WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service for the Lord’s Day
December 6, 2020
9:30 a.m.
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.
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Service for the Lord’s Day
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Advent (“arrival”) is a time of preparation for the joyous festival of Christmas. There is, too, in Advent, the
anticipation of Christ’s final return. For the early church, the focus during Advent was one of penitence,
but today the season focuses on reflection, meditation, and the hope that Christ’s return to the world will
usher in a new age of peace and justice. We light candles to mark our weeks of waiting, and to remember
the promises of God spoken throughout history. While the liturgical color of the season is traditionally
purple, both a royal color and one of penitence, many traditions have also used blue, a color suggesting
the dark night sky and anticipating the dawn of a new day in Christ.

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~
PRELUDE

“If Jesus is Come”

Tice/Morris

If Jesus is come, let warfare be ended. If Jesus is come, let violence cease.
If Jesus is come, let earth begin healing, for he is Messiah, the Prince of Peace.
If Jesus is come, the poor are called blessed. If Jesus is come, the rich have been cursed.
If Jesus is come, the meek will inherit, the weak will be stung, and the last be first.
If Jesus is come, let no one go hungry. If Jesus is come, let no one be ill.
If Jesus is come and still dwells among us, then we have been summoned to seek God’s will.
If Jesus is come, find homes for the homeless, if Jesus is come call enemies “friend”.
If Jesus is come let no one be outcast for all of God’s people are ours to tend.
If Jesus is come, what tongue can describe it? If Jesus is come, then all things are new.
If Jesus is come, the Spirit will guide us: for if we believe, then there’s work to do.

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of
witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Bob & Judy Weng; The Mabie Family, Liturgists

Reader 1-

We are in the deepest blue of nighttime, waiting--anxiously, expectantly--for the dawn.

Reader 2-

God has promised that a new day is coming.

Reader 3-

Prepare the way of the Lord! In the desert make a path for God!

Reader 4-

People of God, be at peace: God has promised that a new day is coming!
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Reader 5-

Today, we light this candle of peace as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Reader 6-

We light this candle in many places, aching to be together.

Reader 1-

We light this candle, holding fast to the peace we find in God and the promise that
Christ is on the way.

All-

We praise you, O God of new beginnings, for turning despair into peace.
We praise you, O God, for bringing cosmos out of chaos.
We praise you, O God, for bringing light out of night.

Reader 2-

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

HYMN

“Emmanuel”
Worship Band

Steve Angrisano

(Chorus) Come, come, Emmanuel! Son of God, appear.
Heaven and earth rejoice! Salvation is drawing near.
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the
Son of God appear.
(chorus)
O come, O Wisdom from on high who ordered all things mightily; To us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go

(chorus)
O come, O Rod of Jess’s stem; from ev’ry foe deliver them: that trust your mighty pow’r to save, and
give them victory o’er the grave.
(chorus)
O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind; Make all our sad divisions cease,
and be for us the King of Peace.
(chorus)
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to the, O Israel. Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to the, O Israel.
CALL TO CONFESSION
We have all sinned, not one of us is clean;
but there is mercy for those
who call on the name of the Lord.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God our Maker, we confess
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that we are not ready to meet you.

You call us to repent,
but we turn away from you.
You wait patiently for us,
but we fail to watch and wait for you.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Embrace us with tender mercy
so that we may be at one with you
when all your glory is revealed;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Every valley is lifted up; every mountain, made low.
Now the glory of the Lord is revealed,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May hope, peace, joy, and love be yours in abundance.
And may the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
and also with you.
RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

“Celtic Farewell”
Ely Ringers

Linda Lamb

~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Matt Putnam, Liturgist

Let us pray:
Holy God, our hope and strength,
by the power of your Spirit
prepare the way in our hearts
for the coming of your Word,
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so that we may see the glorious signs

of your promise fulfilled;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 40:1-11

Pew Bible, pg. 667

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s
hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What
shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are
grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O

Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is
your God!” 10See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him.
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He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will

gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE
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2 Peter 3:8-15a

Pew Bible, pg. 238

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years,

and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything
that is done on it will be disclosed. 11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way,
what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,

12

waiting for

and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze
and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?
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But, in accordance with his promise, we

wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
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Therefore, be5

loved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot

or blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~
50, 60 and 70+ YEAR MEMBER RECOGNITION
Martin Luther taught that one cannot be a Christian alone but is part of a community of believers.
Today we recognize those who have been serving Jesus Christ as members of Webster Groves
Presbyterian Church for 50 years, 60 years and 70 plus year as part of this community of believers.
Today we honor:

