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Gathering for God’s Word – Earth Care Sunday 
 

 
As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection, giving thanks for the  

diversity and beauty God has created. Let us consider how we can act now for the  
good of future generations and all God’s creatures. 

 
PRELUDE   “My Redeemer Lives” Reuben Morgan 
      Worship Band   

      “Go Forth” by Adam Trest 
 

Apprehend God in all things, for God is in all things. 
Every single creature is full of God and is a book of God. Every creature is a word of God. 

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature – even a caterpillar – 
I would never have to prepare a sermon. 

So full of God – is every creature.  
-Meister Eckhart 
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🕈🕈 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE                                      Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 
INTROIT                                         “Morning Has Broken” arr. Harry Simeone 

Chancel Choir and Worship Band 
 

🕈🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP  Mia Walters 
 L: O God, who called all life into being, 
 P: the earth, sea, and sky are yours. 
 L: Your presence is all around us, 
      P: every atom is full of your energy. 
 L: Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth. 
 P:  Creator God, together we yearn for justice to be done; 

 L:  for creation to be freed from bondage, 
 P:  for the hungry to be fed, 
 L:  for captives to be released, 
 P:  for your kingdom of peace to come on earth. 
  Come quickly, Living Lord, and fill the world with new life. 
 

🕈🕈 OPENING HYMN #15 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
(see music at end of bulletin) 

 

🕈🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION          Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 L: We are people born of water and the Spirit. 
  We have made promises to be Christ’s faithful disciples, 
  and to show his love for all of creation. 
             Confident of God’s grace, 
  let us confess our sin and the sin of this world. 
 

🕈🕈 LITANY OF CONFESSION   
 L: Let us pray: 
  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof. 
  For God has established it, 
  God has made it as our home, 
  and God has called us to live in harmony with nature and all humankind. 
 

 P: But we are out of touch with the Earth. 
  We don’t take time to smell a spring flower. 
  We rarely feel the dirt with our toes. 
  We fail to hear the melody of the birds. 
  Forgive us, Lord, for our hurry. 
  Help us today to be more aware of the Earth 
  and sensitive to its beauty.    Continued >> 
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 L:  In this season of Eastertide, 
  you call us to be Resurrection People, 
  renewing our lives, 
  renewing the earth, 
  renewing the relationships of our lives. 
 

 P:  Forgive us, Lord, for tolerating destruction, 
  for putting convenience before covenant, 
  for desecrating the elegance of all that you have made. 
  Call us into partnership with all of creation. 
  We pray in the Risen power of Jesus.  Amen. 
   

🕈🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 Lifting water from the font:  
 L:  The promise of our baptism continues to bless us. 
  If anyone is in Christ that person is a new creation. 
  The old is past and gone, 
  and the new has come. 
 

 P: The Good News of God’s love is bold and true. 
  Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
  Thanks be to God! 
      

🕈🕈 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   
 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 
 P: And also with you. 
 
RESPONSE  “Gloria” Christopher Grundy 
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Proclaiming God’s Word 

 

SCRIPTURE CONVERSATION  Deborah Grossman 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Mia Walters 
 L: Let us pray . . .  
  Loving God, fountain of every blessing, 
  open us to your life-giving word, 
  and fill us with your Holy spirit 
  so that living water may flow through our hearts -  
  a spring of hope for a thirsty world; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

READING OF THE PSALMS Psalm 104:1-4;10-17;24 Pew Bible pgs. 554-555 
     
 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
    O Lord my God, you are very great. 
  You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
 2 wrapped in light as with a garment. 
  You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 
 3 you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, 
  you make the clouds your chariot, 
   you ride on the wings of the wind, 
 4  you make the winds your messengers, 
    fire and flame your ministers. 
 

 10  You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 
   they flow between the hills, 
 11  giving drink to every wild animal; 
     the wild asses quench their thirst. 
 12  By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; 
     they sing among the branches. 
 13  From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 
   the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 
 

 14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
     and plants for people to use, 
  to bring forth food from the earth, 
 15 and wine to gladden the human heart, 
  oil to make the face shine, 
     and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
 16 The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, 
   the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.    Continued >>   
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 17  In them the birds build their nests; 
     the stork has its home in the fir trees.       
 24  O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
    In wisdom you have made them all; 
    the earth is full of your creatures. 
 

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL           John 20: 19-29                              Pew Bible pg. 115 
      Rev. Susan Andrews 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.’ 
 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.’ 
 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.’ 
 

SERMON    Rev. Susan Andrews 
 

🕈🕈 THANKSGIVING AND AFFIRMATION 
 

(excerpts from the Haudenosaunee’s Thanksgiving Address Greetings  
to the Natural World – New York Indigenous people) 

  

 L: Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life continue. We have been given the   
  duty to live in balance and harmony with each other and all living things. So now, we bring our  
  minds together as one as we give greetings and thanks to each other as people.  

