
DO JUSTICE, LOVE KINDNESS & WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD 

As we anticipate the season of Lent, let us consider the ways we are each called to offer the good news 

of God’s love to friends, neighbors, and strangers—and how we can discover that merciful and 

compassionate love for ourselves, too.  
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Letter from the Pastor 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I am excited to let you know that next month our newsletter is 
changing.   Beginning next month we will move from a monthly 
publication to a quarterly newsletter.  Each issue will contain the 
pictures and stories of ministry that we have been part of the past 
quarter. So instead of a newsletter that talks about what is coming 
up, we are moving to a newsletter that reports the good news of the 
gospel we have accomplished.  Our new communications coordinator, Tracey Rapisardo will utilize her 
journalism skills to write the WGPC story each quarter.  Others will contribute as well, telling the stories of 
how WGPC and our people have been actively engaged in the mission of Jesus Christ.   
 
News of what is coming up in the life of our church will be available in the newly designed Friday Flash and 
on our new website.  A general calendar section in the newsletter will be included but the up to date details 
will come each Friday to your email inbox so we can better communicate all the important things we are 
doing as a church. 
 
We think this will enhance your ability to know what's going on at church and make it easier to find ways to 
put your faith into action. 
 
If you have any questions, please speak with me or Pastor Hannah and we will be glad to answer them.  God 
continues to bless our church with new and fresh ways of being Christ's faithful people in the world!  Praise 
be to God! 
 
Peace,  

This thank you is from the moderator of the Think Spring event presented by Alpha Omega. They have used WGPC for the 
event for the past several years. This year, the event proceeds are going to St. Jude Children Research Hospital.  

   
Hello to my Friends and Family, 

 Thank You is an important word in our language. St. Jude's is a place in this 
world for hope, when families are desperate and scared. You have helped this 
year again. We were able to send $10,350 from the proceeds of Think Spring ! 

                                                            Love, Molly 

Lift Your Prayers to God 
We pray this month for: 

 The family of Nita Hibbett, who entered into her resurrection on January 31. 

 The family of Frances Green, who entered into her resurrection on February 6. 

 Gerri Seitz, on the death of her sister Carol Lane on February 16. 

 Those in need of healing and comfort, especially Sandy Buschmann, Rosalie Cooper,  

  Jane Hammond, Diana Likely, Mary Roberts  

 ...in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6 

Thank you, WGPC 
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The Season of Lent 

Our community gathers for worship to begin our observance of Lent on Wednesday, March 6 at 6pm.  Please note 
that commission meetings will still occur at 7pm.  

The pastors, accompanied by elders, will also be offering the imposition of ashes and prayers in the Prayer Room 
by the chapel from 6:30-8:30am and 11:30am-1:30pm on Ash Wednesday.  All are welcome.  

Lenten Midweek Worship 

Beginning on Wednesday, March 13, all are welcome to come by the chapel from 11:30am-1:30pm each 
Wednesday of Lent for self-guided prayer.  Various prayer stations, each engaging a different sense and offering a 
different way to be with God, will be set up through the chapel and the narthex.  Come for five minutes or come for 
two hours—come and rest and breathe and be nourished.     

Good Friday: The Seven Last Words of Christ 
Join us for worship on Friday, April 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. as the WGPC Chancel 

Choir and Soloists along with a guest orchestra lead us through The Seven Last 

Words of Christ as imagined by Dubois. 

The tradition of singing the Passion story began in the early centuries of the Christian 
church. To add solemnity to Holy Week services, priests would chant the appointed 
Gospel account rather than simply read it. By the 13th century, these intonations had 
developed into dramatic narrations with soloists playing the key roles. The earliest 
polyphonic settings date from the 15th century with extant examples surviving from 
England, Italy, and Spain. By the mid-17th century, the Reformation had led to a distinctly 
German oratorio Passion set in the vernacular, employing recitatives, arias, choruses, 
and instrumental movements. These oratorio Passions ultimately reached their pinnacle 
in the great St. Matthew Passion and St. John Passion of Johann Sebastian Bach.  

