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OUR MISSION 
We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people and joyfully serve God. 
 

 
 
 



           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

OPENING PRAYER                

 O God, light of the hearts that know you, 

 life of the souls that love you, 

 strength of the thoughts that seek you: 

 to turn from you is to fall, 

 to turn to you is to rise, 

 and to abide in you is to stand fast forever. 

 Although we are unworthy to approach you, 

 or to ask anything of you, 

 grant us your grace and blessing 

 for the sake of Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen. 

 

SONG      “Coronation March”              Kris Rizzotto
      Shawn Portell, organ 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

  

 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 

 yet we are justified by the gift of God’s grace 

 through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

 Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.  

     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

  

 Merciful God, we fill our lives 

 with comfort and convenience, 

 distractions that consume our energy and time. 



 We chase after wealth and power 

 as if they satisfy the hunger in our souls. 

 But you beckon us toward new life, 

 a life made rich through Sabbath and service. 

 Free us from the yokes that bind us 

 and draw us near to you, 

 until we learn to walk with Christ. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

  

 Because we were buried with Christ in these waters, 

 we are also raised to life with him. 

 Believe the gospel! 

 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST             

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”         NETTLETON 

      (music included at end of bulletin) 

 

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
  
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, 

 and prepare  our hearts to accept your word. 

 Silence in us any voice but your own, 

 that, hearing, we may also obey your will; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

   

 

 



OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67          Pew Bible, pg.  

 
34

So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 
35

The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he 

has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female 

slaves, camels and donkeys. 
36

And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when 

she was old; and he has given him all that he has. 
37

My master made me swear, saying, 

‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I 

live; 
38

but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’  

 
42

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you 

will only make successful the way I am going! 
43

I am standing here by the spring of water; let 

the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water 

from your jar to drink,” 
44

and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” 

—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ 
45

“Before I had 

finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her 

shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me 

drink.’ 
46

She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water 

your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 
47

Then I asked her, ‘Whose 

daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to 

him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 
48

Then I bowed my head 

and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led 

me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 
49

Now then, if 

you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn 

either to the right hand or to the left.”  

 
58

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I 

will.” 
59

So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant 

and his men. 
60

And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become 

thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” 
61

Then 

Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the serv-

ant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
62

Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was 

settled in the Negeb. 
63

Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he 

saw camels coming. 
64

And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quick-

ly from the camel, 
65

and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field 

to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered her-



self. 
66

And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 
67

Then Isaac brought her in-

to his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So 

Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON               Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 God of life, 

 we come to you from many places: 

 some hearts overflow with joy and gratitude, 

 others are barely hanging on to hope and faith. 

 For some this is an ordinary morning; 

 for others, every step feels fragile. 

 Holy One, meet us where we are and bind us to each other, 

 that in the community of your love we might discover our wholeness. 

 We name before you now the concerns of our hearts. 
  
 

 God of every beginning, 

 we pray for your children: 

 for infants harbored in their mothers’ wombs, 

 for children exploring the world and testing their imaginations, 

 for youth discovering their own integrity. 

 We pray for children who cannot take safety and comfort for granted. 

 God of life, we pray for your children all over the world. 
  
 
 God of all creation, 

 enlarge the circles of our concern. 

 Teach us to care for brothers and sisters 

 whose names we cannot say: 



 those whose challenges are daunting, 

 though their needs are like our own. 

 Teach us to care for the earth on  

 whose gift we depend. 

 Holy God, we pray for your world 

 as we call on the name of your Son. 
  
 And all God’s children said Amen. 

 

OFFERING INVITATION               

 When Rebekah’s family asked 

 whether she would yield her life to God’s purposes, 

 she answered, “I will.” 

 Every day each of us is challenged by that same question. 

 May the offerings we now bring symbolize our yielding. 

 

OFFERTORY   “Arise, My Love, and Come Away”   Mark Hayes 

      Jeff Ballard, solo 

 

    Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

    Arise, my love, so beautiful, and come away. 

    For lo, the winter is past. The rain is over and gone. 

    The flowers appear on the earth. The time for singing has come! 

 

    The voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land. 

    The fig trees are bursting with buds and the promise of fruit. 

    The grapevines are fragrant with blossoms. How delicious they smell! 

    Spring is here and my heart is filled with love! 

 

    Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon you arm. 

    For love is as strong as death, and passion, fierce as the grave. 

    Many waters can-not quench love. 

    All the world’s riches can-not buy love. 

 

    Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

    Arise, my love, so beautiful, and come away. 

    For lo, the winter is past. The rain is over and gone. 

    The flowers appear on the earth. The time for singing has come! 

 

 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 Gracious Creator, 

 you have laced our lives with blessing. 

 As we present these offerings, we also tender our lives. 

 Make us your bold and faithful people, 

 willing to go forward in faith wherever you would lead us, 

 that we might be ca comfort in the world. 

 We pray in the name of Jesus, 

 by the gift of your empowering Spirit. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN     “When Love is Found”        O WALY WALY

     (music included at the end of bulletin) 

 

CHARGE 

 
 Be watchful, 

 stand firm in your faith, 

 be courageous and strong. 

 Let all that you do be done in love. Amen 

 

 

 

 

   



BENEDICTION 

 

 Go forth in the name of the Lord. 

 This is God’s charge: 

 to trust in Jesus Christ 

 and to love one another as he commanded. Amen 

 

POSTLUDE      “Fanfare”            William Mathias

      Shawn Portell, organ 

 

  

 

 

 



 



 


