WEBSTER GROVES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Good Friday
“Requiem” - Gabriel Faure
Combined members of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church and
St. Louis Metro Singers, both under the direction of Shawn Portell
April 2, 2021
OUR MISSION
We seek to live Christ’s love,
welcome all people and joyfully serve God.

PRELUDE

Partita on “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
II. Aria
Shawn Portell, organ

David M. Cherwein

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

Leslie McCormick

Blessed be the name of the Lord our God,
who redeems us from sin and death.
For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.
HYMN 830

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
Partita on “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
I. Chorale

JESU MEINE FREUDE
David M. Cherwein

(see end of bulletin for music)
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Rev. Hannah Zyla

Almighty God, look with mercy on your family,
For whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed
And to be given over to the hands of sinners,
And to suffer death on the cross;
Who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS OF LUKE AND MATTHEW

(Jesus prayers in the Garden of Olives and is betrayed by Judas)
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INTROIT AND KYRIE - GRANT THEM REST ETERNAL

Gabriel Faure

Requiem (rest)
Lux, perpetua luceat (perpetual light shine on them)
A quiet, hopeful prayer and blessing later becomes more urgent with Exaudi (Hear my
prayer!) The quiet of the opening returns, but with the new prayer Kyrie eleison, Christe
eleison (Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy)

Translation: Grant them rest eternal, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. Hymns
shall become thee, O God in Zion, and to thee shall new vows be paid in Jerusalem. Hear
though my prayer, O Lord God; unto thee shall all flesh come. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us. Grant us thy peace.

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS OF MARK AND LUKE
(Jesus is condemned to death by the Sanhedrin and is denied by Peter)

OFFERTORIUM

Jeff Ballard, soloist

Gabriel Faure

In spite of so many textual allusions to “depths”, it is hope and quiet confidence that “rise”
throughout the music. Following the central petitions of the solo baritone, voices join until four
parts have entered the prayer for release.

Translation: O Lord our God Jesus Christ, thou all-glorious King, deliver thou the souls of thy
servants from earthly bondage, and from the death of this mortal flesh; from death’s dark
valley, and from the shadows of the deep abyss. O Lord, our God, be thou merciful; save
thou them from lasting darkness. Unto thee we offer, Lord, this sacrifice, unto thee this prayer
and praise; do thou receive it for those beloved and honored whom we bless this day, whose
memory we recall; Lord, let them pass from the death of the body to life eternal, as of old thou
didst promise unto Abraham and his see. Amen
PRAYER
INTERLUDE

Leslie McCormick
Partita on “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
III. Trio
Shawn Portell, organ

David M. Cherwein

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS OF LUKE AND JOHN
(Jesus is judged by Pilate and is scourged and crowned with thorns)
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SANCTUS - HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Gabriel Faure

This ancient prayer from Isaiah begins as though we are in humble awe before the throne.
Our voices exult at “Hosanna in the highest.”

Translation: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee. O Lord, Hosanna in the highest.

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS OF JOHN AND MARK
(Jesus carries his cross and is helped by Simon of Cyrene)

PIE JESU - BLESSED JESUS

Sylvia Stoll, soloist

Gabriel Faure

A single child-like voice speaks for us to the blessed Jesus.

Translation: Blessed Jesus, Lord and God, grant them thine eternal rest. Gentle Shepherd,
lead them now through this darkness to thy Day; To thy Life that knows no death; To thy Time
that knows no end; To that home that ends the way. Blessed Jesus, Lord and God, grant
them thine eternal rest.
PRAYER
INTERLUDE

Leslie McCormick
Partita on “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
IV. Duo
Shawn Portell, organ

David M. Cherwein

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS OF LUKE AND MARK
(Jesus encounters the woman of Jerusalem and is crucified)

AGNUS DEI - LAMB OF GOD

Gabriel Faure

A threefold prayer to the Lamb for rest is answered with Lux (light). A near vision unfolds at
the thought of joining those who have preceded us into the Light. The opening “requiem”
closes the movement.

