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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Welcome to our new church newsletter! We have an incredibly 

active and generous congregation which is involved with 

Christ's ministry in so many ways. So much so, we decided it 

was important to do a better job telling the stories of our minis-

try. Starting with this issue of the WGPC Connector, you will 

find the stories that connect our ministries to our people and to the good news of 

the gospel.   

You will recall, our newsletter is now a quarterly publication that contains more 

photographs and more details about the ministries, fellowship and worship of 

WGPC. Please forward a copy to family and friends you know who might also 

enjoy our church family and all that we do. The newsletter will be a great way to 

help share the story of our church. 

Thank you to Tracey Rapisardo, our new Connections Coordinator, who has re-

searched and written the vast majority of articles within the newsletter. 

For information about calendar events and their details, refer to your Friday 

Flash or the website (wgpc.org). If you are not receiving the Friday Flash and 

would like to, contact Cherstin Byers at chb@wgpc.org.  

Peace,  
Palm Sunday Procession 

Letter from the Pastor 

Mission Commission finalizes plans for Meyer’s gift and refocuses for 
the future 

Several St. Louis non-profit organizations will benefit from 

Dorothy Meyer’s generous bequest to Webster Groves 

Presbyterian Church.  

The Mission Outreach Commission has finalized its plans 

for distributing the $475,000 that has been set aside for 

missions from the $2.47 million left to the church. 

“I think we’re all really excited about the opportunities avail-

able to us because of this generous gift,” said Mission Out-

reach Coordinator Beth Kazlauskas.  

After a focused discernment process, the Commission vot-

ed to use $300,000 of the funds to make special develop-

ment grants to three or four St. Louis non-profits over a 

three year period. The plan received the support of Session 

during its February meeting. 

The Mission Outreach Commission will be working with the 

St. Louis Community Foundation to receive and evaluate 

grant proposals from local nonprofits over the summer. The 

commission plans to make its final decisions on which or-

ganizations they will choose and the respective grant 

amounts sometime before September, Commission mem-

ber Julie Wood reported.  

(see Mission Plans continued on next page) 

WGPC members regularly volunteer for Home Sweet Home 
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Mission Plans cont. 

The organizations that receive the 

grants will be focused on either 

education or work force development. 

The hope is that they will also provide 

hands on opportunities for WGPC 

members, according to the report. 

Julie said although the process took 

some time, she is satisfied with the 

results. 

“I appreciate that it was a very 

deliberate process,” she said. “I’m 

happy that we ended up with the St. 

Louis Community Foundation to help 

us and that we will be able to make a 

difference to at least three 

organizations.” 

In addition to the community grants, 

the commission voted to support both 

Home Sweet Home and the Council of 

Protestant Churches of Nicaragua 

(CEPAD’s) Capital Campaign with 

dedicated grants, according to the 

report. 

Each organization will receive $36,000, 

Beth said.  

That will leave about $100,000 in the 

Mission Outreach Commission’s 

coffers for future mission opportunities, 

she said. 

Mission Outreach Commission 

restructures 

The special development and 

dedicated grants are only part of the 

Commission’s new efforts to use its 

resources more effectively however. 

The Commission recently developed 

new focused categories for overall 

giving that will help enlist support and 

make a greater impact on the 

communities the church serves, Beth 

said.    

The plan comes after a lengthy 

process of canvassing the 

congregation, reviewing the church’s 

mission activities and narrowing the 

commission’s focus to determine what 

kind of organizations would help make 

a greater impact on the communities 

WGPC serves.  

“We all felt as though we were going in 

so many directions,” Beth said. “It was 

hard to explain to people just what our 

passions were and how they could get 

involved.” 

Members of the Commission set out 

with two basic goals:  

One was to determine how to do the 

most good with the new funds the 

committee received from the Dorothy 

Meyer Fund and the other was to 

develop a new, more clearly defined 

mission focus to guide the church for 

the next 3 to 5 years. 

