WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
Baptism of the Lord ⬧ January 9, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live Our
Christ’s
love, welcome all people, and
Mission:
joyfully serve
WeGod.
seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“When Jesus Came to Jordan”
Shawn Portell, organ

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
P: And also with you.
L: As many of you as were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ.
P: There is one body and one Spirit,
just as we were called to the one hope of our calling.
🕈 OPENING HYMN #319

“Men of Faith Rise Up and Sing”
(see music in back of bulletin)

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION

arr. David Cherwein
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
Dave Morris

SMITH
Dave Morris

L: Even when we were dead through our sin,
our merciful and loving God
made us alive together with Christ
and raised us up through him.
In humility and faith
let us confess our sin to God.
LB
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🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Merciful and loving God,
you have called us to be your people
and claimed us for the service of Jesus Christ.
We confess that we have not lived up to our calling
to proclaim the good news in word and deed.
We are quick to speak when we ought to listen
and remain silent when it is time to speak.
We put too much faith in our own actions
and fail to trust the strength of your Spirit.
O God, forgive our foolish and sinful ways.
Strengthen us anew to follow Christ’s way in the world.
By your Holy Spirit, give us the grace we need
to be faithful disciples and fulfill our common calling;
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Lead a life worthy of your calling—
with humility, gentleness, and patience,
bearing with one another in love,
and making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

Dave Morris

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

The people may exchange with one another, by words and gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation.

HYMN: #76

“Do Not Be Afraid”
(see music in back of bulletin)

ISAIAH 43

Proclaiming God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Send us your Holy Spirit, O God,
that these words might speak to us as your word,
and our lives bear witness to the good news
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Acts 8:14-17

Pew Bible pg. 126
Dave Morris

L: Hear the word of God:
14 Now

when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive
the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit.
L: The word of the Lord,
P: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Pew Bible pg. 60
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

15 As

the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand,
to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.’
21 Now

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Responding to God’s Word
Ordination and Installation of Officers
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE
L: There are varieties of gifts,
but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
P: There are different ways of serving God,
but it is the same Lord who is served.
L: God works through each person in a unique way,
but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished.
P: To each is given a gift of the Spirit
to be used for the common good.
L: Together we are the body of Christ,
and individually members of it.
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STATEMENT ON ORDINATION
L: This is our common calling,
to be disciples of Jesus Christ
and servants of our servant Lord.
Within the community of the church,
some are called to particular service
as deacons, as ruling elders,
and as ministers of Word and Sacrament.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Ordination is Christ’s gift to the church,
assuring that his ministry continues among us.
Through ordination, God provides
for acts of care and compassion in the world,
for the ordering and governance of the church,
and for the preaching of the word
and celebration of the sacraments.
For Deacons and/or Ruling Elders to Be Ordained and Installed
L: Representing the one holy catholic and apostolic church,
the session of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church
now ordains Nicole Clynes, Lesli Johnston, Linda McNeely to ministry as deacons,
and ordains Scott Lyon to ministry as a ruling elder,
and installs them to active service in this congregation.
For Deacons and/or Ruling Elders Previously Ordained, Now to Be Installed
L: The session also installs to active service
those who have been previously ordained:
deacons Jennifer Blumenkemper, Katie Demko, Brenda Dribin, Amy Morff
and ruling elders Tim Currinder, Janice Hanson, Steve Hanson, Cece Strand and Dennis
Wacker.
🕈 PROFESSION OF FAITH
The congregation may stand.
The candidate(s) and worship leaders gather at the baptismal font or pool, which shall contain water.

L: As God calls some to particular forms of ministry,
God calls us all to bear gladly the yoke of Christ
given in the covenant of Baptism.
Let us, therefore, stand and reaffirm our baptismal vows,
renouncing all that opposes God and God’s rule
and affirming the faith of the holy catholic church.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
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L: Trusting in the gracious mercy of God,
do you turn from the ways of sin
and renounce evil and its power in the world?
P: I do.
L: Do you turn to Jesus Christ
and accept him as your Lord and Savior,
trusting in his grace and love?
P: I do.
L: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple,
obeying his Word and showing his love?
P: I will, with God’s help.
The moderator continues.
L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
L: Do you believe in God the Father?
P: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
L: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
P: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
L: You may be seated.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Water is poured.

