WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
Second Sunday of Advent ⬧ December 5, 2021 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live Our
Christ’s
love, welcome all people, and
Mission:
joyfully serve
WeGod.
seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“Appassionata”
Ely Ringers

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
L: A voice cries out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
A choir sings in the silence,
“Come, Emmanuel.”
Every valley shall be filled.
Every heart shall be made whole,
for peace is stronger than turmoil,
and love is louder than hate.
As we light our second Advent candle,
P: we pray for the holy peace of God.
L: Come now, O Child of Mary.
P: Come now, O Prince of Peace.
🕈 OPENING HYMN

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appears.

LB

Michael W. Joy
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
Harriet Hall and John Hughes

arr. David Chrowder

Continued >>
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Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by Thine advent here.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight. (refrain)
O come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
and be Thyself our King of Peace. (refrain)
O come, O come, Emmanuel
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appears. (refrain)
🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: Our rightness before God
depends not on us
but on the work and pleasure
of the Lord of Hosts.
Through Christ
we are refined and purified
like silver.
Before our redeeming God
we offer our lives
and confess our sin.
We have all sinned, not one of us is clean;
but there is mercy for those
who call on the name of the Lord.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Rev. Susan Andrews

🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Cleansing God,
we hear the call to repentance,
but we struggle to respond.
A voice tells us to turn around,
but we prefer our own ways.
Continued >>
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You seek to purify us in love,
but we constantly elude your searching hand.
Our sin leads us in other directions,
away from you, away from life.
Look with mercy upon us.
Clear a place within us
so that something new might be born,
something that might return us
to the way you have shown us in Jesus Christ.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Every valley is lifted up; every mountain, made low.
Now the glory of the Lord is revealed,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
P: Thanks be to God.
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
P: And also with you.
RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE #585

“Glory to God”

MACHU-PICHU
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Proclaiming God’s Word
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: God of hope, who never lets us go,
draw near to us in these ancient words.
By your Holy Spirit
may we be filled, lifted up, and leveled
as you prepare in our hearts
the path of your coming. Amen.

Harriet Hall

SCRIPTURE READING

Harriet Hall

Malachi 3:1-4
Pew Bible pgs. 889-890

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing
to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 3:1-6
Pew Bible pg. 60

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
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Responding to God’s Word
COLLECT JOYS & CONCERNS
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
L: All things in heaven and earth belong to God,
who is coming in glory to reveal a new creation.
Let us offer our lives to the Lord.
OFFERTORY HYMN

Rev. Susan Andrews

“Alleluia! Hurry, The Lord is Near”
Worship Band

Ernest Sands

Eucharist
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
P: We lift them to the Lord.

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel and Rev. Susan Andrews

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
L: How can we thank you, O God?
for sun and moon and stars; for breath and life and all things good;
for your steadfast promise and your faithful love;
for the day that is surely coming when all things will be made new.
With saints, with angels, and with the whole creation,
we join the ancient and eternal hymn:
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We give you thanks, Holy God, for Jesus,
who came to be your living Word,
to baptize us with Spirit and fire,
to feed the hungry, to humble the mighty,
and to announce the good news of your coming realm.
With thanksgiving, we remember how,
when the hour had come,
Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles.
He said to them, I will not eat this Passover again
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.
Then Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
After supper, he took a cup, saying,
This cup that is poured out for you
is the new covenant in my blood.
I will not drink of the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God comes.
With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you,
sharing this holy meal,
remembering Christ’s dying and rising,
and praying: Come, Lord Jesus!

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us—
this bread, this cup, these people—
Christ’s body and blood,
given in love for the world. Continued >>
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Make us one in the Spirit,
one in the church,
and one with Christ our Lord.
Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people,
serving our neighbors, worshiping you alone.
(JOYS & CONCERNS)
Keep us in the peace of Christ
until you gather us at your table in glory.
Even now, a voice is crying in the wilderness:
prepare the way of the Lord!
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
now and forever.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
L: Jesus said: Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
CONCLUDING PRAYER
L: God our hope, we give you thanks
that you have given us this foretaste
of the justice, righteousness, and peace
of your promised new creation.
Strengthen us with this heavenly food
as we seek to serve your holy realm.
Lead us to live in joyful expectation
of the coming again in glory
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Sending
CLOSING HYMN #107

“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
(see music in back of bulletin)

REJOICE, REJOICE

CHARGE
L: Go now,
sharing the light of Christ with others
as you walk on the path of peace.
BENEDICTION
L: By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those
who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
POSTLUDE

"Oh Come, Oh Come, Emanuel"
Shawn Portell, organ

Robert Powell
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of our
ushers will be happy to assist you.

Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Greeters: Linda and Tom McNeely
Usher: Freda Cook, Ken and Maryann Wallace, Bob
and Judy Weng
Liturgist: Harriet Hall and John Hughes
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob Meyer,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Online Worship
Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org)
Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation
in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.

•
•

Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 1 © 2012
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
(c) 914-815-6507 sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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December 5, 2021 Announcements
Music in Great Place:
Festival of Lessons and Carols
"What Sweeter Music" - Mark Hayes
December 19, 2021, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service
“What Sweeter
Music” is a
sumptuous feast of
fifteen English,
German and
French carols plus
several new songs
from the pen of one
of this generation’s
master composers,
Mark Hayes. The
Combined singers from WGPC Chancel
joyous Opening
Choir, Glendale Presbyterian Church,
friends and members of St. Louis Metro
Medley sets the
Singers with guest orchestra.
stage for the many
exceptional moments to come, from the powerful
setting of the Magnificat for soprano solo to the
charming Cradle Medley. As we share the beloved
Christmas story in song, you may join the choirs to
sing in several of the carols as printed in the bulletin.

Deadline is Today for Poinsettia Orders!
You can order pointsettias ($10 each) at wgpc.org >
click “Give” at the top of screen > scroll down and
click blue “Give” box > then enter an amount, select a
fund (Flowers), and type in
“Homebound” or “Sanctuary” in the
optional memo box. (You can also type
in a name if you would like the flowers
to be in honor of someone.) Enter your
email and click “Continue” to finish the transaction.
Sanctuary flowers may be picked up after Christmas
Eve services or on Sunday, December 26, before noon.

Upcoming
Christmas
Upcoming
Christmas
Dates
December 5:

Dates

Communion Service
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
December 7: Christmas Luncheon
December 12: Christmas Pageant
Youth Holiday Party (5:00-6:30 p.m.)
December 19: Lessons & Carols
December 24: Christmas Eve Services
(4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.)

Help Grant Holiday Wishes for
Our Neighbors Through Our Giving Tree
Thanks to all who supported the sign-up option for
giving presents this past week! Two more options for
helping those in need served by our partner agencies
remain:
1. Shopping for items
including pajamas, coats,
socks, and underwear for
kids 3-10 for the Foster &
Adoptive Care Collation and
new towels, pillows, and
comforters (twin or queen)
for Home Sweet Home.
Please deliver unwrapped
gifts to the Giving Tree in
the main hallway by Wednesday, December 22.
2. Making a cash donation to support scholarships
for students in Plan Grande 2 (Nicaragua), gift cards
for neighbors served by Webster-Rock Hill Ministries,
comforters for those served by EnergyCare, and
additional items needed by Beyond Housing,
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services, and the
agencies listed in #1 above. Checks can be made out to
WGPC with “Giving Tree” and the name of the agency
on the memo line. Gifts can also be made online by
visiting wgpc.org/give and selecting “Giving Tree” in
the drop-down box and noting “Giving Tree” and the
preferred agency in the memo box. Cash donations
will be accepted through Thursday, December 30.

December Menu for Give-A-Meal-A-Month
Collected Throughout December
Every month, WGPC members and friends are invited
to give a meal to our neighbors in need across St.
Louis. Yellow bags for assembling the meals are in
the main hallway on the table near the library. The
bags can be returned to the pantry cabinet in
Fellowship Hall anytime this
month. The menu is:
• Canned Beef Stew
• Canned Peas – no or low salt
• Canned Mixed Fruit – lite or in
fruit juice
• Box of au gratin potatoes
• Hot chocolate
• Additional Needs: Baby foods
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Ingathering Update!