The first step was to survey the 

congregation, Beth said.  

“We wanted to know what kinds of 

things members were involved in 

outside of church, what activities 

excited the members most,” she said.  

The Mission Commission also began 

looking at the organizations they 

already served to get a sense of the 

kinds of organizations the 

congregation wanted to support. 

The Commission finally came up with 

three categories that will focus their 

efforts – Food and Housing Security 

that will work to meet individuals’ basic 

needs, Education and Empowerment 

that can create “a pathway out of 

poverty” and Stronger Community 

that will support efforts to make 

communities stronger, safer and more 

welcoming.   

Beth said the Commission already 

partners with several organizations for 

Food and Housing Security; the 

special development grants are 

focused on education and training; and 

the Commission plans to partner with 

the Social Advocacy Team in the 

Stronger Community category. 

Although, there are new categories for 

missions, she said very few missions 

were deleted from the Commission’s 

list.  

“(These categories) will help us make 

decisions when we get new requests,” 

she said.  

For more information about the 

Mission Outreach Commission’s Plan 

or to get involved in missions, see the 

mission section of the church’s website 

at wgpc.org.    

WORK TOWARD PROVIDING  
A PATHWAY OUT OF POVERTY 
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Maundy Thursday, April 18 

6:00 p.m. Service in Fellowship Hall 

Join us for dinner, a worship service  

around the Lord’s Supper, and a service project.  

Good Friday, April 19 

7:00 p.m. Service in the Sanctuary 

Join us for Music in a Great Place: The Seven Last 

Words of Christ, as the choir and guest orchestra take 

us through a musical meditation on the day of Christ’s 

death. 

Easter Sunday, April 21 

8:30 a.m. Informal Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Join us in Fellowship Hall for fellowship, 

treats, crafts, an Easter egg hunt and family photos. 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Holy Week  

Excitement is growing about this year’s trip to Nicaragua! 

Harriet Hall and her husband John Hughes recently 

traveled to the country for a stay from March 16-23. Harriet 

said the people were glad to see them after their absence 

last year.  

“The simple fact that the North American partners were 

willing to come and visit meant so much to all of the Nicas 

and helped give them some hope. They need us – 

economically and spiritually – to help build peace,” Harriet 

wrote in a report on the trip.  

This year’s mission trip to Nicaragua is scheduled for July 

20-28, and the delegation is forming now.  

“This is a multi-generational mission trip, so don’t assume 

you’re too young or too old!” Harriet said.  

This marks the 20
th
 year that our presbytery has been in 

partnership with the rural community of Plan Grande #2. 

Our congregation has been active and engaged since the 

beginning. In addition to annual trips to the community, we 

provide scholarships to support students in high school and 

college.  

WGPC members have supported the scholarship program 

for a number of years by purchasing coffee, attending our 

annual dinner, or making Giving Tree donations.  

Many in our congregation have made the trip to Plan 

Grande #2 over the years.  

Jim Wood said the experience put his faith to work. 

“Going to Nicaragua was a tangible act of serving, doing 

and putting myself out there for people a world away from 

my comfortable life. And in so doing, I became closer to the 

person Christ told us to be,” he said.  

Harriet said connecting to the people touched her heart. 

“While we recognize that this kind of mission trip is not 

appealing to everyone and there are certainly other ways to 

support the mission, there is really nothing like meeting the 

people there and hearing about their lives, playing with the 

children and sharing as Christians,” Harriet said.  

The trip also builds bonds at WGPC, said Pastor Ed. 

“One of the many blessings of my trip to Nicaragua was the 

sense of camaraderie with the people in my group,” he 

said. “It especially deepened my relationships with those 

from WGPC.” 

Those interested in going to Nicaragua can call Harriet at 

314-963-7112 or email hallhughes@aol.com or for more 

information, log onto wgpc.org/nicaragua. 

