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OUR MISSION 

We seek to live Christ’s love, 

welcome all people, and joyfully serve God. 
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Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 

as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

~ Gathering for God’s Word ~ 

 

PRELUDE Reverie on “Adoro te devote” Rebecca Grooms teVelde  

Shawn Portell, organ 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Betsy Wacker 

 L: In the beginning was the Word, 

  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 P: And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 

 L: Let everyone who is thirsty come. 

 P: Receive the gift of the water of life. 

 L: Let everyone who is hungry come. 

 P:  Receive the gift of the word of life. 

 L: Praise the Lord! 

 P: The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

 OPENING HYMN: #23 “God You Spin the Whirling Planets” PLEADING SAVIOR  

(see music in back of bulletin) 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION    

 L: We come before God not as despised sinners, but as beloved children. 

  With the confidence of children of God, let us humbly confess our sin. 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 P:  Almighty and most merciful God, 

  we have distorted your image that rests in our souls. 

  We have followed too much 

  the temptations and desires of our own hearts.  

  We have offended against your holy laws.    continued >>  
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  We have left undone those things  

  which we ought to have done:  

  and we have done those things  

  which we ought not to have done. 
     

   O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Set us free from a past we cannot change; 

  open to us a future in which we can be changed;  

  and grant us grace 

  to grow more and more to your likeness and image;  

  through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our light. Amen 

   

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 L:  Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. 

  I have called you by name; you are mine. 

  God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth!  

  By the grace of Jesus Christ, 

  we are forgiven! 

 P:  Thanks be to God! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 P: And also with you. 

 

HYMN: #435  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” IN BABILONE 

    (see music in back of bulletin) 

 

~ Proclaiming God’s Word ~ 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Betsy Wacker 

 L.  Speak to us, living God, 

  as you have spoken to our ancestors:  

  through the voices of your prophets,  

  the breath of your Spirit, 

  and the life of your Son, 

  so that we may live according to your word;  

  through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 P: Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 51: 1-12 O.T. 520 

  
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

 
3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,  

so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

 
6You desire truth in the inward being;  

therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING  II Samuel 11:26 – 12:1-18a, 24 O.T. 285-286  

 

When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for 

him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became 

his wife, and bore him a son.  

 

But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 1and the LORD sent Nathan to David. 

He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the 

other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had nothing but 

one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with 

his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and 

it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to 

take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took 

the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” 5Then David’s 

anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who 

has done this deserves to die; 6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 

because he had no pity.”  
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7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed you 

king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s house, and 

your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that 

had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9Why have you despised the word of 

the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 

sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the 

Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have 

despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus says the LORD: 

I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives 

before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight 

of this very sun. 12For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the 

sun.” 13David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan said to David, “Now 

the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14Nevertheless, because by this deed you 

have utterly scorned the LORD, the child that is born to you shall die.” 

 
15Then Nathan went to his house. The LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, 

and it became very ill. 16David therefore pleaded with God for the child; David fasted, and went 

in and lay all night on the ground. 17The elders of his house stood beside him, urging him to 

rise from the ground; but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18On the seventh day the 

child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead; for they 

said, “While the child was still alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us; how then can 

we tell him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.” 

 
24Then David consoled his wife Bathsheba, and went to her, and lay with her; and she bore a 

son, and he named him Solomon. The LORD loved him, 

 

SERMON    Rev. Susan Andrews 

 

 HYMN: #418 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” SOFTLY AND TENDERLY 

    (music found in back of bulletin)   

 P: Stanzas 1 and 3 only. 
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~ Responding to God’s Word ~ 

 

(JOYS AND CONCERNS) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 L: Holy God, 

 you have called us to live before you  

and with one another 

in all faithfulness. 

Unable to live as you intend, 

we inflict harm and hurt on others  

and on ourselves as well. 

In all these ways, 

we know we grieve your heart also.  

Hear, then, our prayers of intercession. 

Restore us to communion with you and one another  

that we might live in the freedom you have bestowed. 

 

We pray for healing and reconciliation  

where trust has been broken, 

hostility has flared, 

or misunderstanding has grown.  

Restore us not only to one another, 

but reconcile us to ourselves and to you, loving God. 

If restoration proves beyond hope, 

grant new beginnings and possibilities for all.  

In every relationship, we seek your grace as we  

honor others by caring for them, 

being truthful, 

and working for their welfare. 
 

Gracious God,  

we pray for those who are ill, in mind, body, or spirit;  

for those lonely and isolated from community; 

for those burdened by guilt or grief,  

by depression or despair. 

Do not let us turn inward as a church,  

lest we shut out or neglect 

those who long for a community of welcome and companionship. 
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Send us out in love, with open eyes, ears, and hearts. 

Make us true neighbors to one another  

and true children of your own calling.  

We pray in the name of Christ, 

who has come to set us free.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 L: Every generous act of giving 

  is itself a gift from God above. 

  Brothers and Sisters, let us present ourselves as a living sacrifice,  

  holy and acceptable to God. 
 

OFFERTORY : “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” arr. Joel Raney 

     Shawn Portell, piano   
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Betsy Wacker 

 L:  God of Compassion,  

  from whom comes all that is good,  

  we praise you for your mercies,  

  for your goodness that has created us,  

  your grace that has sustained us,  

  your discipline that has corrected us,  

  your patience that has borne with us,  

  and your love that has redeemed us. 
 

  Receive now our gifts of thanksgiving,  

  our time, our treasure, and our talent. 

  Use our fragile lives to serve and delight in your world. 

  We pray in the name of Jesus, our rock and our Redeemer. 