Théodore Dubois composed The Seven Last Words of Christ in 1867 for Saint Clotilde in Paris, where he was the 
choir director. He scored the work for full orchestra, chorus, and soloists. The Seven Last Words of Christ is 
presented in eight movements: an introduction for soprano and orchestra followed by a movement for each word of 
Christ from the cross. Composing for the Catholic Church, Dubois used traditional texts from the Roman Catholic 
Holy Week liturgies to add meditations on the scriptural account. The opening soprano solo is the O Vos 
Omnes traditionally sung at Tenebrae services. In the Third Word, Christ¹s words to Mary, his mother, are 
combined with the 13th-century sequence Stabat Mater Dolorosa; in the Fourth Word, Christ¹s anguish at being 
forsaken by his Father is combined with the liturgical text Omnes Amici Mei. At the end of the Seventh Word, 
Dubois concludes his sacred cantata with a hymn-like setting of the medieval antiphon Adoramus Te, Christe. This 
serene hymn provides the listener with a foretaste of the resurrection after the compelling drama of the Passion 
story.  The WGPC Chancel Choir will present this stirring drama with a new English translation by Hal Hopson. 

Ash Wednesday 

Lenten Bible Study: Tidying Up with Jesus Christ 

You’ve seen organizational guru Marie Kondo lead others through their homes and closets in search of joy. But 

what does Jesus have to say about the things we own and our relationship with them? Join us on the Third Floor 

on Sundays at 9:30am during Lent for this Bible study exploring what Jesus taught about possessions and what 

our faith teaches us about what really sparks joy. 
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Growing in Faith 

Save the Date for 2019 Vacation Bible School! 
Monday, June 24th - Thursday, June 27th 9:00 a.m. - noon  

Ages 2 - 3rd Grade 

Volunteer opportunities for adults and youth completing 4th grade and older!  

Blast off with the first VBS to land on the moon! To Mars and Beyond will help kids 
discover the wonders of God's universe.     Registration and volunteer sign ups to follow. 

One Church One Book Luncheon and Discussion of Neighbor  
If you’ve been reading Neighbor: Christian Encounters with Illegal Immigration, consider joining us for lunch and 
discussion about the book and how it may be calling us to respond to the issue of immigration.   
 

Who: Anyone who has been reading Neighbor 
When: Sunday, March 10th from 11:45 to about 1:00pm 
Where: Parlor 
Food: Salad bar, bread, beverages 

  
If you’ve not done so already, RSVP to Chuck Reynolds at cpreynolds315@outlook.com to make 

sure we have enough food. 

Beginning March 10 

Tidying Up with Jesus Christ 

You’ve seen organizational guru Marie Kondo lead others through 

their homes and closets in search of joy. But what does Jesus 

have to say about the things we own and our relationship with 

them? Join us for this Lenten study exploring what Jesus taught 

about possessions and what our faith teaches us about what really 

sparks joy. 

Led by the pastors 

Re:Confirmation 

Ever wish you remembered 
a little more from Confirma-
tion? Come join us for a 
refresher in the basics of 
how the  church came to 
be, what we believe, and 
what it means to be a Pres-
byterian.  
Led by Pastor Hannah 

Coffee Shop Talks 

Each week we watch a TED 
Talk and discuss how the is-
sues raised relate to our lives 
of faith and the world around 
us. We also host guest speak-
ers on mission, earth care, and 
a great deal more! When we 
have guest speakers we will 
meet in Fellowship Hall. 

Adult Education & Faith Formation  
Sundays at 9:30am on the Third Floor 

Agape Trivia Night - April 5 
Agape is looking for prize donations for their annual trivia night to be held on April 5. Donations of varying sizes 

are needed to be awarded as overall prizes or as mini-game prizes, or to be raffled off. Examples include tickets 

to shows and sporting events, gift certificates to restaurants and golf outings, basket of goodies, crafts and art-

work, weekend getaways or even keys to a cabin in Michigan! If you have anything that you are willing to donate 

to the event, please contact Cherstin Byers (chb@wgpc.org). 
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Live Christ’s Love 

40 Days of Giving 
Did you know that 1 in every 6 individuals lives in poverty and struggles with hunger in the greater St. Louis 
region, including more than 172,000 children?  Local food pantries are facing an increased demand for food, so 

during Lent we are asking our members to consider that reality on a daily basis, and contribute 
what you can to our “40 Days of Giving” food collection. A great start would be to donate one 
item for each week during Lent. The seven items most requested at Isaiah 58 Ministries are 
SPAM, sardines, mac n cheese, peanut butter/jelly (plastic jar), pasta sauce (canned or plastic 
jar), toothbrushes, and razors.   