Mission 
Nicaragua trip planned for July 20-28 

Harriet Hall,  John Hughes and Juan Luis work on a  
partnership activity envisioning peace. 
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Early Childhood Center 

The Golf Tournament held April 1 to 

benefit the Early Childhood Center 

(ECC), the first fundraiser of its kind for 

the program, was a welcome success.  

The tournament, held at Westborough 

Country Club, attracted 56 golfers on a 

chilly but sun-filled day, secured 18 

hole sponsors and raised $7,500 for 

the ECC. 

The money not only came from the 

tournament directly but from generous 

donations from individuals, said Kristie 

Clinard, who worked to organize the 

event. 

The funds will make a difference for 

the Early Childhood Center, director 

Robin Cannon said. 

“This will help 

us make our 

budget,” she 

said. 

Robin, who has 

worked at the 

ECC for 25 

years and 

served as its 

director for 19 

years said this 

past year, 

2018, was the 

first year that 

expenses ex-

ceeded income 

for operating 

the school.  

“It was eye-opening,” she said. “We 

concluded we needed to raise some 

money.”  

Members of the ECC Committee were 

brainstorming ideas when Kristie, one 

of the parents stepped up to the plate. 

She and her husband Daniel were new 

members at Westborough, and they 

suggested giving a golf tournament a 

try.  

“We wanted to do what we could to 

support the school,” Kristie said. 

The Clinards have three children. Their 

daughter Jane is currently in the Junior 

Kindergarten class at the center.  

“Robin is precious, personable and 

gracious. We loved the staff and their 

program of social and academic skills. 

The cost was very affordable for what 

we got out of it,” Kristie said. “This is 

our last child in the program and we 

wanted to give back as a thank you, 

but also be-

cause the school 

needed the sup-

port.”  

Between the 

ECC pre-school 

and Kids Day 

Out programs 

about 40 chil-

dren and their 

parents benefit 

from the Early 

Childhood Cen-

ter, Robin said.  

The cost of run-

ning the pro-

gram is about 

$100,000 annually, she said.  

Tuition makes up about 80 percent of 

the revenue. The church also offers 

scholarships from the Giving Tree to 

help make up the rest. 

This is the 27
th
 year for the Kids Day 

Out, a program that provides a sched-

ule of activities for children on 

Wednesdays. The pre-school provides 

care and an educational program for 

children who are one to five years old 

(the year before they will attend kinder-

garten) five days a week. The ECC 

employs 12 part-time staff members.  

The program is a mission for Robin 

who said she loves the work and it is 

needed.   

“Children need to learn in a safe envi-

ronment, and it’s really fun,” she said. 

“Everyone enjoys learning. The par-

ents are happy. The children are hap-

py and the teachers are happy.”  

Members Todd and Julia Ringkamp 

enrolled their son Charlie, 4, in the 

Early Childhood Center.  

“I work part-time from home, but I 

wanted Charlie to be with other young 

children and be socialized. He’s very 

comfortable there,” Julia said. “We love 

Robin, and all the teachers are fabu-

lous. It’s a warm, caring environment. I 

trust them, and Charlie is more social 

and outgoing since he started. He’s 

really come out of his shell.” 

Julia also was part of the committee 

that helped with the golf tournament 

and she (and daughter Nora) volun-

teered at the tournament while Todd 

(dad) golfed. 

For those who missed the tournament, 

tickets for a raffle featuring a $125 Clo-

ver and the Bee gift card is still going. 

Tickets are $10 or two for $15. See 

Robin Cannon to purchase them. The 

winning ticket will be pulled at the  

ECC’s Spring Concert on April 30.  

Raising funds  
Fore the ECC 

Back row: Pastor Ed Zumwinkel, Kristie Clinard, Robin 
Cannon, Julia Ringkamp. Front Row: Teddy Clinard, 
Jane Clinard, Charlie Ringkamp 
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Per Capita 
A Presbyterian Pledge 

Did you know? 

