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OUR MISSION 

We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people, and joyfully serve God. 
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Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great 

crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 
 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 

~ Gathering for God’s Word ~ 
 

PRELUDE  Prelude on “Lobe den Herren” Helmut Walcha 

    Emily Pearce, organ 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Nancy Wagner 
L: God calls us together to worship this morning. 

P: From our work and play within the world, God gathers us so that we may give 

thanks for creation’s goodness, for the strength to labor, for the wisdom to 

relax. 

L: From amidst our friends and family God brings us here to participate in a community of 

faith, Christ’s people, a new family. 

P: From everyday talk and chatter, God invites us to speak in truth from the 

depths of heart and mind, and to pray freely. 

L: Let us heed God’s call and rejoice in what God enables. 

P: Come let us worship together! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Merciful God,  

 you have prepared for us such good things as pass our understanding:  

 pour into our hearts such love for you that we,  

 loving you in all things and above all things,  

 may obtain your promises,  

 which exceed all that we can desire;  

 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

 who is alive and reigns with you,  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and forever.  

P: Amen. 
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 OPENING HYMN: #335 “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” LOBE DEN HERREN 

    (music found in back of the bulletin) 
      

 CALL TO CONFESSION     

L: We are the people of God, 

but Scripture reminds us that we still sin. 

We need to confess our failures, 

knowing that the Lord Jesus intercedes for us.  

God freely forgives us through his infinite goodness and mercy. 

So let us draw near to God with sincerity and confidence. 

 Let us now confess our sins before our God and one another. 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION      

P:  We know, eternal God, that you call us to lives of service and works of justice. 

Forgive us when we keep our lives just loud enough to drown out your call. 

Forgive us when we keep our days just busy enough to convince ourselves that 

we have a righteous cause. 

We know that you work for the healing of all that is broken in the world. 

Heal us, O Lord, of our blindness and fill us with your unfailing grace. 

Forgive us, O Lord, and free us to try again. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

L: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. God will not 

always accuse, nor harbor his anger forever; God does not treat us as our sins deserve or 

repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great 

is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed 

our transgressions from us. 

  Friends, we can believe the good news!  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

P: And also with you. 
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RESPONSE: #441 “Hear the Good News of Salvation” NETTLETON 
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~ Proclaiming God’s Word ~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Nancy Wagner  

L:  Holy God, 

 Word made flesh, let us come to this word open to being surprised.  

 Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment. 

 Confound our expectations and penetrate the corners of our hearts with this, your Word.  

P: Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 14-19  

    

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David and all the people 

with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is 

called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3 They carried the 

ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. 

Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4 with the ark of God;[b] and 

Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the house of Israel were dancing before 

the LORD with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets 

and cymbals. 
 

14 David danced before the LORD with all his might; David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So 

David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the 

sound of the trumpet. 
 

16 As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the 

window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in 

her heart. 
  

 17 They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had 

pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before 

the LORD. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-

being, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, 19 and distributed food among all 

the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a 

portion of meat,[a] and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A1-5%2C2+Samuel+6%3A12-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8162b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A1-5%2C2+Samuel+6%3A12-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8177a
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PSALM 24: # 364    “Lift Up the Gates Eternal”   GILU HAGACILIM 

 

SCRIPTURE READING    Mark 6:14-29     John Hughes 
 

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the 

baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason, these powers are at work in him.” 
15 But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”17 For 

Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account 

of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For John had been 

telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a 

grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, 

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he 

was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came when 

Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 

Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; 

and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he 

solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She 

went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the 

baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at 

once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of 

regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king 

sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the 

prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her 

mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 

tomb. 

 

SERMON  John Hughes 

 

HYMN: #374 “O Holy City, Seen of John” MORNING SONG 

   (music found in back of bulletin) 

   



7 
 

~ Responding to God’s Word ~ 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION Betsy Wacker  

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 L: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,  

  the world and those who live in it.   

  Let us now return to God the offerings  

  of our life and the gifts of the earth. 

  

OFFERTORY: “Take My Life and Let It Be” arr. Mark Hayes 

    Sylvia Stoll and Marissa Siemer, solo 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE: 

 

 L: Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  

 They will come from east and west and from north and south,  

 and sit at table in the kingdom of God.  

  According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,  

  he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  

  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.  

  This is the Lord’s table.  

  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast which he has prepared. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION     John Hughes 

 L: Divine Giver, all that we have is a gift from you, 

  and your grace is our sufficiency. 

  Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 

  that they may increase your blessing to others, 

  through the grace and mercy of Christ.  

 P: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you.  

P: And also with you.  

L: Lift up your hearts.  

P: We lift them to the Lord.  

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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L: It is right and our greatest joy  

 to give you thanks and praise,  

 eternal God, our creator.  

You have given us life, and second birth in your Spirit.  