P: Now our minds are one.  
  

L: We give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst and providing us with 
 strength. Water is life. We know its power in many forms- waterfalls and rain, mists and 
 streams, rivers and oceans. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the spirit of 
 Water.  
P: Now our minds are one.  
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L: Now we turn toward the vast fields of Plant life. As far as the eye can see, the Plants grow, 
 working many wonders. They sustain many life forms. With our minds gathered together, we 
 give thanks and look forward to seeing Plant life for many generations to come.  
P: Now our minds are one. 
  

L: We gather our minds together to send greetings and thanks to all the Animal life in the world. 
 They have many things to teach us as people. We are honored by them when they give up their 
 lives so we may use their bodies as food for our people. We are glad they are still here and we 
 hope that it will always be so.  
P: Now our minds are one 
 

L: We put our minds together as one and thank all the Birds who move and fly about over our 
 heads. The Creator gave them beautiful songs. Each day they remind us to enjoy and appreciate 
 life. To all the Birds-from the smallest to the largest-we send our joyful greetings and thanks.  
P: Now our minds are one.  Amen. 

   

COMMITMENT TO PRESERVE AND RESTORE CREATION      
Please take the bird attached to your bulletin, and write down a commitment 

you will make in the next year to be a steward of God’s good creation. 
You may place this bird in the offering plate. These birds will become a display 

of beauty and commitment in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
   

MINUTE FOR MISSION: Environment Stewardship Award Presentation Deborah Grossman 
    
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                                Rev. Ed Zumwinkel  
 L: Holy One, Holy Three, mother of all creation:  
  Yours is the womb of all life. 

Yours is the fountain of living water.  
Yours is the voice that breaks down walls. 
Yours is the love that cannot be contained. 
 

For the thirsty, you give the water of life. 
For the hungry, you offer the bread of heaven.  
For the weak, you carry heavy burdens. 
For the joyful, you shout in holy laughter. 
For the anxious, you summon showers of peace.  
For the suffering, you breathe sighs of comfort. 
 

As we pray for the new heaven and new earth, O God,  
we give thanks for this earth, our partner in your service.  
                                 Continued >> 
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Move us to hear your voice in the song of the sparrow, 
to see your face reflected in the river. 
Awaken us to your greatness through the winds of the storm,  
and the scent of your grace on the morning dew. 
Empower us to hear your prophets in the croaks of evening frogs,  
to read your gospel in the webs of writing spiders. 
 

Yours is the womb of all life, O God.  
Yours is the fountain of living water.  
Yours is the voice that breaks down walls. 
Yours is the love that cannot be contained. 
 

In your great mercy you call us to care for your creation,  
to uphold one another, and to pray for your world. 
Hear our prayers for the healing of the earth . . .  
For clean water, that all may drink . . . 
For the right use of resources 
and the careful tending of the land and the seas . . .  
For people and places damaged by war . . . 
For those who suffer, those whose needs are known to us, 
and those whose needs are known only to you . . . 
 

 (JOYS AND CONCERNS) 
 

A time of silence is kept. 
With confidence that you hear our prayers,  
we offer ourselves for your good purposes, 
watching and waiting for the healing of your creation  
as we work toward your coming reign. 
Through Christ our Savior, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and praise to you now and forever. Amen. 

 

The peace may be included here, if not elsewhere. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. 
To this peace we are called  
as members of a single body. 
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

The people may exchange signs of peace and reconciliation with one another. 
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OFFERING INVITATION                                                                                              Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

 L: Every generous act of giving 
  is itself a gift from God above. 
  Let us respond to the abundant blessings in our lives 
             by offering our time, our talent, and our treasure to God.    Continued >> 
  

OFFERTORY  “All Things Bright and Beautiful” John Rutter 
 Chancel Choir 
 

🕈🕈 DOXOLOGY #609 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
  

 
🕈🕈 PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 L: Let us pray: 
 Gracious and Generous God, 
 we are amazed by the gifts of creation that dazzle our daily lives. 
 Receive now our promises and our treasures. 
 Fill us with a vision of your new creation 
 where all may have life abundantly; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Resurrected Lord. Amen 
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Sending 
 

🕈🕈 CLOSING HYMN #22 “God of the Sparrow” ROEDER 
     (see music at end of bulletin) 
 

🕈🕈 CHARGE    
 L:  Go and join the song of creation, singing out in praise to God. 
             Go and join the cries of creation, yearning for healing. 
  Go and work for healing and wholeness of the earth.  
  

🕈🕈 BENEDICTION 
 

All are invited to be seated for Postlude.  
 

