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As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 
     Gathering for God’s Word   

 

PRELUDE   “We Walk by Faith” James Biery 
Shawn Portell, organ 

         

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE                                      Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 

🕈🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP  Deb Grossman 
  (Please rise in body or spirit.)  
 L: Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
  the conviction of things not seen.   
 P: Faith is a gift to be received, treasured, 
  and shared with joy and thanksgiving. 
 

🕈🕈 OPENING HYMN #65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA 
     (see music at end of bulletin)   
    

🕈🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION     
 L: God calls us to walk in faith,  
  but we do not always follow. 
  Trusting in God’s mercy,  
  let us confess our sin. 
 

🕈🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 

 L: Let us pray: 
 P: God of all the ages, God of the old, old story;  
  we hear our ancestors and we are astounded by their faith.   
  They trusted you, but we waver.   
  They believed your promise, but we cling to our ideas.  Continued >> 
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 P: Forgive us and free us from our fear,  
  that we may follow with joy wherever you may lead;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

🕈🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 

 L: From age to age, from generation to generation,  
  God’s mercy never fails. 
  Hear the good news! 
 P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
   

🕈🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 
 P: And also with you. 
 

RESPONSE   “Glory to God” John Weaver  
  

 
Proclaiming God’s Word 

SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Deb Grossman 
 L: Let us pray: 
  God of Hope,       
  by faith we know that you created the world,  
  and that what is seen is made by things that are not visible.  
  Open our eyes to your presence among us  
  that we may hear your word with clarity and a sureness of hope,  
  as we follow you in all righteousness.  
  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Pew Bible pgs. 225-226 
         Deb Grossman 

 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 
 

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people 
who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking 
of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 12:32-40 Pew Bible pg. 75 
 

32 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell 
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  
 

35 ‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 
knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 

39 ‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.’ 
 

SERMON    Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
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Responding to God’s Word 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

 L: Let us pray for the world, saying,  
  O God of hope, increase our faith.   
 

  [The leader may gesture to the assembly to indicate the response.] 
 

 L: God, your blessings are as plentiful as the stars above      

  and as numerous as the grains of sand along the seashore,  
  we come before you with grateful hearts  
  as we pray for the church and the world, saying,  
  O God of hope, 
 P: increase our faith. 
 

 L: We pray for wisdom and guidance  
  for all people and leaders of this world,  
  that they may foster peace and justice  
  and serve the common good. 
  O God of hope, 
 P: increase our faith. 
 

 L: We pray for your church,  
  that by your grace and our faith  
  we may serve you with constancy and love. 
  O God of hope, 
 P: increase our faith. 
 

 L: We pray for those who are sick or suffer any need,  
  that they would know your healing strength  
  and find comfort through our faithful care. 
   

  (JOYS AND CONCERNS) 
   

  O God of hope, 
 P: increase our faith. 
 

 L: Help us to protect the goodness of your creation,  
  that all may enjoy the precious blessings of this world  
  as foretaste of the next.  
  O God of hope, 
 P: increase our faith. 
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 L: We remember those who have died  
  and look to that heavenly city  
  where with you and all your saints  
  we will enter the everlasting heritage  
  of your faithful sons and daughters. 
  O God of hope, 
 P: increase our faith.   
 

 L: Holy God, steadfast and true,  
  on you our hope is founded.  
  Receive the prayers of your faithful people  
  for our hearts are gladdened by our trust in you. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    
 L: Friends, let us now be bold to pray as our Savior Christ has taught us: 
 P: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.      
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 
OFFERING INVITATION                
 L: Jesus said, “Sell your possessions, and give alms.      
  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
  Honor God with a sacrifice of thanksgiving  
  and come into God’s courts with praise. 
   

OFFERING  (For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made 
by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right) 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY #817 “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” DUNLAP’S CREEK  
   (see music in back of bulletin) 
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🕈🕈 DOXOLOGY   “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” DUKE STREET 

    
🕈🕈 PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Deb Grossman (lectern)  
 L: Let us pray: 
  Lord, you look down from heaven,    
  see all humankind, and long to call us home.  
  Accept these gifts on behalf of your people,  
  that they would increase faith, nurture hope,  
  and be reckoned as righteous in your sight. Amen.  
 

Sending 
🕈🕈 CLOSING HYMN #684 “Faith Begins by Letting Go” LUX PRIMA 
 (see music at end of bulletin) 
 

🕈🕈 CHARGE    
 L: Be dressed for action and ready to serve,    
  for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 

🕈🕈 BENEDICTION  
 L: Be not afraid,       
  for it is God’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom,  
  an unfailing treasure and eternal blessing. 
 

