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WEBSTER GROVES 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

June 27, 2021 

9:30 a.m. 
 

OUR MISSION 

We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people, and joyfully serve God. 
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Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great 

crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 

~ Gathering for God’s Word ~ 
 

PRELUDE  “Here in this Place” Christopher Grundy 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Laura Putnam 

 L: Small as a mustard seed and lofty as a cedar: 

 P:  The kingdom of God is growing.   

 L: While we sleep and rise night and day: 

 P:  The kingdom of God is growing.  

 L:  The low are brought high; the high are brought low: 

 P:  The kingdom of God is growing, 

  its large branches are home to all kinds of people! 
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OPENING HYMN:   “Welcome” Laurie Zelman/Mark Miller 

      

CALL TO CONFESSION     

 L: Let us confess our sins to God, 

  for God is faithful and loves us eternally. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 P: Holy God, the parable of the mustard seed  

  teaches us that a little faith can produce great work  

  in your kingdom.   

  Yet we are too timid to bear the fruit of  

  your righteousness,  

  for we walk by sight and not by faith.   

  Forgive us, Lord;  

  we do not uphold the poor or the oppressed.   

  We do not advocate for the powerless of the voiceless. 

  We do not sacrifice ourselves for the needs of  

  our neighbors.  

  Renew us with the love of Christ,  

  so that we live no longer for ourselves,  

  but for Christ who became the seed of your righteousness in us.  Amen 
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RESPONSE:   “Kyrie” Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

    Worship Band 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 L: This is the good news:  

  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  

  everything old has passed away: see, everything  

  has become new! 

  Praise be to God for the mercy and grace  

  that forgives our sins. 

 P: Alleluia! Amen! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 P: And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE:  “Gloria” Christopher Grundy 

    Worship Band  

      

 

~ Proclaiming God’s Word ~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Laura Putnam 

 L: Loving God, your Word has the power to restore our lives.  

  Open our hearts to the presence of your Spirit,  

  for you are mighty to save.   

 P: Amen. 

 

  



 

5 
 

SCRIPTURE READING   Psalm 104:1-4, 10-24   Laura Putnam 

    

 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

O LORD my God, you are very great. 

You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
2 wrapped in light as with a garment. 

You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 
3 you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, 

you make the clouds your chariot, 

you ride on the wings of the wind, 
4 you make the winds your messengers, 

 fire and flame your ministers. 
 

10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

they flow between the hills, 
11 giving drink to every wild animal; 

the wild asses quench their thirst. 
12 By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; 

they sing among the branches. 
13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

 
14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 

and plants for people to use, 

to bring forth food from the earth, 
15 and wine to gladden the human heart, 

oil to make the face shine, 

and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, 

 the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 
17 In them the birds build their nests; 

the stork has its home in the fir trees. 
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18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; 

the rocks are a refuge for the coneys. 
19 You have made the moon to mark the seasons; 

the sun knows its time for setting. 
20 You make darkness, and it is night, 

when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 
21 The young lions roar for their prey, 

seeking their food from God. 
 

22 When the sun rises, they withdraw 

and lie down in their dens. 
23 People go out to their work 

 and to their labor until the evening. 

 
24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! 

In wisdom you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 
   

 

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 4:26-32 Rev. Hannah Zyla 

 
26 He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 

does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the 

full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 

because the harvest has come.’ 

 

 30 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we  

 use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of  

 all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all  

shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 

shade.’ 

 

 

SERMON    Rev. Hannah Zyla 
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HYMN:   “God of Wonders” Byrd/Hindalong 

      

  



 

8 
 

    ~ Responding to God’s Word ~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

[A time of silence follows each petition.] 

 L: Lord, our God,  

    who created all things 

    and promises us an eternal realm, 

    hear our prayers of intercession, spoken and unspoken. 

 

   We pray for peace. 

    [silence] 

    Eternal God, you sent us a Savior, Jesus Christ, 

    to break down the walls of hostility that divide us. 

