WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org
Fourth Sunday of Advent ⬧ December 19, 2021 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission: We seek to live Our
Christ’s
love, welcome all people, and
Mission:
joyfully serve
WeGod.
seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to
pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent
wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness
into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for
Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world; lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and
remembering the promises of God with prayer.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“Ding Dong Merrily on High”
Shawn Portell

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

arr. Jeff Perks
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

🕈 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
L: Isaiah spoke to a people called chosen,
to a tribe called Israel, with a light of hope.
Gabriel came to a town called Nazareth,
to a girl called Mary, with a light of joy.
Mary went to a place called Bethlehem,
to a stable called a nursery,
with a light of love.
As we light our third Advent candle,
P: we rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh.
L: Come now, O Child of Mary.
P: Come now, O Prince of Love.
LB
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🕈 HYMN #106
OPENING MEDLEY

“Prepare the Way, O Zion”
(see music in back of bulletin)
“What Sweeter Music”

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

Hayes

“What Sweeter Music Can We Bring”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“I Saw Three Ships”
“Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day”
Chancel Choir
LESSON
ANTHEM

“Promise of Peace”
“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”

CALL TO CONFESSION
L: In our waiting and preparation,
we come to rest, again, at the foot of the cross.
Even in this season of anticipation,
we see the fullness of God’s promised redemption
in the waters of baptism.
As those who are fully known and redeemed,
we confess our sin before God and one another.

Hayes
Rev. Jay Summerville

🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: O God, giver of all good gifts,
we come before you as children
in need of your wisdom and grace.
Our fears and our hopes are braided together
in the rhythm of daily life.
Our visions of the future depend on our own
hands and ability.
Our expectations remain reasonable
and within our control.
Break into this tangle of fear and hope,
bringing peace to our souls.
Break into our vision of the future,
returning us to your hands.
Break into our expectations,
awakening us with curiosity and wonder;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Christ’s coming is certain.
God’s promise is true.
Trust in the transformational power of God’s forgiveness
and receive the gift of God’s love.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
P: Thanks be to God.
🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
P: And also with you.
HYMN #103

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”
(see music in back of bulletin)

O-SO-SO

LESSON
ANTHEM

“Song of Mary”
Carol Ault, solo

Hayes

“Cradle Medley”
“Still, Still, Still”
“Away in a Manager”

Hayes

LESSON
ANTHEM

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes;
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
“What Sweeter Music Can We Bring?”
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”
“Silent Night”
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace
sleep in heavenly peace.
Continued >>
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Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
L: Beloved in Christ, it is our duty and delight
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels,
and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem,
and see this thing which has come to pass,
and the babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us hear again from the holy scriptures
the tale of the loving purposes of God
from the first days of our sin
until the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child;
and let us make this house of prayer
glad with our carols of praise.
But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus’ heart,
let us pray to him for the needs of the whole world,
and all his people;
for peace upon the earth he came to save;
for love and unity within the one Church he did build;
for goodwill among all peoples.
And particularly at this time, let us remember
the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed;
the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved;
the aged and the little children;
(JOYS & CONCERNS)
and all who do not know the Lord Jesus, or do not love him,
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember all those who rejoice with us,
but upon another shore and in a greater light,
that multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one.

Continued >>
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L: These prayers and praises
let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven,
in the words that Christ himself has taught us:
P: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
🕈 CAROL #128

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
(see music in back of bulletin)

W ŻŁOBIE LEZY

LESSON
ANTHEM

“Song of the Angels”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Hayes

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsi Deo!
“Hark, The Herald Angels Sing”
“The First Nowell”
The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell
born is the king of Israel.
ANTHEM

“O Holy Night”

Hayes

LESSON
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ANTHEM

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
All join at:

Hayes

Star of wonder, star of night,
star of royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!

LESSON
CLOSING MEDLEY

“What Sweeter Music Can We Bring”
“Good Christians All, Rejoice”

Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice!
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today.
Ox and ass before Him before Him bow, and He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
“Joy to The World”
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King;
let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing
and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness,
and wonders of His love, and wonders of His love,
and wonders, wonders of His love.
“O Come All Ye Faithful”
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come, ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
O sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

6

Sending
CHARGE
L: Go now,
sharing the light of Christ with others
as you walk on the path of peace.
BENEDICTION:
L: By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those
who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
POSTLUDE