POSTLUDE  Carillon on “Dunlap’s Creek” James Biery  
     Shawn Portell, organ 
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Welcome to WGPC 
 

• FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.   
• CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the 

Sanctuary.  
• ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of  

our ushers will be happy to assist you. 
• WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we 

encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and 
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.  
 

 

Worship Notes
 

 

Those Who Serve Today 
Liturgist: Deb Grossman 
Greeting Team: Marilee and Craig Campbell, Karen 

Dapron, Diana Likely, Patty and Grant Mabie, 
Linda and Tom McNeely, Ruth Meyer, Karen 
Schneider, Ken and Mary Ann Wallace 

Ushering Team: Donna Bellows, Freda Cook, Dan 
Egley, Deb Grossman, Rebecca and Scott Lyon, 
Vicki Lane, Dave Morris, Bill Schwartz, Allan 
Scott, Sam Stoll, Betsy Wacker, Maryann & Ken 
Wallace, Judy and Bob Weng  

Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob  
 Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker 
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter 
 
 

 

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and video 
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and YouTube pages. 
Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied 
parental consent to be recorded.  
 
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: 
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012; Westminster John 
Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for 
Year B, Volume 2 © 2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of 
Common Worship © 2018 
  

 
  Ministry Staff 

314-962-9210 
 

Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III  
 (ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org  
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan  
 Andrews (c) 914-815-6507 
 sra@wgpc.org 
Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett  
 (c) 703-587-5003 
 jamespoinsett@gmail.com  
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings  

(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com 
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn 
 Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org 
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas  

(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org 
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  

(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org 
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  

(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org 
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer 

(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org 
 Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh  

(ext. 3210)  bag@wgpc.org 
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek 

(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org 
Educational Ministries/Digital 
 Communications: Cherstin Byers  

(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org 
Custodians: (ext. 3212) 

Pete Brennan (Supervisor)  
     pjb@wgpc.org  
Pierre Campbell 
Ken Kastner  

 
 
 
  
 

 

STAY CONNECTED!  
Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash at 

wgpc.org/announcements/ 
to learn more about upcoming events with access to 

direct links for sign-ups and other resources. 
 

file://LOCKWOOD/Users/baf/7-7-21%20BACKUP%20START%20HERE/7-18%20Bulletin/wgpc.org
mailto:jamespoinsett@gmail.com
mailto:baf@wgpc.org
mailto:bag@wgpc.org
mailto:pjb@wgpc.org
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August 7, 2022 Announcements   
 

Protecting Kids: Safe Sanctuary Training 
Sunday, August 14, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
Do you love interacting with children? Do you want to 
know the best practices on how WGPC protects children 
and youth and prevents child abuse? We are delighted 
to announce that the Safe Sanctuary Training is back, 
and we invite all caring adults in the congregation to 
join us on August 14 after 
Worship in Fellowship 
Hall.  Child care, games and 
food will be provided.  If it 
has been more than three 
years since your last training 
or if you have never been 
trained, be sure to attend to learn more and help grow 
our roster of adults equipped to work with WGPC 
children and youth. Questions? Please contact Amy 
Escott at amydescott@gmail.com or Pete Putnam 
pete.putnam@sbcglobal.net. To reserve your place,  
visit wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/ by Tuesday, 
August 9, so we can order lunch for you. 
 

August Summer Connection 

Re-Connect with Sunday School, Youth Groups 
and Adult Education - August 28 

Mark your calendar now!  Instead of a 
Cake Celebration, we will have 
Breakfast Food Trucks at church after 
Worship on Sunday, August 28!  
There will be info about this year’s 
Faith Formation classes for ALL ages!  
Fun!  You won’t want to miss this!   

 

Open Auditions for Winter/Spring Season 
Tuesday, August 9, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

WGPC Chapel 

St. Louis Metro Singers, a nonprofit, volunteer, civic 
chorus led by WGPC Music Director Shawn Portell is 
seeking singers in all voice parts for the upcoming 
season.  SLMS has a varied repertoire in classical and 
holiday concerts and performances for various civic, 
social, church, and community groups.  If you like to 
sing, please bring a selection of any type of music to one 
of the two auditions. Choir members rehearse for 
performances on Tuesday evenings, from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  at WGPC.  For more information, contact Shawn 
Portell at 314-221-5294 or spp@wgpc.org. 

 

Advertising Opportunity! 
WGPC Guide Book & Directory 

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide 
Book & Directory which will contain everything 
pertinent to our church: the 
various ministries, committees, 
and activities plus a complete 
directory of all members. This 
book is being provided and 
directly mailed to each family at 
no cost to our church, and it is 
again being subsidized by local businesses that 
advertise. If you own or manage a business and would 
like to find out about advertising in our book, please 
contact Beth Kazlauskas at bok@wgpc.org or 314-962-
9210 ext. 3208.  Recent survey results by Guide Book 
Publishing show that 92.1% of families would rather 
patronize a Guide Book & Directory advertiser over a 
non-advertiser. It “will pay” to advertise in our new 
Guide Book & Directory! 