    Send peace to the places where greed, pride, and anger 

    turn nation against nation, race against race, church against church. 

     

    We pray for the leaders of the church and the nations. 

    [silence] 

   Mighty God, sovereign over all, 

    give the leaders of the church and the leaders of nations 

  the vision of your kingdom, that they may lead us with  

justice and goodwill. 

     

    We pray for the earth, God’s creation. 

    [silence] 

  God of creation, you made all things in your  

wisdom and love. 

    Grant us all a reverence for the earth 

  that we may use its resources rightly in the  

  service of others 

    and to your honor and glory. 

 

    We pray for those who are in pain in body and mind. 

    [silence] 

    Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. 

    Look with compassion on those who are sick. 

    Stand with those who sorrow. 

    Show them hope by your Word; 

    bring healing as a sign of your grace. 
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    Let us pray for friends and families. 

    [silence] 

    God of love, 

    bless us and those we love, our friends and families, 

    so that by drawing close to you we may be drawn closer  

    to each other. 

    All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, 

    who died for us and rose for us, 

    who reminds us of your saving grace.  

  P: Amen. 

  

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 L: God has provided us with all that we need. 

  It is our privilege to give back to God. 

  Let us return a portion of what God has so  

  freely given us. 

  Let us now humbly bring our gifts to the Lord. 

 

OFFERTORY  “In the Garden” arr. Joel Raney 

Shawn Portell, piano 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Laura Putnam 

 L: Bless, O God, the gifts that we bring this day,   

  that they may be a sign of our commitment  

  to your kingdom  

  and a pledge of our love for you and your world. 

  Multiply the work done by our time, treasures, and talents,  

  that your presence and compassion may be known  

  in all the earth.   

 P: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts,  
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  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

    ~ Sending ~ 

 

CHARGE 

 L: Sleep and rise  

  night and day  

  and keep alert  

  to the kingdom of God  

  all around. 

 

INVITATION TO THE LIFE OF FAITH 

 

POSTLUDE  “God of Wonders” Byrd/Hindalong 

    Worship Band 

 

As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you 

have met God here today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 

 

BLESSING 

 L: May the blessing of God, who creates, redeems, and restores,  

  be with you now and always. 
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Worship Notes 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for 

Year B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018 

 

Those Who Serve Today 
Ushers: Marilee Campbell, Deb Grossman, Debbie Miali, Sudie Schickedanz 

Liturgists: Laura Putnam 

Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Josh Zumwinkel  

 

Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into the homes of those who are unable to worship 

with us in person, each of our worship services is live-streamed and video recorded for viewing on our 

website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 

Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  

 

Ministry Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III  efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla  hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlauskas  bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer  baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries Asst, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: Pete Brennan (Supervisor), Pierre Campbell, Ken Kastner 314-962-9210 x3212 

  

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 

45 West Lockwood Avenue 

www.wgpc.org 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 

314-962-9210 

  

wgpc.org
www.wgpc.org
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June 27, 2021 Announcements 

 

Join us today for a Creation Carnival! 

Games! Scavenger Hunt! Pickleball! And the KONA ICE TRUCK! 

Join your entire church family any time from 10:30 a.m. until noon for an all-ages 

party celebrating and learning about God’s amazing world!   

 

Housing Initiative Discussion on Wednesday, July 7 

At 7:00 p.m. on July 7, join Webster Groves City Councilmember and WGPC member Laura Arnold at 

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church for a discussion of local housing initiatives, including recent 

zoning changes (Proposition 1 and more) and efforts to develop a Community Land Trust in Webster 

Groves. The presentation will take place in person in the sanctuary and will also be available via live 

streaming at wgpc.org/housing. Before the July 7 presentation, you can also view educational 

materials about Prop 1 and watch an introductory video about the Community Land Trust at 

wgpc.org/housing.  Please note that while Laura will answer questions about Proposition 1, she is 

prohibited from advocating for or against its passage.  