 Once we were no people, but now we are your people.  

 You claimed Israel as your chosen nation  

 and raised up the church as a witness to the resurrection,  

 breathing into it your life and power.  

 From worlds apart, you gathered us together.  

 When we went astray, you welcomed us home.  

 Always your love has been steadfast.  

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven  

 and with all the faithful of every time and place, 

 who forever praise your name:  

 

 L: You are holy, O God of majesty,  

 and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

 In love with you,  

 and in compassion for all,  

 Jesus healed and taught, challenged and comforted,  

 welcomed and saved.  
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 He formed a community,  

 promising to be with disciples  

 wherever two or three were gathered,  

 and sending them on his mission 

 of hope and healing in the world.  
 

 (JOYS AND CONCERNS) 
 

 Jesus trusted his life to you, O God, 

 and went freely to his death,  

 so that the world might be set free from suffering and sin.  

 You raised him from death  

 and raise us also to live a new life with him.  

 In the power of the Holy Spirit,  

 you send us out to make disciples as he commanded.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 L:  Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us: 

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

L: We give thanks that the Lord Jesus; 

 on the night he was arrested, took bread,  

 and after giving thanks to God,  

 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take, eat.  

 This is my body, given for you.  

 When you do this remember me.  

            

 In the same way he took the cup, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,  
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 poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

 Whenever you drink it, do this remembering me. 

 

Remembering his death and resurrection, 

 and longing for his coming in glory, 

 we offer you these gifts of bread and wine 

 and our lives in thanks and praise. 

  

L: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 The body of Christ, given for you.  

 The blood of Christ, poured out for you.    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Loving God, we thank you 

 that you have fed us in this sacrament, 

 united us with Christ, 

 and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

 in your eternal realm. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

  



11 
 

~ Sending ~ 
CHARGE 

L: Go from this place praising God,  

 who sends us into the world to proclaim the gospel  

 and to work for justice and peace.  

 Give yourselves over to God’s gracious rule,  

 knowing that God can be trusted  

 to make all things work together for good,  

 now and forever. 

 

BENEDICTION 

L: The peace of God be in your heart. 

The grace of God be in your words. 

The work of God be in your hands. 

The joy of God be in your soul 

and in the song that your life sings. 

 Be it so today and in all your days to come. 

 

POSTLUDE  Postlude on “Nettleton” Al Travis 

    Emily Pearce, organ  

   

As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you 

have met God here today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 

 

 

Worship Notes 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for 

Year B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018 

Music sources: 

• "Praise Ye The Lord the Almighty" - Public Domain 

• "Hear the Good News of Salvation" - text:  English Metrical Version © 1989 Jane Parker 

Huber. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press .  Tune: Public 

Domain CCLI License 2588043 

• "Lift Up the Gates Eternal"  -  © 1986 Arlo D. Duba. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Text Ref. © 1967 Rev. Williard F. Jabusch. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 

97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission  CCLI License 2588043 

• "O Holy City, Seen of John"  Music Harm. © 1943, 1961, 1985 Church Pension Fund. All rights 

reserved.  Tune:  Public Domain.  Used by permission CCLI License 2588043 
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• #559 Holy, Holy, Holy; #560 Christ Has Died; #561 Amen (Harling) Music © 2004 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  One License #716888-A 

 

Those Who Serve Today 

Ushers:  Dan Egley, Mike Kearney, Denise Thomas 

Liturgist: Nancy Wagner 

Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Tom McNeely, Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker,  

 Josh Zumwinkel 

Chancel Flowers 
The Chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Elizabeth Lueder Karnes, 

Robert Lueder, and Joan and Alan Ramsay, the gift of the Cindy and Gregg Lueder family. 

 

Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into the homes of those who are unable to worship 

with us in person, each of our worship services is live-streamed and video recorded for viewing on our 

website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 

Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  

 

Ministry Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III  efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla  hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlauskas  bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer  baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries Asst, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: Pete Brennan (Supervisor), Pierre Campbell, Ken Kastner 314-962-9210 x3212 

  

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 

45 West Lockwood Avenue 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 

314-962-9210 

www.wgpc.org 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/wgpc.org
file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/www.wgpc.org
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July 11, 2021 Announcements 

 

July Film Club: “Goin’ Back to T-Town” 

Tuesday, Judy 13, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Join the Advocacy Team for the Advocacy Film Club discussion of PBS’s The American Experience film, 

“Goin’ Back to T-Town” about the 1921 Tulsa Race massacre. This horrific event wiped out a thriving 

Black community. While it took place 100 years ago, like much of United States history, it remained 

hidden and unremembered until recently. See the Friday Flash for the Zoom link to participate in 

Tuesday night’s discussion at 7:00 p.m. To read the recent New York Times Tom Hanks article, “You 

Should Learn the Truth About the Tulsa Race Massacre,” visit: wgpc.org/ministries/advocacy-team.  