As members of the Presbyterian Church, we understand 

“polity,” the form of government that unites us across our 

own presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy and to the Office of 

General Assembly.  

But who is responsible to pay for the services of the larger 

church that keeps us connected and working together for 

the greater good? The answer is each and every member 

of the Presbyterian Church USA. 

“In a connected church such as ours, per capita is the re-

sponsible way of sharing costs that equitably belong to the 

whole Presbyterian community,” former Stated Clerk 

Gradye Parsons said.  

The annual contribution of $31 per member is the primary 

source to fund the work of the Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery 

that serves our regional churches, the national Office of 

General Assembly that brings us together to discern the 

Spirit’s leading, the Office of Stated Clerk that provides 

leadership for Presbyterians nationwide and the Presbyteri-

an Mission Agency that oversees the work of the Presbyter-

ian church for others here and around the world.    

Here at Webster Groves Presbyterian Church, the Endow-

ment Committee challenged our members to pay their per 

capita contribution, and they responded with more mem-

bers giving every year for the last three years.  

This year, however, our per capita gifts, so far, are down 

from last year’s giving. Last year at this time we had 

$1,707. This year we have brought in about $700. 

If every one of our 732 members contributed $31 to the per 

capita fund, WGPC would reduce its operating cost by 

$22,000 and that would allow more funds to do God’s work 

here.  

If you haven’t made your per capita contribution of $31 yet, 

please consider writing a check this week. Your dona-

tion helps keep us connected for the good of the whole 

body, here and around the world. It is a pledge we 

make as Presbyterians to the greater church.   

Please indicate that your contribution is for per capita.  And, 

as always, there are several ways to give: by cash, check 

or online! 

One of our own, Jeannine Cook, was 

instrumental in preserving the White 

Haven Estate, the birthplace of Ulys-

ses S. Grant’s wife Julia Dent.  

Member Sylvia Stoll brought the fact to 

light when she learned Jeannine re-

ceived the Historic Preservation Award 

from the Fort San Carlos Chapter of 

the Daughters of the American Revo-

lution last year for her effort.  

Jeannine began working on the project 

in 1985.  

“The house was going to be torn down 

by the owner, a real estate investor, 

and turned into condos,” Jeannine 

said.  

State Representative Jack Goldman 

and Jeannine formed a committee 

called “Save Grant’s White Haven.” 

“He was the president and I was the 

vice-president,” she said.  

Thirteen others joined the board as the 

group fought to save the historic build-

ing.  

“I didn’t do anything alone,” she said.  

Members worked for five years to en-

sure the building’s preservation until in 

1990, the estate was made into a na-

tional park. 

“We were fortunate to have Rep. Dick 

Gephardt and Senator John Danforth 

to help us,” she said.  

Ulysses S. Grant met Julia Dent at 

White Haven when he was visiting her 

brother Frederick, a fellow West Point 

graduate. Ulysses helped to farm the 

estate and the couple lived there for a 

time with Julia’s father, after her moth-

er died.   

White Haven is located at 7400 Grant 

Road in St. Louis County and you can 

find Jeannine there volunteering each 

Friday from 9:30 until noon.  
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Social Advocacy Team 
forms and moves forward 

Members of Webster Groves Presbyterian Church said 

they care about current issues and the larger community. 

Now a new group has formed to take that concern and turn 

it into action to address issues of social justice. 

The Social Advocacy Team presented their calling 

statement for a new organization to WGPC’s Session on 

February 19, and was approved.  

Emmy McClelland and Sue Scott now co-chair the group. 

Parish Associate Rev. Susan Andrews is the church liaison 

for the Team. 

“Our purpose is to educate our congregation about issues 

that are important to us as Presbyterians and show them 

how we can influence the decisions being made on these 

issues,” Emmy said.  

With permission from the church, the then proposed group 

held an event in October with a speaker from the League of 

Women Voters to provide ballot issue information for the 

November election and about 50 people came out, Emmy 

said.  

“We had a good group of people,” she said.  

