WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

45 West Lockwood Ave. ⬧ Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-9210 ⬧ wgpc.org

WEBSTER
GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN

12th Sunday after Pentecost ⬧ August 28, 2022 ⬧ 9:30 a.m.
Our Mission:
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people,
and joyfully serve God.
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God.
 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering for God’s Word
PRELUDE

“How Can I Keep from Singing”
Shawn Portell, organ

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE
🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP
(Please rise in body or spirit.)
L: Sing aloud to God our strength.
Shout for joy to the Lord of Life.
Blessed be the one, holy and living God.
P: Glory to God forever.
🕈 OPENING HYMN #399

“God Welcomes All”
(see music at end of bulletin)

arr. Benjamin M. Culli
Rev. Ed Zumwinkel
Dave Morris

THEMBA AMEN

🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION
L: Let us confess our sins to the Lord who is our helper.
🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Let us pray:
P: Lord, all that we have is a gift from you,
yet we do not live lives of gratitude.
We ignore strangers and turn away from those in need.
We seek honor for ourselves and allow pride to take root in us. Continued >>

LB

P: Forgive our foolish ways,
O God, and restore us to you,
that we may walk in the way of love. Amen.
🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Beloved, your sins are forgiven,
for God promises to never leave us.
Therefore, be at peace and stand secure in the Lord.
🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
P: And also with you.
RESPONSE

“Glory to God”

John Weaver

Proclaiming God’s Word
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L: Holy God,
your word is a light in darkness
and a source of blessing.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us;
enliven our hearts and minds
as we hear your word for us today;
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Dave Morris
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SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 112

1

Praise the Lord!
Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.

2

Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3

Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures for ever.

4

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.

5

It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.

6

For the righteous will never be moved;
they will be remembered for ever.

7

They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.

8

Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.

9

They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures for ever;
their horn is exalted in honor.

10

Pew Bible pg. 563
Dave Morris

The wicked see it and are angry;
they gnash their teeth and melt away;
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 14:1, 7-14

Pew Bible pg. 77

1On

one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on
the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
7 When

he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8‘When you
are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited
both of you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in disgrace you
would start to take the lowest place. Continued >>
10But

when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he
may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit
3

at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.’
12 He

said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you
in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’
SERMON

Rev. Ed Zumwinkel

Responding to God’s Word
MINUTE FOR MISSION

Harriet Hall

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
[A time of silence may be kept after each intercession.]
L: Loving God,
you call us to turn to you in prayer for
the sake of the world.
We pray for the mission of your church:
may it continue in mutual love to the glory of your name.
We pray for a world in need of your counsel:
guide the nations into paths of justice and peace.
We pray for all who suffer:
(JOYS AND CONCERNS)
may they know the healing power of your presence.
We pray for your creation as it longs for its redemption:
teach us to walk as faithful stewards.
We pray for the dying and those who have died:
may they rest in your eternal glory. Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION
L: Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
OFFERING

(For those not using the offering plate, your offering can be made
by texting ALMS to 73256 or using the QR code to the right)

4

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
🕈 DOXOLOGY #607

“Oh Come, Let Us Sing”
Summer Choir Ensemble
“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”

Lee Dengler
OLD HUNDREDTH

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
L: Faithful God, you bless us in Jesus,
who is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
And so we praise you with lips that confess his name
and ask your blessing on these gifts
for the life of the world. Amen.

Sending
🕈 CLOSING HYMN #301

“Let Us Build a House”
(see music at end of bulletin)

TWO OAKS

Stanzas 1, 3, and 5 only
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🕈 CHARGE
L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
🕈 BENEDICTION
L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all,
this day and forevermore.
POSTLUDE

“Cornet Voluntary”
Shawn Portell, organ

Starling Goodwin
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Welcome to WGPC
•
•
•
•

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the
Sanctuary.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of
our ushers will be happy to assist you.
WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we
encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.

Worship Notes
Those Who Serve Today
Liturgist: Dave Morris
Greeting Team: Marilee and Craig Campbell, Karen
Dapron, Diana Likely, Patty and Grant Mabie,
Linda and Tom McNeely, Ruth Meyer, Karen
Schneider, Ken and Mary Ann Wallace
Ushering Team: Donna Bellows, Freda Cook, Dan
Egley, Deb Grossman, Rebecca and Scott Lyon,
Vicki Lane, Dave Morris, Bill Schwartz, Allan
Scott, Sam Stoll, Betsy Wacker, Maryann & Ken
Wallace, Judy and Bob Weng
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob
Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Abbey Stokes, and
Dennis Wacker
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter
The Chancel Flowers
The Chancel Flowers are given to the Glory of God
and in remembrance of family, the gift of Bill and
Linda Schwartz.

