WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service for the Lord’s Day
February 7, 2021
9:30 a.m.
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“Suite Antique”
I. Preamble
II. Pastorale
Shawn Portell, organ

David Kimball

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE(
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of
witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Deb Grossman, Liturgist

Have we not known? Have we not heard?
Has it not been told to us since the beginning?
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;

they shall walk and not faint.
HYMN 410

“God is Calling Through the Whisper”
(Music at the end of bulletin.)
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CALL TO CONFESSION
We fool ourselves if we think
that our ways are hidden from God.
Therefore let us confess our sin,
trusting in the mercy of God our Maker.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God our Creator, we confess
that we are broken, sinful creatures.
We trust in our own power
when you promise to be our strength.
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we exploit the poor and weak

when you promise them salvation.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Teach us to rely on you alone
and to give ourselves freely for others
for the sake of your good news;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Praise the Lord!
Our God heals the brokenhearted
and binds up our wounds.
God takes pleasure in those
who place their trust in God’s grace.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
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“Jesus, Savior, Lord, Now to You I Come”
(Music at the end of the bulletin.)

SARANAM

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Deb Grossman, Liturgist

Holy God, speak to us
what has been told from the beginning,
your Word that is the foundation of the world. Amen

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE
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Isaiah 40:21-31

Pew Bible, pg. 668

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
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It is he who sits above the cir3

cle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like

a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to naught, and makes
the rulers of the earth as nothing.
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Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has

their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the
tempest carries them off like stubble. 25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my
equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who
brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in
strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.
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Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my

right is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;
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but those who

wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE
29

Mark 1:29-39

Pew Bible, pg. 35

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with

James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him
about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left
her, and she began to serve them.
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That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with de-

mons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were
sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons
to speak, because they knew him. 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and

went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.
for him.
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And Simon and his companions hunted

37

When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He an-

swered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
SERMON (Pulpit)

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
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~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of the universe,
you sit above the circle of the earth,
and so we pray for the oceans and mountains,
inland water and the air we breathe.
Save and protect them, we pray.
Since the beginning of our faith,
we have looked to you to gather the outcasts,
heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds.
So we pray for the poor of the world,
the sick and the lonely.
God, you build up Jerusalem,
and so we pray for our country,
for all the countries of the world,

and for all of our leaders.
May we all come to see that your delight
is not in the strength of the military
but in those who hope in your steadfast love.
How good it is to sing praises to you, O God.
We pray for your church,
here and around the world.
Empower us to go from town to town,
proclaiming the message of Christ.
Everlasting God, Creator of the ends of the earth,
we bless you, for you are gracious.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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OFFERING INVITATION
Let us give thanks to God
by giving our tithes and offerings.
OFFERTORY

“On Eagles Wings”
Chancel Choir

Michael Joncas/ arr. Mark Hayes

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of His hand.

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in His shadow for life,
Say ti the Lord: “My refuge, my Rock in whom I trust!”
The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear;
Under his wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield.
You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.
For to His angels He’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways;
Upon their hands they will bear you us, lest you dash your foot against a stone.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We sing to you, God, with thanksgiving,
making melody to you with our praise.
Use these gifts to spread your gospel near and far,
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN 19

“ God of Great and God of Small”
GOD OF GREAT AND GOD OF SMALL
(Music is at the end of the bulletin.)

CHARGE
Go forth in the name of the Lord.
This is God’s charge:
to trust in Jesus Christ
and to love one another as He commanded. Amen.
BENEDICTION
The blessing of the holy, triune God—
who was and is and is to come—
first and last,
beginning and end,
Alpha and Omega—

be with you now and always.
Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

“Suite Antique”
III. Quodibet

David Kimball

Shawn Portell, organ
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WORD OF WELCOME
The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed
to keep all safe.
For the sake of all attending worship, masks are required while in worship.
During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or
hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of
peace. We encourage creativity!
For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed
during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give in
person.
If you have any questions about the procedures as outlined, please see one of the pastors or Betsy
Wacker.

MINISTRY STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III

efc@wgpc.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla

hmd@wgpc.org

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings

jdrtsn@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell

spp@wgpc.org

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland

pdc@wgpc.org

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas

brk@wgpc.org

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo

tar@wgpc.org

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer

jls@wgpc.org

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons

jlk@wgpc.org

Senior Staff Assistant:

open

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers

chb@wgpc.org

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan

(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

45 West Lockwood Avenue

www.wgpc.org

Webster Groves, MO 63119

314-962-9210
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UPCOMING EVENTS

KNITTERS NEEDED!!
The Gathering Task Force is making Prayer Squares for Easter. Each square takes only two hours
to knot. If you would like to help with this activity, please email Lynne Rapp at
kaye1039@yahoo.com or call 314-265-1997.

FILM CLUB
Join the Social Advocacy Film Club via Zoom on Wednesday, February 10th at 7:00pm to discuss
the film “Gospel and Guns: How Religion and Gun Law Intertwine in America. This short documentary will provide interesting food for thought prior to the following week’s Education Hour on February 14th with a representative from Moms Demand Action about advocating for sensible gun laws.
The Zoom link is available in the Friday Flash.
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The Black Tax:
The Cost of Being Black in America
Thur., Mar. 4 & Thur., Apr. 8
The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy invites you to two special events with author, Shawn Rochester to discuss his book, The Black Tax: The Cost of Being Black in America. Rochester, a former
corporate development, and global strategy executive quantifies the fiscal impact of the detrimental
tax Black Americans pay in the auto, housing, online, job, and lending markets. The book examines the staggering financial cost from emancipation to the present day to answer the question of
how, after 400 years, more than 40 million African Americans own only 2% of U.S. wealth. More
than simply identifying the problem, Rochester lays out an empowerment plan to create muchneeded jobs and businesses in the Black community. The first online session will meet on Thursday, March 4 and the second session is on Thursday, April 8. Both meetings will begin at 6:30 PM
CST. There is no cost to attend, but advance registration is required. Advance reading of the book
is highly encouraged, but it is not required. Please go to www.glpby.org for more information and
to reserve your spot.
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