On March 3, the Team held its first official event “Guns in 

My Backyard?” which featured a screening of the locally 

produced film “No More Thoughts and Prayers,” and a 

panel of speakers who presented facts and shared their 

concerns about gun violence.  

About 130 people attended and learned more about what 

they could do to support common sense gun laws.  

Then on March 31, the group sponsored an evening for 

“Stop the Bleed” training, a course that teaches citizens to 

step in and provide emergency care for traumatic bleeding 

injuries.   

Now the Social Advocacy Team is inviting all those 

interested in becoming a part of the Team to come to a 

meeting May 1, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Parlor at the 

church. Dinner will be served so please RSVP by April 26 

here: wgpc.org/get-involved/sign-up-links. 

“Come one, come all, we’re inviting anyone who is 

interested in learning about the Team and its legislative 

priorities,” Emmy said.    

According to the Team’s calling statement, members of the 

Social Advocacy Team base their purpose and their 

actions on Micah 6:8 … “what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly 

with your God.”  

“Our faith calls us to follow the example of Jesus Christ by 

acting for social change to promote justice for all God’s 

people,” the statement said.  

Members of the Team have set three areas of focus for 

their work. One is to support legislation that will alleviate 

poverty; two, is to promote education reform; and three, is 

to work for sensible gun laws.  

Working to put together the team and establish its purpose 

and course of action began about a year ago, Sue said.   

“Many of us in the church thought that there were issues on 

the state and national level we needed to speak up on as 

Christians,” she said.  

Members first showed their interest in current issues on a 

survey about adult education. Secondly, advocacy on 

issues that impact the lives of people also came up during 

the process of determining how Dorothy Meyer’s gift would 

be allocated. 

“Those two things really highlighted the congregation’s 

interest in social justice, and then it was just where do we 

go from here?” Sue said.  “We invite each of you to join us 

May 1 as we move forward. We welcome your energy, 

ideas and action.” 
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Guns in My Back Yard 
stirs support for gun sense 

The new Social Advocacy Team began their efforts with a 

bang March 3 presenting “Guns in My Back Yard: Neigh-

bors Share Their Stories” less than two weeks after being 

approved as an official team here at WGPC.  

The program featured a screening of the locally produced 

and nationally distributed documentary, “No More Thoughts 

and Prayers” with an introduction by the creator Angela 

Lamb. The film was followed by a panel discussion.  

Members of the panel included: Becky Jaynes Morgan, 

Missouri Chapter Leader of Moms Demand Action for Gun 

Sense in America; Jennifer Blumenkemper, teacher, Bristol 

Elementary School, Webster Groves; Dr. Robert “Bo” Ken-

nedy, MD,  Emergency Room Physician, St. Louis Chil-

dren’s Hospital and Fred Bell, Detective and Community 

Liaison, Webster Groves Police Department.  

Dr. Kennedy shared the shocking statistics of the impact of 

guns in the United States.   

 According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, firearms is the second leading cause of 

death in children 1-19 years of age, with more than 4 

children for every 100,000 children dying from firearms in 

2016 

 One-third of American households have a gun. Forty 

percent of those guns are handguns and 10 percent are 

kept loaded and unlocked, according to the Brady Cen-

ter. 

 Suicides from guns make up nearly two-thirds of all gun 

deaths in the United States, according to the Brady Cen-

ter. 

Becky Morgan shared the goals of the Moms Demand Ac-

tion for Gun Sense in America and how the organization 

now has chapters in all 50 states. Jennifer Blumenkemper 

spoke of the impact recent gun violence has had on 

schools, teachers and students, and Detective Fred Bell 

discussed the actions the Webster Groves Police Depart-

ment takes to promote safety. 

Those who attended also learned about potential legisla-

tion designed to provide more safeguards against gun vio-

lence like HR8 a federal bill that has now passed the 

House that would establish new background check require-

ments for firearm transfers between private parties. 

