
 
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 

as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

🕈🕈 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 
 

Gathering for God’s Word 
 
PRELUDE  "Deux Noels"  Marcel Dupre 
 Shawn Portell, organ 
 
 "Angels' Canon"  arr. Michael Larsen 
 Amy Castagno and Becky Clausen, handbell duet   
 
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE  Matt Miller and Rev. Karen Blanchard 
  
🕈🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 148)  Janice Seele 

  L:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
   praise God in the heavens. 

  P:  Praise God, all the angels; all his host! 
   Praise God sun and moon; and all you shining stars! 

  L:  Praise God, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
   Let them praise the name of the Lord, for God commanded and they were created. 
   Mountains and all hills, fruit trees, and all cedars! 

  P:  Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
   Let them praise the name of the Lord! 

  L:  God’s glory is above earth and heaven. Let us praise the Lord! 
 
🕈🕈 OPENING HYMN #132 "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice"  IN DULCI JUBILO 

(see music in back of bulletin) 
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🕈🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION  
L:  Gracious God, 

it is all too easy for us to rush on to the next thing 
without allowing ourselves to contemplate more fully 
the meaning of this most holy season; 
for we know if we are honest 
we are all too ready to move on to the next thing. 
Let us together confess our sins trusting in your love and mercy. 

 
🕈🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

L:   Let us pray: 
P:  Gracious God, help us to linger in the whole of Christmas 

before rushing headlong into the new year. 
We have been so focused on the trappings of the holidays, 
that we did not fully ready our hearts. 

We turned away from the needs of others, 
ignored the broken places in our world in need of healing, 
and closed our hearts to fullness of the power 
and meaning of love made flesh and dwelling among us. 

 
Help us to slow down and linger, to truly listen to your Spirit, 
to be like Mary and ponder the meaning of the gift 
offered to us by the birth of this holy child, 
so that the power of your light and love may fully illumine our hearts. 

 
By your spirit lead us into the new year 
as those committed to bringing about glimpses of your kingdom 
especially for those who mourn, struggle or hunger in body or spirit. 
Challenge us to be sources of light and hope for them and one another. 
These things we ask in the name of your Son. Amen. 

 
🕈🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

L:  When we are in Christ, we become a new creation, 
the past is finished and gone  
and the future lies before us filled with new possibilities. 
Trust and believe in the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

P:  Alleluia, amen. 
 
🕈🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

L:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 
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🕈🕈 RESPONSE #121 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" ST LOUIS 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
Proclaiming God’s Word 

SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION  Matt Miller  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Janice Seele  
L:  Let us pray: 

Gracious God, 
your Word speaks to us throughout time 
and in this moment in time. 
Open our ears and hearts to hear your Word for us this day. 
May it challenge and enlighten us in our commitment 
to serve and to live as your faithful people. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Pew Bible pg. 692 

 Janice Seele  
10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will 
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

62For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see 
your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the 
mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:22-40 Pew Bible pg. 59 

 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”  Continued >> 
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25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was also a prophet, 
Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 

39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor 
of God was upon him. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON Rev. Karen Blanchard 

 
Responding to God’s Word 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

L:  We come together in the midst of the Christmas season 
 celebrating the coming of Emmanuel 

giving thanks for the wonder of him living among us fully 
human, yet fully divine. 
The one who would, through his life on earth,  
teach us to welcome the stranger, 
to strengthen the weak and to feed those who hunger among 
us, to be those who faithfully work for peace and justice. 
So as we continue our worship together, let us pray, 

P: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 
L:  Bring peace, O God, into the world you have made: 

the peace that passes understanding 
and the promise of your new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, saying: 

P:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING INVITATION  Janice Seele  

L: We are called to respond to the Word, 
 to give of ourselves, our hearts and our hands. 
 Let us at this time bring forth our offerings  
 in hope and in trust. Amen. 

 
OFFERING (For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made 

by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right) 
 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  "Joy to the World"   arr. Jeff Perks 
  Shawn Portell, organ 
 

🕈🕈 DOXOLOGY #607  "Praise God, From Whom all Blessings Flow"  OLD HUNDREDTH 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise Christ, all people here below;  
  Praise Holy Spirit, evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  
 
🕈🕈 PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Janice Seele  

L:   Let us pray: 
Holy God, we bring these our gifts before you, 
offerings brought in gratitude for all the blessings of life 
and in hope that they will bring about glimpses of your kingdom 
here and throughout the whole world. 
We ask these things in the name of your son, 
Emmanuel who is God with us, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sending 
🕈🕈 CLOSING HYMN #109  "Blest Be the God of Israel" MERLE’S TUNE 

(see music in back of bulletin) 

🕈🕈 CHARGE  
L:  We sing joy to the world 

celebrating that the Lord has come. 
In response, go forth into the world 
and be sources of God’s love and light, 
living your lives as if they really matter, 
because they really do! 

🕈🕈 BLESSING  
L:  And may the God of all creation  
 fill your hearts with the gifts of wholeness and hope, 

justice and joy,  
love and light, 
and may the peace, the shalom that passes all understanding,  
be with you now and in the days to come. 

 

POSTLUDE  "In Dulci Jubilo" J.S. Bach 
Shawn Portell, organ 

 
You are welcome to stay for the postlude, especially when we have musical guests. 

If you would like to respond at the end, please do so with an "Amen." 
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Welcome to WGPC 
 

• FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew. 
• ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of 

our ushers will be happy to assist you. 
• WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we 

encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and 
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors. 

