WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
Christmas Eve ⬧ December 24, 2021 ⬧ 4:00 p.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live Our
Christ’s
love, welcome all people, and
Mission:
joyfully serve
WeGod.
seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to
pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent
wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness
into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for
Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and
remembering the promises of God with prayer.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
L: “Good news of great joy,”
the angel said,
“for to you a savior is born.”
“Peace on earth,”
the choir sang,
“for God reigns in the highest.”
“Follow me,”
the star beckoned,
“For Hope was born in Bethlehem.”
L: As we light the Christ candle,
P: we watch for the Christmas story around us.
L: Emmanuel has come and is coming.
P: Come, all ye faithful, and worship God.
LB
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🕈 HYMN #133

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(see music in back of bulletin)

ADESTE FIDELES

LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS
L: Let us rise in body or spirit.
The grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: For a child has been born for us,
a Son has been given to us.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: To us is born in the city of David
a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: And the Word became flesh
and lived among us.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: Christ is born! Give him Glory!
Christ has come down from heaven! Receive him!
Christ is now on earth! Exalt him!
O earth, sing to the Lord!
O you nations, praise him in joy,
for he has been glorified!
P: Amen!
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RESPONSE OF PRAISE

“Gloria”

GLORIA

 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: The holy child of Bethlehem came to cast out sin
and to bring to us the gift of salvation.
Let us open our hearts to receive
what God seeks to give.
🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Holy God, you have come among us in Jesus Christ,
hallowing our humanity and embodying love.
We confess that we have turned
from the path Jesus has marked,
failing to claim all you intend for us,
withholding love from our neighbors and ourselves.
Forgive us.
Be born anew in us, that our lives might reflect Christ’s radiant light.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Peace on earth, mercy mild.
God and sinners reconciled.
This is good news!
P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
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🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
P: And also with you.
HYMN #119

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
(see music in back of bulletin)

MENDELSSOHN

Proclaiming for God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Holy God, let your Spirit now move in us,
to turn us away from the temporary
and move us to your eternal love
made visible in Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 2:1-20

Pew Bible pg. 58

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!’
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9Then

15 When

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Continued >>
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17When

they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
SERMON
HYMN #147
Stanzas 1, 2, and 6

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
“The First Nowell”
(see music in back of bulletin)

THE FIRST NOWELL

Responding to God’s Word
OFFERING INVITATION
L: The grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all.
Jesus Christ has shown us how to live:
loving God and neighbor,
sharing what we have,
engaging in acts of mercy and justice.
As we celebrate his birth,
and wait in hope for his coming again,
let us bring the offerings of our lives before him.
ANTHEM

“Greensleeves”

Richard Purvis

Eucharist
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
L: A child is born for us in Bethlehem,
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger;
P: and he will be our Shepherd,
feeding his flock in the strength of the Lord.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
P: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. Continued >>
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L: It is good to give you thanks,
O God, source of abundant life.
In Jesus is your eternal Word,
the reflection of your glory.
In him you have become one with us
that we might become one with you.

L: Thank you for Jesus,
who proclaimed your dream of peace.
He gave himself for our weary world,
accepting death so that we might live
and setting us free for love.
Remembering his death and resurrection,
and longing for his coming in glory,
we offer you these gifts of bread and wine
and our lives in thanks and praise.

6

L: Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Pour out your Spirit upon us,
that we might be a people of grace and truth,
bearing good news of joy in every season.
Then bring us at the last with Mary and Joseph and all your saints
to that vision of eternal splendor for which you have created us.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, O God,
in songs of everlasting praise. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
L: We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this in remembrance of me.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
CONCLUDING PRAYER
L: Holy and astounding God,
at this table, in this meal,
we have been met by Christ –
the reflection your glory,
the imprint of your being. Continued >>
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L: As we go from this place
may our lives be a joyful song,
proclaiming the good news
of your righteousness and peace
for all the world. Amen.

Bearers of the Light
Please light your candle from your neighbor’s lit candle,
then pass the light to the person sitting next to you.
HYMN #122

“Silent Night”
(see music in back of bulletin)

STILLE NACHT

MOMENT OF QUIET REFLECTION
HYMN #134

“Joy to the World”
(see music in back of bulletin)

ANTIOCH

Sending
CHARGE
L: Go into the night,
glorifying and praising God for all you have seen
and heard.
BENEDICTION
L: May Christ be your light,
this night and forevermore.
POSTLUDE

In Dulci Jubilo”
Shawn Portell, organ

J.S. Bach
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.

Worship Notes
Chancel Flowers
The large red poinsettias on the Chancel are
given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of her husband, her parents, and her son-in-law,
the gift of Edie Curtis.
Online Worship
Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org)
Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s
participation in the Scripture Conversation
indicates implied parental consent to be
recorded.
Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting
on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies
for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012
• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting
on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies
for Year B, Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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2021 Christmas Pointsettias
Donor
Holly Egley
Dave Fleisher
Mary Kinsley
Robinson Family
Sue Shapleigh
Gina Duncan Smutz
Howard and Carol Watkins

In Memoriam
Mary Anne Sheffler and John Egley
Carol Fleisher
Eleanor Joy Booth
Noble Robinson, Mickey and Tom Nash
Jim Shapleigh and Pat Harrington
Joycelynn Smutz and Carroll Duncan
Howard and Winnie Watkins, Bill and Betty Raack

Donor
Julie Burchett
Freda Cook
Gina Duncan Smutz
Gina Duncan Smutz

In Honor Of
Enid Barnes
Rena and Clyde Hale
Bob Smutz, Teenie Followell
Gifts of Life from God - Mark, Darcy, Taylor, Maggie,
Noah, Sophie, Jacob, Sarah, George, and Violet

And thank you to all others who contributed flowers for our services and the homebound.
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Stanzas 1, 2, and 6

Continued >>
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For You to Color!
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