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Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 

as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 
 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 

~ Gathering for God’s Word ~ 
 

PRELUDE  Trio and Scherzo on “Azmon” Mark B. Smith 

        Shawn Portell, organ 
 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE  
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Deb Grossman 
L: Let us stand . . .  

 Beloved, let us love one another. 

P: We love because God first loved us. 
 

 OPENING HYMN: #186 “Come Now, You Blessed, Eat at My Table” COME NOW, YOU BLESSED 

 (music found in back of the bulletin) 

 L:  Stanza 1 

 P: Stanzas 2-4.   

  

 CALL TO CONFESSION     

L: Let us confess our sins to the One who hears our voice  

 and is deeply moved by our distress. 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION      

L: Let us pray . . .  

P:  God of peace, we have rejected your redemption  

and forged our own way.  

We hang between heaven and earth, caught up  

in our own folly.  

We have held fast to falsehood, deceiving others and ourselves.  

We have sinned against you and done violence to others.  

Bitterness and wrath, anger and wrangling,  

slander and malice consume us.  

Evil runs rampant in our hearts.  

If you, O Lord, should mark our iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  

But there is forgiveness with you so that you may be revered. 

Our soul waits in hope for your word to redeem us  

so that we may begin anew, a new day with you.  Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

L: Do not fear, says the Lord, 

  for I have redeemed you. 

  I have called you by name; you are mine. 
 

  God is doing a great thing; now it springs forth! 

  By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Amen. 
 

HYMN: #791  “For You, My God, I Wait” SPRINGTIME 

  L: Stanza 1  L: Stanza 3 

  C: Stanza 2  P: Stanza 4 
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

P: And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE: #588 “Alleluia” JOYFUL ALLELUIA 

 (repeat at the hand motion of the cantor) 

~ Proclaiming God’s Word ~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Deb Grossman  

L:  Let us pray . . .  

 God of mercy, you promised never to break your covenant with us. 

 Amid all the changing words of our generation,  

 speak your eternal word that does not change. 

 Then may we respond to your gracious promises  

 with faithful and obedient lives;  

 through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

P: Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 130: 1-8 Pew Bible pgs. 573-574 
 

 1Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
 2Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
 3If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
 4But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
 5I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
 6my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who 

watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great 

power to redeem. 
 8It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 25: 31-46 Pew Bible pg. 29 

  Allison Byrne 

 
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 

throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep 

at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to 

those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 

the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 

give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, 

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 

and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

SERMON  Allison Byrne 
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HYMN:   Andante on “Azmon” Mark B. Smith 

   (Shawn Portell, organ) 

   
 

~ Responding to God’s Word ~ 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION Deb Grossman  

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 L: Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. 

  As beloved children, let us be imitators of God, 

  presenting our gifts as a fragrant offering and sacrifice, through Christ our Lord. 

  

OFFERTORY:              “The Servant Song” David Schwoebel 
Summer Choir/Jeff Ballard, solo 

 

Eucharist 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 L: Jesus said: I am the bread of life. 

  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

  and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you.  

P: And also with you.  

L: Lift up your hearts.  

P: We lift them to the Lord.  

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

  L: It is truly right and our greatest joy to praise you,  

O God, creator of the universe. 

In your wisdom, you made all things and sustain them by your power. 

You formed us in your image to love and serve you  

and to live in peace with your creation. 

When we rebelled against you, you did not abandon us, 

but sent prophets to call us back to your way.  

Then in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son 

 to redeem us and heal our brokenness. 
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Therefore we join our voices with the choirs of heaven  

and with all the faithful of every time and place who forever praise your name: 

 

  Holy God, we thank you for Jesus Christ, your Son. 

In Jesus, born of Mary, your Word became flesh  

and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

He lived as one of us, knowing joy and sorrow.  

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, welcomed sinners,  

and proclaimed good news to the poor.  

Dying on the cross, he gave himself for the life of the world.  

Rising from the grave, he won for us victory over death.  

Seated at your right hand, he reigns with you in glory  

and will come again to make all things new. 
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  Gracious God, 

  pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,  

that the bread we break and the cup we bless 

  may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ  

and with all who share this feast,  

united in ministry in every place. 

  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 

  send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

 

 (JOYS AND CONCERNS)  

 

 In union with your Church in heaven and on earth, 

we pray, O God, that you will fulfill your eternal purpose  

in us and in all the world. 

Keep us faithful in your service  

until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we shall feast with all your saints  

in the joy of your eternal realm. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  

now and forever.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 L: The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest,  

  took bread, and after giving thanks to God,  

  he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take, eat.  This is my body, given for you.   

  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

  In the same way he took the cup, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,  

  shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.   

  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
 

  Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord,  

  until he comes. 
 

 The gifts of God for the people of God. 

   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life. 

 As we have been served, help us to serve our neighbors. 

 As we have been fed, help us to feed all who are hungry. 

 As we have been loved, help us to love the world – 

 because in Christ Jesus you have loved us.  Amen. 
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~ Sending ~ 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #372  “O For a World” AZMON 
    (see music in back of bulletin) 
 

CHARGE    

L: Drawn by the Father, nourished by Christ,  

 and sealed by the Holy Spirit,  

 go now to imitate God’s love,  

 feeding the hungry, forgiving the hateful,  

 and spreading the fragrance of grace wherever there is need. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Coronation March” Kris Rizzotto 
    Shawn Portell, organ 
     

As you rest in the postlude, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you have met God here 

today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 L: The peace of God be in your hearts. 

  The grace of God be in your words. 

  The work of God be in your hands. 

  The joy of God be in your soul  

  and in the song that your life sings. 

  Be it so today and in all your days to come. 

