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           Service for the Lord’s Day 

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 

PRELUDE    “Just A Closer Walk With Thee”       arr. Mark Hayes 

   Richard Grossman, guitar; Tom Byrne, bass; Shawn Portell, piano 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and as a great crowd of 

witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

~GATHERING FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP               Brian Tobin, Liturgist       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How very good and pleasant it is 

 when kindred live together in unity! 

 A family formed by faith, 

 we gathered to worship the Living Lord. 
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 Lifelong followers seeking sustenance, 

 new disciples searching for grace— 

 a family fashioned by faith, 

 we gather to kneel before the Giver of Mercy. 
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 Children of God, come! 

 The Lord gathers us in and calls us his own. Let us praise God! 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 Let us confess our sins without fear 

 to the One who yearns to embrace us, 

 forgive us, protect us, and bless us. 

       

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Holy One, 

 there is much we must confess: 

 When we discount another’s pain 

 or overlook neighbors in distress, 

 forgive us. 



5 

 When we choose callous words 

 over compassionate impulses, 

 forgive us. 

 When we think others less deserving of grace 

 and ration kindness as if it could be exhausted, 

 forgive us. 

 Have mercy upon us, Lord, 

 and heal our brokenness 

 so that every word and deed 

 that proceeds from our hearts 

 might glorify you. 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 Our God kisses us with kindness, 

 forgiving our sins, 

 preserving our lives, 

 and restoring our souls 

 through the abundant provision of 

 our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Receive now that for which faith has hungered: 

 you are forgiven and healed in the name 

 of Jesus the Christ. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST             

 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 and also with you. 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE    “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”            Chris Tomlin 

    (Words at the back of bulletin for reflection.) 
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~PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 Let us pray: 
 Lord, 

 by the power of your Spirit 

 give us your words of life 

 that our faith may increase and our hearts 

 be made whole. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Matthew 15:10-28      Pew Bible, pg. 17 

10
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 

11
it is not what 

goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that de-

files.” 
12

Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 

took offense when they heard what you said?” 
13

He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 

Father has not planted will be uprooted. 
14

Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 

And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 
15

But Peter said to him, 

“Explain this parable to us.” 
16

Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 
17

Do 

you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 

sewer? 
18

But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what de-

files. 
19

For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false wit-

ness, slander. 
20

These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 

defile.” 

21
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 

22
Just then a Canaan-

ite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 
23

But he did not answer her at all. And his dis-

ciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 
24

He 

answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25

But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 
26

He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the dogs.” 
27

She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” 
28

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 

done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
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SERMON               Rev. Ed Zumwinkel III

              

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

~RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD~ 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 God of all kindness, 

 you gave your only Son, 

 because you loved the world so much. 

 

 We pray for the peace of the world. 

 Move among us by your Spirit, 

 break down barriers 

 of fear, suspicion, and hatred. 

 Heal the human family of its divisions 

 and unite it in the bonds of justice and peace. 

 

 We pray for our country. 

 Enrich our common life; 

 strengthen the forces of truth and goodness; 

 teach us to share prosperity, 

 that those whose lives are impoverished 

 may pass from need and despair 

 to dignity and joy. 

 

 We pray for those who suffer. 

 Surround them with your love, 

 support them with your strength, 

 console them with your comfort, 

 and give them hope 

 and courage beyond themselves. 
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 We pray for families 

 for those whom we love. 

 Protect them at home; 

 support them in times of difficulty and anxiety, 

 that they may grow together  

 in mutual love and understanding, 

 and rest content in one another. 

 

 We pray for the Church. 

 Keep us true to the gospel 

 and responsive to the gifts and needs of all. 

 Make known your saving power in Jesus Christ, 

 by the witness of our faith, our worship, and our life. Amen. 

  

OFFERING INVITATION               

 Let us give as God has so abundantly given to us. 

 

OFFERTORY    “Better Is One Day”             Matt Redman

     (Words at back of bulletin for reflection.) 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 Gracious Lord, you have given us more mercy 

 than we could imagine 

 and more blessings than we deserve. 

 Receive now these gifts as tokens of our gratitude to you, 

 that your mercy may be multiplied 

 and your blessings abound 

 to embrace all those in need. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 
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   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

SONG      “Glory To God Forever”        Steve Fee

  

CHARGE 

 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 

 go forth 

 to serve your neighbor, 

 to love your enemy, 

 and to embody God’s mercy 

 in the name of Jesus Christ. 

   

BENEDICTION 

 

 The blessing of God, 

 source of life, 

 power of life, 

 redeemer of life, 

 be with you now and always. 

 

POSTLUDE   Recap of “Glory to God Forever”        Steve Fee
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 Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
Verse 1 
 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 
 

Verse 2 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 

Chorus 
 
My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 
 

Verse 3 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 

Verse 4 
 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CCLI Song # 4768151 
Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio 
© 2006 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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Better Is One Day 
Verse 1 
 
How lovely is Your dwelling place 
O Lord almighty 
For my soul longs and even faints for You 
For here my heart is satisfied 
Within Your presence 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 
 

Chorus 
 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Better is one day in Your house 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Than thousands elsewhere 
(Than thousands elsewhere) 
 

Verse 2 
 
One thing I ask and I would seek 
To see Your beauty 
To find You in the place 
Your glory dwells 
(REPEAT) 
 

Bridge 
 
My heart and flesh cry out 
For You the living God 
Your Spirit's water to my soul 
I've tasted and I've seen 
Come once again to me 
I will draw near to You 
I will draw near to You to You 
 

Bridge 
 
Better is one day better is one day 
Better is one day than thousands elsewhere 
Better is one day better is one day 
Better is one day than thousands elsewhere 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CCLI Song # 1097451 
Matt Redman 
© 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2588043 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Glory To God Forever 
Verse 1 
 
Before the world was made 
Before You spoke it to be 
You were the King of kings 
Yeah You were yeah You were 
And now You're reigning still 
Enthroned above all things 
Angels and saints cry out 
We join them as we sing 
 

Chorus 
 
(We sing) 
Glory to God 
Glory to God 
Glory to God forever 
Glory to God 
Glory to God 
Glory to God forever 
(Yeah) 
 

Verse 2 
 
Creator God You gave me breath 
So I could praise 
Your great and matchless name 
All my days all my days 
So let my whole life be 
A blazing offering 
A life that shouts and sings 
The greatness of our King 
 

Bridge 
 
Take my life and let it be 
All for You and for Your glory 
Take my life and let it be Yours 
Take my life and let it be 
All for You and for Your glory 
Take my life and let it be Yours 
 
 
 
 
CCLI Song # 5384338 
Steve Fee | Vicky Beeching 
© sixsteps Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2588043 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/

