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What can be recycled through Store Drop-Off? 

Certain flexible plastic packages can be recycled through Store Drop-Off locations. Look for the 

How2Recycle Store Drop-Off label on flexible plastics made of high-density polyethylene (HDPE) and low-

density polyethylene (LDPE), including grocery and produce bags, bread bags, some plastic wraps, some 

plastic mailers, some cereal bags, and more. Download a helpful poster about what's accepted Store Drop-off 

here. 

Most Plastic Bags 

Most plastic bags, like grocery bags, produce bags, newspaper bags, zipper sandwich bags, and some cereal 

bags can be recycled through Store Drop-Off. 

Most Plastic Wraps 

Most stretchy plastic wraps, like the wrap around multi-packs of drink bottles, paper towels, or diapers can be 

recycled through Store Drop-Off. 

Pouches And Air Pillows 

These plastic pouches and air pillows carry the How2Recycle label and can be recycled at Store Drop-Off. 

Where can I bring my Store Drop-Off packages? 

Many How2Recycle retail members have Store Drop-Off collection bins in their stores, including Target, 

Walmart, Lidl, and Wegmans! Wherever you see a plastic bag recycling bin in retail stores, you can also 

recycle your bags, wraps, and films. You do not need to take these items back to the same place where you 

bought them. Even if you purchased the packages online, you can still take them to any retail store with a 

plastic bag recycling bin. 

Find a Store Drop-Off location near you. 

Why can’t I put bags in my curbside recycling bin? 

Unless you live in one of the few communities in the U.S. that accepts plastic bags, wraps, and films in 

curbside recycling, you must take your them to the store for recycling, no matter what the claims on the 

package may suggest. These bags, wraps, and films get tangled up in the equipment in facilities that serve 

curbside recycling programs, causing problems for recyclers. After this, they are landfilled. Make sure 

flexible packages don’t make their way into your curbside recycling bin! They undergo a special recycling 

process through Store Drop-off. 

What isn't recyclable through Store Drop-Off? 

Only some packages can be recycled through Store Drop-Off. When you take your bags and wraps to the 

store, you should not include any: 

 Biodegradable or compostable bags 

 Pre-washed salad mix bags 

 Candy wrappers 

 Most pet food bags 

https://sustainablepackaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Store-Drop-Off-Poster.pdf
https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
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If you don't see the item listed above and you don't see the How2Recycle label, don't include it in Store Drop-

Off recycling to make sure you aren't contaminating the bin.  

What does “Recycle if Clean & Dry” mean? 

Plastic bags, wraps, and films need to be clean and dry when you drop them off them at the store. This means 

no crumbs, no food residue, and no liquid inside them. You don’t need to rinse out and air-dry each and every 

bag, but if there are crumbs, shake them out. If the bag is damp, let the water evaporate before stuffing it into 

the bin. And if there’s a lot of food residue that doesn’t come off easily, it may be best to not recycle it. 

What does “Remove Paper Label Before Recycling” mean? 

Most plastic mailers have paper shipping labels on them, and some other wraps and bags have paper labels as 

well. Paper labels are detrimental to the Store Drop-off recycling process. You can help by peeling off any 

paper labels before taking your bag to the Store Drop-Off location. If the labels don’t peel off easily, you can 

cut them off with scissors. 

What about the recycling numbers? 

Some communities use Resin Identification Codes, often misidentified as “recycling numbers,” to 

communicate what types of plastic they will accept. For example, flexible plastic packages with #2 or #4 are 

usually good to go in the Store Drop-off bin. But these numbers don’t always tell the full story about 

recycling. Even if your community says they accept “#2 and #4 plastics” in curbside bins, although it’s 

confusing, they are referring to rigid plastics like bottles and jugs. You should not try to recycle your bags, 

wraps, and films curbside. If you see the How2Recycle Store Drop-Off label on a package, you know that 

How2Recycle has confirmed the package can be recycled through Store Drop-off. 

What happens to these bags and wraps after they’re recycled? 

After they’re collected at a Store Drop-Off location, your bags, wraps, and films might get recycled into 

synthetic lumber for decking or park benches, or they might be recycled directly into another bag.  

Check Locally 

All recycling programs are unique. Get to know your local recycling program you use and encourage them to 

use How2Recycle.info as a resource. 

 Check printed materials from your local government or recycling provider 

 Browse the website of your local government or recycling provider 

 Call your local government or recycling provider 

 Check with local retailers for drop-off locations, including receptacles for plastic bags and films with 

the How2Recycle™ “Store Drop-Off” label 

https://search.earth911.com/?utm_source=earth911-headerfooter&utm_medium=secondary-

nav&utm_campaign=advanced-search 

https://berecycled.org/search/ 

 

http://www.how2recycle.info/news/2016/recycling-numbers
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Clear. Consistent. Concise. 

Recycling labels that make sense. 

Preparing Material for Recycling 

Information is provided to ensure the proper steps are taken to effectively recycle materials. 

  

  

Empty & Reattach Sprayer: This means before you recycle the bottle, make sure it's empty and reattach the sprayer. 

For this packaging, the sprayer is recyclable! 

How2Recycle 

Information and locational instructions let you know if an item can be recycled traditionally or by other 

means. 

 Widely Recycled Limited Recycling * Not recycled in all communities  

 Not Yet Recycled Store Drop-Off  

 Type of Recyclable Material 

Lists what type of material the packaging is made from. 
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 Lists Recyclable Parts of Packaging 

Information on what parts of the packaging needs to be recycled in this specific way. 

 

 

The Multi-Component Labels  

We want to be sure that you know how to recycle your whole package, not just a part of it! For a 

How2Recycle label like the one at right, each "tile" represents a different part of the package. This is really 

helpful for when you're trying to know how to recycle different parts of your package. How2Recycle labels 

are intended to be read left to right, based on which part of the packaging you encounter first. 

 

 


