb@gmail.com.   

 

Disciples’ Bible Study 
Thursday Mornings, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
and by Zoom 
This lively and interactive group will explore the  
Gospel of Matthew. Facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews. 

 

Wednesday Evening Book Study 
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the 
Parlor and by Zoom 
Discussion of An Altar in the World: A Geography of 
Faith written by  Barbara Brown Taylor. Discussion 
led by Deb Grossman. Contact Rev. Susan Andrews at 
sra@wgpc.org for more information.

FAITH FORMATION THIS WEEK  
(see full details that follow) 

Sunday Wednesday 
 

Coffee and Conversation   
8:30 a.m. 
 

Unbound from Sin to 
Forgiveness 
10:40 a.m. 
 
Celtics 
4:00 p.m. 
 

Agape  
5:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday Evening 
Book Study 
7:00 p.m.   

Thursday 
 

Disciples’ Bible 
Study  
10:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

Lenten Faith Formation Series 
 

March 12: Unbound from Sin to Forgiveness 
March 19: Unbound from Divisiveness to Shalom 
March 26: Unbound from Anxiety to Faith 
April 2: Unbound from Despair to Hope 
 
 

 

 

mailto:ekmeolb@gmail.com
mailto:sra@wgpc.org


 
 

 
 

 

 
 