L: Gracious and eternal God,
with joy we give you thanks and praise.
We praise you for leading your people Israel
through the waters of the sea,
out of bondage and into freedom
in the land of your promise.
We praise you for sending Jesus your Son,
who for us was baptized in the waters of the Jordan,
and was anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit.
Through the baptism of his death and resurrection
you set us free from the bondage of sin and death,
and give us cleansing and rebirth.
We praise you for pouring out your Holy Spirit,
who teaches us and leads us into all truth,
filling us with a variety of gifts.
We rejoice that you have claimed us in our baptism
and anointed us for service in Christ’s name,
and that by your grace we are born anew.
By your Holy Spirit renew us,
and empower us to do your will,
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all glory and honor, now and forever. Amen.
The moderator may lift some water, let it fall back into the font or pool, and then make the sign of the cross
over the people while saying:

L: Remember your baptism and be thankful.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Deacons
Jennifer Blumenkemper
Nicole Clynes
Katie Demko
Elders
Tim Currinder
Janice Hanson

Brenda Dribin
Lesli Johnston

Linda McNeely
Amy Morff

Steve Hanson
Scott Lyon

Cece Strand
Dennis Wacker
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CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS
The moderator addresses the candidate(s) for ordination [and installation]:

L: Tim, Dennis, Janice, Scott, Steve, Cece, Katie, Jennifer, Linda, Lesli, Nicole, Brenda, Amy,
in baptism, you were claimed by the love of God,
clothed in the grace of Jesus Christ,
and anointed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit
to share Christ’s mission in the world.
Now you are called by God through the voice of the church
for new service and ministry in Jesus’ name.
In accordance with the Constitution
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
show your commitment to this calling
by responding to these questions:
Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior,
acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church,
and through him believe in one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? I do.
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
to be, by the Holy Spirit,
the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ
in the Church universal,
and God’s Word to you? I do.
Do you sincerely receive and adopt
the essential tenets of the Reformed faith
as expressed in the confessions of our church
as authentic and reliable expositions
of what Scripture leads us to believe and do,
and will you be instructed and led by those confessions
as you lead the people of God? I do and I will.
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ,
under the authority of Scripture,
and be continually guided by our Confessions? I will.
Will you be governed by our church’s polity,
and will you abide by its discipline?
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry,
working with them,
subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? I will.
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Will you in your own life
seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ,
love your neighbors,
and work for the reconciliation of the world? I will.
Do you promise to further the peace, unity,
and purity of the church? I do.
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people
with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? I will.
For Deacons
Will you be a faithful deacon,
teaching charity, urging concern,
and directing the people’s help
to the friendless and those in need,
and in your ministry will you try to show
the love and justice of Jesus Christ? I will.
For Ruling Elders
Will you be a faithful ruling elder,
watching over the people,
providing for their worship, nurture, and service?
Will you share in government and discipline,
serving in councils of the church,
and in your ministry will you try to show
the love and justice of Jesus Christ? I will.
For Deacons and/or Ruling Elders
Do we, the members of the church,
accept these disciples of Christ as ruling elders and deacons,
chosen by God through the voice of this congregation
to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them,
to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us,
serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? We do.
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PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
Those who are to be ordained may kneel, facing the congregation. Ruling elders and ministers of Word and
Sacrament come forward to stand behind the candidate(s) for the laying on of hands. Note that the laying on
of hands is not repeated at the installation of one who has been previously ordained, except when a person is
ordained to a new order of ministry.
Those gathered around the candidate(s) lay hands on her/him/them as the moderator leads this or another
prayer (505) appropriate to the occasion:

L: Let us pray:
Gracious and eternal God,
with joy we give you thanks and praise.
Throughout the ages and in every place
you have chosen servants from among your people
to point the way to salvation by your grace.
We are grateful for ancestors in the faith
who followed without fear,
placing their trust in you alone—
and for these, your disciples, who this day
hear your call and follow you.
Above all, we praise you for Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life to set others free.
Anointed by your Holy Spirit,
he proclaimed your reign on earth,
revealing your saving love
in all he said and did.
At the Ordination and/or Installation of Deacons and/or Ruling Elders
Give these disciples a spirit of truthfulness
that they may show the compassion of Christ
in the actions of daily living
and rightly govern your people. Amen.
DECLARATION OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
For Deacons and/or Ruling Elders
Tim, Dennis, Janice, Scott, Steve, Cece, Katie, Jennifer, Linda, Lesli, Nicole, Brenda, Amy,
I declare you are deacons and ruling elders,
ordained to ministries of service and governance
in the church of Jesus Christ
and for this congregation.
Congratulations! You may be seated.
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OFFERING INVITATION
L: Remember the words of the Lord Jesus:
It is more blessed to give than to receive.
Let us return to God the offerings of our life
and the gifts of the earth.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
INVITATION
At the ordination of a minister of Word and Sacrament, she or he may now preside at the Lord’s Table.
The people are invited to the table using this or a similar invitation (119).

L: Friends, this is the joyful feast
of the people of God!
They will come from east and west,
and from north and south,
and sit at table in the kingdom of God.
According to Luke,
when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,
he took the bread, and blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened
and they recognized him.
This is the Lord’s Table.
Our Savior invites those who trust him
to share the feast that he has prepared.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
P: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Dave Morris

L: Gracious and eternal God,
with joy we give you thanks and praise.
You formed us in your image,
loved us with an everlasting love,
and graced us with gifts for serving. Continued >>
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Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with the choirs of heaven
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:

L: You are holy, O God of majesty,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Baptized as one among us,
he received the gift of your Spirit,
and claimed his calling as a servant of your reign.
Jesus proclaimed good news to the poor,
and by the power of your word
set people free from all that bound them.
He broke open the bread of life for all who were hungry,
and upon the hurt and the lost
poured out the living waters of your grace.
In humble obedience, Jesus went to his death on the cross,
and was raised up by your power to reign in glory.
In the resurrection the gifts of his Spirit
were poured out upon your people,
that the church might embrace his ministry
and live as his body in the world. Continued >>
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Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we take this bread and this wine
from the gifts you have given us
and celebrate with joy the redemption
won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.

L: Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break
and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ
and with all who are baptized in his name,
that we may be one in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
Send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
(JOYS & CONCERNS)
Build up the body of Christ in your love,
and equip the church for the work of ministry.
Make us one body in Christ,
where each one’s gifts are honored
and used for the good of all, where
all submit to one another
in humility and in the bond of the Holy Spirit. Continued >>
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Through Christ,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church,
now and forever.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
L: Because there is one loaf,
we, many as we are, are one body;
for it is one loaf of which we all partake.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

The presider breaks the loaf in full view of the people, saying:

When we break the bread,
is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?
The presider lifts the full cup in view of the people, saying:

When we give thanks over the cup,
is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ?
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: Gracious God,
you have gathered us at this table
with all the company of your people
in heaven and on earth.
In your mercy we have been nourished
by the living bread, Jesus Christ,
and we have been refreshed
by the power of your Holy Spirit.
May we, who have shared this holy meal,
go out as glad disciples of our Lord,
following in his way,
proclaiming his truth,
and living his love for the world. Amen.
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Sending
HYMN #490

“Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters”
(see music in back of bulletin)

BEACH SPRING

BLESSING
All present may stand, if not already standing.
At the ordination of a minister of Word and Sacrament, the newly ordained gives God’s blessing to the
congregation.

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
P: Alleluia!
CHARGE
It is appropriate for a deacon to dismiss the congregation using the following or a similar charge (154).

L: Go out into the world in peace;
have courage;
hold on to what is good;
return no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted;
support the weak, and help the suffering;
honor all people;
love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
P: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

"O Blessed Spring"
Shawn Portell, organ

arr. Robert B. Farlee
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Biographies
Jennifer Blumenkemper – Deacon

Richard Grossman – Trustee

My husband and I, along with our son, live in
Webster. I have taught 4th, 5th, and 6th grades in the
Webster schools since 1993, with a few years off
when we adopted our son. I grew up in WGPC,
participated in youth activities as a teen and as an
adult leader, and served as a deacon in my 30s. I
am honored to be able to serve as a deacon again.

WGPC has been my church home for over eight
years. When Deborah and I first moved to St Louis,
we joined Tyler Place Presbyterian Church where I
served as an elder on their Session. Music is one of
my passions, and I so much enjoy playing guitar in
the informal services.

