WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
2nd Sunday after Epiphany ⬧ January 16, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission:
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

Fantasy on “Amazing Grace”
Shawn Portell, organ

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:

Rev. Susan Andrews
Harriet Hall

How precious is your steadfast love, O God.
All people take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
We feast on the abundance of your house.
You give us drink from the river of your delights.
O God, you are the fountain of life.
O God, in your light we see light.
Let our worship begin!

🕈 OPENING HYMN #366

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
(see music in back of bulletin)

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: Friends in Christ,
God knows our needs before we ask,
and in our asking
prepares us to receive the gift of grace.
Let us open our lives to God’s healing presence. Continued >>
LB

Charles Callahan

HYFRYDOL
Rev. Susan Andrews

L: Let us confess to God whatever has wounded us
or brought injury to others,
that we may receive mercy
and become for each other
ministers of God’s grace.
🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Abundant and Excellent God,
you bathe us with tenderness and delight,
you feed us with the bread of life,
and you shower us with joy and justice.
But we fail to see the beauty and blessings of our lives.
We focus on self, and distance ourselves from neighbors in need.
Forgive our self-absorption and our lost purpose.
Transform us with hopeful vision
and refresh us with new zeal.
Remind us that you save the best for last,
ever extending your gracious promises for all of creation.
We pray in the powerful name of Jesus. Amen
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Friends, remember that Christ is our peace and our hope,
the one who loves us in our brokenness,
and fills our emptiness with good things.
Through Christ, live in assurance
that you are forgiven,
and be joined together as fellow citizens of the household of God. Amen.
RESPONSE #649

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
(see music in back of bulletin)

AMAZING GRACE

Stanzas 1 and 4

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
P: And also with you.
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Proclaiming God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Let us pray . . .
Truth-telling, wind-blowing, life giving spirit –
we offer ourselves now for instruction and guidance.
Breathe your truth and joy among us.
Breathe your story of hope and transformation into us.
And change us into agents of transformation for the world.
We pray in the name of our Risen and Rising Lord. Amen.
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES
21

22

23

24

Amos 5: 21-24

Harriet Hall

Pew Bible pg.854
Harriet Hall

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL

John 2: 1-12

Pew Bible pg. 93
Rev. Susan Andrews

1On

the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the
mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is
that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever
he tells you.’ 6Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled
them up to the brim. 8He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So
they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom 10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 11Jesus did this,
the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they
remained there for a few days.
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SERMON

Rev. Susan Andrews

🕈 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison)
P: We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Responding to God’s Word
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Rev. Susan Andrews

L: Eternal God, out of whose mind came this great cosmic universe,
we bless you.
Help us to seek that which is high, noble, and good.
We thank you for the inspiration of Jesus.
Grant that we will love you
with all our hearts, souls, and minds,
and love our neighbor as we love ourselves,
even our enemy neighbors. Continued >>
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L: And we ask you, God in these days of emotional tension,
when the problems of the world
are gigantic in extent and chaotic in detail,
to be with us in our going out and our coming in,
in our rising up and our lying down,
in our moments of joy and in our moments of sorrow,
until the day when there shall be no sunset and no dawn.
(SHARE CONCERNS)
We thank you for your church, founded upon your Word,
that challenges us to do more than sing and pray,
but go out and work as though the very answer to our prayers
depended on us and not upon you.
Help us to realize that humanity was created
to shine like the stars
and live on through all eternity.
Keep us, we pray, in perfect peace.
Help us to walk together, pray together,
sing together and live together
until that day when all God’s children –
Black, White, Red, Brown, and Yellow –
will rejoice in one common band of humanity
in the reign of our Lord and of our God, we pray. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us:
P: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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OFFERING INVITATION
L: Friends in Christ,
God blesses us with abundant joy, and calls us to joyful justice.
Let us now offer our hearts, our commitments, and our gifts –
all to the glory of God.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Set Me as a Seal Upon Your Heart”
Chancel Choir

John Leavitt

DOXOLOGY #608

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
L: Abundant God, thank you for surprising us with your amazing grace,
for changing us with your creative Spirit,
for saving the best for last.
Receive the riches of our lives,
and using them to transform the world.
We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Harriet Hall
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Sending
CLOSING HYMN #339

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
(see music in back of bulletin)

LIFT EVERY VOICE

Initially a poem for a school assembly at which Booker T. Washington
spoke on Lincoln’s birthday in 1900, this text and tune have gained
national recognition, devotion, and association with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
not only within the African American community,
but among all who seek liberation from oppression.

CHARGE

Rev. Susan Andrews

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Fanfare”
Shawn Portell, organ

William Mathias
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.
WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we
encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag
and additional information about our church. Welcome bags are also located by the Lockwood and
parking lot doors.

Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Greeters: Leah Ann and Dave Fleisher
Ushers: Freda Cook, Ken and Maryann Wallace,
Bob and Judy Weng
Liturgist: Harriet Hall
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob Meyer,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter
Online Worship
Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org)
Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation
in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 1 © 2012
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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Stanzas 1 and 4
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January 16, 2022 Announcements
Welcoming Our New Officers!

We apologize that biographies of several of our new
officers were inadvertently left out of last week’s
bulletin. Please join us in recognizing their service!
►Linda McNeely – Deacon

Although I am a new member, I have been attending
here for 15 years with my husband Tom. I’ve enjoyed
playing bells, being a greeter, and participating in
various volunteer activities. I have greatly
appreciated being made to feel at home here.
►Janice Seele – Trustee

Janice Seele is a long-time member of WGPC, having
previously served as both deacon and elder. Janice is
retired from a marketing career and holds a BBA
from William and Mary, a BFA from Fontbonne, and
an MBA from Washington University.
►Cece Strand – Elder

Our family has been part of the Webster Groves
Presbyterian Church community for close to 20
years, and we have loved raising our children here. I
work as the CFO of a wealth management company
in Clayton. I enjoy exercise, golf, and travel.
►Dennis Wacker – Elder

A lifelong educator at Saint Louis University. A
member of WGPC since 1973 where I have taught 3rd
Grade Enrichment and served as a deacon and an
elder.

MLK Day of Service for Partner Agencies

Diapers and Detergent Especially Needed
Drive-Thru: TODAY, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Inside Collection Bin until February 3
In honor of the MLK National
Day of Service, the Mission
Outreach Commission is
collecting diapers, detergent and
canned food to share with our
neighbors served by WebsterRock Hill Ministries and Isaiah
58 Ministries. Diapers and
detergent are much needed items
that cannot be purchased with Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits. The
Drive-Thru is open from 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the
Hale Entrance. The collection bin inside the entrance
will be available until February 3.
Webster Groves Presbyterian Church
will be closed on Monday, January 17, in
observance of Martin Luther King Day.

Introducing our Afghan Family!
The Afghan family partner core team (Sue Davis,
Noreen Mayfield, and Sue Scott) met with our family
who are in much need of support. The father worked
for the U.S. Military for 19 years and has already
found a factory job here. His wife is pregnant with
twins, a boy and a girl, due in February. They have six
children, two girls and four boys, ranging in age from
two to 11. They left Afghanistan with nothing, and it
has been a long journey to St. Louis. The International
Institute has placed them in a house near Compton
and Cherokee.
While they have many
needs, the core group
believes the most
urgent is preparing for
the twins! Our sign-up
genius lists the items
that will immediately
make them more comfortable and be better prepared
for the twins. Your help with these items will be
appreciated more than you can imagine! To
participate, go to wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-uplinks/ or use the link in the Friday Flash.
We are also working on registering the four oldest
children for school and making pediatrician
appointments for all. We took a trip with the family to
the International Institute to get coats, hats, gloves,
and some basic necessities. The family has been so
hospitable, thanking us many times! We will continue
to get to know them better and determine how we, as
a Church, can best help them. As has been said, “it
takes a village” or, in this case, a church!

Remember to Help Yourself to
Free Sheet Music and Books

in Fellowship Hall through January 23

Help Deliver Snacks to WGSD Schools
Wednesday, January 26, 9:00 a.m.
Twice a year our congregation delivers healthy snacks
to each of the schools in the Webster Groves School
District through our Snacks for
Students program so kids who may
come to school hungry can focus on
learning. If you would like to help us
deliver on January 26 (weather
permitting), please contact Beth
Kazlauskas at bok@wgpc.org.
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April 17
No adult classes (Easter Sunday).

FAITH FORMATION

April 24
Earth Day Focus – Keeping Birds Safe. Guest
speaker will be Jean Favara, Vice-President of
Conservation, St. Louis Audubon Society.

Note: All Sunday Morning Adult
Education Classes will be held from
10:45 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. in the Parlor. See
the Friday Flash for Zoom instructions.

May 1 and 8
Topic to be determined. The Rev. Dr. Dale Kuhn,
The Steward Clergy and Congregational Care
Program, Care and Counseling Inc.

TODAY, January 9
Final discussion of Watch for the Light:
Advent/Christmas Readings. Facilitated by Jeff
Buck.

• Wednesday Evening Book Study (3rd Wednesday of
each month) at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Contact: Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.
• Disciples Bible Study at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the
Parlor and on Zoom. Contact: Diane McCullough at
dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.
• Men's Bible Study. Every other Thursday at 7:00
a.m. Contact: Frank Bloemke at 314-962-0584.

