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As the music begins, let us use this time for quiet reflection and prayer, so that we, individually and 
as a great crowd of witnesses, may prepare ourselves to reaffirm our faith as the people of God. 

 

 When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 

     Gathering for God’s Word  
 

PRELUDE   “What Wonderous Love is This” arr. Craig Phillips 
      Shawn Portell, organ  
 
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE                                      Rev. Susan Andrews 
 

🕈🕈 CALL TO WORSHIP   
  (Please rise in body or spirit.)  
 L: Jesus said: I give you a new commandment,   
  that you love one another.  
 P: Just as Christ has loved us,  
  let us love one another. 
 

 L: Beloved people of God: 
  This is the day 
  when Christ, our Passover Lamb, 
  surrendered himself to those who would kill him,  
  setting us free from sin and death forever. 
  This is the day 
  when Christ, our Teacher and Lord,  
  knelt down to wash the disciples’ feet, 
  showing us how to love and serve one another. 
  This is the day 
  when Christ, the bread of heaven,  
  shared a holy meal with his followers, 
  offering a feast of abundant life and grace for all.   
  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  

Our Mission: 
We seek to live Christ’s love, welcome all people, 

and joyfully serve God. 
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🕈🕈 OPENING HYMN #203 “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” CHEREPONI 
     (see music at end of bulletin)  
  
🕈🕈 PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 L: O God, your love is embodied in Jesus Christ, 
  who washed disciples’ feet on the night of his betrayal.  
  Wash us from the stain of sin, 
  so that, in hours of danger, we may not fail,  
  but follow your Son through every trial,  
  and praise him always as Lord and Christ, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

🕈🕈 CALL TO CONFESSION   
 L: Let us pray. 
  The proof of God’s amazing love is this: 
  while we were sinners Christ died for us.  
  Because we have faith in him, 
  we dare to approach God with confidence. 
  In faith and penitence 
  let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

🕈🕈 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 L: Let us pray. 
 P: Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken,  
  we confess that we fail to fulfill your will.  
  Though you have bound yourself to us,  
  we will not bind ourselves to you. 
  In Jesus Christ you serve us freely,  
  but we refuse your love 
  and withhold ourselves from others. 
  We do not love you fully 
  or love one another as you command. 
   

  In your mercy, forgive and cleanse us. 
  Lead us once again to your table 
  and unite us to Christ, who is the bread of life  
  and the vine from which we grow in grace. 
 

  Lord, have mercy.  
  Christ, have mercy.  
  Lord, have mercy. 
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🕈🕈 ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  
  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
  you are forgiven. Amen.    
 

 L: May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins,  
  strengthen you in all goodness, 
  and by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 L: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
 P: And also with you. 
      

Proclaiming God’s Word 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Harriet Hall 
 L: Let us pray. 
  Eternal God, by your Word and Spirit,  
  you have given us a new commandment: 
  to love and serve one another in Jesus’ name. 
  Let the good news of your liberating love 
  be sealed in our hearts and shown in our lives;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 Pew Bible pg. 58  
    

1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your  
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. 
       

13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  14 This day shall be a day 
of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your 
generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
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GOSPEL READING John 13: 1-7, 31b-35 Pew Bible pgs. 107-108 
 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and 
to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ 7Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.’ 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as 
I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

 
SERMON    Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
   
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel  
 L: Liberating and redeeming God, 
  we give thanks that you hear the cries of your people.  
  Therefore, in our time of trial, we call upon your name,  
  saying: Lord, in your mercy,  
 P: hear our prayer. 
 

 (JOYS AND CONCERNS) 
 

 L: As you delivered our ancestors from slavery  
  and led them to a land of promise and plenty,  
  liberate all who are captive or oppressed 
  and bring them to a place of abundant life.  
  Lord, in your mercy,  
 P: hear our prayer.    Continued >> 
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 L: As you saved your people from death  
  on the night of the Passover, 
  redeem us from sin and death  
  through Jesus Christ the Lamb. 
  Lord, in your mercy,  
 P: hear our prayer. 
 

