WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service for the Lord’s Day
READINGS AND CAROLS
December 20, 2020
9:30 a.m.
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.
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Service for the Lord’s Day
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Advent (“arrival”) is a time of preparation for the joyous festival of Christmas. There is, too, in Advent, the
anticipation of Christ’s final return. For the early church, the focus during Advent was one of penitence,
but today the season focuses on reflection, meditation, and the hope that Christ’s return to the world will
usher in a new age of peace and justice. We light candles to mark our weeks of waiting, and to remember
the promises of God spoken throughout history. While the liturgical color of the season is traditionally
purple, both a royal color and one of penitence, many traditions have also used blue, a color suggesting
the dark night sky and anticipating the dawn of a new day in Christ.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“Savior of the Nations, Come”

arr. John Behnke

Ely Ringers
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of
witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader 1:
All:
Leader 1:

O Lord Jesus, you are WISDOM:
Savior of the nations, come
Come, and teach us.

Leader 2:
All:
Leader 2:

O Lord Jesus, you are RULER:
Savior of the nations, come
Guide us with your mighty arm.

Leader 1:
All:
Leader 1:

O Lord Jesus, you are the BRANCH OF JESSE:
Savior of the nations, come
Renew our faith in your promises.

Leader 2:
All:
Leader 2:

O Lord Jesus, you are the KEY OF HEAVEN:
Savior of the nations, come
Open our heart to receive you.

Leader 1:
All:
Leader 1:

O Lord Jesus, you are the DAYSPRING:
Savior of the nations, come
Shine into the darkness of our lives.

Liturgists
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Leader 2:
All:
Leader 2:

O Lord Jesus, you are the KING:
Savior of the nations, come
Make us one family in your name.

Leader 1:
All:
Leader 1:

O Lord Jesus, you are EMMANUEL:
Savior of the nations, come
Be with us now and evermore. Amen.

(An adaption by Kay Klinkenberg of “The O Antiphons”)
HYMN

“Savior of the Nations, Come”

NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND
Arr. Michael Burkhardt

(Music at the end of the bulletin.)
Reading:

“A Woman’s Passionate Song”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…
This song of Mary is the oldest Advent hymn.
It is at once
the most passionate,
the wildest,
and one might even say,
the most revolutionary Advent hymn ever sung.
This is not the gentle, tender, dreamy Mary
whom we sometimes see in paintings;
this is the passionate, surrendered, proud, enthusiastic Mary
who speaks out here.
This song has none of the sweet, nostalgic, or even playful tones
of some of our Christmas carols.
It is, instead, a hard, strong, inexorable song
about collapsing thrones and humbled lords of this world,
about the power of God and the powerlessness of humankind.
These are the tones of the women prophets of the Old Testament
that now come to life in Mary’s mouth.
Anthem:

“Magnificat anima mea Dominum”
Chancel Choir

Taylor Scott Davis

(translation) My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior. For he has
regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed. For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name.
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Reading:

“Startled by a Holy Humming”

Thomas H. Troeger

Startled by a holy humming
drumming in her heart and ear,
Mary heard an angel coming,
Gabriel was drawing near.
From the loud though soundless beating
of the flashing, unseen wings
pulsed the words of sacred greeting:
she would bear the king of kings.
Troubled by the angel’s blessing
Mary asked how it could be.
In a way she was confessing
all that doubt can never see:
how the flesh is filled with spirit,
how the heart can beat with love,
how another heart can hear it,
how this comes from God above.
Tending to the voice of heaven
Mary’s doubts began to fade
while her faith like rising leaven
grew until she gladly prayed:
“May it be as God has spoken,
may it be as I have heard,
may God’s will be never broken,
may I live by God’s own word.”
Startled, troubled, then believing
Mary’s vision opened wide.
She by faith began perceiving
life and truth from heaven’s side.
Lord, may we at last like Mary
catch the slant of heaven’s light
piercing through the doubts
that bury hope and grace from human sight.
Anthem:

“Shall I Rejoice for Christ in Me”
Chancel Choir/Cherstin Byers, soloist

Taylor Scott Davis
text: Terry York

(Text) Shall I rejoice for Christ in me, the first of such to say? All that this child shall ever say or be
now lives and grows in me. Shall I rejoice for Christ in me, his name forever mine? I yield to him my
life’s identity; Christ lives and grows in me. Shall I rejoice for Christ in me, both glory and disgrace?
My song shall be both Joy and agony; Christ lives and grows in me. Shall I rejoice for Christ in me,
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as clouds and shadows rise? I ponder scenes that I don’t want to see. Christ lives and grows in me.

