WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021
9:30 a.m.

OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

"I Want Jesus to Walk With Me"
Shawn Portell, piano

arr. Joel Raney

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd
of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
CALL

TO WORSHIP

A rainbow of grace paints the sky.
We worship a God of steadfast love and faithfulness.
The bright ribbon of color serves to remind us . . .
We worship a God of steadfast love and faithfulness.
The waters of baptism seal us in holy love.
We worship a God of steadfast love and faithfulness.
A voice over the water proclaims: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”
We worship a God of steadfast love and faithfulness.

OPENING

SONG

"To You O God I Lift Up My Soul"

Bob Hurd

CALL

TO CONFESSION
Sisters and Brothers, in our daily lives we need the gift of the season of Lent.
These 40 days can help us restore right relationships with God and with others.
This is a time to focus, clear our hearts and minds of distractions
and re-orient and restore our whole selves.

PRAYER

OF CONFESSION
Creating and Renewing God: In this Lenten season, I need the opportunity to clear my
eyes of the glaze of indifference and apathy. Help me get my mind off my distractions,
obsessions and self pity so that I don't feel helpless. Help me to start over. Re-orient
my head and heart so that I may fill my whole self with life-affirming activities and
thoughts. May I be in right relationship with you and all your creation. May I find
courage and clarity to assist me in works of justice and compassion. Amen.

ASSURANCE

OF PARDON

Hear and believe the good news: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent and believe in the good news.” The one
seated at the right hand of God offers us forgiveness of sins and fullness
of grace.

PASSING

THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us also forgive one another.
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE "If Today You Hear the Voice of God”

Ed Buldoc

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, in rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season and circumstance,
we need your sustaining word. By the power of your Holy Spirit, proclaim the good news
among us today so that we may see anew how the kingdom has come near; in Jesus Christ
your Son, our Savior. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 9:8-17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This
is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is
with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is
seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah,
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on
the earth.’

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.’
SERMON
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

John Rawlings

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life. Thank you for ministering to us
through angels seen and unseen in times that test us. Thank you for claiming us as a people
beloved forever.
Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you in our brightest joys and deepest
needs. We rejoice when dark clouds of trouble are overtaken by the light of your presence
and new possibilities, when things settle down after a time of tossing about, when the great
storm is over, and when the promise of resurrection life takes hold in us with sure and certain
hope.

Hear our prayers, we ask, for the deep needs of the world. In places of violence and warfare,
give us the courage to lay down our weapons of death and promote life and well-being
instead. Gracious God, in rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season and
circumstance, we need your sustaining word.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, proclaim the good news among us today so that we may
repent and believe and see anew how the time is fulfilled and the kingdom has come near; in
Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior. Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION
Because we believe that in Jesus Christ, God’s time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has
come near, we respond in tangible ways. By doing acts of justice and compassion and by
sharing our resources, we bear witness to the good news of the gospel. The offering is
received in gratitude to God.
OFFERTORY

#518 "Your Only Son" (Lamb of God)
(music found at the end of the bulletin)

LAMB OF GOD

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of steadfast love and faithfulness, we are humbled as we try to do what is right and to
walk in your ways. Receive, we ask, these offerings, and use them for your own good
purposes in the church and in all creation. We pray in Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN #670

"Lift Your Hearts to the Holy One"

Paul Tate

CHARGE
As Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, so we will spend forty days in this season of
Lent. Consider, children of the covenant, the faithfulness of God, and what it means to be
baptized into Christ. Live each day proclaiming the good news, in word and deed, that God is
with us and the kingdom is near.

BENEDICTION

May the God of covenant faithfulness enfold you; the beloved Son encourage you; and the
Holy Spirit descend upon you in blessing; this day and forever.
POSTLUDE

“Lift Your Hearts to the Holy One”
Worship Band

Paul Tate

Worship Notes

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012
Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018
Abingdon Press from The Abingdon Worship Annual © 2015
Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ
Special thanks to Josh Zumwinkel and Allison Byrne for operating the live-stream cameras.
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February 21, 2021 Announcements
Drive-Thru Donations - Hygiene Collection & Recycling
Sunday, February 21st
The Drive-Thru collection for our hygiene collection and recyclables has been rescheduled for today,
February 21st, noon-2:00pm outside of the Hale Entrance. Collection bins remain inside the Hale
Entrance for those who would prefer to drop their donations off. The church doors are open MondayThursday, 9:00am-3:00pm and donations will be accepted through February 28th.
We are collecting hygiene items for new immigrant K-8 students at the Nahed Chapman New
American Academy.
Items they need include:
deodorant
shampoo

period supplies
toothbrushes/toothpaste

soap
hand sanitizer

Environmental Stewardship will be joining the Mission drive thru collection on February 21st to
enable people to drop off recyclables and reusable items for Urban Sprouts.
Recyclables include:
batteries
eyeglasses
electric cords

cell phones/chargers
hearing aids
candles

Items for Urban Sprouts include
washers
bolts
wood frames
buttons
thimbles
wood scraps
thread/ribbon spools
cabinet/drawer knobs.