Gather your items and bring them to our collection area in the back of Fellowship Hall. Want to 
do more and shoot for 40 items in 40 days? Here are more ideas of what they need: canned 

soup, stew, cereal, canned fruit, tuna, jello, spices, crackers, cooking oil, dried beans, pasta, coffee, laundry 
detergent, diapers, tampons, shampoo, deodorant, paper towels, and toilet paper. 

Clean Water for Clean Water? 
In February during worship, many of us heard from Kimberly Richey of Marion Medical Mission about the wells 
that we helped support in Africa with a donation from our Mission Endowment Fund. Believe it or not, it takes 
just $450 to build one well that will bring clean drinking water to 125 individuals in Africa! Here is an idea 
shared by Pastor Dave Burgess at St. Mark's in Ballwin, Missouri for an additional way our congregation could 
help build wells: 

“I want to challenge you to do something different this Lent. Lots of people give something up like 
sugary sweets or meat on Friday (it's Filet-O-Fish Season.) For the past decade, I have encouraged 

members to drink only clean tap water for the 40 days of Lent. Giving up the morning trip to Starbucks 
or the evening glass of wine might be a tall task for some, but it will help us comprehend how much 
money we spend on beverages. Moreover, we can use the money we save to support agencies like 
the Marion Medical Mission who dig wells across Africa. We are blessed to have clean water in our 

community, and this challenge helps us to understand the needs of those who have less and support 
groups who are working to provide living water for all God's children.” 

If you would like to take up this challenge and donate the money you save to Marion Medical Mission, you can do 
so by making a check out to WGPC with “African Wells” in the memo. We will wait until the end of April and send a 
check to them from any donations we receive. 

Come Join Us at Home Sweet Home! 
We have been having a great time volunteering at Home Sweet Home 

on the first Friday of each month. It is a chance to get to know some 

other members of our congregation better while helping those in our 

community who may be moving into homes for the first time and need 

some additional support. Thirteen members volunteered in February 

and we already have people signing up for the next couple of months. If 

you’d like to join us go to the church website (www.wgpc.org), click on 

Get Involved and Sign Up…and then look for the mission signup links. 

All ages are welcome!  
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Sing a New Song 

Music in a Great Place 

Brett Floyd, Classical Guitar 

On Sunday, March 17, Brett Floyd, classical guitarist from Columbia, SC returns 

to WGPC to play “Triduum” by Mark Anthony Cruz throughout both morning 

worship services.  Triduum was commissioned by Brett and is a programmatic 

work based on the last three days of Christ with inspiration from the Last Supper, 

the Crucifixion and the Resurrection days of Holy Week.  Using a unique guitar 

tuning, extended harmonies and leitmotifs, Triduum captures the drama, pain and 

beauty of Holy Week, offering us a musical meditation on the season of Lent in 

our worship.     

“Then Sings My Soul” - St. Louis Metro Singers  

March 24, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. 

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church 

Under the direction of WGPC’s Music Director Shawn Portell, The St. Louis Metro Singers is an 80 voice 

community chorus with membership from St. Louis City and County, St. Charles County and neighboring 

communities.  Now in its 32nd season the chorus sings 10-12 concerts a year throughout the city, and metro-

politan area and inspires its audiences with a wide variety of repertoire – sacred, secular, pop and patriotic. 

This season, the chorus  sings a program based on Dan Forrest’s choral octavo, “How Great Thou Art” enti-

tled “Then Sings My Soul” – sacred music that inspires the soul!   

What music inspires your soul?  The creative process is an integral part of making music.  It starts from within 

your soul and heart.  You need to be able to take black notes on a page and make them into an expressive, 

rich and beautiful musical creation.  The musician needs to transform a written piece of music into a musical 

masterpiece the listener will never forget.  The composition needs to not only be communicated in the style 

and period of the composer, but also needs to be delivered with emotion, expression and individuality. 

On this concert The St. Louis Metro Singers promise to deliver, enriching your Lenten and Easter journey.  

For this concert, the St. Louis Metro Singers also welcomes WGPC’s own Ted Cronbaugh (Music Assistant/

Assistant Organist at WGPC) as their guest accompanist.  
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