WGPC will be closed:
Tuesday, December 14 (at noon)
Friday, December 24
Monday, December 27
Friday, December 31
Monday, January 3

62%
2022 Campaign
Goal:

$1,067,868

Raised
to date:

$677,215

Remaining
to goal:

$400,653

Join the Crowd!
There’s Still Time for your 2022 Pledge!
The Stewardship Commission is pleased to report that
about 36 percent of our church families so far have
sent in their pledges for 2022. And just over half of
them have increased their planned donations
compared to this year. But we’re still seeking pledges
from almost two-thirds of our church families which
will be needed to meet our planned budget needs for
2022. Your contributions are WGPC’s primary source
of money to pay for our staff and our activities,
including church operations and missions. Please
prayfully consider what you can give to help our
church continue to move forward. If
you haven't already, please drop off,
mail, use our website at wgpc.org,
or scan the QR code to deliver your
financial pledge for 2022. Thank
you for your generosity!

Stay Connected!
Sign up for our Emailed Friday Flash
at wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with access to
direct links for sign-ups and other resources.

Prayground Reopens!
WGPC welcomes children of all ages in worship. After
consulting with parents of young children, we have
decided to reopen the Prayground located at the front
of the Sanctuary near the ramp on the right. It
contains pillows, drawing paper, and books for young
children to quietly enjoy during worship. Since it has
been awhile since the Prayground has been open, here
is a quick reminder of our guidelines:
• Children can come and go
throughout the service as we
understand it is hard to be still
for so long. We encourage
children to walk and not run in
order to move quietly.
• Children can read or draw
pictures as they absorb the liturgy taking place
around them as we worship together.
• So other worshippers can hear properly, we ask
that talking be minimal and kept to a
whisper. That's hard sometimes, so having a
parent seated in the pews closest to the Prayground
to help remind our children that this is quiet time
is appreciated.
The Prayground is something we have offered for
several years before the pandemic and was very
successful. We are glad to be reopening the
Prayground as a way to welcome our children into the
spiritual practice of worshipping God.
We Have Welcome Bags!
As you welcome visitors here at church, please share
our welcome bags with them. And, if you have a new
family in your neighborhood or new
friends looking for a church home,
please drop one of these bags off with
them. Look for the red bags by the
Lockwood doors, the parking lot
doors, and in the main hall. At the
main hall Welcome Station, you'll
also find additional information
about things going on in the church, so you can
customize the welcome bag based on visitors' and new
neighbors' interests.
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Holiday Light Recycling

Advent Book Study and Sharing
Sundays, TODAY through December 19
10:50 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
in the Church Parlor and on Zoom
In this season of preparing for the coming of Christ,
you are invited to join with others in a devotional
study of daily essays and poems facilitated by Jeff
Buck. These readings (40 in all!) are collected in a
book entitled Watch for the Light – Readings for
Advent and Christmas which can be
purchased in the church office for $10
or ordered from Amazon. Writers
include Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Dorothy
Day, Martin Luther, and Síren
Kierkegaard, and many selections
have a strong social justice focus.
Participants are encouraged to gather
each Sunday in person or by Zoom to
discuss the week's readings and their impact on
"holiday preparations.”

Ongoing Study Groups
• Wednesday Evening Book Study (3rd Wednesday of
each month) at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Contact: Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.
• Thursday Disciple Bible Study at 10:00-11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and on Zoom. Contact: Diane
McCullough at dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.
• Men's Bible Study. Every other Thursday at 7:00
a.m. Contact: Frank Bloemke at 314-962-0584.

Now Through January 8
Get rid of those burned-out bulbs in
an eco-friendly way! Bring them to
the recycling bin marked for this purpose
outside the Hale entrance.
Tell your friends and neighbors, too.

Masks in Worship
Children in our congregation five years and up have
just been cleared to be vaccinated, but it will take
some time for them to get appointments. There are
also some immunocompromised individuals who are
unable to be vaccinated. For the sake of these in our
church family we are at this time, asking all
vaccinated and unvaccinated worshipers to
please wear a mask during worship and as you move
around the church. We ask you to also remain
"socially distanced.” While the risk remains relatively
low for vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to
take to express our love for one another. Thank you
for your kindness, understanding, and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to
be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
Please submit bulletin announcements by the end
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday
to Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org.

Children’s Classes
Sundays, 10:50-11:45 a.m.
Drop-off and Pick-up in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade can participate in a
weekly rotation of classes to Praise, Explore, Grow, and
Serve. Contact: Cherstin Byers at chb@wgpc.org.

Youth Classes
Sunday evenings, Youth Lounge
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics Middle School Fellowship
• 5:00-7:00 p.m. Agape High School Fellowship
• 5:00-5:30 p.m. Family meal for all youth
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