POSTLUDE  “My Redeemer Lives” Reuben Morgan 
Worship Band
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Welcome to WGPC 
 
• FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please sign the friendship pads located at the end of each pew.   
• CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Worship Activity Bags are located at each entrance to the 

Sanctuary.  
• ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Hearing devices, large print hymnals, and cushions are available. One of  

our ushers will be happy to assist you. 
• WELCOME BAGS: If you are a visitor to WGPC (or know someone who might be interested), we 

encourage you to stop by the Welcome Station in the main hallway and pick up a red welcome bag and 
additional information about our church. Bags are also located by the Lockwood and parking lot doors.  
 

 

Worship Notes
 

 

Those Who Serve Today 
Greeting Team: Marilee and Craig Campbell, Linda 

and Tom McNeely, Patty and Grant Mabie, 
Karen Schneider, Ken and Mary Ann Wallace 

Ushering Team: Freda Cook, Dan Egley, Deb 
Grossman, Rebecca and Scott Lyon, Dave 
Morris, Dorothy and Patrick Sinclair, Sam Stoll, 
Betsy Wacker, Judy and Bob Weng 

Liturgist: Mia Walters 
Tech Team: Lia Fairbanks, Tom McNeely, Rob  
 Meyer, Spencer Roudebush, Dennis Wacker 
Office Assistance: Leigh Porter 
 

Online Worship 
Our worship services are live-streamed and video 
recorded for viewing on our website (wgpc.org) and 
YouTube pages. Children’s participation in the 
Scripture Conversation indicates implied parental 
consent to be recorded.  
 

Resources 
Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are 
provided by: Westminster John Knox Press from 
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: 
Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 © 2012; Westminster 
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word 
Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 
2 © 2018; and Westminster John Knox Press from 
Book of Common Worship © 2018.

 
  

  
  

Ministry Staff 
314-962-9210 

 
Pastor: Rev. Edwin Zumwinkel, III  
 (ext. 3201) efz@wgpc.org  
Theologian in Residence: Rev. Dr. Susan  
 Andrews (c) 914-815-6507 
 sra@wgpc.org 
Pastoral Assistant: John Rawlings  

(ext. 3203) jdrtsn@gmail.com 
Director of Music Ministries: Shawn 
 Portell (ext. 3211) spp@wgpc.org 
Mission Outreach: Beth Kazlauskas  

(ext. 3208) bok@wgpc.org 
Business Administrator: Jan Scheurer  

(ext. 3206) jls@wgpc.org 
Assistant Administrator: Joyce Kimmons  

(ext. 3203) jlk@wgpc.org 
Senior Staff Assistant: Barbara Fischer 

(ext. 3202) baf@wgpc.org 
 Administrative Assistant: Barb Gaugh  

(ext. 3210)  bag@wgpc.org 
Administrative Assistant: Marilyn Souchek 

(ext. 3204) mks@wgpc.org 
Educational Ministries/Digital 
 Communications: Cherstin Byers  

(ext. 3205) chb@wgpc.org 
Custodians: (ext. 3212) 

Pete Brennan (Supervisor)  
     pjb@wgpc.org  
Pierre Campbell 
Ken Kastner  

 
 
 
  
 

file://LOCKWOOD/Users/baf/7-7-21%20BACKUP%20START%20HERE/7-18%20Bulletin/wgpc.org
mailto:baf@wgpc.org
mailto:bag@wgpc.org
mailto:pjb@wgpc.org
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April 24, 2022 Announcements
 
 

Welcome to our Earth Day Celebration! 
Since its inception in 1970 and globalization in 1990, 
Earth Day has mobilized one billion people worldwide 
to take transformative action on behalf of our planet. 

Its mission is to “diversify, 
educate and activate the 
environmental movement 
worldwide.”  At WGPC, we are 
reminded of the many blessings 
of our earth and our 
responsibility to act in 
partnership with nature.   

 
Keeping Birds Safe 

A Special Presentation in Honor of Earth Day 
TODAY, April 24, at 10:45 a.m. in the Parlor 

Did you know the month of May is high-migration 
time in our area for birds?  How do we protect them 
from glass collisions and 
light pollution as they fly? 
Environmental 
Stewardship invites you to 
today’s presentation 
featuring Jean Favara, V.P. 
of Conservation at the St 
Louis Audubon Society, 
and Janet Hoyne, a 
member of BirdSafe STL.  
Our speakers will explore how we can protect our 
birds from suburban and urban dangers through 
programs such as BirdSafe STL and Lights Out 
Heartland.  Please join us! 

 
Thank You to  

our Flower Girl! 
Anne Mabie is the artist who 
constructed at least 60 pipe-
cleaner flowers for our 
hanging mobiles on Easter 
Sunday.  Thanks to Anne and 
to all who helped beautify our 
Chancel for the Easter Season! 
 

