
LB 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Tenebrae Service of Worship 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

Quiet Reflection:   
 

 My God, My God, he cried, if he is quoted right 

 Somehow that moan is comforting  

 to us, alone at night, 

 who tremble, daring dawn,  

 that He, so wise and strong,  

 should weep and ask for aid. 

 Somehow, my lovely distant god,  

 it makes me less afraid.  

        - Miriam Kessler 
 

PRELUDE  “Were You There?” Leo Sowerby 
Shawn Portell, Organ 

 

🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Susan Andrews 

 L: The message about the cross is foolishness 

  to those who are perishing. 

 P: But to us it is the power of God. 

 L: Some demand signs and some desire wisdom. 

 P: But we proclaim Christ crucified, 

  a stumbling block to some, and foolishness to others. 

 L: To those who are called, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

 P: For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 

  and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

  Thanks be to God! Let our worship begin. 

    - based on I Corinthians 1: 18-25 
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We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people, 

and joyfully serve God. 
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🕈 HYMN #221           “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” PASSION CHORALE 
(see music at end of bulletin) 

 

SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS  Rev. Susan Andrews and 

 L: O my people, O my church, what have I done to you, Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 

  or in what have I offended you? Answer me. 

  I led you forth from the land of Egypt 

  and delivered you by the waters of baptism, 

  but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: I led you through the desert forty years, 

  and fed you with manna: 

  I brought you through tribulation and penitence, 

  and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, 

  but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: What more could I have done for you that I have not done? 

  I planted you, my chosen and fairest vineyard. 

  I made you the branches of my vine; 

  but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink 

  and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior, 

  and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, 

  and washed your feet as a sign of my love, 

  but you draw the sword to strike in my name 

  and seek high places in my kingdom. 

  I offered my body and my blood, 

  but you scatter and deny and abandon me, 

  and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, 

  and you close your hearts to the Counselor. 

  I pray that all may be one in the Father and me, 

  but you continue to quarrel and divide. 

  I call you to go and bring forth fruit, 

  but you cast lots for my clothing, 

  and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
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 L: I grafted you into the tree of my chosen Israel, 

  and you turned on them with persecution and mass murder. 

  I made you joint heirs with them of my covenants 

  but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, 

  and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; 

  I was hungry and you gave me no food, 

  I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 

  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 

  naked and you did not clothe me, 

  sick and in prison and you did not visit me, 

  and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 P: Lord, have mercy. 
 

SILENCE FOR MEDITATION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 L: Friends, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel. 

  Nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God. 

 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 P: Beneath the cross of Jesus 

  I fain would take my stand, 

  the shadow of a mighty rock 

  within a weary land; 

  a home within the wilderness, 

  a rest upon the way, 

  from the burning of the noon tide heat, 

  and the burden of the day. 
 

Seven Last Words 
 

Michael John Trotta 
 

THE FIRST WORD Father, Forgive Them Luke 23:34 

 

Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

Lord, have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Christ have mercy 

The extinguishing of the light 
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THE SECOND WORD Today, You will Be with Me  Luke 23:32-33; 39-43  
 

Today you will be with me in paradise. 

Remember me when you come into your kingdom, O Lord hear me! 

The extinguishing of the light 

 

THE THIRD WORD  Behold Your Son  John 19:26-27 
 

Behold, behold your son. 

At the cross her station keeping, stood mournful mother weeping. 

     Cherstin Byers, soloist 

The extinguishing of the light 

 

REFLECTION  Rev. Susan Andrews 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #218              “Ah, Holy Jesus” HERZLIEBSTER JESU 
                  (see music at end of bulletin) 

 

THE FOURTH WORD I Thirst John 19: 28-29     
 

I Thirst!  If you are Christ come down from the cross, that we might see and believe. 

If you are King, save yourself, that we might see and believe. 

Jeff Ballard, soloist 

The extinguishing of the light 

 

THE FIFTH WORD My God, Why Have You Abandoned Me? Matthew 27: 45-46 
 

     My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

     The extinguishing of the light 

 

THE SIXTH WORD Into Your Hands, I Surrender My Soul Luke 23: 44-46 
 

     Into your hands I surrender my whole soul.  

     Not mine, but your will be done. 

     The extinguishing of the light 

 

THE SEVENTH WORD It is Finished John 19:30 
 

And with a loud voice, Jesus cried, exclaiming:  It is finished! 

Darkened was the sun, darkness covered the earth; torn was the veil: 

the earth did quake; all of the graves were opened wide! 

Truly this man was the Son of God. 

     Sean Stewart, soloist 

     The carrying out of the light 
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THE DEATH TOLL (marking the years of Jesus’ life) 

 

BENEDICTION   

 

When the lights are raised, worshipers are requested to leave in silence, 

prayer, and penitence. Let us keep the vigil until Easter dawn. 
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 Worship Notes 

 

 

The Service of Tenebrae comes from Latin for “shadows” or “darkness.” The Solemn Reproaches 

of the Cross are an ancient liturgy of the Christian Church used to dramatize the accusations that God 

brings against God’s people in light of the passion and death pf Jesus. They ask hard questions that 

reveal our own rebellion and complicity in the sufferings of Christ and on the evil and sufferings in the 

world. Images from scripture are used concerning Israel and God’s hand in the holy history, but the 

accusations are clearly aimed at the faithlessness of all of us who would call upon God.        

 

About Michael John Trotta’s “Seven Last Words” 

The Seven Last Words are a set of texts that have their origins in the bible and are often referenced in 

liturgical services during Holy Week.  Musical settings exist as far back as the sixteenth century, with 

notable versions by Haydn, Gounod, Franck, and Dubois. 
 

Michael John Trotta’s newer setting of the Seven Last Words of Christ is haunting in its simplicity, yet 

exposes a gamut of emotions experienced during the Passion, in a way that distills the most poignant 

moments of the human condition:  from tender moments of forgiveness to the hopefulness of the 

promise of paradise.  The choral work further unfolds to reveal a complex tapestry of states of 

emotion:  compassion, yearnings, despair, acceptance and resignation.  Additional texts are added 

throughout as a commentary on and in dialogue with the words of Christ and further expands the 

story and the reactions of those present. 
 

A choral work originally written in 2016 for chorus and orchestra, this presentation has been re-

imagined for our Gress-Miles pipe organ, its digital resources and a variety of digitally reproduced 

MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) instruments (strings, flute and oboe).  

 

Chancel Choir Ensemble Participants 

Carol Ault, Jeff Ballard, Mike Bohannon, Dale Hansbrough, Nancy Hansbrough,  

Melissa Siemer, Sean Stewart, Brian Tobin, Diane Watson 

 

Soloists 

Jeff Ballard, Cherstin Byers, Sean Stewart 
 

Organist 

Shawn Portell 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us in the celebration of the Resurrection 

on Easter Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
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