Online Worship: Our worship services are live-streamed and video
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and YouTube pages.
Children’s participation in the Scripture Conversation indicates implied
parental consent to be recorded.
Resources: Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by:
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012; Westminster John
Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for
Year B, Volume 2 © 2018; Westminster John Knox Press from Book of
Common Worship © 2018

Ministry Staff
314-962-9210
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III
(ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan
Andrews (c) 914-815-6507
sra@wgpc.org
Parish Associate: Rev. Jim Poinsett
(c) 703-587-5003
jamespoinsett@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings
(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com
Student Pastor: Matt Miller 314-591-5838
Mattmiller.ovd@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn
Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas
(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer
(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons
(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer
(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh
(ext. 3210) bag@wgpc.org
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek
(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org
Educational Ministries/Digital
Communications: Cherstin Byers
(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org
Custodians: (ext. 3212)
Pete Brennan (Supervisor)
pjb@wgpc.org
Pierre Campbell
Ken Kastner
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August 28, 2022 Announcements
Join Us After Worship for
a Flippin’ Good Time!
Everyone is invited to join the Deacons and Faith
Formation Commission in Fellowship Hall for our last
Summer Connection event of the
year! Pancakes, provided by
Chris Cakes, will be flippin’ and
flyin’ straight onto your
plate. Kids can enjoy games and
crafts. There will also be
information about the Faith
Formation classes this fall for kids, youth, and
adults. Those classes will start September 11. Stop by
today for food, fun and fellowship!

Snacks for Students:
Can You Help Us Deliver?

Wednesday, August 31, 10:00 a.m.
Twice a year our congregation delivers healthy snacks to
each of the schools in the Webster Groves School
District through our Snacks for Students program. The
goal is to support students who may come to school
hungry by providing a snack to
help them focus on learning. This
program is funded through the
Mission budget and has been a
welcome gift to the staff and
students in the district over the
years. This fall we will be delivering
snacks on Wednesday, August 31, at 10:00 a.m. If you
are interested in volunteering to take items to schools in
the district, please contact Beth Kazlauskas at
bok@wgpc.org.

Peace and Global Witness Offering
Sundays, September 4 through October 2
Peace begins with each of us. Through the Peace &
Global Witness Offering, we connect with each other to
confront systems of injustice and promote
reconciliation in places around the world — and right
here at home.
• 25% of this Offering will stay with your congregation
for your own ministries of peacemaking and
reconciliation.
• 25% of this Offering will join with other
congregations in your area to support peacemaking
work in your region.
• 50% of this Offering supports programs and
ministries working actively for peace and justice
around our nation and the world.
Peace begins with each of us. If we all do a little, it
adds up to a lot! Thank you for your participation in
the Peace & Global Witness Offering.

Help Yourself to
MORE Free Books
On Spiritual and
Social Justice Topics
in Fellowship Hall!

September is Presbytery Education Month
Thursdays in September at 6:30 p.m. by Zoom
The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy is offering new
educational opportunities for presbytery members in
September to welcome you in learning how to answer
the call in some of the support ministries and missions
of your church. If you are newly answering a call to
serve or just want a refresher of the call, please join us.
• Thursday, September 1 - Clerks of Session
• Thursday, September 8 - Ruling Elders
• Thursday, September 15 - Treasurers
• Thursday, September 22 - Deacons, Compassionate
Ministry, Stephen Ministry
• Thursday, September 29 - Personnel/Session
Members Tasked with HR
Registration is required. To register, please go to
https://glpby.org/services/presbytery-educationmonth/.
STAY CONNECTED!
Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash at
wgpc.org/announcements/
to learn more about upcoming events with access to
direct links for sign-ups and other resources.
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Young Member Input/Discussion Groups
Scheduled for September
Through the Congregational Assessment, we learned
that younger members have significantly different
perceptions of WGPC than older members. The church
leadership is eager to hear
the voices of younger
members and younger
people who are frequent
attenders to better
understand their hopes and
desires for our church. Two
focus groups are planned
for September:
• Tuesday, September 13, 7:30-9:00 p.m. at Frisco
Barroom, 8110 Big Bend Blvd., in Webster Groves
• Sunday, September 18, 10:30 a.m. to noon at WGPC
If you are a younger member or frequent WGPC
attendee and haven't received information about these
sessions or if you know of younger people interested in
WGPC, please let us know by contacting Brenda Dribin
at 314-740-4447 or brenda@dribinconsult.net.
The St. Louis Metro Singers
Invite You to Our Fall Concert:

“Sing When
When the
the Spirit
Spirit Says
Says Sing”
Sing”
“Sing

Music in a Great Place, 2022-2023
26th Season: Upcoming Events
Stony Hill Brass Quintet
WGPC Artists in Residence
Sunday, September 11
9:30 a.m. Worship Service

St. Louis Metro
Singers
Fall Benefit Concert
September 18
7:00 p.m.