 
Coming Soon: WGPC Church Picnic! 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Sunday, May 22 
Join us on the church 
parking lot for 
fellowship, food, 
entertainment, and fun!  
More details to come!! 

Transportation for our Afghan Family! 
We are happy to 
announce that our 
Afghan family’s 
father, Ahmad, 
earned his driver’s 
license last week. A 
generous donation of 
a 2014 Chevy 
Traverse allowed us 
to present the family 
with a car the next 
day. Many thanks to 
our congregation for 
providing the funds 
needed for insurance, 
title transfer, etc. The 
family now has the 
gift of independence! 
Donations of BP gift cards would be helpful as 
gasoline continues to increase in price. Cards 
may be put in Beth Kazlauskas’s mailbox in the 
Main Office. Keep updated on our family at: 
wgpc.org/afghan-family-partnership. 
 

Reflecting on our Feathered Friends 
Birds come to my yard, 
a large number and variety of birds, 
at all times of the year, 
in all kinds of weather. 

They come because I planned 
and worked 
to make available what they want 
and need... 
sources of water, places to build 
nests 
and all sorts of natural, 
nutritious food. 
I suppose I could offer the same 
hospitality 
to God and to people, but 
everyone knows birds are safer. 

Poem by Clarence Heller; photo by Beth Kazlauskas 
 
 

http://wgpc.org/afghan-family-partnership
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WGPC Offerings Can Now 

Be Made by Text 
Text ALMS to 73256 to make your offering 
of thanks to God. (Standard text messaging 
rates may apply.) 
 

Attention Graduates! 
We Want to Hear from You! 

Are you or someone in your family graduating from 
high school or college this spring? If so, we want to 

know! Email Cherstin Byers at 
chb@wgpc.org  with your info. 
High schoolers, please tell us 
where you're graduating from 
and your plans for next year. 
College students, we want to 

know where you're graduating from and what degree 
you will receive.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

F A I T H   F O R M A T I O N 
 

 
 

Note: Sunday Morning Adult Education 
Classes are held from 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. in 

the Parlor.  See Zoom link in the Friday Flash. 
 

 

TODAY, April 24: Earth Day Focus – Keeping 
Birds Safe. Guest speaker will be Jean Favara, Vice-
President of Conservation, St. Louis Audubon 
Society, and Janet Hoyne, a member of BirdSafe STL.  
 

May 1 and 8: Our Stories of Faith: Shaping Us 
from our Families of Origin to Now.  Led by  
The Rev. Dale Kuhn, Former Director of Care and 
Counseling, Inc.   
 

May 15: Creating Your Legacy. Presented by the 
Presbyterian Foundation. 
 

Ongoing Study Groups 
• Wednesday Evening Book Study (3rd Wednesday of 

each month) at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Contact Betsy 
Wacker at wacker.betsy@att.net. 

 

• Disciples Bible Study at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the 
Parlor and by Zoom. Contact Diane McCullough at 
dmccpae@sbcglobal.net. 

 

• Men's Bible Study. Every other Thursday at 7:00 
a.m. Contact Frank Bloemke at 314-962-0584. 

 
Children’s Classes 

Sundays, 10:50-11:45 a.m. 
Drop-off and Pick-up in Room 210 

Children pre-k through 5th grade can participate in a 
weekly rotation of classes to Praise, Explore, Grow, 
and Serve.  Contact: Cherstin Byers at chb@wgpc.org.  

 
Youth Classes 

Sunday Evenings, Youth Lounge 
• 4:00-5:30 p.m. Celtics Middle School Fellowship.   
• 5:00-7:00 p.m. Agape High School Fellowship.  
• 5:00-5:30 p.m. Family meal for all youth.  
 

Lunchtime Book Club: Vesper Flights 
Next discussion: Thursday, April 28,  

at noon by Zoom 
Environmental Stewardship’s Lunchtime Book Club 
will read Helen Macdonald's Vesper Flights and host 
three Zoom discussions at noon on  
Thursdays April 28, and  
May 26.  If you order the book at the  
Novel Neighbor (7905 Big Bend Blvd.,  
314-738-9384), you’ll receive a 20  
percent discount by mentioning you  
are a WGPC book club member.   
 

Please submit bulletin announcements by the end 
of Tuesday prior to the desired Sunday  

to Barbara Fischer at baf@wgpc.org. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sign up for our emailed Friday Flash 
at wgpc.org/announcements/ 

to learn more about upcoming events with 
access to direct links for sign-ups and other 

resources. 
 

mailto:chb@wgpc.org
mailto:wacker.betsy@att.net
mailto:dmccpae@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chb@wgpc.org
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      Continued >>  
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