WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service for the Lord’s Day
January 3, 2021
9:30 a.m.
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“Prelude sur l’Introit de l’Epiphanie
Shawn Portell, organ

Maurice Durufle

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE( Pulpit)
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of
witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Lectern)

, Liturgist

The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
Shine in our lives, Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us worship God.
HYMN

“Light Dawns on a Weary World”
(Music at the end of bulletin.)

arr. Ellingboe

CALL TO CONFESSION (Font)
(Pouring water into the font)
The gift of God’s grace is lavished upon uspoured out like waterthrough the life and death of the risen Lord.
Trusting in the love and goodness of God,
let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Lectern)
God our Savior, we confess
that we fail to live in your light.
Christ has come into the world,
and yet we do not know him.
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He has called us to be his own,

and yet we do not accept him.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Shape us by your Word of truth,
seal us with your Holy Spirit,
and let us live to show your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

(Lifting water from the font)
This is God’s promise,
the sign and seal of your redemption:
You have been called by God,
claimed in Christ,
set free through the Spirit.
Believe this good news:
In Jesus Christ you are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE #455

“Listen to the Word that God Has Spoken”

LISTEN
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~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

, Liturgist

Shine upon us, God of glory,
and by your Spirit reveal to us
the grace and truth of Jesus Christ,
your Word made flesh. Amen.
NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE

John 1:1-18

Pew Bible, pg. 91

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
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But to

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
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The law indeed was giv-

en through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God.
It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
SERMON (Pulpit)

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(A time of silence may be kept after each ellipsis)
Let us pray to the Lord, saying,
To you, O Lord, we pray: come and save your people.
Hope of the prophets, joy of the people,
source of all life and song of salvation,
to you, O Lord, we pray:
come and save your people.
Remember those who are lost and scattered,
wandering without direction or hope…
Gather them up into your flock and fold;
put a new song of praise upon their lips.
To you, O Lord, we pray:
come and save your people.
Remember those who are hungry and thirsty,
languishing because of what they lack…
Satisfy their needs through your abundant love;
lead them to springs of water that never fail.
To you, O Lord, we pray:
come and save your people.
Remember those who are sick and suffering,
held in the grip of illness and pain…
Set them free from their affliction;
heal them and renew their strength.

To you, O Lord, we pray:
come and save your people.
Remember those who are sad and grieving,
unable to laugh, to dance, to sing…
Give them the peace that can never perish
and the joy that can never be taken away..
To you, O Lord, we pray:
come and save your people.
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Come and save your people, O Lord,
so that we may rejoice in your goodness
and be radiant in your praise
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
MINUTE FOR MISSION
OFFERING INVITATION (Font)
Let us gather up the gifts of the Lord,

who fills up with finest wheat.
With thanksgiving, let us offer our lives
to God, the giver of life.
OFFERTORY

“Peace Child”

Rob Glover

In the sleep of the night, in the dark before light you come,
in the silence of stars, in the violence of wars Savior, your name.
To the road and storm, to the gun and the bomb you come,
through the hate and the hurt, through the hunger and dirt bearing a dream.

To our dark and our sleep, to the conflict we reap
now come be your dream born alive, held in hope, wrapped in love:
Shalom.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We give you thanks, God of all creation,
for the power of your life-giving Word,
making the winds blow and the waters flow.
Receive these gifts from our hands,

and use them to bring peace and blessing
to all your children; in Jesus name. Amen.
THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN #666

“O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright”
(Music at end of bulletin.)

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

CHARGE (Pulpit)
Let your life bear witness to Christ,
the light who has come to the world. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Children of God—chosen, beloved—
in Christ every blessing is yours. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

“We Are Marching in the Light of God”
Shawn Portell, organ

Robert Farlee
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WORD OF WELCOME
The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed
to keep all safe.
For the sake of all attending worship, masks are required while in worship.
During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or
hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of
peace. We encourage creativity!
For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed
during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give in
person.
If you have any questions about the procedures as outlined, please see one of the pastors or Betsy
Wacker.

MINISTRY STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III

efc@wgpc.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla

hmd@wgpc.org

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings

jdrtsn@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell

spp@wgpc.org

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh

ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland

pdc@wgpc.org

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas

brk@wgpc.org

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo

tar@wgpc.org

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer

jls@wgpc.org

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons

jlk@wgpc.org

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton

vph@wgpc.org

Educational Ministries Assistant, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers

chb@wgpc.org

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan

(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

45 West Lockwood Avenue

www.wgpc.org

Webster Groves, MO 63119

314-962-9210
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Announcements
January 3, 2021
The Dirt on Compost
Get The Dirt on Compost via Zoom on Monday, January 4 th at 2:00pm. Presented by EarthWays Center. Registration required:
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=268339

Protect the Missouri River
The City of St. Charles has applied to the Army Corps of Engineers for permits to destroy the wetlands near Bangert Island
Park, raise up floodplain acres, move the Katy Trail and more through a project called Riverpointe. The WGPC Environmental
Stewardship committee encourages you help protect Bangert Island Park and Missouri River wetlands by writing the Army Corps
of Engineers (St. Charles residency is NOT required).
Learn more at https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Missouri?actionId=AR0308189

Recycling – Holiday Lights and Candles
Environmental Stewardship committee reminds you: Last call for recycling your holiday lights. Please bring them to the container outside the Hale entrance before January 12th. All lights are recycled, not put in a landfill. Thanks for helping the environment.
Don't forget - a bin for recycling candles has been added in Fellowship Hall. Please bring candle nubs, including candles in glass jars
and containers! We'll take them to Missouri Candle & Wax Co for recycling.

Cleaning Out? Donate to Home Sweet Home!
For all those who like to start the new year by cleaning out, Home Sweet Home would love the items you are ready to pass
along! After a very busy December they are in need of many items. End tables and full sized comforters top their list. Towels,
washcloths, pot/pans, kitchen utensils, oven mitts, and small kitchen appliances (toasters, mixers, etc.) are always appreciated.
We will have a collection bin inside of the Hale Entrance January 4-31 for your donations (building is unlocked M-Th, 9-3). If you
would prefer a porch pickup, please e-mail Sue Scott at askscott@att.net and she will be happy to pick up your donations. They
also are in great need of queen and full sized mattresses in clean condition. For pickup of large items
email donation@homesweethomestl.org.

Social Advocacy Film Club
Please join the next Social Advocacy Film Club on Wednesday, January 13 at 7pm for a discussion of the documentary, King
in the Wilderness, which chronicles the final years of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.' s life. The film reveals the trials of a conflicted
leader who faced an onslaught of criticism from both sides of the political spectrum. The film will provide the basis of a particularly thoughtful discussion leading into Martin Luther King Day. View at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eQXD_44Kso
The Zoom link will be included in the Friday Flash the weekend prior to the discussion.
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Gun Violence Prevention Zoom
Last year, the WGPC Advocacy Team joined with Missouri Moms Demand Action, traveling to Jefferson City to speak with
the legislature about effective gun violence prevention measures. 2021 will feature a Virtual Advocacy Day. Join Missouri Moms
Demand Action for their 2021 legislative kick-off call on Tuesday, January 5th at 7:00pm when they will discuss their priority bills
for the legislative session. You must register in advance to participate in this January 5, 7pm zoom discussion. See Friday Flash for
registration information.

Faithful, Hopeful, Loving
The Faithful Hopeful Loving campaign is currently at $881,544 which is 83% of our goal. If you haven't had a chance to send yours
in yet, please mail your card to the church, pledge online (wgpc.org/give/pledge-now) or contact Jan Scheurer (jls@wgpc.org) with
any questions.
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