The program had 130 in attendance and was well received 

by those who came. 

“I’m very concerned about the issue,” said member Brenda 

Dribin. “We need to have more conversations about this.” 

“It was well organized” member Ann Arnold said. “The pan-

elists spoke really well and you couldn’t have picked any-

thing better to talk about. I thought it was great.”  

Then Sings My Soul inspired audiences this spring. 

The pews were filled March 24 as the St. Louis 

Metro Singers took to the stage to present Then 

Sings My Soul, a program of sacred music based 

on Dan Forrest’s choral octavo, “How Great Thou 

Art.”  The Lenten program was performed at 

WGPC and two other churches this spring. 

Our own Director of Music and Organist Shawn 

Portell was named the new director of the choir 

last June.  WGPC’s Music Assistant and Assis-

tant Organist Ted Cronbaugh was the group’s 

guest accompanist for the performance here at 

the church.  

The St. Louis Metro Singers is an 80-voice com-

munity chorus with membership from St. Louis 

City and County, St. Charles County and neigh-

boring communities.  
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Pierre Campbell 
honored for 35 years of service 

Webster Groves Presbyterian Church is celebrating 

custodian Pierre Campbell and his 35 years of service this 

year. 

“Our church building is a very busy place almost every day 

of the week,” Personnel Committee Moderator Carrie Rao 

said.  “For 35 years, our custodian, Pierre Campbell, has 

been arriving early each morning to set up for meetings, 

make hot coffee, polish the floors and fixtures, greet our 

staff, our members and visitors with a warm smile and a 

gracious spirit. He is often the first face of hospitality that 

we strive so hard to practice as a church!” 

Pierre, 59, of St. Louis began working at WGPC in 1984. 

He had a connection because his then future mother-in-law 

was married to Les Cavin, a custodian working at WGPC.  

At the time Pierre was working in security for Teamster’s 

Local 688. Even though he was considering police work or 

the military, when a custodial position became available at 

the church he signed on. 

As it turned out, the church was a comfortable fit for Pierre.  

“I come from a family that has a host of ministers, mostly 

the women,” he said. My Grandmother Campbell was a 

missionary that got us all involved in the church.” 

He said he and his wife Sheila still attend his small family 

church in North City. 

“I have an aunt that married us,” Pierre said. 

Through the years, the work and the congregation at 

WGPC have been a blessing to him, he said. 

“I knew it was a privilege to work and be doing God’s work,” 

he said. “The congregation provided the financial means 

that allowed me to do it.”  

Pierre said he often did odd jobs like painting or raking 

leaves for members of the congregation that increased his 

income.  

“The church members became my friends,” he said. “They 

had someone they could trust, and they blessed me by 

allowing me to stay here in one community.” 

He said his own children attended the pre-school at the 

church. They are grown now. His son Pierre II, 35, was 

working at St. Anthony’s in the pharmacy and has entered 

the Air Force Reserve. His daughter Paris, 34, is a medical 

transcriptionist. 

Pierre said he will likely “hang in for another couple years 

and maybe go back to school” and into the ministry himself. 

Carrie said Pierre has blessed the church. 

He has made a career of taking care of all of us and our 

church building, and he takes great pride in doing this 

important work,” she said.  “He is a talented, generous, and 

devoted member of our custodial team and has worked 

diligently and cheerfully through many changes here at 

WGPC.” 

On behalf of the church, the Personnel Commission 

thanked Pierre for his service honoring him with a small 

monetary gift as a token of their appreciation for his 

dedication, Carrie said.   

“Next time you see him, if the spirit moves you, please 

reach out and thank him personally for all he does and for 

his warm smile,” she said. 
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Lift Your Prayers to God 

Let us “live in harmony with one another” and “rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those 
who mourn.” Romans 12: 15-16a 

New Members 

The following became new members of Webster Groves 

Presbyterian Church during the first quarter of 2019. 

Please welcome them and make them feel at home at 

WGPC. 

