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OUR MISSION 

We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people, and joyfully serve God. 
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Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great 

crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 
 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 

 

~ Gathering for God’s Word ~ 
 

PRELUDE Prelude on “Beecher” Alfred V. Fedak 

Shawn Portell, organ 
 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Laura Putnam 

 L:  It is good to give thanks to you, O God; 

 P: to sing praises to your name; 

 L: to declare your steadfast love in the morning 

 P: and your faithfulness by night. 

 L: For you, O Lord, have made me glad; 

 P:  at the works of your hands I sing for joy! 

 

 OPENING HYMN:  “It is Good to Sing Your Praises” BEECHER  

(see music in back of bulletin) 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION    

 L: We have been buried with Christ in baptism, 

  in order that we might be raised to new life with him. 

  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 P: Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 

  whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 

  and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: 

  Cleanse us from all our offenses, 

  and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 

  that with reverent and humble hearts 

  we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, 

  and finding in you our refuge and strength: 

  through Jesus Christ your Son. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 L: Hear the good news! 

  Those who trust in the Lord shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 

  It shall not fear when heat comes, 

  and in the year of drought it is not anxious. 

  So come to the water and remember your baptism. 

  Be thankful, and live as one who has been raised to new life. 

  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 P: Thanks be to God! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 P: And also with you. 

 

HYMN: #816       “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”    WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOT 

                                                 (see music in back of bulletin) 

  

 

~ Proclaiming God’s Word ~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Laura Putnam 

 L: Loving God, fountain of every blessing, 

  open us to your life-giving word, 

  and fill us with your Holy Spirit 

  so that living water may flow through our hearts-- 

  a spring of hope for a thirsty world; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 P: Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Ezekiel 17:22-24 Laura Putnam  

 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it 

out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a 

high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may 

produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; 

in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field 

shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the 

green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
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PSALM 92: “Lord, It is Good” Tony Alonso 

    

SERMON    Rev. Hannah Zyla 

 

HYMN: #79 “Light Dawns on a Weary World” TEMPLE OF PEACE 

    (music found in back of bulletin)   

 

 

~ Responding to God’s Word ~ 

 

(JOYS AND CONCERNS) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 L: Almighty God, who taught us to pray not only for ourselves  

   but for people everywhere, 

   hear us as we pray for others, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 Inspire the whole church with your power, unity, and peace.  

 Grant that all who trust you may obey your word, and live together in love. 

 Lead all nations in the way of justice and goodwill.  

  

 Direct those who govern, that they may rule fairly,  

maintain order, uphold those in need, and defend oppressed people; 

   that this world may claim your rule and know true peace. 

    

   Awaken all people to the danger we have inflicted upon the earth. 

   Implant in each a reverence for all you have made  

   that we may preserve the delicate balance of creation for all coming generations. 

    

   Give grace to all who proclaim the gospel 

   through word and sacrament and deeds of mercy,  

   that by their teaching and example they may reveal your love for all people. 
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 Comfort and relieve, O Lord,  

all who are in trouble . . .  

sorrow . . . 

   poverty . . .  

   sickness . . . 

   grief . . . 

   especially those known to us, 

 whom we name before you in silence . . .  

Heal them in body, mind, or circumstance,  

working in them, by your grace, 

   wonders beyond all they may dream or hope. 

   

   Bring to our remembrance 

   all those who, having served you on earth, now sing your praises eternally. 

 May their endurance give us courage and their faithfulness give us hope;  

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 L: God has told us what is good; 

  and what does the Lord require? 

  To do justice, love kindness, 

  and walk humbly with our God. 

 

OFFERTORY : “Meditation on Beecher” Matthew Corl 

    Shawn Portell, organ 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Laura Putnam 

 L:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

  Through your goodness 

  you have blessed us with gifts: 

  soil to root us, water to nourish us, and sunlight to draw us toward you. 
 

  Use us and our gifts  

  to root, nourish, and care for the world 

  with your love, 

  that all may be like trees planted by water. 

  In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts,  

  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen. 

~ Sending ~ 

 

CHARGE 

 

INVITATION TO THE LIFE OF FAITH  

 

HYMN/POSTLUDE: #80 “You Shall Go Out With Joy” THE TREES OF THE FIELD 

(see music in back of bulletin) 

     

As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you 

have met God here today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 

 

BLESSING 

 

 

Worship Notes 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for 

Year B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018 

 

Those Who Serve Today 
Ushers: Donna Bellows, Vicki Lane, Bill Schwartz, Allan Scott 

Liturgists: Laura Putnam 

Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Tom McNeely, Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker,  

Josh Zumwinkel 
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Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into the homes of those who are unable to worship 

with us in person, each of our worship services is live-streamed and video recorded for viewing on our 

website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 

Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  

 

Ministry Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III  efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla  hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlauskas  bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer  baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries Asst, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: Pete Brennan (Supervisor), Pierre Campbell, Ken Kastner 314-962-9210 x3212 

  

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 

45 West Lockwood Avenue 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 

314-962-9210 

www.wgpc.org 

 

  

file://///LOCKWOOD/Users/baf/7-7-21%20BACKUP%20START%20HERE/7-18%20Bulletin/wgpc.org
file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/7-18%20Bulletin/www.wgpc.org
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It is Good to Sing Your Praises 
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July 25, 2021 Announcements 
 

Welcome St. Louis Metro Singers to Your New WGPC Home!   

