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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE  

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                    Laura Putnam, Liturgist  

 The kingdoms of the world hold up what is grand and powerful. 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that grows into a  

 bush where the birds of the field can build their nests. 

 The kingdoms of the world so often value quick results. 

 The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman mixes 

 into the flour that cause the full measure to rise. 

 The kingdoms of this world want to hold on to possession and seek ever more. 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a buried treasure, a precious pearl— 

 something of such great value that we would sell everything in order 

 to gain it. 

 Holy God, we are easily caught up in the kingdoms of this world. But 

 this morning we come seeking the kingdom of heaven. 

 

HYMN    “You Are my Strength When I Am Weak”        JERNIGAN
              (Music and lyrics at the end of the bulletin) 
     You may remain seated. 
 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION            

 All of us have come to this place out of a 

 broken world that yearns for grace. And each brings 

 individual shortcomings and a need for redemption. 

 Let us first confess our sins together in the prayer 

 of confession.   
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 God, your kingdom confounds us. 

 You challenge our assumptions about  

 right living and stretch our understanding 

 of what holds greatest worth. 

 You reverse our expectations and reorder our priorities 

 until they reflect your vision for the well-being of all. 

 Your kingdom surprises us with grace upon grace. 

 But we cling to the values of this world,  which too 

 often places products over people, success over service, 

 and competition for resources over the common good. 

 Open us to new ways of living that embody your desire 

 for creation and contribute to the fullness of the Kingdom 

 of Heaven as Jesus taught us to see it. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves  

 and God with the awareness of our need and brokenness, 

 we are given the grace to grow, and the courage to continue 

 the journey. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

EXPRESSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST             

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE                         

    “The Spirit Helps Us” from A New Creation           Rene Clausen 

(Music and lyrics at the end of the bulletin) 
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~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                 Laura Putnam, Liturgist 
  
 Holy God, 

 Word made flesh, let us come to this word 

 open to being surprised. Silence our agendas; 

 Banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment. 

 Confound our expectations and penetrate the corners 

 of our hearts with this, your word. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE   Romans 8:26-39                      Pew Bible, pg. 158 

 
26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27

And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints ac-

cording to the will of God. 
28

We know that all things work together for good for those who 

love God, who are called according to his purpose. 

29
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30

And those whom he predestined 

he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he 

also glorified. 

31
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

32
He who 

did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 
33

Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justi-

fies. 
34

Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
35

Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? 
36

As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as 

sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. 
38

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE    Matthew 13:31-33; 44-52    Pew Bible, pg.14 

31
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; 
32

it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 

grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

make nests in its branches.” 
33

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 

yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leav-

ened.” 

44
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45

“Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 
46

on finding one pearl of great value, he 

went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 

was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 
48

when it was full, they drew it ashore, 

sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
49

So it will be at the end of the 

age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50

and throw them into 

the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51

“Have you under-

stood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 
52

And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who 

has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out 

of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                              John Hughes

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION          

     

OFFERING INVITATION               

 Gracious God, 

 we come to you as receivers of love, 

 as receivers of grace, as receivers of Christ Jesus. 

 Following your call, following Jesus, and following 
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 our grateful hearts, we offer our tithes and offerings 

 for the building of your kingdom. 

 

OFFERTORY     “Aria”                  Eugene Bozza

             Shawn Portell, organ 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION            Laura Putnam, Liturgist 
 
 Receive the gifts we offer, O God. 

 Receive the gift of our lives— 

 from the smallest to the largest. 

 Bless them all to the transforming work 

 of building your kingdom in the world. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER            Laura Putnam, Liturgist 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN                         “What is the World Like            NEW WORLD 

     (Music and lyrics at the end of the bulletin) 

 

CHARGE   

 
 Go out into the world in peace. 

 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

 with all your soul, with all your mind; 

 and love your neighbor as yourself. 
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BENEDICTION 

 May God the Father prepare your journey, 

 Jesus the Son guide your footsteps, 

 The Spirit of Life strengthen your body, 

 The Three in One watch over you, 

 on the road that leads you deeper into 

 the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

POSTLUDE     “He Is King”             Robert Powell 

           Shawn Portell, organ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Notes 

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

 

Book of Common Worship. (2016). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press. 

Call to Worship. (2018). Louisville: Office of Theology and Worship of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

Feasting On The Word. (2012). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press. 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 

 

Liturgist: Laura Putnam 
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You Are My Strength When I am Weak                JERNIGAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Spirit Helps Us” from A New Creation – Rene Clausen 

 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we know not how to pray. 

The Spirit pleads for us, with sighs too deep for words;  

And God, who searches us, knows the mind of the spirit. 

The spirit helps us in our weakness, for we know not how to pray. 

A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you. 

You shall be my people, and I shall be your God. 
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