Nicole Clynes – Deacon

My name is Nicole Clynes. I have attended WGPC
since my baptism in 1989 when my parents Mike
and Ruth Clynes joined the church. I live in
Crestwood with my loving partner Amanda
Schuermann, LPC; daughter Trinity Clynes, 3 1/2
years old; Yahweh Clynes, 14 months old; our 2
dogs Kylie and Django; and a fish named Mama
Fish. I am a Regional Account Executive with FTL
Finance by day, and in my free time I enjoy
traveling with our pop-up camper and being a
member of the St. Louis Metro Singers.

Tim Currinder – Elder

Recently retired following a career as a sales
executive in the Life Science Tools business. Served
a previous term as an elder and member of the
Mission Outreach Commission. Along with wife
Nancy has had three children confirmed at WGPC
(Andrew, Bryan, and Sarah). Sarah was also
baptized at WGPC.

Katie Demko – Deacon

I have been at WGPC my entire life and am a 3rd
generation member. At WGPC, I have served as an
elder, usher, Sunday School teacher, Informal
Worship Task Force, Celtics and Agape leader. I
look forward to helping our church community as a
deacon.

Brenda Dribin – Deacon

Brenda Dribin has been a member of WGPC since
moving to St. Louis over 25 years ago. She has been
active in many aspects of the church – from
children’s ministries to Session to deacons.

Jan Hanson – Elder

Jan Hanson has been married to Steve Hanson for
47 years (!) during which they have lived in ten
homes in nine states and been active in 12
churches. They have two daughters, two sons-inlaw, and three grandsons. Jan is also a Professor of
Medicine at Washington University, where she is
building the capacity of the faculty to do education
research.

Steve Hanson – Elder

Steve has been married to Jan Hanson for 47 years
(!) during which they traveled across the country
while he served in the Marine Corps worldwide,
including Desert Shield/Desert Storm. Following
his retirement from the Marine Corps, he spent 16
years teaching high school math (including AP
statistics) and followed Jan to Denver and St Louis.
They both enjoy finding ways to spend with their
three grandsons.

Lesli Johnston – Deacon

I live with my daughter Lily in Webster Groves,
where I grew up. I have attended WGPC my entire
life. I have an elementary education degree with a
concentration in early childhood from Monmouth
College. I currently teach at WGPC ECC.

Scott Lyon – Elder

I’m 24 years old and work at WSP as a mechanical
engineer. I’m engaged and will be married to
Rebecca Biestek in late January of 2022. Rebecca
and I have been members of WGPC since
Halloween of 2021. This will be my first time
serving as an elder, but I have been a Presbyterian
my whole life. I enjoy going to antique stores, trying
new craft beers, and hanging out with my two cats.

15

Jean Magre – Trustee

Linda and I have been members since 1975. We
have both served as deacons and elders, and I have
served as a trustee. Our sons, Nathanael and Joel,
live in Fayetteville, Arkansas, and Phoenix, Arizona,
with their families. I’m retired from a career in city
planning and land development. Happy New Year!

Amy Morff – Deacon

Amy Morff has been involved with WGPC since
2004. She has actively been involved in teaching
Sunday school, volunteering with Celtics, serving
on the Faith Formation Commission, and serving as
a deacon. She is excited to have the opportunity to
serve again!

Don Oliver – Trustee

Don Oliver, husband of Sandy; father of John,
Keith and Beth (Kazlauskas); and six
grandchildren. Don was baptized at WGPC in 1939,
joined the church in 1953, and was active in the
youth fellowships and Boy Scouts while in Webster
Groves Junior and Senior High Schools. Formerly a
deacon, elder, and member of the Board of
Trustees, as well as a handy-man/chaperone for
four Agape Mission trips in the 1990s and the initial
mission trip to Nicaragua, he is looking forward to
serving once again as a member of the Board of
Trustees.

Mike Patrick – Trustee

Not married, but in long-term relationship with a
lady named PJ Barbeau. I retired from AT&T in
2001 and then worked for them as a contract OSP
Engineer for 19 years. I have been a member of
WGPC since November 1955. Served in the U.S.
Army with one tour in Vietnam.
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.

Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Greeters: Marilee and Craig Campbell
Ushers: Dan Egley, Mike Kearney, and Denise Thomas
Liturgist: Dave Morris
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob Meyer,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Chancel Flowers
The Chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God in
loving memory of William F. James, the gift of his
family.
Online Worship
Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org)
Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation
in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 1 © 2012
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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January 9, 2022 Announcements
Join Churches Together for Justice to
Support Homeless Service Providers
There is a critical lack of funding for emergency beds
right now in the City as the temperatures have
dropped. The St. Louis Continuum of Care – a
coalition of major homeless
service providers in St. Louis
– is trying to organize more
volunteers and money to try
to cover the shortfall. The Safe
Haven at 3050 Olive St., Il
Monastero Center, reopened
December 29. To sign up,
please see the links in the Friday Flash or contact
Christine Ingrassia at ingrassiac@stlouis-mo.gov or
314-541-4787. You may also donate money which will
go for cab fare for guests, bus tickets, meals, supplies,
etc. For more information, visit
http://www.safehavenstlouis.com.

MLK Day of Service for Partner Agencies

Diapers, Detergent and Canned Food Needed!
Drive-Thru: Sun., Jan. 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Inside Collection Bin: Jan. 16 to Feb. 3
In honor of the MLK
National Day of Service, the
Mission Outreach
Commission will be
collecting diapers, detergent
and canned food to share
with our neighbors served by
Webster-Rock Hill Ministries
and Isaiah 58 Ministries.
Diapers and detergent in
particular are two very
needed items that cannot be
purchased with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) benefits, and canned food is always
welcome. There will be a drive-thru collection on
Sunday, January 16, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at the
Hale Entrance and a collection bin inside the Hale
Entrance from January 16 to February 3.

Free Music Sheets and Books!
Now Through January 23 in Fellowship Hall
Our music director Shawn Portell has
cleared his office of extraneous music
which is now available to you in
Fellowship Hall. Please help yourself to a
variety of pieces (organ, piano, solo,
contemporary worship band, psalm
singing) and music books (music text,
religious, inspirational, etc.).

Welcoming Afghan Refugees:
Support Team and Presentation Video
On Sunday, January 2, 38 members of the
congregation attended a presentation about the
Afghan refugee situation in St. Louis and ways in
which we, as a church and/or individually, may be
called to assist as family partners, as ad hoc
responders, English teachers, supporters donating
material goods, or prayer team members uplifting a
refugee family. From this, we hope to create a full
team supporting a refugee family as a WGPC
community of faith. All church members are invited
to be part of this team at any level. Please contact
Janice Seele at seelestl@aol.com with any questions.
Sunday’s presentation can be viewed
at wgpc.org under the Advocacy tab.
(Note: the audio is unstable until
mid-way through the recording,
though the Powerpoint slides are
easily read.)

Film Club: The Murder of Emmett Till

Tuesday, January 11, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for a discussion of
the PBS American
Experience documentary,
The Murder of Emmett Till.
In 1955, Emmett, a 14-yearold Black boy, allegedly
insulted a white woman in a
grocery store in Mississippi.
Following this, two white
men beat and murdered him, were taken to trial, and
acquitted by an all-white, all-male jury galvanizing the
civil rights movement. Check the Friday Flash for
links to view the film and attend the Zoom meeting.

Creative “Reuse” of Donated Items
for Urban Sprouts Day Care Center

When you clear out bits and pieces in your home,
bring them to the WGPC collection center in
Fellowship Hall. The children at Urban Sprouts will
use them for art projects and toys. Items include:
• Washers and bolts
• Napkin rings
• Wood frames
• Buttons
• Bracelets
• Thimbles
• Wood scraps
• Embroidery rings
• Thread and ribbon spools
• Cabinet and drawer knobs

22

April 17
No adult classes (Easter Sunday).

FAITH FORMATION
Note: All Sunday Morning Adult
Education Classes will be held from
10:45 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. in the Parlor. See
the Friday Flash for Zoom instructions.

April 24
Earth Day Focus – Keeping Birds Safe. Guest
speaker will be Jean Favara, Vice-President of
Conservation, St. Louis Audubon Society.
May 1 and 8
Topic to be determined. The Rev. Dr. Dale Kuhn,
The Steward Clergy and Congregational Care
Program, Care and Counseling Inc.