corks
printer cartridges

napkin rings
bracelets
embroidery rings

Join us in a Lenten Journey - The Path from Lament to Hope
Prayer Stations
The installation of the Lent Prayer Stations has been delayed due to snow. Hopefully we’ll be
able to open the stations in a week or so. Watch for updates!
We invite you to visit the church building once, weekly or daily to engage in outdoor Lenten prayer
stations. The three prayer stations, located in front of the church, will be open Ash Wednesday
through Holy Week. The Memorial Garden will also be open for quiet contemplation and prayer.
Each station is child-friendly. If you prefer to experience these at home, you may find them at
wgpc.org/lent-prayer-stations.
Worship Services:
Palm Sunday, March 28th, 9:30am
Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 7:00pm
Good Friday, April 2nd, 7:00pm
Easter Sunday, April 4th, 9:30am

Lamenting Toward Hope - A Biblical Journey
Sunday mornings, February 21 - March 28, 10:45am on Zoom
In a broken and hurting world, our faith calls us to honestly see the pain and trouble in our own lives
and in the life of our community. Scripture offers us the path of lament – naming what we see and
feel, and trusting that God can make all things new. This six-week series, facilitated by Rev. Susan
Andrews, will define the power of lament, and engage participants in a dialogue with scripture and
the current landscape of our lives. Biblical passages will be supported by interpretations from
contemporary music, the writings of Walter Brueggemann, Anne Weems, and P. Lynn Miller.
February 21 – Lament as Spiritual Practice
February 28 – Lamenting for Life
March 7 – Lamenting Together
March 14 – Lamenting for Shalom
March 21 – Lamenting with God
March 28 – Lamenting Toward Hope
Register at wgpc.org/get-involved or email Susan Andrews at sra@wgpc.org with questions. The
Zoom link will be provided at the bottom of the Friday Flash each week.

ECC Fundraiser at
The Parkmoor
Tuesday, February 23rd ,
11:00am-8:00pm
Support the WGPC Early
Childhood Center by feasting on
great food from a local restaurant!
On Tuesday, February 23rd, 20%
of your dine-in, curbside pickup or
delivery goes back to the school
when you present this flyer.
TheParkmoor.com 314-938-5554

A Letter from the Reopening Task Force
Dear Friends in Christ,
Webster Groves Presbyterian Church plans to reopen soon with one service of worship at 9:30
a.m. in the sanctuary. Please refer to the Friday Flash and the website for the specific date when inperson worship will begin.
The reopening will be a welcome event for many of us who long to worship together. Our primary
concern is for the safety of all.
For those who prefer to worship in the safety of their home, we will continue to provide the live
stream worship service on the “Online Worship” page of our website at WGPC.org. We understand
your concern and respect your decision; the Church gathers in worship in many places and ways!

The committee planning the reopening of the church has formed the following procedures to help
people worship safely. Please take note of these procedures before attending worship:
Sign up to attend
To meet the recommendations of St. Louis County for the number of people allowed in the building,
those who plan to attend church on any given Sunday should register in advance. A Sign Up Genius
registration will be online and a link to it will be in the Friday Flash. You also may register by calling
the church office (314-962-9210 ext. 3202). Some seats will be reserved for members who do not
use the Internet and people who may walk in from the community. Everyone who enters the building
for worship will be asked to sign in.
Masks
For the sake of all, those planning to attend church must be symptom free and have not had contact
with a person with COVID-19 for at least 14 days. Masks are required. Worship leaders will wear
masks except when speaking.
Entering and Leaving the Church
Use the Memorial Garden door and the Hale entrance for entering and exiting the church. As you
enter or exit, please practice social distancing allowing at least six feet between you and other people in the congregation. At each doorway, Greeters will check names off the registration sheet. If you
have not pre-registered, you will be asked to complete a registration form. Greeters will practice social distancing – providing guidance and information but not shaking hands.

Please use the hand sanitizer available at each entrance when entering and leaving.
Those entering from the parking lot through the Memorial Garden door should come into the sanctuary through the back door, down the outside aisle and fill the church from front to back. Every other
pew will be marked to ensure social distancing.
We encourage those with mobility issues to use the Memorial Garden door to avoid the elevator.
Those entering through the Hale entrance (under the atrium) should come in the pastor’s door, travel
down the outside aisle and fill the church from the back to front. Ushers will be present to guide worshippers as needed.

When the worship service is over, the congregation will be dismissed by rows through the same
doors they came in. Although we have deeply missed worshiping together, we urge those in attendance to avoid gathering for conversation inside the building! Weather permitting, you may chat in
the parking lot with masks on and observing social distancing recommendations.
Worship
The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed to help keep each other safe.
During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or
hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of
peace. We encourage creativity!
For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed
during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give
in person.
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is typically held on the second Sunday of the month. We are
working to create safe ways for us to share this important ritual. Stay tuned!
For a baptism, please make an appointment to discuss the event with a pastor.
Please bring your Bible. For the time being we will be removing materials from the pews.
The following activities and programs remained closed: Fellowship Hour, Children’s and Adult Library, Christian Education, Nursery, Pray Ground, and activity bags for older children. Families are invited to bring their own quiet activities for use in the pews.
Greeters, ushers, liturgists and staff will be trained for their roles. Our custodial staff is working to ensure our church is clean and ready.
We look forward to seeing you, worshipping with you and being God’s holy church in person and
online! If you have any questions about attending worship or the procedures as outlined in this letter,
call one of the pastors or Betsy Wacker.
Peace and good health to you and your families!
The Reopening Task Force