 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 P: We believe there is no condemnation  

  for those who are in Christ Jesus;  

  for we know that all things work together for good  

  for those who love God,  

  who are called according to God’s purpose. 

  We are convinced that neither death, nor life,  

  nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,  

  nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,  

  will be able to separate us from the love of God  

  in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
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~ Sending ~ 

 

CHARGE 

 

INVITATION TO THE LIFE OF FAITH  

 

POSTLUDE:  Toccata on “All for Jesus” Malcolmn Archer 

    Shawn Portell, organ  

   

As you rest in the postlude, our final offering to God, you are invited to use this time to reflect on how you 

have met God here today and how you will bring God’s love into the world that awaits. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

Worship Notes 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 

• Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for 

Year B, Volume 1 © 2012  

• Westminster John Knox Press from the PCUSA Book of Common Worship © 2018 

 

Those Who Serve Today 
Ushers: Sudie Schickedanz, Sam Stoll, Betsy Wacker, Kin Watkins  
Liturgists: Laura Putnam 
Camera Operators: Allison Byrne, Tom McNeely, Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker,  

Josh Zumwinkel 

 

Chancel Flowers 
The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of family, the gift of Bill and Linda 

Schwartz. 

Online Worship 

In order to reach beyond the walls of WGPC and into the homes of those who are unable to worship 

with us in person, each of our worship services is live-streamed and video recorded for viewing on our 

website, wgpc.org, Facebook and YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the Scripture 

Conversation indicates implied parental consent to be recorded.  

 

  

file://///LOCKWOOD/Users/baf/7-7-21%20BACKUP%20START%20HERE/7-18%20Bulletin/wgpc.org
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Ministry Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III  efz@wgpc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Hannah Zyla  hmd@wgpc.org 

Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews  sra@wgpc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Congregational Care: John Rawlings jdrtsn@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: Shawn Portell spp@wgpc.org 

Mission Outreach Coordinator: Beth Kazlauskas  bok@wgpc.org 

Connections Coordinator: Tracey Rapisardo  tar@wgpc.org 

Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  jls@wgpc.org 

Assistant Business Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  jlk@wgpc.org 

Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer  baf@wgpc.org 

Educational Ministries Asst, Digital Communications Specialist: Cherstin Byers chb@wgpc.org 

Custodians: Pete Brennan (Supervisor), Pierre Campbell, Ken Kastner 314-962-9210 x3212 

  

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 

45 West Lockwood Avenue 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 

314-962-9210 

www.wgpc.org 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/7-18%20Bulletin/www.wgpc.org
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August 1, 2021 Announcements 
 

Recording of July 7 Presentation on Housing Available Online 

On July 7, Webster Groves Presbyterian Church hosted a presentation by 

Councilperson and church member Laura Arnold covering local housing issues and 

initiatives.  If you were not able to attend, you may watch the presentation and Q&A 

session at wgpc.org/housing. 

 

Auditions for St. Louis Metro Singers 

Saturday, August 7, 9:00 a.m. to noon, and Tuesday, August 17, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Metro Singers, a nonprofit, volunteer, civic chorus direct by WGPC’s Shawn Portell, is moving 

its offices to WGPC and welcoming singers in all voice parts to 

audition. Just bring a selection of any type of music you’d like to 

sing to one of the two upcoming auditions. Group members will 

rehearse weekly on Tuesday nights at WGPC from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

Last chance to participate in the Summer Choir! 

Sunday, August 8 

Meet in the Choir Room at 8:45 a.m. before next Sunday’s service, to lend your voice to 

our seasonal choir. Music is easily learned and often familiar melodies and tunes that we 

all know.  Contact Shawn Portell at spp@wgpc.org for more info. 

 

WGPC Gentle Yoga:  Thursdays in August, 10:00-10:45 a.m. 

Marlene McCarthy, a Yoga Alliance certified yoga teacher and grandmother to Charlie, Nora, and Teddy 

Ringkamp, will be offering a Gentle Yoga class on Thursday mornings in August from 10-10:45am.  All 

are welcome! Marlene says, “I offer yoga classes to quiet your mind, strengthen your 

body, and renew your spirit. Yoga is a holistic approach to a healthy life – physical, 

mental, and spiritual.  I will offer a 45-minute gentle yoga class for four weeks this 

August and will adapt the poses based on your needs.  I look forward to our time 

together.” 

 

Part-Time Teacher’s Aide Needed 

The Webster Groves Presbyterian Church ECC is looking for a part-time teacher’s aide in 

the Little Learners classroom (ages 1-3). Hours are Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 

noon.  No experience necessary but must love kids!  If interested, please reach out to 

Amanda at 917-312-7075 or ecc@wgpc.org. 

  

file:///C:/Users/baf/Desktop/11-25%20bulletin%20START%20HERE/wgpc.org/housing
mailto:spp@wgpc.org
mailto:ecc@wgpc.org
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Masks in Worship 

The CDC guidelines have been updated to reflect new data on the Delta variant of the coronavirus.  Data 

suggests the variant is more potent and more contagious than the Alpha variant and now much more 

common.  COVID cases are rising and the positivity rate has increased in our area.  Children in our 

congregation 12 and under as well as some immunocompromised individuals are unable to be 

vaccinated.  For the sake of these in our church family, we are at this time asking all vaccinated and 

unvaccinated worshipers to please wear a mask during worship and as you move around the 

church.  We ask you to also remain "socially distanced".   While the risk remains relatively low for 

vaccinated individuals, we believe making this sacrifice for others in our church is a faithful action to 

take to express our love for one another.  Thank you for your kindness, understanding and 

patience.   Encourage those you know who are not vaccinated to be vaccinated so we can get back to 

normal!   

Thank you.   

Pastor Ed 

 

 