Jennifer Blumenkemper 

Jeff Escott 

Jane Fairbanks 

Katie Burns and Ryan Furtick 

Karen Klinger 

Emily and Pete Odum 

Mark and Darcy Smutz 

Doug Stanley 

Bob and Judy Weng 

Deaths 

The following members passed away in March. Let us be 

kind to their families and pray for them as they deal with 

the deaths of their loved ones. 

Henry Kent died March 20, 2019. He was 96 years old 

and a 47 year member of WGPC. 

Rosalie Cooper died March 26, 2019. She was 80 years 

old and a 13 year member of WGPC. 

Moves & Transitions 

God be with you till we meet again! 

Judy Zimmerman is moving to California in April. 

Chuck and Laura Reynolds are moving to Wisconsin in 

April. 

Tom, Libby and Katie Newport will be moving this sum-

mer to Switzerland for a two year assignment. 

Agape Mission Trip 

Please be in prayer for the Apage youth and leaders as 

they seek out Christ’s calling for them individually and as 

a group during their Mission Trip to Washington, D.C. 

May 31-June 9. 

8th Grade Confirmation 

Pray for our 8th graders as they complete confirmation 

and begin the next part of their faith journey. 

Jackson Bacilek 

Emma Bauer 

Katie Downey 

Lily Johnston 

Christopher St. John 

Noah Weihl 

Births 

Brian Tobin and Suki Tobin are new grandparents. 

Daughter and son-in-law Beth and Karl Koehler wel-

comed twin boys on March 18, 2019. Noel Henry 

weighed in at 5lb. 5oz. and his brother Russell Langdon 

at 4lb. 

“Mom and Dad are doing very well and are learning the 

ins and outs of being parents of two,” Suki said. “Prayers 

for the new family, especially Russell whose very little 

body is working very hard to grow would be greatly ap-

preciated.” 

 

Jamie and Matt Scott welcomed their son Dylan Matthew 

into the world on April 2, 2019. Dylan is a part of a family 

very connected to WGPC! His grandparents Sue and Al-

len Scott are members, as are his aunts Kate Scott and 

Lisa Sebastian and uncle Steve Sebastian. When Dylan 

comes to church, he’ll be joining generations in the pews! 

Big sister Ella very proudly announced his arrival to all 

her friends and classmates in the ECC the day after his 

birth. 

Email Tracey Rapisardo (tar@wgpc.org) with  

announcements to be included in the WGPConnector. 
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Money Moment 
An estate plan can protect your family 

Despite the name, estate plans aren’t just for people with 

mansions and they aren’t just for senior citizens. Estate 

planning can begin with marriage, the arrival of children, 

purchase of a home, or other major life change. 

The cornerstone of an estate plan that provides peace of 

mind for you and security for your children and their inher-

itance is to create or update your will. Changing your will is 

easy. You can revoke your current will and have a new one 

prepared or you can amend your existing will by creating a 

codicil. Your attorney can advise you on which option best 

suits your objectives. 

Here are five estate planning guidelines affecting your chil-

dren that should be included in your plan. 

1. Have a guardianship plan. Name a suitable guardian for 

your minor children in your will. Choose someone who is 

willing and qualified to take the job and who shares your 

values and way of life. 

2. Protect what belongs to your children. Make sure your 

assets and property pass to your children. Spell out in 

your will the specifics of distributing assets so your chil-

dren receive what was earmarked for them. Remember, 

assets aren’t limited to items with financial value. Senti-

mental items like heirlooms and family photos can be 

noted in an updated will to pass to your children as well. 

3. Safeguard minor children. If you have minor children, 

consider placing the assets you want them to inherit in a 

trust until they are adults. This prevents court battles if a 

judge has to name someone as their conservator. 

4. Name a new executor. If your children have attained the 

age of legal majority, you can appoint them as executors, 

or you can choose a trusted friend or loved one. 