 

Help Our Neighbors with Building Access 
and Your Donation Will Be Doubled! 

 

You may have read in the Webster-Kirkwood Times 
about the need for a new wheelchair lift at Old 
Community Missionary Baptist Church on Kirkham. 
Their lift was installed on the exterior of the east side of 
the building in 1982 to assist older congregants and 
comply with accessibility laws. As it can no longer be 
repaired, they have begun a fundraising campaign to 
replace it. The Mission Outreach Commission has voted 
to allocate $2,500 from our Mission Endowment Fund 
to match any donations from our church members to 
help with this need. Donations can be made by check 
with a note of “Old Community” in the memo or by 
visiting wgpc.com/give/ (click the blue box, select 
“Special Gift” from the drop-down menu, and note “Old 
Community” in the memo box). We are grateful to be 
able to join with our brothers and sisters in Christ to 
help keep their church a safe and welcoming space! 

  

mailto:amydescott@gmail.com
mailto:pete.putnam@sbcglobal.net
http://wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links/
mailto:spp@wgpc.org
mailto:bok@wgpc.org
https://wgpc.org/give/
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Class begins Sunday, September 11, 8:30-9:15 
a.m. in the Parlor and by Zoom 

 

Coffee and Conversation with the Lectionary 
Participants will consider biblical texts used in the 
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the 
people and issues involved. Leaders: Deb Grossman, 
Pete Putnam, and Jeff Buck. 
 

Sunday classes below are held from 10:45 to 
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor 

 
September 11, 18, 25 – The Psalms and Justice 

(Including Voter Issues) led by Rev. Clint 
McCann. 

 

October 2 – Mission Weekend Projects 
 

October 9, 16, 23 - Being Christian in a Multi-
Faith World led by Rev. Jim Poinsett, 
Interfaith Partnership. 

 

October 30 – God’s Call to Create Clean Air 
coordinated by the Environmental Stewardship 
Team. 

 

November 6 – A Culture of Generosity: 
Stewardship, Planned Giving, and 
Endowment led by the Stewardship and 
Endowment Committees. 

 

November 13 and 20 – How Do We Talk About 
Tough Issues? led by Rev. Dale Kuhn. 

 

November 27 and December 4, 11, and 18 – Advent 
and the Arts coordinated by Rev. Susan 
Andrews. 

 

December 25 and January 1 – NO CLASSES. 
 

January 9 – Gun Violence and Hands-on 
Project coordinated by the Advocacy Team. 

 

January 16, 23, and 30 – Nones, Millennials, 
Gen Xers – Where Are They? led by Rev. 
Ruben Ramirez-Rodriquez. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please submit announcements by the end of 
Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday: 

For the bulletin - Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org 
For the Friday Flash – Cherstin Byers at 

chb@wgpc.org  
 

Other Opportunities for 
Spiritual Growth 

 

Disciples Bible Study 
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

in the Parlor and by Zoom 
Starting September 15, this lively and interactive 
group will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
Facilitated by Rev. Susan Andrews. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesday Mornings (every other week beginning 

September 6) 
7:00 – 8:00 a.m. in the Parlor and by Zoom 

Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn, former director of 
Care and Counseling.  For more information, contact 
Frank Bloemke at ekmoelb@gmail.com. 
 

Wednesday Evening Book Group 
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

in the parlor and by Zoom 
Led by rotating leadership.  For more information, 
contact Rev. Susan Andrews at sra@wgpc.org. 
 

Theology on Tap 
Wednesdays, August 24 and September 21 

7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Llewelyn’s Pub, Webster Groves 

Informal conversations about faith and life.  
Facilitated by Scott Lyon.  For more information, 
contact Scott at sjlyon33@gmail.com. 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210 

Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for Follow 
Me, a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and 
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each week also 
features music that prepares the children to sing in 
worship services throughout the year." 
 

Youth Fellowship 
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge 

• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics (6th through 8th grade)   
• 5:00-7:30 p.m. Agape (9th through 12th grade) 
Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in 
Jesus Christ, Celtics and Agape provide safe space 
for spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and 
fun while developing friendships.  
 

Youth and Agape Shared Meal 
From 5:00-5:30 p.m. each week all  
youth come together to break bread  
with a meal provided by members  
of the church. If you are interested  
in providing a meal, please sign up at  
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links. 
 

mailto:baf@wgpc.org
mailto:chb@wgpc.org
mailto:ekmoelb@gmail.com
mailto:sra@wgpc.org
mailto:sjlyon33@gmail.com
http://wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links
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