“Joy to the World”
Shawn Portell, organ

Rev. Jay Summerville

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

arr. Anon.
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“What Sweeter Music”
Festival of Lessons & Carols
This morning we welcome all to our annual Festival of Lessons & Carols with music from the WGPC
Chancel Choir, our guest orchestra, choir members from Glendale Presbyterian Church, St. Louis
Metro Singers, and friends.
As Music Director/Organist at WGPC, one of the annual highlights to which I look forward is the
church’s Festival of Lessons and Carols. It remains a special privilege each year to assemble the
readings, prayers, and music to help retell the story of Jesus’ birth. The voices of Old Testament
prophets, the Angel Gabriel, Mary, and Gospel authors join together to unfold an elegant narrative
pointing to the great mystery of the Incarnation. The interspersed music helps reflect, emphasize, and
in some cases foreshadow the various readings.
“What Sweeter Music” is a sumptuous feast of fifteen English, German and French carols plus several
new songs from the pen of one of this generation’s master composers, Mark Hayes. The joyous
Opening Medley sets the stage for the many exceptional moments to come, from the powerful new
setting of the Magnificent for soprano solo to the charming Cradle Medley. An accomplished musical
dramatist, Mark provides sensitive underscoring to continue the musical flow between movements
with meaningful Biblical and poetic narrative.
—Shawn Portell, Director of Music Ministries/Organist
Narrators
Leslie McCormick
Van Roudebush

Orchestra
Violin I – Tova Braitberg
Violin II – Deberah Haferkamp
Viola – Joshua Rockers
Cello –Beverly Field

Flute – Ann Dolan
Oboe/English Horn – Jan Parkes
Percussion – David Michelson
Piano – Mary Hitchcock-Reinhart
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of our
ushers will be happy to assist you.

Worship Notes

Those Who Serve Today
Rev. Jay Summerville, Glendale Presbyterian Church
Greeters: Leah Ann and Dave Fleisher
Usher: Sudie Schickedanz, Sam Stoll, Kin Watkins,
Betsy Wacker
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob Meyer,
Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker
Office Volunteer: Leigh Porter
Chancel Flowers
The large red poinsettias on the Chancel are given to
the Glory of God and in loving memory of her husband,
her parents, and her son-in-law, the gift of Edie Curtis.
Online Worship
Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org)
Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation
in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.

•
•

Resources
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are
provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 1 © 2012
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B,
Volume 2 © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews
(c) 914-815-6507 sra@wgpc.org
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn Portell
(ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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December 19, 2021 Announcements
Festival of Lessons and Carols

Ingathering Update!

"What Sweeter Music" - Mark Hayes
Today, the WGPC Chancel Choir is
honored to join choir members from
Glendale Presbyterian Church, St.
Louis Metro Singers, guest orchestra
musicians, and friends in our Festival
of Lessons and Carols. Thank you to
all our participants.

Deacons’ Reception is Today!

2022 Campaign

Join us for fellowship after the
traditional Lessons and Carols.
Cookies and punch will be
served in Fellowship Hall!

Goal:

Helping Our Neighbors
Through the Giving Tree
There are two easy options to support our program:
1. Shop for items including pajamas, coats, socks,
and underwear for kids 3-10 for
the Foster & Adoptive Care
Collation and new towels, pillows,
and comforters (twin or queen)
for Home Sweet Home. Please
deliver unwrapped gifts to the
Giving Tree in the main hallway
by Wednesday, December 22.
2. Making a cash donation to support scholarships
for students in Plan Grande 2 (Nicaragua), gift cards
for neighbors served by Webster-Rock Hill Ministries,
comforters for those served by EnergyCare, and
additional items needed by Beyond Housing,
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services, and the
agencies listed in #1 above. Checks can be made out to
WGPC with “Giving Tree” and the name of the agency
on the memo line. Gifts can also be made online by
visiting wgpc.org/give and selecting “Giving Tree” in
the drop-down box and noting “Giving Tree” and the
preferred agency in the memo box. Cash donations
will be accepted through Thursday, December 30.

Upcoming
Christmas
Upcoming
Christmas
Dates

77%

Dates

December 22: Unwrapped presents due at the
Giving Tree in the main hallway
December 24: Christmas Eve Services
(4:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.)
December 30: Donations due for
The Giving Tree agencies

$1,067,868

Raised
to date:

$820,965

Remaining
to goal:

$246,903

Great News! Pledges Continue to Pour In!
The Stewardship Commission already has reached
just over 77 percent of our pledge goal for 2022, which
is necessary to fund our budget. So far, 44 percent of
our church families have pledged their money to help
our church pay for our activities, missions, and our
staff. If you have pledged, we offer our sincere thanks!
If you haven’t pledged yet, please prayerfully consider
doing so before the end of December. Reminder calls
will be made this week. You can
pledge by dropping off, mailing,
using our website at wgpc.org, or
scanning the QR code to deliver your
financial pledge for 2022. Thank you
for your generosity!