Translation: Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant them eternal rest. Let
light eternal shine on them forever with thy blessed servants, for that thou art gracious, Lord,
for that thou art good. Rest eternal grant them; let light perpetual shine upon them.
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A READING FROM THE GOSPELS OF LUKE AND JOHN

(Jesus promises to share his reign with the Good Thief and speaks to Mary and the beloved
disciple at the fool of the cross)
LIBERA ME - DELIVER ME

John Kavanaugh, soloist

Gabriel Faure

The medieval text, usually explored for its terrifying images, here becomes a dialogue
between despair and hope. Requiem aeternam (eternal rest) eventually soothes the
torturous struggling, and Lux (light) becomes the final truth.

Translation: Deliver me, Lord, from death eternal upon that day of terror, upon that day of
trial; then shall heaven and earth be moved, be consumed together, for thou shalt come upon
the earth in judgement. Trembling, I stand before thee and wait in fear till judgement shall
come upon the earth and men shall know thine anger. Day of wrath and doom impending!
Death then is struck and all creation wakes. Day of wrath and day of sorrow! Great the
shaking, exceeding bitter. Rest eternal grant them, Lord; let light perpetual shine upon them.
Deliver me, O Lord, deliver me.
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
(Jesus dies on the cross and is placed in the tomb)
IN PARADISUM - IN PARADISE

Diane Watson, soloist

Gabriel Faure

As graced as its original chant counterpart, Faure’s soprano melody becomes the voices of
angels and the martyrs welcoming us to paradise. As from a distance, a chorus welcome us
home to Jerusalem
Translation: In paradise, be thou received of angel hosts, thy coming attended by all the
blessed martyr throng, thy pathway guided into the holy city, Jerusalem. May the chorus of
angels there receive thee; and with Lazarus, blessed of Abraham, Lazarus, once a beggar,
now comforted of Abraham, be thine eternal rest.
PRAYER
POSTLUDE

Partita on “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
V. Fugue
Shawn Portell, organ

David M. Cherwein
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Notes: Requiem – Gabriel Faure

Performed in collaboration with members of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church Chancel
Choir and St. Louis Metro Singers both under the direction of Shawn P. Portell
Streamed Good Friday, April 2, 2021
You can view the worship service/concert at www.wgpc.org, visit Webster Groves
Presbyterian Church on YouTube.com and on Facebook.
It has been a joy to be able to rehearse Gabriel Faure’s “Requiem” with members of the Chancel
Choir at Webster Groves Presbyterian Church and members of St. Louis Metro Singers. A project
that began last winter/spring at WGPC and canceled by the Covid 19 pandemic is finally being
realized by a combined group of about 30 singers. I am grateful to those who have been willing to
come and safely sing each week and to the Board of Directors of SLMS who agreed to this
collaboration.
Faure began work on the Requiem in 1887 purely, in his own words, “for the pleasure of it” though
the death of his father in 1885 and of his mother two years later may well have lent to its
composition. He was 42 years of age, choirmaster at the fashionable Church of the Madeleine in
Paris, and gaining a growing reputation as a composer. He completed the work early in 1888 and
directed the premiere on January 16, 1888.
Faure made a personal selection of texts, laying emphasis on the idea of rest and peace and
omitting the Day of Judgement altogether. Faure was a church musician however he took with a
grain of salt all the piety that went along with working for the church. He was a gentle agnostic,
unwilling to surrender completely to atheism, but equally reticent to embrace all the usual dogmas of
Mother Church in 19th century France. This is why when he wrote a requiem, he was very keen to
write something that wasn’t going to be bombastic or have the fear of hell and damnation and
purgatory as was being preached by the clergy. He saw death, as something that was just part of
your life you can’t avoid. If there is anything that’s come out of the work, it is a thing of acceptance.
He saw death as “eternal rest”, when the soul is at peace, surrounded by the “light” of a gracious
and forgiving God.
I hope that you enjoy today’s service!
Shawn P. Portell
Music Director – St. Louis Metro Singers
Director of Music Ministries/Organist – Webster Groves Presbyterian Church
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