Reading:

“Celebrating Advent”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Mary, grasped and seized by the Spirit,
Speaks for God’s coming into the world,
Of the advent of Jesus Christ.
For she knows better than anyone else what it means to wait for Christ.
She waits for him in a way unlike anyone else.
She awaits him as his mother.
She knows about the mystery of his coming,
about the Spirit that is at play here,
about the almighty God who works wonders.
She experiences in her own body
that God’s ways with humans are wonderful,
that God isn’t bound by human standards,
that God doesn’t follow the path that humans like to lay out
that God’s way is
beyond all understanding,
beyond all proof,
free, and
with a mind of its own.

Hymn:

“He Comes to Us as One Unknown”

REPTON
Arr. Michael Burkhardt

(music at the end of the bulletin)

Reading:

“Come Singing, Come Singing”

Solo:
Choir:
Leader 1:
Leader 2:

Come singing, come singing:
God is love no limit bounds.
Set ringing, set ringing
All the world with joyful sounds.

Leader 1:
Leader 2:

Blend your adoration
With your neighbor’s caroling

Leader 1:
Leader 2:

All in God’s creation
Have a song of praise to sing.

Choir:

What the ancient prophets dreamed, now at last will appear:
God will come to cut a path through our thickest fears.

Thomas H. Troeger
Adapted – S. Portell
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Joy will rise from a world that’s lost, bruised, sad, torn:
Joy because God’s son, the savior Christ will be born.
Solo:
Choir:
Leader 1:
Leader 2:

Come bringing, come bringing
Songs of thanks that love abounds.
Love’s springing, love’s springing,
Blooming in unlikely grounds.

Leader 1:
Leader 2:

Every race and nation:
Sing with joy for all God’s done,

Leader 1:
Leader 2:
Leader 1:

For your liberation
From the tangles you have spun.
Save us, save us, David’s son!

Choir:

What the ancient prophets dreamed, now at last will appear:
God will come to cut a path through our thickest fears.
Joy will rise from a world that’s lost, bruised, sad, torn:
Joy because God’s son, the savior Christ will be born.

Anthem:

“Et misericordia ejus a progenie”
Chancel Choir

Taylor Scott Davis

(Translation) And his mercy is on them who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud, even the arrogant of heart.
Sermon:

Reading:

Luke 1:46-55

“Those Who Go to the Manger”

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

If God chooses Mary as his instrument,
if God wants to come into this world in the manger at Bethlehem.
that is no idyllic family affair,
but the beginning of a complete turnaround,
a reordering of everything on this earth.
If we wish to take part in this Advent and Christmas event,
then we cannot simply be bystanders or onlookers,
as if we were at the theater, enjoying all the cheerful images.
No, we ourselves are swept up into the action there,
into this conversation of all things.
We have to play our part too on this stage,
For the spectator is already an actor.
We cannot withdraw.
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What part, then, do we play?
Pious shepherd, on bended knee?
Kings who come bearing gifts?
What sort of play is this,
where Mary becomes the mother of God?
Where God enters the world in the lowliness of the manger?
The judgement of the world and its redemption –
that is taking place here.
And the Christ child in the manger is himself the one
who pronounces the judgement and redemption of the world.

He repels the great and the powerful.
He puts down the mighty from their thrones.
He humbles the arrogant,
His arm overpowers all the proud and the strong,
He raises what is lowly and makes it great and splendid in his
compassion.
Therefore, we cannot approach his manger
as if it were the cradle of any other child.
Those who wish to come to his manger
find that something is happening within them.

Anthem:

“Deposuit potentes de sede”
Chancel Choir

Taylor Scott Davis

(Translation) He has deposed the mighty from their seats, and exalted the humble. The hungry he
has filled with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy. As it was spoken to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever.

Reading:

“Sing with Gabriel the Greeting”

Choir:

Sing with Gabriel the greeting:
“Hail, O Mary, favored one!”
Seek her guidance in completing
All you promised to her son.

Leader:

Strong enough to question angels
yet compliant to God’s way,
now she reigns above archangels
and now she hears us when we pray:

Thomas H. Troeger
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As you tended Christ our brother
from the manger to the cross,
keep us faithful, Holy Mother,
through temptation, joy and loss.
Choir:

Sing with Gabriel the greeting:
“Hail, O Mary, favored one!”
Seek her guidance in completing
All you promised to her son.