Please note the film club’s new day of the week, based upon responses to the recent scheduling survey.  

 

Get Ready for our “Drive-Thru Donation Drive” 

next Sunday, July 18, 11:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

The Mission Commission will be outside the Hale Entrance on July 18 ready to accept the following: 

• School supplies for students in the Webster Groves School District (pencils, markers, colored 

pencils, two-pocket folders, scissors, wide-ruled spiral notebooks, glue sticks, erasers, pencil 

boxes, ear buds, and backpacks) 

• Give-A-Meal-A-Month food donations for Webster-Rock Hill Ministries (canned chicken, brown 

or white rice, canned black beans, canned corn, and canned pineapple)  

• Items you have been saving for our recycling bins (corks, thread/ribbon spools, buttons, wood 

scraps, cabinet/door knobs, batteries, and electric cords) 

If you are attending worship in person, you are also welcome to bring your items to worship and leave 

the school supplies on the collection table in the main hallway across from the library. Food donation 

and recycling cabinets are in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Every Drop Counts! Be a Donor at the Red Cross Blood Drive 

on Friday, July 23, 1:00-6:00 p.m. 

WGPC is hosting a blood drive for the Red Cross on July 23 in Fellowship Hall. Our goal is 

at least 20 units. We have 28 appointment slots available. Call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit 

RedCrossBlood.org and enter "WGPC" to schedule an appointment to donate.   

 

All are welcome to participate in Summer Choir  

on Sundays, July 25 and August 8 

All are welcome to participate in the Summer Choir. We will meet in the Choir Room at 

8:45 a.m. before the July 25 and August 8 worship service. Music is easily learned and 

often is familiar melodies and tunes that we all know. Contact Shawn Portell at 

spp@wgpc.org for more information. Please join us! 

  

https://wgpc.org/ministries/advocacy-
file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/redcrossblood.org
file://///LOCKWOOD/Users/baf/7-7-21%20BACKUP%20START%20HERE/July%2011%20Bulletin%20START%20HERE%20ON%20THUR/spp@wgpc.org%20
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Meatless Mondays Help the Hungry and the Environment 

This spring a group of members met to read and discuss The Story of More: How We Got to Climate 

Change and Where to Go from Here by Hope Jahren. We asked, “What can I change about my habits, 

consumption, and waste to help the earth?” Over the next few weeks we will share our thoughts in the 

Friday Flash with our first focus on meat production. Consider that “a full 30 percent of the fresh water 

used by humans on planet Earth is spent in the production, maintenance, and slaughter of meat 

animals. More than sixty billion bushels of grain – mostly corn, soybeans, and wheat – are fed to meat 

animals every single year. If the entire OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development countries) adopted just one meatless day per week, an extra 120 million tons of grain 

would be available to feed the hungry this very year.” We encourage all to try to eat meatless at least 

once a week, starting with Meatless Monday. For more information and recipes, visit 

wgpc.org/ministries/environmental-stewardship. 

 

Part-Time Teacher’s Aide Needed 

The Webster Groves Presbyterian Church ECC is looking for a part-time teacher’s aide in the Little 

Learners classroom (ages 1-3) on Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to noon.  No experience necessary 

but must love kids!  If interested, please reach out to Amanda at 917-312-7075 or ecc@wgpc.org. 

 

Masks in Worship 

On Tuesday, June 1, the session-appointed Re-opening Task Force assessed the practice of wearing 

masks in Sunday morning worship. They determined that "In accordance with the new CDC guidelines 

and the much lower incidence of COVID-19 cases in St. Louis County, masks are encouraged, but will 

no longer be required for fully vaccinated individuals to attend worship." As a loving church 

community, we still ask those who are not fully vaccinated to wear a mask to protect those around 

you. Please remember, the vaccine for children is not yet available, and we do not want to possibly 

expose them to the virus by those not vaccinated. Also, people who are immunocompromised could be 

at risk from those who are not fully vaccinated.  Certain health treatments, diseases, or conditions can 

cause one to be immunocompromised (for example, cancer treatments like chemotherapy).  So those 

who are not fully vaccinated are asked to continue wearing a mask per CDC guidelines. 
 

Be aware that you will continue to see people wearing masks. Some of our members are not yet 

comfortable without a mask, some want to take extra precautions for themselves or those they care for, 

and some may opt to wear them when flu season returns. So, masks won't disappear. 
 

Masked or unmasked, we are all children of God negotiating through a difficult and complex time with 

no perfect solutions. Nevertheless, we are in a much better place than a year ago, and our service to God 

has been steadfast thanks to the cooperation of all of you!  
 

Peace and good health!   
 

Pastor Ed  

http://wgpc.org/ministries/environmental-stewardship
mailto:ecc@wgpc.org