Ongoing Study Groups
TODAY, January 9
Final discussion of Watch for the Light:
Advent/Christmas Readings. Facilitated by Jeff
Buck.
January 16
The Faith of Martin Luther King, Jr. On MLK
weekend, we will look at the biblical and theological
foundation of Dr. King’s ministry and witness, using
his speeches and writings as a starting point.
Facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews.
January 23 and February 6
Shift Happens! Biblical Imagination for
Embracing Institutional Change in the
Enduring Post COVID 19 Era of Ministry.
Facilitated by The Rev. Dr. Deborah Krause,
President of Eden Seminary and New Testament
Scholar.
January 30
No adult classes (annual meeting).
February 13, 20, and 27
Speaking the Truth in Love: A Biblical
Mandate. Exploring misinformation and
disinformation in media, culture, church video,
Biblical study, and discussion. Facilitated by Janice
Seele, Julie Burchett, and the WGPC Social Advocacy
Team.
March 6, 13, 20, and 27 and April 3 and 10
Lenten Study: Drawing Closer to God
Through Spiritual Practice. Through
learning and practice, we will experience
the presence of God through the spiritual
disciplines of music, art, Lectio Divina,
prayer, and justice. Coordinated by
Rev. Susan Andrews with a variety of
presenters.

• Wednesday Evening Book Study (3rd Wednesday of
each month) at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Contact: Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.
• Disciples Bible Study at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the
Parlor and on Zoom. Contact: Diane McCullough at
dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.
• Men's Bible Study. Every other Thursday at 7:00
a.m. Contact: Frank Bloemke at 314-962-0584.

All youth formation classes and
programs will be postponed until
January 23.
Wheelchair and Walker Donations
Welcome!
Do you happen to have unused medical equipment
such as walkers, wheelchairs, or crutches around your
house? If you are looking for a
new home for these items we
would be happy to accept your
donation at church. We’d like
to have these items on hand to
loan out to any members that
may need them, but the ones
we have became worn out. Contact Beth Kazlauskas at
bok@wgpc.org or 314-962-9210, ext. 3208, for more
information. Thank you!

We Have Welcome Bags!
As you welcome visitors here at church, please share
our welcome bags with them. And, if you have a new
family in your neighborhood or new friends looking
for a church home, please drop one of these bags off
with them. Look for the red bags by the Lockwood
doors, the parking lot doors, and in the main hall. At
the Welcome Station in the main hall, you'll also find
additional information about happenings in the
church, so you can customize the welcome bag based
on visitors' and new neighbors' interests.
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Don’t Cook on Tuesday, January 18!

Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash
at wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with
access to direct links for sign-ups and other
resources.

Prayground Guidelines
WGPC welcomes children of all ages in worship. After
consulting with parents of young children, we have
decided to reopen the Prayground located at the front
of the Sanctuary near the ramp on the right. It
contains pillows, drawing paper, and books for young
children to quietly enjoy during worship. Since it has
been awhile since the Prayground has been open, here
is a quick reminder of our guidelines:
• Children can come and go throughout the service
as we understand it is hard to be still for so long.
We encourage children to
walk and not run in order to
move quietly.
• Children can read or draw
pictures as they absorb the
liturgy taking place around
them as we worship
together.
• So other worshippers can hear properly, we ask
that talking be minimal and kept to a
whisper. That's hard sometimes, so having a
parent seated in the pews closest to the Prayground
to help remind our children that this is quiet time
is appreciated.
The Prayground is something we have offered for
several years before the pandemic and was very
successful. We are glad to be reopening the
Prayground as a way to welcome our children into the
spiritual practice of worshipping God.

Come to the Parkmoor and Help ECC
Enjoy a classic burger, slushie, and more while
supporting ECC. Just visit the Parkmoor Drive-In at
220 W. Lockwood Ave. from 11:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. on January 18 and
mention ECC at checkout!

Masks in Worship
There are children three and under and also some
immunocompromised individuals who are unable to
be vaccinated. For the sake of these in our church
family we are, at this time, asking all vaccinated and
unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask
during worship and as you move around the
church. We ask you to also remain "socially
distanced.” While the risk remains relatively low for
vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to
take to express our love for one another. Thank you
for your kindness, understanding, and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to
be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
Please submit bulletin announcements by the end
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday
to Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org.
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