Kamilla Arku, Pianist
with the IMI*
Chamber Players
Sunday, October 9, 3:00 p.m.
*An Intercultural Music
Initiative Series Concert

in Celebration of the Life of

Sandra Buschmann,
our dear friend, music lover, and supporter

Sunday, September 18, 7:00 p.m.
at WGPC
SLMS is a not-for-profit organization.
Tax-deductible donations can be sent to:
St. Louis Metro Singers
45 West Lockwood Ave.
Webster Groves, MO 63119

Are You Musically Inclined?
If you enjoy singing, consider joining our Chancel
Choir for high-schoolers and adults. Rehearsals are
each Thursday from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary. For those who
would like to learn a fun art, try the
Ely Handbell Ringers on
Mondays from 10:30-11:30 a.m. in
the Choir Room. Both groups
provide accompaniment to WGPC
services. Reading music is a plus,
but not required. For more information, please contact
Shawn Portell, Director of Music, at spp@wgpc.org.
Please submit announcements by the end of
Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday:
For the bulletin - Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org
For the Friday Flash – Cherstin Byers at
chb@wgpc.org
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Other Opportunities for
Spiritual Growth

Class begins Sunday, September 11, 8:30-9:15
a.m. in the Parlor and by Zoom
Coffee and Conversation with the Lectionary
Participants will consider biblical texts used in the
day’s worship and explore historical settings and the
people and issues involved. Leaders: Deb Grossman,
Pete Putnam, and Jeff Buck.

Sunday classes below are held from 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor
September 11, 18, 25 – The Psalms and Justice
(Including Voter Issues) led by Rev. Clint
McCann.
October 2 – Mission Weekend Projects
October 9, 16, 23 - Being Christian in a MultiFaith World led by Rev. Jim Poinsett,
Interfaith Partnership.
October 30 – God’s Call to Create Clean Air
coordinated by the Environmental Stewardship
Team.
November 6 – A Culture of Generosity:
Stewardship, Planned Giving, and
Endowment led by the Stewardship and
Endowment Committees.
November 13 and 20 – How Do We Talk About
Tough Issues? led by Rev. Dale Kuhn.
November 27 and December 4, 11, and 18 – Advent
and the Arts coordinated by Rev. Susan
Andrews.
December 25 and January 1 – NO CLASSES.
January 8 – Gun Violence and Hands-on
Project coordinated by the Advocacy Team.
January 16, 23, and 30 – Nones, Millennials,
Gen Xers – Where Are They? led by Rev.
Ruben Rosario-Rodriguez.

Disciples Bible Study
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
Starting September 15, this lively and interactive
group will explore the Gospel of Matthew. Facilitated
by Rev. Susan Andrews.
Men’s Bible Study (by Zoom)
Initial Meeting: Tuesday, September 6, at 7:00 a.m.
(schedule will be determined at that time)
Facilitated by Rev. Dale Kuhn, former director of Care
and Counseling. For more information, contact
Frank Bloemke at ekmeolb@gmail.com.
Wednesday Evening Book Study
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
in the Parlor and by Zoom
A discussion of the book Do I Stay Christian? by
Brian McLaren led by rotating leadership. For more
information, contact Rev. Susan Andrews at
sra@wgpc.org.
Theology on Tap
Wednesdays, August 24 and September 21
7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Llewelyn’s Pub, Webster Groves
Monthly informal conversations about faith and life.
Facilitated by Scott Lyon. For more information,
contact Scott at sjlyon33@gmail.com.
Children’s Sunday School
Sundays, 10:40-11:45 a.m. in Room 210
Children pre-k through 5th grade gather for Follow
Me, a curriculum based on practices Jesus did and
taught us to do as faithful followers. Each week also
features music that prepares the children to sing in
worship services throughout the year."
Youth Fellowship
Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics (6th through 8th grade)
• 5:00-7:30 p.m. Agape (9th through 12th grade)
Youth today are seeking answers. Centered in Jesus
Christ, Celtics and Agape provide safe space for
spiritual discussion as well as fellowship and fun
while developing friendships.
Youth and Agape Shared Meal
From 5:00-5:30 p.m. each week, all youth
come together to break bread with a meal
provided church members. Interested
in providing a meal? You can sign up at
wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links.
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Lyrics:
God welcomes all,
strangers and friends;
God's love is strong
and it never ends.
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Stanzas 1, 3, and 5 only

12

13