 

Walk with Lockwood Churches in support of Voting and Democracy 

in the July 4th Webster Groves Parade 

Join our fellow churches on Lockwood and walk in the WG Fourth of July Parade this year!  The 

churches participating are Emmanuel Episcopal, Christ Lutheran, Peace United Church of Christ, 

First Congregational Church and WG Presbyterian. Our group name is Churches Together for Justice 

and our theme is "Lift Every Voice and Vote” because if we all can’t vote, there can be no justice in our 

democracy.  We will be handing out Missouri voter information, voter registration cards, info on the 

For the People Act, “Don’t Forget to Vote” wristbands, candy for the kids, etc.   If you are interested in 

being added to the list of walkers, please go wcgp.org/get-involved/sign-up-links.  You will be sent a 

list of instructions along with the meeting place and time closer to the event.  Please contact Julie 

Burchett at burchett.juliekay@gmail.com if you have further questions. 

 

WGPC Gentle Yoga 

Thursdays in August, 10:00-10:45 a.m. 

Marlene McCarthy, a Yoga Alliance certified yoga teacher and grandmother to Charlie, Nora, and 

Teddy Ringkamp, will be offering a Gentle Yoga class on Thursday mornings in August from  

10-10:45am.  All are welcome! Marlene says, “I offer yoga classes to quiet your mind, strengthen your 

body, and renew your spirit. Yoga is a holistic approach to a healthy life – physical, mental, and 

spiritual.  I will offer a 45-minute gentle yoga class for four weeks this August and will adapt the poses 

based on your needs.  I look forward to our time together.” 

 

  

mailto:burchett.juliekay@gmail.com
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Part-Time Teacher’s Aide Needed 

The Webster Groves Presbyterian Church ECC is looking for a part-time teacher’s aide in the Little 

Learners classroom (ages 1-3). Hours are Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to noon.  No experience 

necessary but must love kids!  If interested, please reach out to Amanda at 917-312-7075 or 

ecc@wgpc.org. 

 

Environmental Stewardship Wants You to Know About Composting! 

Are you interested in the idea of composting but don’t have a place to put your food 

scraps or have a receptacle outdoors to store it?  There are two companies in St. Louis 

that serve the area with weekly and bi-weekly residential composting services (prices 

vary). Check out the websites below and read about this easy way to turn food waste 

into nutrient rich soil.  By keeping valuable scraps out of landfills and offsetting carbon emissions, the 

finished compost serves as the foundation for healthy food production and improves our 

environment.  We hope you’ll check it out and sign up.    

Perennial City:  https://compost.perennial.city  

New Earth Farm: https://compoststl.com 

 

Masks in Worship 

On Tuesday, June 1, the session-appointed Re-opening Task Force assessed the practice of wearing 

masks in Sunday morning worship. They determined that "In accordance with the new CDC 

guidelines and the much lower incidence of COVID-19 cases in St. Louis County, masks are 

encouraged, but will no longer be required for fully vaccinated individuals to attend worship." As a 

loving church community, we still ask those who are not fully vaccinated to wear a mask to protect 

those around you. Please remember, the vaccine for children is not yet available and we do not want 

to possibly expose them to the virus by those not vaccinated. Also, people who are 

immunocompromised could be at risk from those who are not fully vaccinated.  Certain health 

treatments, diseases, or conditions can cause one to be immunocompromised (for example, cancer 

treatments like chemotherapy or radiation).  So those who are not fully vaccinated are asked to 

continue wearing a mask per CDC guidelines. 
 

Be aware that you will continue to see people wearing masks. Some of our members are not yet 

comfortable without a mask, some want to take extra precautions for themselves or those they care 

for, and some may opt to wear them when flu season returns. So, masks won't disappear. 
 

Masked or unmasked, we are all children of God negotiating through a difficult and complex time 

with no perfect solutions. Nevertheless, we are in a much better place than a year ago, and our service 

to God has been steadfast thanks to the cooperation of all of you!  

 

Peace and good health!   

Pastor Ed  

mailto:ecc@wgpc.org