Auditions to be held Saturday, August 7, 9:00 a.m. to noon,  

and Tuesday, August 17, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Metro Singers, a nonprofit, volunteer, civic chorus, is moving its offices to WGPC.  The group, 

which performs a varied repertoire in seasonal classical concerts, holiday concerts, and civic, social, 

church and community performances, is directed by WGPC’s Director 

of Music Ministry, Shawn Portell. Interested in auditioning?  Singers 

in all voice parts are needed. Just bring a selection of any type of music 

with you to one of the two upcoming auditions. Group members will 

rehearse weekly on Tuesday nights at WGPC from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

Recording of July 7 Presentation on Housing Available Online 

On July 7, Webster Groves Presbyterian Church hosted a presentation by Councilperson and church 

member Laura Arnold covering local housing issues and initiatives.  If you were not able to attend, you 

may watch the presentation and Q&A session at wgpc.org/housing. 

 

WGPC Gentle Yoga:  Thursdays in August, 10:00-10:45 a.m. 

Marlene McCarthy, a Yoga Alliance certified yoga teacher and grandmother to Charlie, Nora, and Teddy 

Ringkamp, will be offering a Gentle Yoga class on Thursday mornings in August from 10-10:45am.  All 

are welcome! Marlene says, “I offer yoga classes to quiet your mind, strengthen your 

body, and renew your spirit. Yoga is a holistic approach to a healthy life – physical, 

mental, and spiritual.  I will offer a 45-minute gentle yoga class for four weeks this 

August and will adapt the poses based on your needs.  I look forward to our time 

together.” 

 

Meatless Mondays Help the Hungry and the Environment 

This spring a group of members met to read and discuss The Story of More: How We Got to Climate 

Change and Where to Go from Here by Hope Jahren. We asked, “What can I change about my habits, 

consumption, and waste to help the earth?” Over the next few weeks we will share our thoughts in the 

Friday Flash with our first focus on meat production. Consider that “a full 30 percent of the fresh water 

used by humans on planet Earth is spent in the production, maintenance, and slaughter of meat 

animals. More than sixty billion bushels of grain – mostly corn, soybeans, and wheat – are fed to meat  

animals every single year. If the entire OECD (Organisation for Economic  

Co-operation and Development countries) adopted just one meatless day per week, 

an extra 120 million tons of grain would be available to feed the hungry this very 

year.” We encourage all to try to eat meatless at least once a week, starting with 

Meatless Monday. For more information and recipes, visit 

wgpc.org/ministries/environmental-stewardship. 

 

file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/11-25%20bulletin%20START%20HERE/wgpc.org/housing
http://wgpc.org/ministries/environmental-stewardship
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Part-Time Teacher’s Aide Needed 

The Webster Groves Presbyterian Church ECC is looking for a part-time teacher’s 

aide in the Little Learners classroom (ages 1-3). Hours are Monday and Wednesday, 

9 a.m. to noon.  No experience necessary but must love kids!  If interested, please 

reach out to Amanda at 917-312-7075 or ecc@wgpc.org. 

 

Masks in Worship 

On Tuesday, June 1, the session-appointed Re-opening Task Force assessed the practice of wearing 

masks in Sunday morning worship. They determined that "In accordance with the new CDC guidelines 

and the much lower incidence of COVID-19 cases in St. Louis County, masks are encouraged, but will 

no longer be required for fully vaccinated individuals to attend worship."  

As a loving church community, we still ask those who are not fully vaccinated to wear a mask to protect 

those around you. Please remember, the vaccine for children is not yet available, and we do not want to 

possibly expose them to the virus by those not vaccinated. Also, people who are immunocompromised 

could be at risk from those who are not fully vaccinated.  Certain health treatments, diseases, or 

conditions can cause one to be immunocompromised (for example, cancer treatments like 

chemotherapy).  So those who are not fully vaccinated are asked to continue wearing a mask per CDC 

guidelines. 
 

Be aware that you will continue to see people wearing masks. Some of our members are not yet 

comfortable without a mask, some want to take extra precautions for themselves or those they care for, 

and some may opt to wear them when flu season returns. So, masks won't disappear. 
 

Masked or unmasked, we are all children of God negotiating through a difficult and complex time with 

no perfect solutions. Nevertheless, we are in a much better place than a year ago, and our service to God 

has been steadfast thanks to the cooperation of all of you!  
 

Peace and good health!   

Pastor Ed  

 

mailto:ecc@wgpc.org