 
Worship Notes 

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for 

Year B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018 

 

Those Who Serve Today 

Our Preacher: Allison Byrne has been attending Webster Groves Presbyterian Church since the age 

of 11 and became a member in 2018. Allison has served as the screen operator in the Informal Service, 

organized and cataloged the Children’s Library, and now participates in the Faith Formations 

Commission and the Tech Team operating the camera for Sunday morning services. This summer 

Allison has been working with Pastor Hannah as the Faith Formation Intern. She has engaged in 

numerous volunteering and outreach opportunities and researched a variety of social issues in the 

context of WGPC, all while exploring her own personal faith. Allison is headed to Arizona State 

University this fall where she will study chemistry and criminology in pursuit of becoming a forensic 

lab technician. Her ultimate goal is to improve the justice system and prevent wrongful convictions 

through better evidence analysis.  
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Ushers:  Dan Egley, Mike Kearney, Denise Thomas 

Liturgist: Deb Grossman      

Camera Operators: Tom McNeely, Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker 

 

Chancel Flowers 

The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor and memory of our parents and 

grandparents, the gift of Tim and Nancy Currinder. 

 

Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into the homes of those who are unable to worship 

with us in person, each of our worship services is live-streamed and video recorded for viewing on our 

website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 

Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  

 

Ministry Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel III  efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla  hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlauskas  bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer  baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries Asst, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: Pete Brennan (Supervisor), Pierre Campbell, Ken Kastner 314-962-9210 x3212 

  

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 

45 West Lockwood Avenue 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 

314-962-9210 

www.wgpc.org 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/wgpc.org
file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/www.wgpc.org
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August 8, 2021 Announcements 

 

August Film Club: 1965 Baldwin-Buckley Debate 

Tuesday, August 10, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

This Tuesday, the WGPC Advocacy Film Club will discuss a film on the debate that took place in 

Cambridge, England, in 1965 between James Baldwin and William F. Buckley, in response to the 

question, “Is the American Dream at the expense of the American 

Negro?” So timely and influential is the re-watching of this debate 

that Opera Theatre of St. Louis débuted a short two-man opera based 

upon the debate itself this summer. Numerous books and articles 

have also been written in recent years revisiting this famous and 

influential event including The Atlantic article, “The Famous 

Baldwin-Buckley Debate Still Matters Today.” Links to this article and the 1965 the debate between 

Baldwin and Buckley are available at wgpc.org/ministries/advocacy-team. See the Friday Flash for the 

Zoom link to Tuesday night's discussion. 

 

St. Louis Metro Singers Audition 

Tuesday, August 17, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Metro Singers, a nonprofit, volunteer, civic chorus directed by WGPC’s Shawn Portell, is 

moving its offices to WGPC and welcoming singers in all voice parts 

to audition. Just bring a selection of any type of music you’d like to 

sing to the upcoming audition. Group members will rehearse weekly 

on Tuesday nights at WGPC from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

We Bee-long Together Fair 

Sunday, August 22, 10:45 a.m. – noon 

The church is beginning to buzz again and in order to help members find where they want to bee this 

Fall, the Gathering Task Force is holding a We Bee-long Together Fair on the parking lot following the 

worship service on Sunday, August 22 (weather and COVID numbers permitting). 

Leaders of the various groups and activities will be on hand to let everyone know 

why they love what they do! If you have a sweet tooth while you peruse all the places 

can belong at WGPC, plans are in the works for Honey Bee Biscuits 

to munch on. There will also be a blessing of the backpacks and 

activities for children. Bee a part of this new bee-gining!  After all, we know the best 

place to bee is WGPC! For more information, contact Tracey Rapisardo at 314-962-

9210, ext. 3108, or by email at tar@wgpc.org. 

 

  

http://wgpc.org/ministries/advocacy-team
mailto:tar@wgpc.org
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WGPC Gentle Yoga:  Thursdays in August, 10:00-10:45 a.m. 

Marlene McCarthy, a Yoga Alliance certified yoga teacher and grandmother to Charlie, Nora, and Teddy 

Ringkamp, will be offering a Gentle Yoga class on Thursday mornings in August from 10-10:45am.  All 

are welcome! Marlene says, “I offer yoga classes to quiet your mind, strengthen your 

body, and renew your spirit. Yoga is a holistic approach to a healthy life – physical, 

mental, and spiritual.  I will offer a 45-minute gentle yoga class for four weeks this 

August and will adapt the poses based on your needs.  I look forward to our time 

together.” 

 

Part-Time Teacher’s Aide Needed 

The Webster Groves Presbyterian Church ECC is looking for a part-time teacher’s aide in 

the Little Learners classroom (ages 1-3). Hours are Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 

noon.  No experience necessary but must love kids!  If interested, please reach out to 

Amanda at 917-312-7075 or ecc@wgpc.org. 

 

Masks in Worship 

The CDC guidelines have been updated to reflect new data on the Delta variant of the coronavirus.  Data 

suggests the variant is more potent and more contagious than the Alpha variant and now much more 

common.  COVID cases are rising and the positivity rate has increased in our area.  Children in our 

congregation 12 and under as well as some immunocompromised individuals are unable to be 

vaccinated.  For the sake of these in our church family, we are at this time asking all vaccinated and 

unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask during worship and as you move around the 

church.  We ask you to also remain "socially distanced.”   While the risk remains relatively low for 

vaccinated individuals, we believe making this sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to 

take to express our love for one another.  Thank you for your kindness, understanding and 

patience.   Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to be vaccinated so we can get back to 

normal!   
 

Thank you.   
 

Pastor Ed 

 

 

mailto:ecc@wgpc.org