January 16
The Faith of Martin Luther King, Jr. On MLK
weekend, we will look at the biblical and theological
foundation of Dr. King’s ministry and witness, using
his speeches and writings as a starting point.
Facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews.
January 23 and February 6
Shift Happens! Biblical Imagination for
Embracing Institutional Change in the
Enduring Post COVID 19 Era of Ministry.
Facilitated by The Rev. Dr. Deborah Krause,
President of Eden Seminary and New Testament
Scholar.

Ongoing Study Groups

Youth formation classes and programs
will not meet today.
Thank You for Giving to the Giving Tree!
Thanks to everyone who supported our program this
year. Because of your generosity, WGPC sent:

January 30
No adult classes (annual meeting).
February 13, 20, and 27
Speaking the Truth in Love: A Biblical
Mandate. Exploring misinformation and
disinformation in media, culture, church video,
Biblical study, and discussion. Facilitated by Janice
Seele, Julie Burchett, and the WGPC Social Advocacy
Team.
March 6, 13, 20, and 27 and April 3 and 10
Lenten Study: Drawing Closer to God
Through Spiritual Practice. Through
learning and practice, we will experience
the presence of God through the spiritual
disciplines of music, art, Lectio Divina,
prayer, and justice. Coordinated by
Rev. Susan Andrews with a variety of
presenters.

•
•
•
•

• 35 comforters, 32 pillows, four
microwaves, and several sets
of silverware to Home Sweet
Home;
• 25 comforters to clients of
EnergyCare;
• 85 toys, games, clothing items,
and other gifts to teenagers
living in residential care;
• Funds for counseling at Care
and Counseling;
A car full of coats, socks, and underwear for children
served by Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition;
Overflowing baskets of gifts for two families served
by Beyond Housing;
Funds for student scholarships in Nicaragua; and
Gift cards for Webster-Rock Hill Ministries’ clients.

Almost $9,000 worth of items and financial donations
were shared, and we are grateful to you for helping to
make a difference in the lives of those in need.
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Don’t Cook on Tuesday, January 18!
Come to the Parkmoor and Help ECC
The Early Childhood Center’s January Dine Out
fundraiser is at the Parkmoor Drive-In, 220 W.
Lockwood Ave. from 11:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. this Tuesday! Eat-in
or pick-up (they have an amazing
system for pick up orders)! Enjoy
a classic burger, slushie, and
more. Just mention ECC when you order or at
check out! Phone is (314) 938-5554.

Ushers Needed
We are in need of a few more ushers to help our
Sunday worship service run smoothly. If you are
interested in joining our team, please
contact Donna Bellows at
dbellows@swbell.net for details. It is a
once a month commitment, and there
are no meetings. We will also be putting
together a list of subs.

Prayground Guidelines
WGPC welcomes children of all ages in worship. After
consulting with parents of young children, we have
decided to reopen the Prayground located at the front
of the Sanctuary near the ramp on the right. It
contains pillows, drawing paper, and books for young
children to quietly enjoy during worship. Since it has
been awhile since the Prayground has been open, here
is a quick reminder of our guidelines:
• Children can come and go throughout the service
as we understand it is hard to be still for so long.
We encourage children to
walk and not run in order to
move quietly.
• Children can read or draw
pictures as they absorb the
liturgy taking place around
them as we worship together.
• So other worshippers can hear
properly, we ask that talking
be minimal and kept to a whisper. That's hard
sometimes, so having a parent seated in the pews
closest to the Prayground to help remind our
children that this is quiet time is appreciated.
The Prayground is something we have offered for
several years before the pandemic and was very
successful. We are glad to be reopening the
Prayground as a way to welcome our children into the
spiritual practice of worshipping God.

Youth Lounge Refresh – Check It Out!
After church, head upstairs to see the refreshed Youth
Lounge. New flooring has been installed thanks to a
generous gift from the estate of Marje Green, and
Pierre has brightened the room
with a fresh coat of paint on almost
everything. The furniture could still
use a little love. If you have the
skills to recover cushions, our youth
would appreciate new fabric on the
corner banquette. Just let Cherstin
(chb@wgpc.org) know if you can
help us out with this project.

Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash
at wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with
access to direct links for sign-ups and other
resources.

Masks in Worship
There are children three and under and also some
immunocompromised individuals who are unable to
be vaccinated. For the sake of these in our church
family we are, at this time, asking all vaccinated and
unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask
during worship and as you move around the
church. We ask you to also remain "socially
distanced.” While the risk remains relatively low for
vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to
take to express our love for one another. Thank you
for your kindness, understanding, and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to
be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
Please submit bulletin announcements by the end
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday
to Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org.
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