50 Years
Iris Grote
Karen Imse
Leslie Ann McCormick
Sandy Oliver
Doyle Wilhite
Carolyn Wilson

60 Years
Marion Cairns
Joseph O’Keefe
Sylvia Stoll
Sara Yates

70 Years
Edie Curtis- 87 years
Ann Withrow- 83 years
Virginia Strudell- 80 years
Bevie Straub- 75 years
Bob Smutz- 73 years
Gini Hille- 72 years
We also honor two people who have recently passed to new life, Dick Straub, 62 year member, and Virginia
Binzel, 73 year member.
We celebrate that each of you have been clothed with Christ in baptism. God is not finished with you
as part of the priesthood of all believers. Therefore, I ask you to continue to share in ministry and
service in this church and to reaffirm your commitment to your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Let us pray:
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Eternal God, look mercifully upon this church,
and upon all your servants, and particularly those whose service we recognize today.
We praise you for joys and accomplishments and for your grace which has nurtured and sustained
us.
Bind us ever closer to one another and draw us nearer to our Lord Jesus Christ,
that we may continue to minister in this community
with patience and love,
with wisdom and joy,
until we come at last with all the saints to the place you have prepared;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION

Matt Putnam, Liturgist

All things in heaven and earth belong to God,
who is coming in glory to reveal a new creation.
Let us offer our lives to the Lord.
OFFERTORY

“Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is Near”
Worship Band

Lee/Sands

Chorus: Alleluia! Hurry, the Lord is near. Alleluia, alleluia! Hurry, the Lord is near.
1. Sound the trumpet, the Lord is near; Hurry, the Lord is near. See, he come to save us all. Hurry,
the Lord is near.
Chorus
2. Earth has longed for his approach: Hurry, the Lord is near. Straighten the rod, smooth the path.
Hurry, the Lord is near.
Chorus
3. Go out to meet him, shout his name: Hurry, the Lord is near. His mighty kingdom shall never end.
Hurry, the Lord is near.

Chorus
4. He is the mighty one, he is the Word: Hurry, the Lord is near. God everlasting, Prince of Peace.
Hurry, the Lord is near.
Chorus
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~SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION~
INVITATION

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Hallelujah! The Lord our God the Almighty reigns!
Let us rejoice and exult and give God the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come.
Blessed are those who are invited
to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Leader:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is truly right and our greatest joy
to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe.
You formed us in your image
and set us in this world to love and serve you.
When we were captives in slavery,
you delivered us to freedom,
and made covenant to be our sovereign God.
When we were stubborn and stiff-necked,
you spoke to us through prophets
who looked for that day
when justice shall triumph
and peace shall reign over all the earth.
Therefore we praise you,
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joining our voices with the celestial choirs

and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:

You are holy, O God of majesty,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son.
You sent him into this world
to bring freedom of the captives of sin,
and to establish justice for the oppressed.
He came among us as one of us,
taking the lot of the poor,
sharing human suffering,
dying an unjust death.
We rejoice that in his dying and rising again,
you set before us the sure promise of new life,
the certain hope of a heavenly home
where we will sit at table with Christ our host.
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We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest

Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,
do this in remembrance of me.
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising,
as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you

to be a living and holy sacrifice,
dedicated to your service.

Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break
and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
that we may be one with all who share this feast,
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united in ministry in every place.

As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit
to bring good news to the poor
and loose the chains that bind.
Keep us faithful in your service
until Christ comes in final victory,

and we shall feast with all your saints
in the joy of your eternal realm.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
now and forever.

THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.
COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our hope, we give you thanks

that you have given us this foretaste
of the justice, righteousness, and peace
of your promised new creation.
Strengthen us with this heavenly food
as we seek to serve your holy realm.
Lead us to live in joyful expectation
of the coming again in glory
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
HYMN

“Come Thou Fount, Come Thou King”

Robinson/Miller

Come, Thou Fount of Every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise:
Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above:
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.
I was lost in utter darkness ‘til You came and rescued me:
I was bound by all my sin when Your love came and set me free;

Now my soul can sing a new song, now my heart has found a home:
Now Your grace is always with me, and I’ll never be alone.
Chorus: Come, Thou Fount, come Thou King,
Come Thou precious Prince of Peace;
Hear Your bride, to You we sing;
Come Thou Fount of our blessing. (repeat)
O to grace, how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be;
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to Thee;
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Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.
Chorus
CHARGE
Prepare the way of the Lord!
BENEDICTION
The blessing of God be with you,

the love of Jesus fill you,
and the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you,
now and forevermore.
POSTLUDE

“Come Thou Fount, Come Thou King”
Worship Band

Robinson/Miller
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WORD OF WELCOME
The worship service is a special time for all our members, but there are necessary changes designed to keep all safe.
For the sake of all attending worship, masks are required while in worship.
During the passing of the peace, congregants should not leave their pews or offer handshakes or
hugs. A smile and a nod or a friendly hello across the aisle can serve as a physically-distant sign of
peace. We encourage creativity!
For the offering, we encourage everyone to give their contribution online. No plate will be passed
during the service. Designated offering receptacles will be near sanctuary exits if you prefer to give
in person.

If you have any questions about the procedures as outlined, please see one of the pastors or Betsy
Wacker.