Carol:

“Hark! The Herald, Angels Sing”
(music at the back of the bulletin)

MENDELSSOHN
arr. Michael Burkhardt

Silence for Meditation:
Anthem:

Reading:

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Ely Ringers
“In the Babble of a Baby”

arr. John Behnke

Thomas H. Troeger

In the babble of a baby
hear life’s fundamental prayer:
Abba, Abba, Abba
We are trusting in your care.
Like a mother, like a father
God is parent of us all.
Abba, Abba, Abba
hears and answers when we call.
Anthem:

“Gloria Patri”
Chancel Choir/Diane Watson, solo

Taylor Scott Davis

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen!
Carol:

Charge:

“Joy to the World”
(music at the end of the bulletin)
“God of Gabriel”

ANTIOCH
arr. Michael Burkhardt
Thomas H. Troeger

God of Gabriel,
of birth and life,
Hear our prayer:
Like Mary,
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make us bold
to question angels.
Like Mary,
help us pray:
Your word be done.
Like Mary,
stir our hearts
To ponder what you do.
Like Mary,
prepare us for
the birth of Christ.

Benediction:
Magnify the Lord and rejoice,
for nothing is impossible with God.
And the blessing of God,
who creates, redeems, and restores,
be with you now and always.
Postlude:

“Ding Dong Merrily on High”
Shawn Portell, organ

arr. Jeffrey Perks

Additional Worship Participants
JeeHye Lee, piano
Amy Camie, harp
David Michelson, percussion
Ted Cronbaugh, organ
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WORD OF WELCOME
The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed to keep all safe.
For the sake of all attending worship, masks are required while in worship.
During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or
hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of
peace. We encourage creativity!
For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed
during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give
in person.

If you have any questions about the procedures as outlined, please see one of the pastors or Betsy
Wacker.

MINISTRY STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III

efc@wgpc.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla

hmd@wgpc.org

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings

jdrtsn@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell

spp@wgpc.org

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh

ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland

pdc@wgpc.org

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas

brk@wgpc.org

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo

tar@wgpc.org

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer

jls@wgpc.org

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons

jlk@wgpc.org

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton

vph@wgpc.org

Educational Ministries Assistant, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers
chb@wgpc.org
Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan

45 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119

(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

www.wgpc.org
314-962-9210
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UPCOMING EVENTS
LESSONS AND CAROLS - TODAY DURING MORNING WORSHIP
The Magnificat test is rich and historic, and though it’s an unwritten rule, it seems each composer
gets one chance to declare what they believe the text means to them. Is it possible to capture the
sound of Mary going from typical teenage child to God’s chosen one? Is it possible to spend five
movements cycling through all of the emotions the story elicits? What helps narrate and what seems
overly dramatic? Taylor Scott Davis has wrapped joy, honor and bewilderment into this stirring new
setting of Mary’s song. Join us in this festive service of choral music and Advent/Christmas carols.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
Today we are collecting the Christmas Joy Offering, which is a special collection of the PC(USA).
This offering provides much-needed assistance to PC(USA) church workers and their families, and
also supports Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and colleges, which enable students to develop their gifts and find their calling. Donations to this special offering may be made by check, or on
the wgpc.org website by selecting “PCUSA Special Offering” in the drop down box and indicating
“Joy Offering” in the memo.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE—DECEMBER 24 5:00PM ONLINE WORSHIP
The first Christmas Eve took place at home, with only family and pets around. This year, we’re returning to our roots. Worship with us from your home on Christmas Eve as we welcome the infnt
Christ with your candlelight and music.

CHURCH BUILDING CLOSED
Please be mindful that the church is closed on the following dates during this holiday season so that
staff can enjoy this time in reflection and with their families.
Thursday, December 24th
Friday, December 25th
Thursday, December 31st
Friday, January 1st
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RECURRING EVENTS
GIVING TREE
Our Giving Tree is wrapping up and we are grateful for the many ways in which our members have
helped us support our neighbors. If you purchased an item to donate, please return it to the bin in
the main church hallway by Monday afternoon. if you world like to make a donation you can do so
by check (indicating “Giving Tree” n the memo), or on the church website by December 30th. Thank
you!

FAITHFUL, HOPEFUL, LOVING
The Faithful Hopeful Loving campaign is currently at $820,324 which is 77% of our goal. If you
haven’t had a chance to send yours in yet, please mail your card to the church, pledge using the
website, or contact Jan Scheurer at 314-962-9210 ext. 3206 with any questions.
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