 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
Liturgist: Janice Seele 
Greeters: Deni Fuller. Karen Schneider 
Ushering Team: Freda Cook, Margy Beggs-Irwin, 

George Irwin, Bob Weng 
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob 

Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Joey Stokes, and 
Dennis Wacker 

Office Assistance: Leigh Porter 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and 
video recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and 
YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 
Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded. 

 
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are 
provided by: Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 
© 2012; Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the 
Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 2 © 
2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of Common 
Worship © 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Staff 
314-962-9210 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III 
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan 
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507 
sra@wgpc.org 

Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett 
(c) 703-587-5003 
jamespoinsett@gmail.com 

Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings 
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Student Pastor: Matt Miller 
(c) 314-591-5838 
Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries: Shawn 
Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas 
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer 
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org 

Director of Welcome and Involvement: 
Michelle Lepak (ext. 3102) 
mml@wgpc.org 

Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons 
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer 
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh 
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek 
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries/Digital 
Communications: Cherstin Byers 
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org 

Nursery Caretaker: Anna Stokes 
Custodians: (ext. 3212) 

Pete Brennan (Supervisor) 
pjb@wgpc.org 

Pierre Campbell 
Ken Kastner 

mailto:efz@wgpc.org
mailto:sra@wgpc.org
mailto:sra@wgpc.org
mailto:jdrtsn@gmail.com
mailto:Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
mailto:spp@wgpc.org
mailto:bok@wgpc.org
mailto:jls@wgpc.org
mailto:jlk@wgpc.org
mailto:baf@wgpc.org
mailto:bag@wgpc.org
mailto:mks@wgpc.org
mailto:chb@wgpc.org
mailto:pjb@wgpc.org
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December 31, 2023 Announcements 

  WORSHIP  

Preaching Today . . . 
 

Rev. Karen Blanchard was born in New York City, 
raised in Connecticut, and attended the College of 
Wooster where she met her husband Scott Martin, a 
Webster native. She transferred her candidacy from 
Southern New England to the Webster Grove Session 
when they settled here in St. Louis where she served 
Second Pres, Pacific Presbyterian, and First Kirkwood. 
She retired from Kirkwood two years ago and has been 
attending here with her husband and son Jonathan. She 
also teaches WGPC's Disciples' Bible Study class. 

 
   

 

  FELLOWSHIP  

Epiphany Pot Luck Breakfast 
Next Sunday, January 7, 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Start 2024 off right! Join in the fun of an Epiphany 
Celebration potluck breakfast on Sunday, January 7, 
before Worship. After enjoying food and fellowship, 
head to the Sanctuary to celebrate the Magi visiting 
baby Jesus. Just like the Magi who brought gifts to 
Jesus, please consider bringing a gift (or donation) for 
our mission partner Home Sweet Home. New or gently- 
used utensils are perfect. Your gifts will be our table 
centerpieces. You can sign up to bring a potluck item by 
visiting wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP MISSION 

FELLOWSHIP 

 
The Nursery is closed today, 

but the Gathering Spot (former front office) 
offers a comfy place to step out with children 
and enjoy a live-stream of the worship service. 

 
 
 

The WGPC offices will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, January 1 and 

2, for the New Year's holiday. 

 

Bulletin and Friday Flash Deadlines 
Announcements for the bulletin and Friday Flash are 
limited to 150 words or less.  They are due by the end 
of Tuesday  prior to the desired Friday or Sunday. For 
the bulletin, email baf@wgpc.org.  For the Friday Flash, 
email chb@wgpc.org. If you'd like the announcement to 
appear in both, please email to both addresses. 
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Help Un-hang the Christmas Greens!  
Next Sunday, January 7, following Worship 
After our Epiphany Celebration potluck breakfast and 
9:30 a.m. Worship, the Christmas decorations in the 
Sanctuary and outside will be taken down.  If you have 
some time to spare, please stay a bit longer to help out. 

 
Keep St. Louisans Warm! 

Agape Needs Donations  
of Gloves, Hats, and Scarves  

by Friday, January 12 
This year’s Martin Luther King Day of Service project for 
our Agape youth is called "Keep St. Louis Warm" and 
involves collecting gloves, hats, and scarves for people 
who are unhoused to stay comfortable during our cold 
winter weather. Agape members will leave these items 
tied to posts and railings with a note stating: "I am not 
lost. If you are in need, please take me to keep warm." 
You can help with this project by donating adult-size 
mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats. Just place your 
donation in the bin marked for this purpose in the 
Mission Hub by Friday, January 12, at the latest.  They 
will be distributed on Sunday, January 14.  Thank you for 
helping our young people serve the community!  
 

Holiday Light Recycling 
Now through Monday, January 8 
There is a bin outside of the Hale Entrance where you can 
drop your burnt-out bulbs! Let neighbors and friends 
know and help keep these items out of our landfills.  
 

Calling all Unwanted 2024 Calendars 
If you've received a surplus of calendars for the new year 
that you do not need, bring them the Gathering Spot to 
share with church members who may need one.  There is 
a place marked on the counter where you can leave them 
(or help yourself to one)! 
 

Give-A-Meal-A-Month January Menu 
Help those served by Webster-Rock Hill Ministries by 
purchasing a bag of menu items and dropping it off in the 
Mission Hub. The GAMAM January menu is: canned 
pasta (ravioli, spaghetti with meatballs, etc.), canned 
mixed vegetables (low or no salt), canned peaches (lite or 
in juice), can of soup, and hot chocolate mix.  Additional 
needs: diapers, baby wipes, diaper rash ointment. 
 
 
 
 
There are no Faith Formation events for adults or youth 
through January 2, 2023. 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

https://wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/
mailto:baf@wgpc.org
mailto:chb@wgpc.org
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