 L: As Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord  
  stooped down to wash his disciples’ feet,  
  teach us to love and serve our neighbors  
  with Christlike compassion and humility.  
  Lord, in your mercy,  
 P: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING INVITATION                                                                                               
 L: What shall we offer for all God’s goodness to us? 
 P: Let us lift up the cup of salvation  
  and call on the name of the Lord. 
 
OFFERTORY  “When Jesus Wept” Peter Olejar 
 Chancel Choir 

 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE  Rev. Susan Andrews  
 L: The Lord said to Moses: 
  This shall be a day of remembrance for you,  
  you shall celebrate it as a festival of the Lord. 
  Paul says to the Church: 
  As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,  
  you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel   
 L: The Lord be with you.  
 P: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts.  
 P: We lift them to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 L: It is truly right and our greatest joy  
  to give you thanks and praise, 
  O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe. 
  You made us in your image, 
  and freed us from the bonds of slavery.  
  You claimed us as your people, 
  and made covenant to be our God.  
  You fed us manna in the wilderness, 
  and brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey. 
  When we forgot your covenant  
  you spoke through prophets, 
  calling us to turn again to your ways. 
  Therefore we praise you, 
  joining our voices with the celestial choirs 
  and with all the faithful of every time and place,  
  who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 

 L: You are holy, O God of majesty,  Rev. Susan Andrews 
  and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
  In humility he descends from your heights, 
  to kneel in obedience to love’s commands.     Continued >> 
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 L: He who is boundless takes on the bondage of our sin.    
  He who is free takes our place in death’s prison. 
  He who is risen leads us to eternal life. 
   

  Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, 
  We take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us, 
  and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 
  Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
  as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 
  that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 
 

 L: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us  
  and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
  that the bread we break and the cup we bless 
  may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
  By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ  
  and with all who are baptized in his name,  
  that we may be one in ministry in every place.  
  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 
  send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 
 

  Lead us, O God, by the power of your Spirit  
  to live as love commands. 
  Bound to Christ, 
  set us free for joyful obedience and glad service.  
  As Jesus gave his life for ours, 
  help us to live our lives for others  
  with humility and persistent courage. 
  Give us strength to serve you faithfully  
  until the promised day of resurrection,  
  when, with the redeemed of all the ages, 
  we will feast with you at your table in glory. 
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 L: Through Christ, 
  all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  
  with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, 
  now and forever.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 L: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  
 P: Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
  are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD Rev. Ed Zumwinkel 
 L: We remember with thanksgiving our Lord’s Passover meal, 
  shared with his closest of friends, 
  in which he took the bread and blessed it,   
  broke it open, and gave it to them, saying: 
  This is my body. 
  Take and eat it, remembering me. 
 

  We remember how he took a cup, saying:  Rev. Susan Andrews 
  This is the new covenant in my blood. 
  Drink it, all of you, and remember me. 
 

COMMUNION 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER  Rev. Susan Andrews 
 L: God of grace, we give you thanks 
  for the feast of redemption we have shared 
  in the body and blood of our Savior. 
  As you have nourished us with love, 
  let our lives proclaim your great love for the world; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN #836 “Abide with Me” EVENTIDE  
     (see music at end of bulletin) 
 

STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH  
 

Please leave in silence. 
 

 
About the Lenten Liturgical Art 

 

For the communion table arrangement, we have gathered things that come from 
dirt: glass made from sand, soda ash, and limestone; burlap, made from the jute 
plant; branches of a tree with last year’s leaves; and stems of last year’s asters 
with seeds still clinging to them. Outside, the dirt lies dormant, holding roots and 
seeds for this year’s growth, and not yet showing us the new life of this year’s 
leaves and flowers. Remnants of last year’s leaves and flowers remind us that this 
year’s beauty and growth are coming. As we move through Lent, let’s pray that we 
can find and hold hope: hope for God’s gifts of a new year; hope that, as God 
breathed into the dirt and formed human beings, God will breathe life into us 
again; and hope of resurrection.   
 

The congregational art project uses natural elements and rough textures (such as 
ashes, twine, and stone) to help us visualize the harsh, sharp, unattractive 
realization of our need to be forgiven through our faith in God.  It will remain in 
the Sanctuary though Good Friday. 
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