December Menu for Give-A-Meal-A-Month
Collected Throughout December
Every month, WGPC members and friends are invited
to give a meal to our neighbors in need across
St. Louis. Yellow bags for assembling the meals are in
the main hallway on the table near the library. The
bags can be returned to the pantry cabinet in
Fellowship Hall anytime this month. The menu is:
• Canned beef stew
• Canned peas – no or low salt
• Canned mixed fruit – lite or in
fruit juice
• Box of au gratin potatoes
• Hot chocolate
• Additional needs: baby food
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WGPC will be closed:
Friday, December 24
Monday, December 27
Friday, December 31
Monday, January 3

We Have Welcome Bags!
Advent Book Study and Sharing
Last meeting TODAY
10:50 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
in the Church Parlor and on Zoom
Join us in reflections and a discussion facilitated by
Jeff Buck based on readings from the book Watch for
the Light – Readings for Advent and Christmas.
Participants may gather in person or by Zoom.

Ongoing Study Groups
• Wednesday Evening Book Study (3rd Wednesday of
each month) at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Contact: Betsy
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net.
• Thursday Disciple Bible Study at 10:00-11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and on Zoom. Contact: Diane
McCullough at dmccpae@sbcglobal.net.
• Men's Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. every other
Thursday. Contact: Frank Bloemke at 314-9620584.

No Sunday School and
Youth Classes Today

Assisting Tornado Victims
If you would like to contribute to the relief effort for
those impacted by the multi-state tornados and
storms that occurred on December 10,
please consider donating to the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance fund.
Gifts can be made online at
pcusa.org/DT21 or by phone at
800-872-3283.

Stay Connected!
Sign up for our Emailed Friday Flash
at wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with access to
direct links for sign-ups and other resources.

As you welcome visitors here at church, please share
our welcome bags with them. And, if you have a new
family in your neighborhood or new friends looking
for a church home, please drop
one of these bags off with them.
Look for the red bags by the
Lockwood doors, the parking lot
doors, and in the main hall. At
the main hall Welcome Station,
you'll also find additional
information about things going
Welcome
on in the church, so you can
!
customize the welcome bag
based on visitors' and new
neighbors' interests.

Prayground Reopens!
WGPC welcomes children of all ages in worship. After
consulting with parents of young children, we have
decided to reopen the Prayground located at the front
of the Sanctuary near the ramp on the right. It
contains pillows, drawing paper, and books for young
children to quietly enjoy during worship. Since it has
been awhile since the Prayground has been open, here
is a quick reminder of our guidelines:
• Children can come and go
throughout the service as we
understand it is hard to be still
for so long. We encourage
children to walk and not run in
order to move quietly.
• Children can read or draw
pictures as they absorb the liturgy taking place
around them as we worship together.
• So other worshippers can hear properly, we ask
that talking be minimal and kept to a
whisper. That's hard sometimes, so having a
parent seated in the pews closest to the Prayground
to help remind our children that this is quiet time
is appreciated.
The Prayground is something we have offered for
several years before the pandemic and was very
successful. We are glad to be reopening the
Prayground as a way to welcome our children into the
spiritual practice of worshipping God.
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Holiday Light Recycling
Now Through January 8
Get rid of those burned-out bulbs in
an eco-friendly way! Bring them to
the recycling bin marked for this purpose
outside the Hale entrance.
Tell your friends and neighbors, too.

Masks in Worship
Children in our congregation five years and up have
just been cleared to be vaccinated, but it will take
some time for them to get appointments. There are
also some immunocompromised individuals who are
unable to be vaccinated. For the sake of these in our
church family we are at this time, asking all
vaccinated and unvaccinated worshipers to
please wear a mask during worship and as you move
around the church. We ask you to also remain
"socially distanced.” While the risk remains relatively
low for vaccinated individuals, we believe making this
sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to
take to express our love for one another. Thank you
for your kindness, understanding, and patience.
Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to
be vaccinated so we can get back to normal!
Thank you. – Pastor Ed
Please submit bulletin announcements by the end
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday
to Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org.
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For You to Color!
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