WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
Second Sunday of Christmas ⬧ January 2, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live Our
Christ’s
love, welcome all people, and
Mission:
joyfully serve
WeGod.
seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“We Three Kings”

arr. Jim Brickman/Steve Wingfield

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

John Hughes

🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Arise; shine, for your light has come!
P: We are called out of our darkness into light.
L: Lift up your eyes and look around.
P: We rejoice in the gift of light.
L: Come let us worship the God of light and joy and peace.
P: We come to kneel at the cradle of the babe, the light incarnate.

Clair Bellows

🕈 PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: God of promise and light, open our eyes this morning, that we may see your light in the
darkness. Open our hearts, that we may perceive your promises of justice and righteousness
fulfilled in the babe of Bethlehem. May we, like the Magi, have a star to guide us on our journey
to find the one who will truly set us free. May this time of worship bring us closer to you, that
the good news of the birth of light and love will transform our lives.
🕈 OPENING HYMN #670

“From the Rising of the Sun”
(see music in back of bulletin)

RISING SUN

LB
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🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: In faith and in hope,
we trust that God is merciful and just
and receives our prayers with grace.
In humility and with meekness,
let us confess our sin together.

John Hughes

🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Mighty God, you are worthy of our greatest gifts.
But we often do not bring you the gifts you deserve or desire.
The wise men brought your Child gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
But these days you require different gifts:
hospitality, faithfulness, compassion, justice.
Help us bring the gifts that matter to you. Amen.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Friends,
do not be daunted by the persistence of our sin.
For God’s love is patient and ever-present.
God’s steadfast love never fails.
In Jesus Christ, Immanuel, God with Us,
our sins are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE #152

“What Star Is This, with Beams so Bright”
(see music in back of bulletin)

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
P: And also with you.

Proclaiming God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Clair Bellows
L: Let us pray . . .
O God, as we turn to your Scripture,
send your Holy Spirit to infuse your Word with truth and grace
so that the good news of your love would shine before our eyes and delight our senses
—so that we cannot help but respond with wonder, faith, and trust. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING
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Isaiah 60: 1-6

Pew Bible pg. 690
Clair Bellows

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 2: 1-12

Pew Bible pg. 2
John Hughes

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then

Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
Continued >>
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9 When

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
SERMON

John Hughes

Responding to God’s Word
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

John Hughes

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION
L: We have seen the light of the world. We have been called to follow the star of promise. Like the
Magi, let us bring our gifts to honor the babe of Bethlehem and bring the light to all the dark
places in our community and our world.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“One Small Child”
Sean Stewart, solo

David Meece

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
John Hughes
L: God of light and promise, we bring our gifts to further your work in a dark world.
May they bring your light to those overwhelmed by darkness, pain, and loneliness.
Accept these gifts of money and time, indeed, the gift of our very selves.
Let them shine for all to see and be brought into the sphere of your love and righteousness.
Amen.

Sending
HYMN #853

“We Are Marching in the Light of God”
(see music in back of bulletin)

SIYAHAMBA

CHARGE
L: Go forth to shine for all the world to see.
Spread the good news of light and love,
righteousness and justice.
Follow the star that will guide you on your journey
this week, this year, and forever.

John Hughes

BENEDICTION
L: As the Magi of old,
may you go from here in trust and excitement,
transformed in the presence of the child of light.
May the blessing of the God of light
rest upon you and fill you with light.
Amen.

John Hughes

POSTLUDE

"Siyahamba (We Are Marching in the Light of God)”
Shawn Portell, organ

arr. Robert Farlee
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.

Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Greeters: Linda and Tom McNeel
Ushers: Sam Stoll, Betsy and Dennis Wacker
Liturgist: Clair Bellows
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob Meyer,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Online Worship
Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org)
Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation
in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 1 © 2012
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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January 2, 2022 Announcements
Refugee Command Center Presentation
TONIGHT, January 2, 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall and by Zoom
As Afghan refugees face a hard landing in
St. Louis, nonprofit leaders are forming a Refugee
Command Center to coordinate
efforts. Join us for a presentation in
Fellowship Hall this evening, January
2, at 7:00 p.m. on ways that we, as
individuals and the church, can help
Afghan refugees in St. Louis. You can
also attend by Zoom; see the Friday Flash for the link.
For more information about how Presbyterians
around the country are welcoming refugees visit
www.presbyterianmission.org/ (search word:
refugees).