MINISTRY STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III

efc@wgpc.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla

hmd@wgpc.org

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings

jdrtsn@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell

spp@wgpc.org

Musician/Organist Assistant: Ted Cronbaugh

ted.cronbaugh@gmail.com

Interim Director of Youth and Family Services: Rev. Pat Cleeland

pdc@wgpc.org

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlaukas

brk@wgpc.org

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo

tar@wgpc.org

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer

jls@wgpc.org

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons

jlk@wgpc.org

Senior Staff Assistant: Valerie Hampton

vph@wgpc.org

Assistant for Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: Cherstin Byers

chb@wgpc.org

Custodial Supervisor: Pete Brennan

45 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119

(314) 962-9210 ext 3212

www.wgpc.org
314-962-9210
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UPCOMING EVENTS
A TWIST ON POINSETTIA ORDERING
Order by Sunday, December 6, 2021!
This year you have the option of ordering poinsettias for the sanctuary,
for your home, or for a WGPC member who is homebound.
The Gathering Task Force and Deacons have been working hard to
reach out to WGPC members who may be feeling disconnected. One
way they hope to connect with these friends this Christmas season is by
delivering poinsettias.
To order use the “Give” tab on the WGPC website, or refer to the link in
the Friday Flash.
If you’d like to order a poinsettia for a homebound member, select Homebound member in the memo box. If you’d like take it home, write “home”
in the . Poinsettias being taken home will be available in Fellowship Hall Saturday, December 12th
between 9am and noon.
To order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, order online using the memo “sanctuary”. You may
pick up your flowers Sunday, December 27th before noon. Any flowers remaining after that date will
be discarded.
All poinsettias are $10.00. Please contact Jamie Scott with any questions.
GIVING TREE DONATIONS
If you signed up to make a specific Giving Tree donation for Presbyterian Children’s Homes or Beyond Housing, please drop your gifts off by this Monday, December 7th.
SOCIAL ADVOCACY FILM CLUB DECEMBER 9TH AT 7PM
The Social Advocacy Film Club will discuss the film “Selma” on Wednesday, December 9 at 7pm.
This Oscar and Golden Globe nominated film covers Dr. Martin Luther King’s historic march to Selma, Alabama to bring attention to black voter suppression, culminating in the signing of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 by President Johnson. A rogerebert.com review states, “There’s a reason why
Ava DuVernay’s film is called “Selma” and not “King”. Like Spielberg’s “Lincoln”, “Selma”, is as much
about the procedures of political maneuvering, in fighting and bargaining as it is about the chief orchestrator of the resulting deals. “Selma” affords Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. the same human characteristics of humor, frustration, and exhaustion that “Lincoln” provided its President. This relatable humanity elevates King’s actions and his efforts. It inspires by suggesting that the reverence for Dr.
King was bestowed on a person no different than any of us. If he can provoke change, we have no
excuse not to as well.”
All congregation members are invited to view the film and join in the discussion. “Selma” is available
via several streaming services for a nominal rental fee. A Zoom link to the discussion will be shared
in the week prior to the discussion.
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BOY SCOUTS TROOP 300/ WARNERS’ WARM-UP COAT DRIVE through DECEMBER 12th

Boy Scout Troop 300 is collecting new or slightly used coats for the Kurt Warner Foundation to be
distributed to those in need this winter. Drop your coat off at the Hale Entrance by December 12th.
Check the Friday Flash on other ways to donate and home pickup!
EDUCATION HOUR WITH SENATOR SCOTT SIFTON
Join in the Education Hour Zoom on December 13th to hear Senator Scott Sifton discuss legislative
actions in 2020 and expectations for 2021, particularly as they relate to WGPC’s mission and advocacy priorities. Zoom information can be found in the Friday Flash.
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RECURRING EVENTS
FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE, SUNDAYS AT 9AM
Families with children from birth to age 10 are invited to join Pastor Hannah on
ZOOM at 9am every Sunday morning for the Prayground. We’ll sing, pray, and read a
Bible story together in this 15 minute family worship service. Zoom information on the
Friday Flash.
THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS: A WEBINAR FROM INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP OF
GREATER ST. LOUIS-MONDAYS AT 7PM
For our Fall Adult Education we will be joining this great opportunity to explore the religions of the
world with Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. Dr. David Oughton, president of the Board of
Interfaith Partnership and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University, will be
teaching a weekly fifteen part lecture series on the World’s Religions via Zoom. The course is free
and open to all, and participants are encouraged to come to as many or as few sessions as they are
able. If you have any questions about this programs, feel free to contact Interfaith Partnership.
Register here and let Pastor Hannah know once you’re registered.
NICARAGUA COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP—”Seguir Adelante—Go Forward!”
Our presbytery’s covenant relationship with the community of Plan Grande #2 Nicaragua has been
active for 20 years, Gracias a Dios! Despite economic downturns, political unrest, and social disruptions in both countries and the global impact of COVID-19, and we remain committed to our promises of mutual love and support. “Seguir Adelante—Go Forward!”
COVID-19 forced the cancelation of our annual fund-raising dinner, but the needs of 34 high schoolers and 7 college students have not stopped! WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE STUDENTS of Plan
Grande #2. We want to share their stories to engage and inspire you to “seguir Adelante—go Forward” - even in these challenging times. We hope to raise the funds necessary to provide the support they and their families need in order to continue focusing on education and their futures. Our
goal for the remainder of 2020 is $5000!
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