5. Update beneficiary designations. Life insurance, annui-

ties, retirement benefits and IRAs are usually payable to 

a named beneficiary and do not pass under the terms of 

your will. Check these documents to see whether you 

need to complete new beneficiary designation forms, 

adding your children’s names or a trust for their benefit to 

make certain assets are left to your intended heirs. 

These are also tax-smart vehicles to support your favor-

ite charitable organizations.  

Life changes; once you have created an estate plan, make 

sure to regularly review and update your wishes as your 

circumstances change. Ensuring that your will is up to date 

also ensures that the causes you care about most aren’t 

left out. 

Your estate planning attorney is the best resource when it 

comes to updating your plans. If you are interested in sup-

porting WGPC through your estate plans, we would be 

happy to work with you and your advisors to find a giving 

option that works for you. Contact Jan Scheurer at  

962-9210 x3206, Diana Likely or Sandy Buschmann.  
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Dear Friends,  

We are incredibly grateful for your recent gift to Rise Against Hunger. Your gift gives us 

the ability to change lives, create sustainable communities and respond quickly in times 

of disaster.  

There is a strong correlation between school attendance and food availability. If kids 

can get a warm meal at school, their parents are more likely to send them, recognizing 

the importance of that nutrition—sometimes their only meal of the day.  

There used to be major attendance issues at the Hilario Sanchez School in Nicaragua, 

but things are changing for those kids. Attendance rates are nearly 100% and academic 

performance has increased. From surviving to thriving, each student has a chance to be 

their best selves –thanks to your support.  

Thank you for rising up with us as we fight to end world hunger by 2030. It is possible.  

Warmest regards, 

Rod Brooks 

President and CEO 

Rise Against Hunger 
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What’s Next at WGPC? 

Church Picnic 

Sunday, May 19, 10:30am 

The annual church picnic is planned for May 19 following the 9:30am worship 

service. Circle the date and anticipate a wonderful time of fellowship with our 

church family. 

The picnic is sponsored by the WGPC Deacons. 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Monday, June 24 - Thursday, June 27, 9:00am - noon 

To Mars and Beyond will help kids discover the wonders of God’s universe 

and build their faith for the future. The program is themed around Ephesians 

3:20 “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or im-

agine by God’s power at work within us,” and incorporates the story of the 

prophet Daniel in the lions’ den. 

The space journey is for children ages 2 through 3
rd 

Grade. 

$25 per child with $60 family max (through June 2) 

$30 per child with $70 family max (June 3 - June 16) 

Volunteer opportunities are available for youth completing 4th Grade through 

adults. 

Visit wgpc.org/VBS to register or volunteer. 

 

The Men are Still Meeting! Men’s Bible Study 

Every other Thursday morning at 7:00am a faithful group of men meet to 

study the Word of God in the Parlor.  

Led by Dale Kuhn, the group doesn’t use any books but the Bible, said mem-

ber Frank Bloemke. “There’s no homework. We just read and discuss and 

have a good time doing it,” he said. “It’s really fellowship with a good open 

discussion. We don’t have any agenda.” 

He said the group seldom goes overboard. “Dale keeps us on track and reins 

us in if we get carried away too far.” 

The group is scheduled to meet again April 18.  All are welcome. 

April 

18 Maundy Thursday Service 

19 Good Friday Service 

21 Easter Sunday 

22 Easter Monday 

Church building closed 

May 

5 Confirmation Sunday 

19 Summer Worship Begins 

 One 9:30am Service 

19 Music in a Great Place 

 Dawn Weber Trio 

19 Church picnic 

27 Memorial Day 

Church building closed 

June 

4 Women’s Float Trip 

24 VBS begins 

July 

4 Independence Day 

 Church building closed 

Calling All Graduates! 

If you or a member of your family is 

graduating from high school, col-

lege or graduate school, please 

contact Cherstin Byers 

(chb@wgpc.org) with details. We 

would like to include your achieve-

ments in the Summer  

WGPConnector. 
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