Sign up for our Emailed Friday Flash
at wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with
access to direct links for sign-ups and other
resources.

We Have Welcome Bags!
As you welcome visitors here at
church, please share our welcome
bags with them. And, if you have a
new family in your neighborhood or
new friends looking for a church
home, please drop one of these bags
off with them. Look for the red bags
by the Lockwood doors, the parking
lot doors, and in the main hall. At
the main hall Welcome Station, you'll also find
additional information about things going on in the
church, so you can customize the welcome bag based
on visitors' and new neighbors' interests.

Ingathering Update

83%

2022 Campaign
Goal:

$1,067,868

Raised
to date:

$883,725

Remaining
to goal:

$184,143

More Pledges Sought as New Year Begins!
The Stewardship Commission is happy to report that
we’ve reached 83 percent of our fundraising goal as
2022 begins. But that also means that we’re roughly
$184,000 short of the amount needed to fully fund
our church’s proposed budget for the coming year.
The Budget Committee will be meeting January 5 to
finalize the budget, which covers WGPC’s spending
needs including pay for our staff and the costs for our
various programs and church upkeep. Almost half of
our church households have already sent in their
pledges which are much appreciated.
We accept pledges at any time, but it will help if we
have a solid grasp of our expected income for 2022.
If you have not pledged, please
prayerfully consider doing so. You can
drop off, mail, use our website at
wgpc.org, or scan the QR code to
deliver your financial pledge for 2022.
Thank you for your consideration!

Holiday Light Recycling

Need a WGPC Name Tag?
Please contact Beth Kazlauskas at
bok@wgpc.org.

Now Through January 8
Get rid of those burned-out bulbs in
an eco-friendly way! Bring them to the
recycling bin marked for this purpose
outside the Hale entrance.
Tell your friends and neighbors, too.
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WGPC will be closed Monday, January 3.
Prayground Guidelines

Sunday morning adult education
classes will not be held on January 2.
Children’s and youth classes
will not meet until January 9.

Advent Book Study and Sharing
Final wrap-up on Sunday, January 9
10:50 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
in the Church Parlor and on Zoom
There will a wrap-up for participants and a
summarization of readings for the rest of the
Christmas and Epiphany seasons found in the book
Watch for the Light – Readings for Advent and
Christmas.

Ongoing Study Groups
• Wednesday Evening Book Study (3rd Wednesday of
each month) at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Contact: Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.
• Disciples Bible Study at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the
Parlor and on Zoom. Contact: Diane McCullough at
dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.
• Men's Bible Study. Every other Thursday at 7:00
a.m. Contact: Frank Bloemke at 314-962-0584.

Masks in Worship

WGPC welcomes children of all ages in worship. After
consulting with parents of young children, we have
decided to reopen the Prayground located at the front
of the Sanctuary near the ramp on the right. It
contains pillows, drawing paper, and books for young
children to quietly enjoy during worship. Since it has
been awhile since the Prayground has been open, here
is a quick reminder of our guidelines:
• Children can come and go throughout the service
as we understand it is hard to be still for so long.
We encourage children to
walk and not run in order to
move quietly.
• Children can read or draw
pictures as they absorb the
liturgy taking place around
them as we worship
together.
• So other worshippers can hear properly, we ask
that talking be minimal and kept to a
whisper. That's hard sometimes, so having a
parent seated in the pews closest to the Prayground
to help remind our children that this is quiet time
is appreciated.
The Prayground is something we have offered for
several years before the pandemic and was very
successful. We are glad to be reopening the
Prayground as a way to welcome our children into the
spiritual practice of worshipping God.
Please submit bulletin announcements by the end
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday
to Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org.

Children in our congregation five years and up have
been cleared to be vaccinated, but it will take some
time for them to get appointments. There are also
some immunocompromised individuals who are
unable to be vaccinated. For the sake of these in our
church family we are at this time, asking all
vaccinated and unvaccinated worshipers to
please wear a mask during worship and as you move
around the church. We ask you to also remain
"socially distanced.” While the risk remains relatively
low for vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to
take to express our love for one another. Thank you
for your kindness, understanding, and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to
be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
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